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If thou art 1)orrow*d by a iriend, 
Rifbi welcome shall he be, 

.Tn read, to study, not to lend, 
Bat 'o return to me. 

Noi that imparted knowledn^e doth 
Diminish learnin:!< store. 

But lKN)k8. I find, if often Lent, 
fte.arii to me no more. 



'Keep cleanly, rcMim daly, 

with the corners of the leavn not 

turned down. 
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S E R M O N, 



From 2 Tim. ii. 24^ 25. 

Jftd tb€ f truant of the Lard muft notftrive^ hut he 
gentle unto all men^ apt to teach ^ patient ^ in meek^ 
nefs inJlruSing tbofe that oppofe them/elves. 



THE apoftle dedicates this and the former 
cpiftle to Timothy^ of whom in the bowels 
of Chrilt he feems remarkably fond. He ftiles 
him hi J own/on in the faith i not only becaufe he 
had hegotten him in the bonds of the gojpelj for in 
this fenfe he had many fons» but becaufe there 
feemed £6 much of the fpiritual image and hea- 
venly likenefs of the father about him— //n^ ta 
fend Timotheusi for I have no man hke-minded, who 
will naturally care for your flate^ PhiU ii. 20. and be- 
caufe of his dutiful deportment and diligent at- 
tendance and readinefs to alfifl: his venerable 
father in the word and work of the \j(}td—But 
you know the proof of Timothy^ that as a fon with 
the father he hathferved with me in the gofpel^ verfc 
%2. And becaufe there feemed fo ftrong an 

A a affcc-' 
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4. fbe Strvant of the Lord 

affection in Timothy to his aged fire in the faith, 
with whom he could feldom part dry eyed, I thank 
my God (fays Paul the aged)^ whom I ferve from 
my fore-fatbers with pare confcifnce^ that without 
ceafing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers 
night and day ; greatly deling to fee tbee^ being 
mindful of thy tears ^ that I may be filled with joy^ 
2 Tim. i. I, 2. 

When the apoftle wrote this epiftle he was 
9l)0Ut takipg his leave of the world, and of his 
dearly beloved fon. It was written Juft before 
Paul was brought before Nero the Emperor the 
fecond time, where he received fentence and loft 
his head, but not his covenant head. Paul was 
4ware that his departure would greatly affeft 
Tifnothyj and the reipoval of him who had b^en 
fo long fet for the defence of the gofpel, would 
open a way for the fecond in command to appear 
at the front, and ii) the hotteft of the battle^ he 
therefore labours hard to comfort him, counfel 
him, and caution him; he advertifes him and 
advifes him, inftruds and encourages him. 

He comforts him by telling him of the uq* 
feigned faith that was in him, which dwelt firft 
in his grandmother and in his mother, and Paul 
was perfuaded that it dwelt in him alfo. He 
informs him that God had not given him the 
ffirit of fear i but of povi;er^ %o fupport and for«» 
tify ^ of love^ to enlarge, attract, and embolden % 
and of afoundmindt to keep him heavenly, fted« 
faft in the truth, and valiant for it* , He counfets 

hici^ 
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kim not to be afliamed of the tefiimm^ tf tbn 
Lord^ or of the gofpel which the Lord himfelf 
had teftified ; nor to be afhamed of Foul the 
Jjffrd^s prifoneTy who was then imprifoned for the 
iake of his Lord and his word^ and to keep a good 
Goofcieoce toward him. 

He counfels him to be a parinker of the i^ltions 
of the gojpek or of the cruelties that men or 
derils might be permitted to inflict on the adhe«- 
rents to it^ knowing that if lit fuffered with Cbrifi 
bejbould reign with bint. 

He. cautions him to bewafe of Alexander the 
copperfmith> who had done him much evil, and 
greatly withftood Paul and his gofpel, which I 
fuppofe was done before the tribunal of Nero* 
He cautions him againfl: tickling itching ears» 
that will be calling for candour^ who will require 
heaps of teachers to fcratch them, none being 
able long to pleafe. 

He advercifes him that the time will come when 
they will tu4 endure found doSrine% that mattf will 
he lovers of ibemfelvesj and envy everjr faithful 
fervant that the Lord owns as rivals of their own 
tionour ; covetous^ aiming more at th< fleece than 
the flocks at a ftock in hand, independent of 
Providence, inftead of the good of fouls ;-^ 
ioafiers of their own merit and carnal learning $ 
^r^ib^wearing long robes> defpiflng the poor 
and illiterate^ attempting to aflTcdt the paflions of 
dqpraved nature by cunning arciflce and -the empty 
found of eloquent oratory; unthankful for the 

A 3 fpoils 
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fpoils their ph>fefOon brings in; and unbely rd 
heart and life ; witbtrnt natural affeHion for chent 
that eclipfc their glorjr ; trtue-hreakers^ who fwcar 
and vow to preach the doftrincs of the Lord, 
ftnd then turn Arminians ; falfe accufirs^ calling 
others Antinomians when chemfelves are nothing 
-eife % incontinent^ aiming more at old widows and 
their pocket than ac efpoufing fouls to Chrift or 
making them rich in faith ; Jlerce oppofers of the 
illiterate ones that G6d fends out| deffifers of 
tbofe that are made good by the Holy Ghoft ^ 
traitor^ ^ho Will betray half the truths of the 
Bible to fwim in the ftream of applaufe; pawn 
confcietice, and cxpofe it to damnationv for (be 
empty tides of candid men^ or men of mo* 
derate principles i beady or headftrong> notagainft 
errors, nor in defence of truth, but againft others 
in behalf of their own honour; how can they 
believe that receive honour one of another, and 
not that honour that cometh from God only? 
higb minded^ not in heavenly things, b»t aiming. 
at high and lofty phrafes, to pleafe the worldly 
wife, embalm the pharifee, charm the hypocrite, 
and deceive the fimple with fwelling words of 
vanity ; making a pompous appearance, climbing 
in drefs to the height of the feffioo, to live in 
a lofty ftile, aflbciating with thofe of the bigheft 
rank, and difdaining to condefcend to men of 
low degree ; lovers of pleafure more than lovers of 
Cod; men that can fet and play glees upon a 
barpfichord for two houfs togtether^ and then get 

into 



iototpulpic siod preichzgzin& p^rty ffirit^ and 
|)rove all tbtc he fays by che corda of his inftfUf- 
raenti ittfvMf tf /iTM ^/ g^dtintfs^ defiring to 
mimic the learned and dignified prieftt ufing 
ferricc-booka for the want of fpiritual matter tQ 
ferTC with i detiyif^ ibi piwet ofgodBnefs in others, 
calling it eathufiafm and ancinomianifm^ in order 
to bring the grace of God^ the fervanta of God» 
and divine infpiratioo, iaio eootempt; from fuch. 
Paul bids his fon turn §iwaft left they (hould cor* 
nipt him. ^htf creep into bou/es, to prejudice the 
minds of people againft the fervants of the Lords 
as they of the circumcifion ufed to doj who fub« 
verted whole houfes^ ever learning fcraps of 
Latin^ Greek, and Hebrew^ but never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth as it is ia 
Jefus. 

Paul advifes his fbn to flee youthful lujis^ to fol- 
low righteoufnefs in heart and lifci faith alfo, the 
objeA of \t% the doArines of it, the grace of ir^ 
the exercife of it, and the life of it. Charity^ or 
love to God as the fupreme obje A ; and to the 
faintSi the objedts of God's love, or to all that 
loYC our Lord Jcfus Chrift injincerity and truth ^ 
and to follow peace with all that call on the Lard out 
of a pure heart \ but not with them that call oa 
the Lord to blcfs their dander, ridicyle^ or 
rillany* 

He inftruds him, telling him that in a great 
houfe, as God's church is, there are not only veffels 
^f pldrrf^tl isj there are not only vefiels of 

A 4 mercf» 
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mercy^ with precious and tried faith in thenr^ 
and veflels of filver, purified and made whiter 
but there are vtfftls of wwd^ barren trees^ diy 
fticks, fruitlefs profefibrs, and withered branches^ 
fit for nothing but i^cX i and vejfels of earthy 
without any divine treafure in them^ veflels of 
diflionour; If a man purge himfdf from thefe^ he 
Jhall be a vejfel unto honour^ fanftified and meet for 
the mailer's ufe, and prepared unto every good 
work. 

Paul encourages his fon to fhew bimfelf approved 
imto God, that men might fee that he was one 
whom God approved, a workman that needetb net 
to be afhamed, rightly dividing the word of truths 
defcribing the lav and the gofpel, the faint and 
the finner ; giving a portion to feven, and alfi to 
eight, EccL xi. 2. a portion to the church of God^ 
and to the fynagogue of Satan, feeding the family 
of heaven with milk and meat, and the hardened 
hypocrite with judgment, Ezek. xxxiv* x6. Thus 
much by way of introduction to my text. I fhaU 
now confider the words in order as they lay be* 
fore me, which are introduced thus : But foolifh 
or unlearned queftions avoid, knowing that they 
do gender llrifes. And the fervant of the Lard 
tiuft^ not flrive % but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
Stacb^ patient ; in meeknefs in/iruSing thofe that op'- 
pofe tbemfehes : which for method's fake, I wills 
endeavour to do in the following manner. 

. ift. De- 
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• ift. Defcribe the fervanc of the Lord in con- 
tradiftinflion from thofe who call themfelres fot 
or are by oihcr% falfely fo called. 

adiy. Shew you, firft in the negative^ and then 
in the pofitive, what is not, and what is meant 
by the word strive, in the text; or defcribe law« 
ful and unlawful ftrife. 

3dly. Shew you his gentlenefs^ and how all forts 
of men will try it more orlcfs, 

4thly. Defcribe his aptnefs, or aptitude to 
teach^ and the unaptnefs of pretenders to that 
work, with the rcafons for it. 

5thly. Treat of his patience^ and defcribe thofe 
who are faid to wear it out. 

6thly. Define the fpiritual meeknefs in my\ext, 
and wherein it differs from the candour of hypo« 
crites, and 

ythly, and laftly. The perfons with whom this 
meeknefs is to be ufedj namely, tbofe that oppofc 
ibemfihes. 

I ft. I am to defcribe the Lord's fervant in 
contradiftinftion from thofe who call themfelvea 
fo, or are by others falfelyfo called. All arc not the 
Lord's fervants who call bim mafteri Judas called 
him fo, and yet was a deviU and at lad the devil 
his mafter entered into him, and let -all men 
fee whofe fervant he was ; he was not without 
candour to himfelf, nor the appearance of good 
works I he reproved the Saviour, and poor Mary 
alfo, the firft for permittingi and the latter f^r 

making 
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makihg wafte of thf funeral ointment; pretetid^ 
cd great lov&tathe poor, but he aimed at no-* 
thing but money^ therefore the fearcher of all 
liearts gratified him with bearing the bag» or 
keeping the comaiQn ftock i which he did^ not as 
the Lord's fervantj to relieve the poor foUowersj 
and defray the travelling expences of the lord's. 
retinue^ but to aft the part of a thiefi make a 
private purfe for hi<nfelG ftarve the family of, 
God> and fell the mafter of the houfhold for 
thirty pieces $fjilver^ in order to get a ftock in. 
handj independent of Providence, and to prevent 
the perilous adventure of going out to preach 
without purfe or fcrip* 

adly. They are not all the Lord's fervants who 
call him by that name. Many will fay unco him 
in the great day, Lordl Lord! who will never be 
admitted into the family. It is true, no man can 
€all Jefus Lord^ or bis Lord^ that is, with the. 
teftimony of a good confcience, but by the Holy 
Ghoft : Yet the rool of all evil, the love cf money , 
has led the devil's fervants to call him fo, while 
fcripture and confcience have given them the lie 
te their face. Balaam faid unto Balack's fervants 
J^Balack would give me his houfe full of ftlver and 
gfild^ I cannot go heyond the word of the Lord my God 
to do more -or lefs^ Numb. xxii. i8. Yet his 'wilj 
and inclination lead him to tempt the Almighty 
with ^ feven times ievenfold facrifice ; and 'tis 
well known, that he would have fold himfelf to 
tiie devjl, and the ^heritage of heaven alfo, for 
XI an 
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tn independence $ or etfe, why did he fo 6 fun 
go tofeekfar incbuntments^ if he did not approve of 
the devil's fervice, ftek the devils aid^ and de* 
pend on his arm for wifdom, for fupport> and 
direction ? It was with a ifaew of much candattr 



for Balack and the inceftuous ofFspring of Lot^ 
^hat he waa brought to acknowledge that Gcd 
was not man that be Jhoidd lie as himfelf could, nor 
the fan of man that be Jhmdd repent ofhUJfvng Ifrael^ 
as bimielf could heartily repent for labouring ib 
long for fb little profit. 

It is true, he knew fometbing of the holy law 
of God^ and of God^s hatred to fin, by the ad« 
vice that he gave to Balack, in order to iet a 
trap for Ifrael, to entangle them in fin» aixt 
awake the wrath of God againfl: them, as it is 
written. Behold tbefe caufed the children of Ifraef 
through the council of Balaam to commit trefpaf^ 
againfi the Lord in the matter of Peor^ and there was 
a plague among the congregation. Numb. xxxi. i$» 
Nor was Balaam without fome glimpfe of the Sa- 
viour; the poor afs upon which he rode hjKl 
fccn the angel of the covenant and the faming 
/word of jufiice drawn againfl: her rider, which is 
more than one half of our prcfcnt evangelijis 
(falfely fo called) have fcen ; who, like the foolifh 
prophets, follow their own fpirit and have feen no^ 
thing, £zek, xiii. 3, Balaam had perceived his 
eyes to be opened — he had feen the fword of 
juftice in the vifions of God-^fell into a trance 
at the light af it-^faw the ftar of ^acob-^— the 

deftrue- 
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deftrudion of Moab— the damnation of AtAi^ 
lcck«— the viftory of Ifrael-* the glorious death 
of the righteous^ and deGred that his lad end 
might be like theirs. But his candour for Moab^ 
and his love for independency fwallowed up all 9 
be eounfilkd Balack to caft a fiumbUng block before the 
children of IfraeU and in his hearty be loved the 
wages of unrigbteoufnefs \ which ended his candour 
and love to independency by the fword of Ifrael^ and 
brought him to the company of thofe incbanterSf 
whofe incbantments he had fo often fought^ both 
by prayer and facrifice. 

3dly. A man may have a minifterial gift» 
which may be much admired, and much follow* 
ed, and whatever ufe it may be of to the church, 
in order to purge the floor, and blow away the 
chaff* from the wheats or draw away the hypo- 
crites from the upright, yet we know, thofe that 
run before they are fent Jhall not profit the people at all^ 
Jer. xxiii. 32. they are called wells^ but there is 
no drawing water out of them, for they are called 
wells without water ; they are called cloudsj on 
the account of their pompous and popular ap- 
pearance, but there is no water for them that 
are thirfty, nor floods for the dry ground^ for 
they are clouds without rain: they are called 
mufical infiruments, none give more found than 
they do, but no quickening power attends their 
notfe, for they are faid to be inftruments without 
life-giving found, fo that no fpiritual foldier 
t knows 
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knows what is piped or harped^ and as the found 
\% uncertain, who can prepare for the battle? 
they are called ftars^ as the feven angels of the 
ieven churches are, but no veflel of mercy can 
fteer his courfe by them ^ they know nothing of 
the day ftar^ or of the morning (lar^ nor of him 
that maketh the feven ftars 4nd Oriok^ and turns 
thejbadaw of death into the morning % but they are 
called wandering ftars^ compared to glutinous 
▼apours, exhaled from the bogs of the earth by 
the rays of the fun, and cafl: down with their falfe 
teyst by the nightly damps of the atmofphere. 

"They are called lamps^ which fervc to light 
othersj but always go out themfelves about mid- 
night, or before the morning appears, which 
will be the midnight cry of all hypocrites^ and 
no wonder, when there is no ^/7 in their vejfels i 
^nd if they have no oil for themfelves, there is 
no likelihood of poor men, who fall among the 
thieves, namely, Satan, fin, and death ; there is 
no oil in thefe vefiels to pour into the wounds of 
^ bleeding confcience, no new wine in thefe old 
bottles for thofe that are of an heavy heart ; their 
own lamps are gone out, nor is there any of the 
oil of joy, which is to be given in exchange 
for mourning, much lefs can the garments of 
praife be brought forth in exchange for the fpiric 
of heavinefs. 

Whatever Mfe thefe gifts may be of to alarm 
ipfenfible confciences» or purge the church of 

God 



14 ^hc Servant of the Lord 

.^ God from light, vain^ and trifling hypocrites 'ti« 
plain there is nothing but damnation for them in 
the end, whether they make ufe of their talent or 
foundt or whether they kt^ it up in a napkin. If 
the prince give a gift to one of bis fervants, it 
(hall [without fail] go out^ or return to the prince 
at the year of jubilee^ Ezek. xlvi. 17. T'be fervant 
ahidetb not in the boufe ever^ but his fon^s inbe* 
ritance fhall be his fon^sfor them, Ezek. xlvi. 16^ 
the fon abideth in the boufe ever. 

And 'tis clear that fome of thefc fervants will 
accufe the mafler himfeif of the want of candour 
in the great day: here, fays one, is thy pound 
which I have kept laid up in a napkin. This man 
feems to be one that had waited on ladies or at- 
tended a fideboard> yet he falls to accufing tlie 
mailer ; / knew that thou waft an aujiere man^ one 
of a bad fpirit, defiituce of candour^ reaping where 
thou baft not fowed^ and gathering where thou baft 
not ftrewed. You fee this man contended for 
eandoury though he owned the Lord had never 
fowed or ftrewed any thing in his heart; which 
fcrves to (how, that thofe who make the greatefl: 
Air about univerfal charity, or candour, are the 
moft deftitue of grace. The Saviour anfwers 
him on the ground of his own argument ; Thou 
kneweft that I was an auftere man^ reaping where I 
had not fowedy and gathering where I had notftrew* 
ed^ thou oughtefl: therefore to have been the 
more careful, as thou hadft fuch a fevere mafter 

to 
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CO deal with ; tbm augbteft to bsve put my m<mey 
into the bank $ yet fticks to the old prophecy as 
the Priacc of Peace, who was to receive Us gift 
again ai the year of liberty, Ezek. xlvi. 17. and 
therefore adds, that I might have received $nine own 
gift with ufury^ Mate. xxv. %'j. Luke xix. 23. but 
never fays a word about receiving the fervairt / 
who had received the gift^ pound, or t4iknt.' Thefe 
are called fervaats^ but neither of thefe are the 
fervancs intended in my texts thefe are legal 
fervantSj Jervants of Jin, and fervants of Mammon^ 
though they daringly called the Lord Jefus their 
mafter^ their Lard^ and their God. 

There are others who attend the word of God 
on puTpofe to learn to talk about religion ; and 
having no inward heart«work to attend to, they 
a)ak« great proficiency in the head and tongue^ and 
: will learn to prate publicly in prayer ; prate I fay» 
becaufe WiOooa calls them prating fools ^ thatJhaU 
falL They will attempt to call upon God in 
public prayer in behaU* of others before a poor 
buffeted and tempted foul can beg for himfelft 
or dares to adopt the language of the publican^ 
and fay> God be merciful to me afinner. This is 
one of the children that we fay are too witty «o 
live \ fimple fouls that have no eyes, and hypo- 
crites that have no feeling, ftand aftoniihed at 
the clapper of bis mouth, at his furious zeal, his 
undaunted courage, and the progrefe he makes 
with the unruly member of his head ; and i>o 
wonder^ for there is no flrife between tb« devil 

and 
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and he ; Satan knows the kingdom of God is not 
in toord as well as we do, nor is he afraid of the 
fpeeeb of tbem that are puffed up ; if he was he 
would be afraid of his own work. Now the 
comnnon labours of the day begin ta be bur- 
thenfome to him> and idlenefs to gain ground ; 

' his call to the miniftry feems clear; his abilities 
are fufficient for the pulpit, with a little human 
fcooring, and a few gcftures of the body, and 
fomt of Mafter Merryman's antic motions with 
the hand, which may be learnt at certain places 
of exhibition, at a mountebank ftage, or at a 
playhoufcj and thefe are all the qualifications he 
expels; and 'tis too often feen that fuch are 
admitted into churches by the mod wealthy and 

' mod gracelefs of the people. Some of the poor 
may complain of the want of experience and 
power, hw their attempts are often too feeble s 
the main fupporters approve, and that is enough; 
and the preacher has nothing to do to endear 
faimfclf to his friends but to accommodate hin;i- 
felf to their humour, rub off the edge of God's 
,fword with a little candour i connive at the Gns of 
his patrons, pay his frequent viGts and partake 
of their innocent amufen>ents, and by thefe 
means he picks up a tolerable livelihood -, then 
it is like people Uke priefi i and if any complain for 
the want of power, they are entbufq/lsi if they 
run away and get their food elfewhere, they are 
jof .z party fpirit^ and want to make divifions j if 
they mourn after the old deceafed pa(l:or who 

formerly 
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formerly fed them, they arc bigots j and if they 
complain of too many hypocrites being taken 
into the church, their narrow Jpirit is condemned 
and candour enforced ; and if God takes fuch a 
preacher off and fends one that is faithful, he 
lives as it were in a hornet's nefl^ unlefs he can 
burn thefe venomous infe£ts out of the hole, or 
thra(h off this chaff*. 

This man is called a fervant in fcripture, but 
not the Lord's fervant 5 he is faid tojerve not our 
Lord Jefus Cbriji but bis own ielfy. Such are like 
the papift filherman, who took to ftudy, and 
made fome progrcfs in. the languages, on the 
account of which he was made a Monlk^ and after 
that a Prieft of an higher order, and after that 
a Bijbop ; but through all thefe fccnes of pro- 
fpcrity he would have a net fprcad upon his table 
cloth, to remind him of his mean origin 5 this 
mark of his ^ unparalleled humility carried him 
higher, he commenced Cardinal, but ft ill ufed 
the net j at laft he got into the Scorner^s cbair^ and 
then the net difappeared; and being afked the 
reafon, he replied, " There is no call for the net 
'^ now, for the 6(h is caught ;" he fifhed for the 
Popedom, and he knew 'cwas vain to cad the net 
again. If Demas cannot get a prefent portion 
in the church, it is ten to one but he goes into 
this prefent evil world again. 

There is another fort of fervants, who may 
properly be called time-Jerversi their fervicc 
being according to the times in which they live. 

B If 
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If they are likely to get into a church that is 
tolerably found in tljic faitb> they will aft ac- 
cordingly, preach againft their own fentimentSp 
condemn the very doftrincs of their own heart, 
and advance the truths their fouls abhor* The 
firft ftep fuch a man takes is> to wriggle into the 
affeftions of his people; and when he has gained 
ground there^ then to bring forth a little of the 
old ftore of Arminianifm -, but if the brat is too 
bare» then he covers the nakednefs of it by the 
word grace^ or fome plain truth i and if this goes 
down^ then he increafes the baneful ingredients 
according as he perceives the mixture to operate^ 
and by degrees the minds of the people gee 
blinded, the keennefs of their appetite abated, 
their judgment cpnfufed, and the great things 
of God are obfcured and hid from their eyes i 
then he leads them any where; and if any fmell 
him otit, and begin to complain, his zeal will be 
fired; zn^Jbarpnifs mufi be ufed\ this makes him 
the objeft of their fear; and being awed by his 
fac«rdotal countenance, and confounded by his 
fophiftic logicj they are obliged to throw open 
both heart and confcience to him, while be en^ 
ihrinea himfelf in the holy place where he ought 
notj and thus the free and felf->will of lordly 
man becomes the rule of a poor opprefied peo* 
pie, inftead of the revealed will of God \ the 
confufcd judgment of fuch people is like a 
weather-cock, and is turned with every wini of 
doSirine. This man is fit for any company^ fo- 

ciety. 
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citty, ot pulpit.— He's a Calvinift by turns— 
an Arminian in heart— *a fiaxtarian by Bts; and z 
Churchman if occafion requires. His gift is a 
precious jewel in his own eyes, and whichever 
way it turns, it profpers, or he profpers by it. 
He hecomfs all things to all men indeed, that he may 
gain the more, not for God, but. for himfelf^ 
This man is called a fervant in fcripcure, but not 
the fervant that is mentioned in my text, for hd 
is faid to be a fervant of the Lord, But they that 
preach to pleafe men cannot be the ferVants of 
Chriftt 

Which leads me to confidcrthe fecond branch 
of this general head, which is to defcrlbe this fer- 
vant of the Lord^ in contradiftindlion from all 
others* 

ift. He is one that is reprefented as landing 
idle in ibe market plate i perhaps it may mean^ 
that law and confcience were at work within him» 
and therefore he could not engage in the devir» 
Icrvice as ufual ; for 'tis a rare thing to find a 
Cnaer idle in this fenfe. His (landing idle, may 
ferve to (hew, that the Lord's eleft do not fet 
thecnfelves to work or attempt to go into the 
vineyard, until the matter hires themi and they 
are in geneiiai fuch as no carnal man cares to 
hire. IVby fiand ye here all the day idle? they re- 
ply, becaufe no man batb bired us : Go ye into tbi 
vineyard^ and tbat wbicb is rigbty that Jbail ye re^ 
ceive* Here is their command^ and the promife 

B 2 both; 
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both ; ^0 ye^ and that whtcb is right JbaU ye ri» 
ceive. Thefc do not. run before they arefent$ 
they take not this office upon themfelves until 
they are called of God as was Aaron ; nor arc 
they fent of men \ it is the Lord that hires and 
fends his own fervants. 

It is true, Satan fends a great many preachers 
into the world and church both, but it is done 
to oppofe the truth, and the advocates for ir> 
and that in. behalf of Satan's intere(l> on which 
account they bear their mafter's name^ and are 
called, mmijlers of Satan, wbofe end is to be accord^ 
ing to their works. There are men that make 
preachers and fend them, whom God never 
fent, nor will ever own ; but this is no wonder, 
for they ufed to make kings and princes in the 
fame way : They have made kings, faith God, hut I 
knew it not, and princes but not by me s and if they 
can make kings, why not doctors ? But the 
Lord's fervants are called, furnifhed, and fent by 
himfclf. I amy fays Paul, an apojile, not of man, 
nor by man, but by Jefus Chriji. 

The apoftle, in the chapter out of which our 
text is taken, reprefents the fervants of the Lord 
in a two-fold charafterj firft, a labourer in the 
vineyard, and fecondly, a good foldier of Jefus 
Chrifi. The hujbandman that laboured muft befirfi 
partaker of the fruits, 2 Tim. ii, 5. The labourer 
muft know the divine hujbandmanznd the prin^ 
cipal vine, before he can know any thing of the 
vineyard, or the branches of it^ or be able to work m 
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it. God the father is the chief io/JeJwJ/Wijrw, Chrift 
rht principal vine^ every believer a branchy and the 
whole church a vineyard. And thefc things muft 
be known by every labourer, or inferior hufband- 
man, who is called the Lord's fervant in my 
text, ^his is life eternal to know tbee^ the only 
true Godj and Jejus Chrift whom thou hafi fent. 
If an experinfientaP ^wwW^^ of thefc things 
is life eternal, then thefe things muft be 
known by the Lord's fervant before he can*la- 
bour : Who can work that is dead ? He that la^ 
howretb^ fays Paul, muft fir ft he partaker of the 
fruits. No preaching Chrift crucifiedy till we know 
that our old man is crucified with him ; a know- 
ledge of riiis, crucifies us to the worlds and the 
v)orld to us. We muft be planted together in the 
likcnefs of his death, before we (hall know the 
value of it, and in the likenefs of his refurreSion 
alfo, and be begotten again to a lively hope by 
it, before we can preach Chrift as i^lk the firft 
fruits of them that flept. 

He muft be partaker of the fruits, before he 
can labour. He cannot be a fpiritual labourer, 
or a minifter of the Spirit, till he is a partaker of 
the fruits of the Spirit. He muft be a partaker 
of the Spirit of love, be brought to love God, 
Jcfus Chrift, his word, and all that love our Lord 
Jefus Chrift in fincerity and truth, before he can 
be a minifter of the Spirit, One glorious fruit of 
the Spirit is faiths and the Lord's labourers are 
c^lkd faithful fervanfs I but gracclefs men cannot 

B 3 be 
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be called f^^ithful. To *bear unbeliey«r$ preach 
faith, feems as great a contradidion as for Pyibcn 
the Devilf to call Paul and Sila$ fervants of the 
0ioft high God^ which was true, but when he 
added, that (hew unto us th^ way of falvation, it 
wa$ a lye, for there is no falvation for devils. 
Satan by this, fhcw of candour, expeded fome 
lenity to be (heiyn by the apoftle ; but Paul was 
not ignorant of his devices, he paid no refpeft 
to his candour, but charged him to come put of 
the damfel, and then Satan let Paul feel the eife£ls 
of his fplcen and bitternefs: He fct off into the 
heart of the damfel's matter, (lirred up a mob, an4 
brought the fervants of the mcji bigb God before 
the judgment fear, with this heavy charge, theft 
men being Jews do es^ceedingly troubU cur city, A£t^ 

The hun>andman that labours muft be a parr 
taker of tbe^ fruits i he cannot bring forth good 
fruits, till his own heart be made good i no man 
can gather grapes of thorns nor figs of tbifiksi he 
cannot bring forth the fruits of the Spirit till the 
Spirit be in him, nor can the miniftry of a barren 
foul be fruitful. What knows a carnal man of 
God's bufbandry? Spiritual labourers have the 
fallow ground of the heart to plow up-^ horns of car-- 
nal cares and covetoufnefs to grub — clods to break^-^ 
precious feed to bear'-^nd incorruptible feed tofow^^ 
planting and watering to do. He is to enforce 
fruiifulnefs^^tfcnbt four grapes and wild figs^^ 
pbferve what clufiers have a blejfing in them and 

what 
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wliat chifiers areiiittr-^whix^ irancb to encourage 
and which hraneb to cut at i for which bufiners> 
oone can furnith or qualify us but God himfelf* 
nor can there be either fuccefs or increafe» with«- 
out his direftion and blefling. 

Nor is it enough for a man to talle thefe fruits 
at his being firft fent into the vineyard, he Hands 
in need of them daily. The keepers of the vine* 
yard have one hundred $ an hundred fold in thi$ 
life. 'Tis poor work, keeping a flock and not 
tailing the milk of the flock. Sad work^ to tread 
the wine prefs and fuffer tbirftj which our Maftcr 
did; it is dreadful work /^ keep a vineyard and 
net tafie the fruit of the vineyard^ both in a fpiritual 
and temporal fenfe. In (horc> the labourer needs 
fruits and fortitude too^ efpecially as there are 
fo many little foxes that fpoil the vines ^ and are fo 
fubtile and bufy about them that have tender 
trapes. 

The Lord's fervant mufl: fetve his mafter with 
nothing but what is his matter's own. He mud 
plow with his matter's heifer-^bear his matter's 
yoke — fow his matter's feed — go by his matter's 
direction, and aim at his matter's honour. He 
mutt give no heed to old wives fables^ nor turn 
afidc from the way of the vineyard, though Je« 
zebel the prophetefs fl^ould attempt to teach the 
fervants of the Lord. 

2dly. Paul calls this fervant in my text, a good 
foldier of Jefus Chrift. If he is a good foWier, 
he i^ enliftedy and, under a divine power on the 

B 4 will, 
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ivillj he becomes a willing volifnteer ; his en* 
couragemenc and fortitude arife from the view 
that he has of the banner of divine andevcrlaft- 
ing love being difplayed over him, and from the 
good cheer of the banqueting boufe. He will make 
but a poor recruiting ferjcant that never received 
th& king's bounty, and unlefs he is in prefenc 
pay and good quarters himfelf, in vain he beats 
up for volunteers. He that feeds upon Cbrift and 
his word, drinks the new wine of the kingdom^ and 
makes God his dwelling place ^ will make a good 
recruiting oflicerj becaufe he can fpeak cheer-- 
fully, comfortably^ feelingly, and knowingly, 
about the Captain of our fulvation, and the glo- 
rious privileges of being quartered in the cleft of 
the rock, of the penny a day promifed, and of the 
king's bounty that is given* 

The apoftle tells us that this fervant of the 
Lord is a warrior : No man that warretb entangletb 
himf elf with the affairs of this life. He that kneeled 
down to drink water at the river Jordan was fent 
back as not fit for the field, none but thofe that 
lapped hke a dog were to engage in the Lord's bat- 
tle. Judges vii. 5. If bowing the knee to the 
world renders a man unBt for this military fer« 
vice, what (hall we fay of foldiers that aim at 
nothing elfe but the things of this life, favour not 
the things of God, but thofe of men, and load them- 
f elves with thick clay ? 

This 



Dejcribei and Vindicated. 25 

This fervanc or foldier is chofen by his Lord, 
and to pleafe his Lord Ihould be his chief aim. 
That be may pleafe him who has cbofen bim io be a 
foldier^ fays Paul, he is to receive all his orders 
from the Captain of bis /alvation^ do all in his 
name, depend on his ftrcngih, go by his rules, 
and ufe his fpiricual weapons. Our captain has 
not made any old women commanders in chief 
of his forces, nor has he committed the word of 
command to them s this would look as if the God 
of armies had left the camp $ be fuffers not a wo^ 
man to be beard in his houfhold, much lefs in his 
wars. If Jezebel choofe four hundred of Satan's 
foldiers, and keep them at her own table, and ufe 
them in her fcrvice, they will be expecSled to 
obey her orders, becaufe (he choofes, enlifts, 
and feeds them. But this fervant in my text be* 
longs to another mafter, and another troop, the 
•Lord choofes him, and he is to pleafe bim tbat 
hatb cbofen bim to be a foldier. 

This fervant or foldier is commanded to en- 
dure hardnefs. There are at times hard labour 
and hard fares foldiers are feldom much regarded, 
though they are, under God, the defence of a 
nation, aad much looked to in public calamity. 
So a good foldier of Chrifl: Jefus is often fought 
after and looked to, when confcience. is befieged, 
difcafes make inroads on a linner's vitals, and the 
devil is difcovered in full poflefllon of the fore 
and palace, and when the midnigbt cry comes, 
iS thefe 



■ 

cfiefe foldiers m\\ appear to be a^ Eliflia was to 
king Joafh, the charki of Ifrael und the borfemeh 
4bert0f.^ The lamps and watchftslnefs of the Lord'a 
fer^Mts ha^re kept them in readinefs, white tht 
tfbolifh virginsj who have contented themiel^ea 
with the law as the light of their feer, and the only • 
lamps of their path> will go our, they having paid 
no regard to the falvaUon of God, which is a lamp 
that imrnetb \ no regard to the oil ofgladnefs^ nor 
the oil r)f jfjy^ which alone can keep it btrmingi 
ihis Ught of the righuous rejoiceth^ what ihe kmp of 
the wkked is put out. 

A foldier of Chrift has many hard fpeeches to 
bear, cruel mockings to endure, hard hearts to 
bcGege, hardened rebels to engage, and unre- 
lenting devils to oppofe and refift, who neither 
fweat nor tire. Thefe, with their human allies, will 
continue to compafs about the beloved city, nor 
will they ever raife the fiege^ till Zion is efta^ 
hliQied in heaven, and they imprifoned in helh 

This fervant of the Lord, in his military cha« 
nfkjttj is commanded to beftrong in the grace that 
is in Cbri/i Jtfns. If fo, he muft be one thit is 
acquainted with the influence of grace, and is in 
vnion with Chrift Jefus ; no man can be ftrong 
ifi grace that never felt it, nor in ChrilS; Jefus 
that is not united to him« ' A fpeculative know- 
ledge of Chrift, and a barren notion of grace, will 
afford little fupport or comfort to thofe wbofo 
eyes never faw^ wbofe ears never heard^ and ihbofe 
^ands never bandied the word of life. Grace muft 
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be upon him that is the Lord's fervant ; if fin be 
fubdued in him, 'tis grace that fubdues it, and 
grace fliall reign through the righteoufaefs of 
Chrift.to eternal life; fin will have dominion 
over thofe that are deftitute of grace, and fuch 
are the fervancs of fin, not fervants of the Lord« 
If they are Jlreng in the grace that is in ' Cbrift 
J^ftAS^ great grace mud be unto them, and Chrift 
muft be formed in them, and be enjoyed by them 
as the hope of glory^ or they cannot be ftrdng 
either in grace or in him. The Lord is the 
ftrength of his people, and his ftrtngtb is made 
perfeS in their weaknefs, for he ftrcngthens them 
with his Spirit's might in the inner man; fuch a 
one \%firong in grace, and well he4iiay, when the 
Lord is the Jirength of bis heart and his portion 
for ever. 

To be ftrong in the grace that is in Chrift 
Jefus, is to have the faith of God's ele3, which is 
a faith produced by the operation of God, firmly 
fixed on Chrift, and which worketh by a feeling 
fenfe of God's everlafting love, (bed abroad in the 
heart ; fuch fervants or foldiers will afcribe all 
their vidories to this ; faying, nay, hut in all thefi 
things we are more than conquerors through him thai 
hath loved us. 

The apoftle advifes this fcrvant or foldicr of 
the Lord, to put on the whole armour of God that he 
maj be able toftand. He allows a fcrvant of the 
Lord to put no confidence in the flefh— no truft 

in 
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iti old wives fables — no confidence in human 
wifdom, nor in excellency of fpcech, or fwelling 
words of vanity— 'to yield to nothing but a di- 
vine demonftration, nor to fubmit to any thing 
jhort of fpiritual power ; that our failb may not 
ftandin the wifdom ofrnien^ but in the power of God : 
and all this caution is, left the crofs of Chrift 
ihould be made of none efFed, and to exclude 
the glory of falvation from an arm of flefh i for 
a jealous God will never give his glory to ano- 
ther, nor his praife to popifh images. 

The apoftle tells us that God's armour mu(( 
be put on, that we may be able to ftand and 
withftand. No helmet is to be worn by the 
Lord's fervantB, but Chrift the hope of Ifrael, 
the hope of falvation, and the hope of glory. 
No breaft-plate but the righteoufnefs of God by 
faith; the righteoufnefs that God the Saviour 
wrought out, that God the Father accepts and 
imputes, and faith puts on, which is in Chrift^ 
whofe name is Jebovab our Righteoufnefs. No 
Ihield but that which Abraham and David took ; 
tht Lord is my fhield and the lifter up of my bead. 
No fword but that of the Spirit, which is the 
v>ord of God. No prayers but thofe indited by 
the fpirit of fupplication. No ammunition flioes, 
but the preparations of the gofpel of peace, 
which aflures the heart of an alliance with God 
though at war with the world \ to engage with- 
out thcfe^ is to make a vain attempt upon this 

world) 
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world, or the God of it. The man that en- 
gages in God's work while he is a flranger to the 
fruits of the fpirit^ and to Cbrijt the firji fruity la 
no minifter of the new teftament, no evangelift^ 
no minifter of the fpirit. He may be an hirelings 
or a minifter of the Ittter^ but no man can partake 
of his grace^ for he has none. He that is a 
ftranger to grace, to Chrift, and to his own pcr- 
fonal elcftion, is no foldier of Chrift Jcfus, nor is 
it likely he fhould ever pleafe him, becaufe he has 
not cbofen bim to be a foldier. Unbelievers canrlot 
fight the good Hght of faith, confequently cannot 
pleafe God as foldiers, for without faith 'tis im- 
pofTible to pleafe him s for gracelefs, unrenewed^ 
unpanoplied men to fet themfelves againft the 
worldj while they are of it, and againft fin 
while in bondage to it, and againft the devil 
while he reigns in their hearts and leads them cap- 
tive at his will, is like Satan cafting out Solan* 
Keep this fervant of the Lord in your eye in this 
his twofold charaf^er, as a labourer in the vine-^ 
yard^ and a good foldier ofjefus Chrift j while I dif- 
mifs this part of the fubjcft, and pafs on to my 
fccond general head, which is to (hew you^ 
Firft, in the negative -, fccondly, in the pofitive, 
what is not, and what is meant by the word 
ftrive in my text, or defcribe lawful and unlaw* 
ful Jlrife. 

Gracelefs minifters and empty profeflbrs will 
ntvtr ftrive lawfully i all their ftrife is in behalf of 
themfelves. Their ftriving is, either to get « 
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name> get a liTelihood, keep a reftlefa confcience 
quiet, or dfc, they preach to oppofe others and 
injure them ii> the work of the Lord, charging 
them in their fermons with being influenced with 
Antinomianifm, party zcal> and a bad fpirit, 
which is in fa£i: charging then) with thefpirit of 
the devil ; but no wonder, they called the mafter 
of the boufe Behebub, accufed him of breaking 
the law, and profaning the fabbath, both which are 
Antinomianifm, and a bad fpirit ; if the mafter 
fared thus, what can the houlhold expert \ the fer«- 
vant is not above his Lord. Such ind^td preach 
Cbrift even of envy andftrife^ and f6me alfo of good 
wilK The one preach Chrift of contention^ not 
Jlncereljfi fuppoftng to add affliSion to another* s bonds^ 
Phil. i. J 5, 1 6. Thcfe can never firive lawfully ^ 
becaufe they are deftltute of that power that 
maintains a lawful ftrife. A labourer in the 
Lord's vineyard will drive againfl: the errors and 
def^erate profanity of the wicked, notwithft^nd- 
ing the cruel ufage, and fttong oppofition that 
may be made againfl: him ; and the fpirit of God 
will make them maintain this ftrife and ftand 
their ground at it as long as he pleafes. Noah 
was an hujbandmany and a labourer agreeable to mj^ 
text, in both fenfes of the word, fbr he was a 
preacher of righteoufnefs^ he ftrove with the 
Antediluvians for upwards of an hundred years, 
till God put an end to the ftrife, and caufed tbofe 
tbatjirove with him toferijh^ Ifai. xli, ii, faying* 

My 
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Mjf fpirit Jhall not always Jirive wUb many fee'wg be> 
i^PJb^ Gen. vi. j, this is hvifful firife. 

adly. When gracelefs men get into pulpits, 
they fet themfel ves againfl: the faith of the gofpeU 
being ignorant of it; and therefore in order to. 
keep up their popularity, they charge it with li- 
centioufit^fsy and to amufe and blind a fim* 
pie people, they turn afide to.vainj anglings being 
ftrangers to gofpel coniiftency, they defire to be 
teachers of tht lawy knowing neither what they fay^ 
Bor whereof they affirm. Thefe fet the law againft 
the {M'omifes of God» and by their unbelief try 
to make the faith of God* without tStA. Thefe 
are not to be admitted into the houfes of the- 
faints, nor are we to bid them God fpeed^ left we 
partake of their evil deeds : the faints of God are 
all to unite as the heart of one man to oppofe 
foch as thefe, and refcue the faith which they 
want to make void out of their hands, and not to 
flinch from this work, nor be afraid of the oppo- 
nents. Stand f aft in one fpirit ^ with one ntind^ftriv^^ 
ing together for the faith of the gofpel^ and in notlnng^ 
terrified by your adverfaries^ which is to them aa- 
evident token of perdition^ but to you, oi faha^ 
tiony and that ofGody Phil. i. 27, 28. this is./a«M 
fnl ftrife. 

3dly, A labourer in the Lord's vineyard is to 

enlarge his work as much as. poffible, and' tot 

abide the longeft where • he fees he is moft ufeful % 

and as the Lord*^ labourers have different gifts^ 

one after this manner and another after that^ 

they 
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they are to vifit the churches occanonally, and 
not to be difcouraged though here and there a 
Diotrephes will (hut them outj and prate againft 
chem with malicious words, in order to keep the 
pre-eminence, 3 John ix« lO. and not only vifit 
the churches, but break up frefli ground and en* 
deavour to raife up new plantations, which the 
fluggard refufcth to do by reafon of the cold. 
'Tis often feen that God keeps his fervants la- 
bouring in dark and barren pares of the earth 
till they are (locked with large (lore of expe* 
rience and knowledge, and then ufes them at the 
opening of the gates and in the high places of the city : 
Teafo have Ifirived to preach the gofpcU not where 
Chrifi was named, left 1 fhould build on another man^s 
foundation^ Rom. xv. 10. but where he was not 
named ^ this is lawful ftrife. 

4thly. A labourer in the Lord's vineyard will 
pften be troubled with the little foxes that fpoii 
the vines; which foxes are falfe prophets — thy 
prophets are like the foxes in the deferts^ Ezek. xiii* 
4. called foxes becaufe of their cuningand fubtlety^ 
and the dink that they make in the noflrils of God. 
Thefe bring in damnable hereftes tp oppofe the 
truth, and try to undermine the walls of falva* 
tion, prate againft divine infpiration, and ca« 
vil at faith and a good confcience 1 whild fe^ 
farating the vile from the precious^ is* doing the 
ifvork of a party fpirit; declaring the whole 
co.unfel of God faithfully, is doing the work of a 
bad fpirit» to hold the nrjfterj of faith in a pure 
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tonfcience^ is to be an Antinomian ; to hold Chrift 
as the end of the law for righteoufnefs, and the 
end of the commandment, to be charity ; and 
both thefc in the heart by the Spirit as the righ- 
teoufnefs of the law fulfilled in them^ is making 
void the law; enforcing a union with Cbfiji^ and 
a walk in the fpirit^ is fetting afide the rule of 
life; and preaching the grace of God^ is called 
rocking the cradle of the devil ; preaching one's 
own tcftimony is preaching felf j riefufing confe- 
deracy with the wicked is fingularity; and he 
mud be taken down in a public pulpit that mag* 
flifics his office v — ^While preaching to pleafe men 
is doing the work of an evangelift; preaching 
philofophy is doing the work of a learned divine i 
he that preaches the principles of jflelh and blood 
is a man of moderation ; and he that gives up 
the truth, gives into errors, connives at flander^ 
and juftifies the wicked, is a man of candour*-'-^ 
I cannot think but that thefe things will go by 
other names in the great day of judgment; I 
think it will be called walking in craftinefs, and 
handling the word . of God deceitfully. Thefc 
men take away the hedge of God*s vineyard, and 
let the wild ioar out of the for eft into it* 

The Lord look down in pity and vijlt this vine^ 
and enable his fervants lo ftand in the gapSy znd, 
make up the breaches ; for there are many who are 
trying to remove the bounds that God ^as fet, and 
the fences that difcriminating grace has made^ 
and fo to lay the inclofures of God l^vcl with the 
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common fields^ barren heaths, and parched places 
of the wilder nefs^ which Jhall ndver know when good 
cometb. To feparate the vile from the precious is 
God's command; and to contend earneftly for the 
faith once delivered to the faints^ is the duty of every 
Cbriftianj as well as the minifterial fervants of 
the Lord i in this work they are to (land like an 
iron pillar or a brazen wall. Though we may 
have fome caufe to complain, as Jeremiah did, 
H^o ii me my mother that thou baft borne me a man 
of ftrife and contention^ Jer. xv» iq. ,yct t^is is 
lawful fir if e. 

5thly« It is ufual for thofe who are called out 
of the common way> or raifed up for any parti- 
cular work, if they arc ufeful, to meet with the 
itrongeft oppofition, fometimes from God's own 
children, but efpccially/r^w/a^ 3r^/ir^«. Many. 
oppofers had Paul, who crept into boufes^ efpe-» 
cially thofe of the circumcifion, who made it 
their buHnefs to follow him from place to place 
in order to raife a ftorm againll him. The Sa- 
viour's parable was verified when the fteward^ 
namely the prieftly tribe, was put out of bis 
ftewardfbip ; be then lefTened the debts of Tinners 
to God, in order to be received into their boufes.--^ 
The apoftle complains ^of fuch, that they were 
enemies to the crofs of Cbrifti thzt thty fubver ted 
whole boufeSj teaching things that they ought noc> 
and as they hypocritically laboured in a fubter- 
raneous way, the apoftle adopted their diligence; 
he taught the people publicly^ and from houfe to beufe, 
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tnieavouring to warn every man^ and teacb every 
m§n: Whereunto / alfo labour^ strivino accord^ 
in^ t$ bis working which worketh in me mightily^ 
Col. u i8> 29. This Is lawful ftrife. 

6cht7« This fervant or foldier of the Lord is 
to endeavour to keep the fields and not }ike 
Epbraimj barne£ed and carrying bows^ turn back in 
the day of battle. The Lord's foldier vci\i^ fight a 
gwdfigbti he niuft be valiant for truths and keep 
both his arms and armour; truth is his Jhield and 
biuklef^ and *with this good thing he is never to 
part-^-^A this he ts never to turn his backj he 
that is ajhamed of me and my wordy of him will I 
ht ajhamed. In defence of truths and againft the 
enemies of it, he is to refifi unto blood strivino 
a^ainftfin, Heb. xii. 4^ 

. 7fhly. This labourer of foldier is not to regard 
every outcry that is made againft him. ^ Whea 
the fword of the fpirit lays open a finner's hearty 
or in hypocrite's empty profeffion, thefe are times 
that fimters in Zion are afraid, and fearfulnefsfurm 
prifes the hypocrites : Who among us fhall dwell with 
Aerlafiing burnings? Such as thefe will cry out 
againft a bad fpirit 1 too much bicternefs is 
complained of) thefe will lay in wait for him that 
reproves in the gate^ crying out, Prophefy fmootb 
/fo'^Pfj-u-prophefy dectits — ciufe the Holy One of 
Iff ad to ceafefrom before us\ give us a little can-* 
^«r— nnake us kerchief Sj few a few pillars under our 
orm holes, Ezek. xiii. i8. The fervant of the 
Lord is not to fpare the devil for his crying j 
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now is the time for the good foldier to f(41ow 
his blows, to fpeak like the piercing of a fivordy 
for the tongue of the wife is health \ now is the 
time to fee fire to the hole of the afp^ or lay the 
ax to the root ; and if the iron be blunt^ be tnuft 
whet the edge (with prayer), or put forth more 
ftrengtbj and look up for wifdom, which is profit^ 
able to direSl him where to cut. This is a work 
that the Lord's fervant findeth to do^ and he is 
to do it with all his i9iifg'i&/— which requires driv- 
ing, and is lawful ftrife, becaufe it is oppofing 
them that stuivb againft the Lord* Jen 1. 24. 

8tbly. Not only are the fervants of the Lord 
who labour in the word and doftrine command- 
ed to drive, but every awakened finner, who 
is compafTed about with numberlefs (ins, cor- 
ruptions, and fears^ which bring him into fo 
many (traits and difficulties-, he. is commanded 
to ftrive to enter in at the Jlreight gate^ notwith- 
ilanding the man;^ that will ftrive to enter in and 
fhall not be able. The people of God are to ftrive 
to afiift their minifter that the Lord fends them, 
when God has made it manifeft in their confcience$^ 
that he is fent by him ; and not ftand at the 
helm and watch to fee which way the ftream 
of public applaufe runs, but to watch the waters 
of life that make glad the city of God. Profcflbrs 
that aim at nothing but to take the ftrongeft 
fide, zdi. like Alexander the copperfmich, and 
follow a multitude to do evil, in oppofing the 
advocates for truth contrary to their own judg- 
5 ment 
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ment and confcience ; fuch thrive in their pro- 
feffion no better than Abitbopbel^ wbofe counfel 
was turned to foolijbnefs^ 2 Sam. xv. 31. nor do I 
fee how they can, for they firive againft tbeir 
Maker, Ifa. xlv. 9. they ftrive againft tbe frie/t, 
Hofea iv. 4. and they ftrive againft the verdict 
of their own confcience. The faints of God 
are to ftrive to allift the public fervants of the 
Lord in their work : Now I befeecb you^ bretbren, 
for tbe Lord Jejus Cbrift^s fake, and for tbe love of 
tbe Spirit^ that ye ftrive togetber witb me in your 
prayers to God for me^ Rom. xv. 30. This is law^ 
fidftrMng. 

Having fliewn you negatively what is not 
meant in my text» or is lawful firiving^ I come 
now to the fecond branch of this head, which 
is to (hew you politively what is meant, or to 
defer i be unlawful ftrife. — And tbe fervant of tbe 
Lord muft not ftrive, 

I ft. Though it is lawful for every man of God 
to covet earneftly the beft gifts, and to ftrive to 
excel for tbe edifying of tbe cburcb ; yet it is not 
lawful to (lander and heap public reproach on 
others in order to keep up our own popularity, 
or to eftablifti it, by belying thofe that God is 
pleafed to fend, much lefs are we to monopo- 
lize the churches of God into our hands, in order 
to keep others out, for fear of our own honour 
being eclipfed, much lefs are we to order 
churches that others have planted, to give the 
planter a final difmidlon from his own work be- 
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fore they can receive any a/fiftance, a$ fome hava 
idone^ at YiTookiog in Surry; this is lorfiing if 
ever out Lord^s heritage, and aiming ac the gar- 
land in an unlawful way. If a man firive for 
mafteries^yet is be nof crovpmd except be firive lawfully^ 
z Tiip* ii- (• for men to combine and ftrive in 
this manner is altogether unbepomiqg. Be not 
Pfafy puifterSj knowing that we fball receive the greater 
fondemnation i this ftrlfe is unlawful^ and in this 
fenfe, thefervant of the Lord muft nofftrivq. 

^dly. We muft not ftrive to oppofe others in 
bearing their own teftimony for God, nor be 
offended becaufe they zealoufly defend the great 
tr4]ths ihat God has revealed to them, fuch as 
. — the foycreignty of the A'niighty — liis perfonal 
election of his people— the proper deity of our 
Lord — particular redemption-— and juftification 
unto life by him ; as fome do who depart from 
the faith, turn their ears from the truth, and 
turn to fablesj boafting of free wilf while they 
^re.kd captive by the devil at his fvilli talking of 
power, while th/sy are fcrvants of fin; and boaft- 
ing of merit and fislf-pghteoufnefs, while fhe fen- 
tence of the law is in them, and they are accufed 
and condemned by their own thoughts and confcience 
all the day long. This is oppofing God, his wit- 
neflts, and the teftimony of his word, and taking 
part with the world, and endeavouring to fct the 
church of God on a level wi;b the wicked. Let 
the fotfherds firive with the potfbcrds of this earth, 
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but wot io bim that ftrives with bis Maker ^ Ifa. xlv. 9. 
This ftriving is unlawful $ in this fenfe, Sbefervani 
of the Lord muft not firive. 

gdly. Setting the law perpetually before the 
children of God, which has a tendency to terrify 
weak believers, and to take their mind fronn the 
Saviour, as too many do in our days, who make 
Mofes's law to be the truth of Mofes's rod, and 
fet it to fwalfow up all the promifes of the gofpel, 
as if the law was againji tbe fromife of God^ or the 
promife an enemy to the law. Surely the co- 
vcnanc of grace was in being before the law, 
and as it is a better covenant, and eftabliihed 
upon better promifes, one would think (of the 
two) the covenant of grace ought to have an 
equal fitting, if not the pre-eminence. But we 
have too many who are alive without the law, the 
law has not killed them, and being ignorant of 
the fentence of it, they are not dead to it. The 
law is to be ufed lawfully, to awaken carelefs 
finners, and ftop the mouths of proud boafters 
by bringing them iq guilty by the law; wbaifo^ 
ever tbe law fait b^ it faitb to tbem tbat are undeif the 
lawy tbat every mouth may be fiopped. We are to 
iofift upon the faints ordering their fteps in God's 
word, and on love to the law after the inner 
man, not to a part thereof, but to the whole wil) 
of God ; then fball I not be afbamed when I have 
refpeB unto all thy commandments ; but this love to 
the law after the inner man is nonfenfe to them 
who are not acquainted with the new man. 
Thofe that can a£t contrary to the commanding 
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will of the Saviour in the new ceftament, while 
they are contending for one chapter in the oldj^ 
are the worft of Antinomians. He ibat breaketb 
the le^fi pf tbefe commandments^ and teacbitb menfo^ 
whether by word or example, (hall be accounted 
leaft in the kingdom of beaven : But wbofoever Jbail 
do and teacb (do firft, and teach afterwards) (hall 
be accounted great. 'Tis vain to enforce the 
law to othersi unlefs they give us an account of 
its operation on their own hearts, and a copy of 
it in their owp life. Thofe that tell us perpe- 
tually that the ten commandments are the be- 
liever's only and all-fufiicient rule of life, feem 
to give us no account of themfelves being quick- 
ened; they are for excluding the Saviour's com- 
mands^ for not one of th^fe has eyer mentioned 
to me one word about the fpiritual rule that 
Chrifl: gave by Paul, which is eafiiy to be ac- 
counted for I for fpiritual circqmcifion, the new 
creature, and faith that worketh by love, are 
difficult points to handle, therefore 'tis better to 
wave the fubjed, and go to Sinai, for Ilhmael 
has more friends than Ifaac; more are the chil- 
flren of the defolate than thofe of the married 
wife, and by thefe means, fimple fouls are enter- 
tained with a vaiq jangl^, which ferves to make 
a ftir, employ the minds of the people, give a job 
to the devil^ and raife a multitude to ridicule 
the faith. We know the ten commandments arc 
qot of faith, nor do they give any dircdtioa 
about it ; they fay nothing about a Saviour, nor 
promife one, nor do they direft to bis blood an4 

right- 



Defcriled and Vindicated. 

righteoufnefs ; they know nothing about repent-* 
ancej they do not point to it, nor give it, nor 
accept it : it is perfeSl doing and perfea love that 
they require. But we arc under a better teacher^ 
namely the Spirit of promife, who teaches us to 
profit, and guides us into all truth ; we are 
taught of God to love one another. The law tells 
me to love my neighbour as myfelf, but not bet- 
ter, as the gofpel does, which fays, we ought to 
/tfy down our lives for the brethren — to be offered up 
upon t^e fervice of their faith — ^to fpend and be fpeni 
for them : Nor does it tell me to deny myfelf daily, 
nor to take up my daily crqfiy nor to fet my face, 
againft the world and oppofe it, nor yet to follow 
another in the regeneration^ nor yet be crying to God 
dof and night in prayer, nor give any direftion con- 
cerning the various branches of divine worlhip, 
not a word about baptifm, nor of breaking bread. 
If the ten commandments are the only rule, I 
cannot find any of thefe things in it ; and yet, 
many live in the prafbice of thefe things, which 
convinces me that believers have got other rules 
pf life befide the ten commandments, and a 
fpiritual rule too, befides this narrow legal one 
which fome contend for ; they muft take thefe 
things from fome other part of the will of God. 
It muft be confeffcd that unregenerate profefTors 
may have the form of knowledge and of the truth in 
the (letter) of the law, Rom. ii. 20. as well as the 
Jewifh pharifees had, and thefe may make the 
|aw their rule of life as it certainly is, for they 
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mud abide by the rule if they will live therein i 
jind fuch may be alive to this form of knowledge, 
and alive to this rule» and be as Paul was aUve 
witboiU tbi kw, Rom. vii. 9. for the finner*s 
form of knowledge^ and the fpiriiual law of God 
widely differ. Neverthelefsj according to this 
form of knowledge, which is their rule, they may 
perform a deal of fervice^ which is called ferving 
in tbe oldnefs of tbe ktler, Rom. vii. 6. thefe arc 
the people who ^t in Mpfes*s feaU and give rules 
to the believer, and whatever they bid him ob^ 
fcrve, he by the fpirit does; and if he docs thefe 
things, having them in his heart, he will at laft 
judge the others \ but the main drift of Satan in 
this buHncls is, to turn the eyes of weak be* 
lievcrs from the Saviour and fo bring them into 
bondage, as was the cafe with the Galatians. 
]$ut the believer has more than a form of know- 
ledge \ God fends the law in its fpiritual power 
to bis heart, and by his fpirit he writes it there, 
^hich leaves fo deep and lading an impreflion as 
^cycr to be blotted out. He is tbe man that 
leiovo} figbttoufaefs^ a man in wbofe bcari is God*s 
j^^p^^hc is not ative without tbe law^ but tbrougb 
the law alive to God — he walks in newnefs of life 
— \icfm)cs God in tbe newnefs of tbe fpirit^ not in 
(he oldnefs of the letter. This man is fure to be 
right, h^ is in the covenant, and has the law of 
God in bis heart, grace fubdues his fin, God 
guides bim with bis eye^ and he fcrves God in the 
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fpirit— rhe is circumcifed, and walks in love to Go4 
'. — he is a new creature and follows Cbrift in the re* 
generation — he has a faith that worketh by love» 
and he is not idle, but abounds in the work of 
the Lord ; and as many as walk according to this rtdt^ 
mercy on them and peace. If there is truth in the 
fcriptures, this man (hall be eternally faved ; this 
do£lrine will do to die by s the former may do to 
talk about or to trade with in order to gain a 
penny for a livelihood^ but it will afford no com- 
fort at death, nor is it attended with any power 
in life, God fets not his feal to that; this is vi« 
fible enough, and will be more fo daily. The 
believer is the man that will perform good works; 
thefe vain jaQglers about the law only drive in 
vain ; they fay and do not. This is z faithful f ay'* 
ing^ and thefe things I will that thou affirm con^ 
Jiantly^ that th^ which have believed in God (for 
'tis in vain that we expc6t them any where clfc) 
might be careful to maintain good works : thcfc 
things are good and prof table unto men. But avoid 
foolifh quejiionsy and genealogies^ and contentions^ and 
STRIVINGS about the lawi for they are unprofit" 
bleand vain, Titus iii. 8, 9. This is the unlawful 
ftrife of workmongcrs againft the grace of Gpd| 
but, in this fenfe, the fervant of the Lord mujt, nof 
flrive. 

4thly. To lay in wait for him that reproves in 
the gate— to make a man an offender for a word 
rr-to ridicule a fervant of God and his work^ by 
falfehood, as the Rev. Mr. Belly at Gravefend die! 
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mc, who ridiculed the providence of God in my 
Bank of Faith, declaring that I would fpirituali^e 
knives znd forks. ** I have got my fcrmon/* fays 
he, ** in my pocket, and am going to London 
** to-morrow, to preach againft the fpirit of that 
*^ book ;'' and he had got the materials in his 
pocket, nay, his behaviour was fuch as I am 
afliamed to mention, and the gentleman was fo 
hurt at it, that he had a good mind to have 
wrote to me, but when he came to town he 
took care to let me know the plot by a friend ; 
he knows the man, he lives at Dartford in Kenr» 
and will prove it to his head, I think he is one 
of a party fpirit, for he brought flrife and con- 
tention with him though he preached againfl: 
contention. He proved the neceflity of harmony 
by the cords of his inftrument, why then did he 
breed a jargon with me ? I had never feen hini 
nor fpoke to him. He enforced candour y and ex- 
claimed againfl: blood-thirfty rage, and fell foul 
of the text that 1 had handled, cavilling at the 
very words of God, which he was pleafed to ftile 
immodeft texts, which texts may (hortly ap- 
pear in print, and my fermons on them, if God 
permit. Can fuch conduft as this be of any ufe 
to the church of God? Can there be any edifica- 
tion in this ? Will this make a bad fpirit better i 
Is this the way to reconcile parties, or to cure 
a blood-thirfty difpofition i Can this create any 
lo?e among brethren ? Can playing with words^ 

enforcing 



Defcribid and Vindicated. 4$ 

enforcing philofophy, treating of mufic> and ci^^ 
villing at fcripture, do any good ? Is not this 
STRIVING about words to no profit^ but to the fub- 
verting if the bearers^ 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
This is unlawful Ji rife J and the fervant of the Lord 
mtft not ftrive ; which leads me to my third ge- 
neral head, which was to defcribe the gentlenefs 
if the Lord* s fervant ^ and how all forts of men 
will try it more or lefs. 

This gentlenefs in my text is not that tamcnefs, 
lazinefsy or evcnnefs of temper, which hypocrites 
fo much admire, which is to be found in carnal 
men ; this may be feen fometimes in deijis^ dead 
pbari/ees^ reformed prof effors^ or in a hypocrite when 
thunder-ftruck. Ahab feemed like a lyon when 
the prophet met him ; Haft thou found me O 
mine enemy ? and he anfwered, / have found thee, 
becaufe thou haft fold thyfelf to work evil in the 
fight of the Lord. I will make thine houfe like 
the houfe of Jeroboam, and the dogs fhall eat 
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Him that dieth 
of Ahab in the city the dogs fhall eat j and him 
that dieth in the field fhall the fowls eat. Thefe 
things tamed Ahab^ and made him gentle and 
traSable ; for he rent bis clothes^ put fackclotb on 
his flefb^ faftedj and went foftly i Seeft thou (faith 
God) how Ahab bumbles bimfelf ? i Kings xxi. from 
22 to 29th verfe. But this is not the gentlenefs 
meant in my text. Nicodemus was very gentle in 
the fenate concerning the rigorous meafures pro- 
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pofed CO be iifed againft Chrift ; ioes our lawjuigi 
a man beftre it bear him ? and he was the fame 
when he canne to Chrift by night, but the Sa- 
viour gave him no thanks for it« The young 
rtian in the gofpel^ when he was commanded to 
fell all and follow Chrift> was very tame and gentle^ 
and went away forrowful i but it was the forfow of 
the world, that worketh death. The Laodiceans 
were gentle, tamty and traSiaHe j they had no firi 
of lovey noT fiery zeal, no rancour, fplcen, nor bit- 
ternefs; they needed nothing, nor did they ftrivi 
for any thing, and this carnal eafe znA Jlotb is all 
x\it gentlenefs and candour that fome call for. But 
'tis not enough to be lukewarm, they muft be 
either cold or hot, they muft be with Chrift of 
againft him } they muft either gather with him, 
or fcatter abroad $ (ctvt God and hate mammon^ 
or ferve mammon and hate God. This gende^^ 
nefs fprings from ftupor, infenfibilicy, carnal 
cafe, and fpiritual death ; but the gentlenefs in 
my text is quite another thing ; it is not forced 
by the withering vengeance of God, nor does it . 
fpring from an outward reformation, nor from an 
external perfuming or embalming of finners by 
the word, which is fometimes the cafe where 
grate never reaches the heart or changes the 
foul. 

2dly. There is a gentlenefs that at times in- 
fluences even the fervants of the Lord, which 
fome of them arc brought into by the fear of 
man, want of zeal, courage, and faithfulnefs a 
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which they are brought into by aflfociating with thc^ 
tinregenerate* The liberality of hypocrites, the 
feigned humility of legal worknnongerd^ and tbd 
pretended candour of rotten fleflily prcfefibr^y 
abates the edge of their zeal^ betrays them Co btf 
partial in their trud, yield up half the good thing 
that is committed unto them to the children of 
lies ; and, for the fake of utilawful peace^ preacb 
a unirerfal gofpel, and negle£t the bounds that 
God has fixcdj blunt the edge of God'^ fword, 
and pay qo regard to the lines that he has drawn. 
This gentlenefs is not the gentlenefs that God 
commands in my text^ for this is reprehend ble« 
We find the angel or minifter of the church i^ 
Thyatirah had much of this fort of genilenefs ; he 
was not only gtntk to aU men, but to women alfo> 
for he fuffcred Jezebel to ieacby for which he wa^ 
reproved. 

The apoAle had fome preachers in his days 
that were gentle to thefe prophetefTes *, hence ht 
writes, that women fhould adorn themfelves in 
modeft apparel, with Ihamefacednefs and (bbriety^ 
which beeometh women profeffing godlinefs, 
with good works, and that they fiioukl learn in 
filence with all fubjedion, but not to be JuffHed 
to teach not to ufurp authority over th^ nisn j for 
Adam was firfl formed, then Eve; and Adanfi 
was not deceived — but the woman being de- 
ceived was in the tranfgreffion, i Tim. chap. 2. 
The beft account that Eve could give when 
the queftion was put horne^ fFoman wbdt haft 
12 thou 
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ibou done? was thisi the ferpent beguiled me \ and 
thofe that are fo fond of writing againft the 
Lord's fervant^ in order to bring his miniftry 
into contempt^ and injure the word of God» 
cah fay no more in their defence than their 
mother ^xAr-^tbe ferpent beguiled me. 

Some in the apoftle's days were not contented 
with carrying a private meflage by word of 
mouth, as Mary did to the apoftles^ nor with 
private converfe> as Prifcilla was, who were both 
converted women s one knew the pardon of her 
Jinsy and the other the way of tbe Lord\ but Paul 
had fome women that knew not the way of the 
Lord nor the pardon of fin^ yet would be 
teachers ; hence Timothy is commanded to avoid 
old wives fables^ though others might adhere to 
them. Paul had no fmall trials from this quar* 
ter; hence he ordains that no widow (hall be 
admitted to a proper relief under tbreefcore years 
of age having been tbe wife of one man^ well reported 
of for good works; if Jhe bath brought up chil'^ 
dren, if fbe hath lodged fir angers^ if Jbe hath wafhed 
the Jaints feet ^ if fhe hath diligently followed every 
good work, I Tim. v. 91 io» 

Paul had fome hon6urable women, and thefe 
he greatly honoured. We read alfo of real pro-* 
phetefles in the apoftle's days, but we have no 
prophecies from them againft the fervant of the 
Lord^ nor any account of their prophefying to 
teach men in public. Mary and Elizabeth pro-* 
phefied to each other ; and fuch are ordered to 
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ttach the younger women to be fober, guide the 
houfe, love their huA)ands and their children! to 
be difcreetj chafte^ and keepers at home^ Titus 
ii. 4. Paul had female fervantsthat waited on 
him and the churches^ but none of them pre-^ 
tended to teach him from the prefs ; they did 
not tell him in print that he was too little be- 
caufe he was let out of a window in a balket, 
nor that Apollos was too big by one half. Paul's 
fervants laboured with him, not againft bim*, they. 
fucccured bim^ and did not add afflidion to his bonds ; 
they carried his epiftles and his melTages by word 
of mouth — they waited on him inftead of flander- 
inghim; thty were fwifi to bear him, hut flow to 
teacb him; they were helpers with him^ noc 
plagues to him. 

But Paul had other forts of women, who 
knew not tbe way of the Lord, nor the pardon of 
fin, like Mary ; nor the Spirit's work on the fouI» 
like thofe good prophetefTes; but empty> info- 
lentj tyrannical, bold, daring, and imperious; 
thefe are they that would teach and ufurp autho* 
rity over the men, like fome in our days, whofe 
writings bear juft as much refemblance with 
Hannah's fong^ Elizabech's prophecy, and Mary's 
triumphs, as the hi (lory of Tom Thumb does 
wich Milton's Paradife Loft; the glorious rays 
of the one, and the confufed gloom of the other, 
make as great a contrail as the garden of Eden 
would with the regions of Lapland. With this 
fort of prophetefles the apoftle bad no little 
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troubk; and it apipcars there were too mmy 
preachers that were genlle cowards them, knowing^ 
liietr warm inclination to diSiate to the feconi 
Adam, as their poor grandmother had done to the 
Jirft : hence the apoftle adds, Btit youjiger widows 
rifufe\ for when they have begun to wax wanton 
againfi Cbrifi^ tbey wUl marry , baving damnation 
hecaufe tbey bave caft off tbeir firfi fintby i Tim, v* 
1 1, 12. He goes on-^-and witbal tbey learn to be 
fdk'^tikty would fooncr break through the pofi« 
tive commands of God, and reprobate the mi- 
RfAry of his fervants^ than work for their bread ; 
wandering about from boufe- to boufe^ fays Paul ; 
that is, to mump a livelihood under a pretence 
of religion, rather than bandle tbe fpindle or tbe 
difiaff^ or look well to ber own bonfebold^ Pro v. xxxk 
99. And not only idle, fays Paul, but tatlers alfo ^ 
that is> they would fooner carry tales, either 
with their tongue or pen from the prefs» for two» 
feneo apiece^ than buckle to the fpinning wbeel^ 
or be confined to the intolerable employment of 
knitting or fiwing^ thefe things make women cut 
no figure in life; Dorczs^s making garments for 
the poor«-Hannah's making little coats for Samuel 
^-•Rachers keeping /beep — and Rutb*$ jtf;>| toglean^ 
ing^ ihews the weaknefs of tho£i honourable 
women. Thefe forts of prophetefieft have no 
notion of being the daughters of Sarah, calling 
the mafter of the houfehold. Lord. It is truc» 
the real daughters of Sarah even in our day will 
not be aibamed of their mothers humble con^^ 

dua^ 
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duft ; but as for our prophetcfles, falfely fo calU 

cd, they fcctn to be of the temper of Hagar ;— 
not contented with turning Sarab out of the cbair^ 
but they fpit their venom at the Lord of the 
houfehold^ that he fends fervants too big into the 
vineyard; thefe women lay by their weaknefs, 
and let the world know that they can cope with 
men — their honour confifts in taking a divine 
by the collar. Thefe had rather be teachers 
than learners I chufe to guide the officers of the 
boufebold^ rather than their ownboufe^ to handle 
the pen, rather than the fpindlei to ufurp authority 
over the man, rather than be \ti fubjeBion \ to break 
every politive command of God for a few pence^ 
rather than work to earn it; and to be eom^ 
manders in chief, rather than to be in ftknce*^^ 
Hence the apoftle calls them hufy bodies ; that is, 
they neglefi: all the bufinefs that God has fee 
them at, and trouble themfelves about the bufi- 
nefs of others ; having difcarded the difiaff and the 
ffindU^ they take to the pen and tongue, and live 
by that, and all in abfolute rebellion againft 
God \ hence 'tis called fptaking things which they 
ought not, I Tim. V. la, 13. The apoftle, being 
fick of thtk female teachers, concludes by ordain- 
ing them fome employment, in order I fuppofe 
to keep them quiet — Iwill therefore that the younger 
uomen marry, bear children, guide the houfe, give 
none occqfion to the adverfary to fpeak reproachfully ; 
for fome [of thefe women] are already turned afide 
afttr Satan, i Tim. v. I4» 'S* Hence we learn thac 
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fome preachers ufed gentlenefs with thefe pro- 
phete(res> but this is not the gentlenefs in my 
text. 

This genlUne/s mentioned in my text is not to 
be found in minifters of the letter, nor yet in 
hypocritical prof ejjhrs \ it is a ^^^^ peculiar to the 
regenerate^ and is a gift from above^ and God 
will give it to whom he pleafes \ but the wifdem 
that is from above is firft pure — it purifies the heart 
and judgment, and leads the mind into a pure 
love of the truth ; then peaceable — it reveals the 
way of peace, it proclaims peace to the hearty 
and makes men earned in preaching peace, and 
at keeping the unity of thefpirit in the bond of peace. 
It is gentle toward the weaklings o(t\it flock i gentle 
toward the backjlider, or thofe that turn afide \ gentle 
in perfecution toward thofe x}x2Xoppofe themfelves^oz 
fct themfelves toc/ip^ the truths and eajytobeintreat^ 
ed'-or eafy to thofe that intreat^ not flander; full of 
mercy and good fruits — full of the mercy of God, 
which produces good fruits inftead of antino* 
mianifm -, without partiality^ and without bypocrify^ 
James iii. 17. It teaches no man to be partial 
'\n the word of God ; it teaches no man to juftify 
a falfe preacher, nor to (lander a true one ; it is 
without hypocrify — it makes a man honeft in heart, 
and found in the truth; it teaches no man to 
condemn tbejujl, norjuftify the wicked, for both tbeji 
are an abomination. 

2dly. This gentlenefs is a fruit of the Spirit • 
but the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long^ 

fuffering^ 
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fufferingy genflene/s^ goodnefs, faith. Gal. v. 22.— 
If it be a fruit of the Spirit, it cannot be found 
in any but thofe that are born of the H0I7 
Ghoft — ^who love God — have peace with him— - 
and joy in him ; hypocrites may pretend to it> 
and contend for it, but they know nothing about 
it. 

This grace was, and ftill is, wonderfully exer- 
cifcd by the Saviour toward his own tried chil- 
dren, efpecially towards poor humble penitents 
in foul travail: He {hz\\ feed bis flock likeajhep- 
herd: he fliall gather the lambs with his armsj and 
carry them in his bofom, and fhall gently lead 
thofe that are with youngs Ifa. xl. 11. But the 
Saviour made ufe of none of this gentlenefs to 
Herod the fox \ nor to the dogs^ when he tells us 
not to caft that which is holy to them ; nor to the 
fwine, before whom we are not to caft our pearls ; 
nor yet to the ferpents and vipers^ for he was not 
a gentle fhepherd to them j they were not ofhisjheep i 
be threatens them with the damnation ofhelL 

The apoftle made ufe of this grace o( gentlenefs, 
when he afted the part of a nurfe to, thofe that 
were babes in grace: For our exhortation was not 
of deceit f nor of uncleannefs, nor in guile : For nei- 
ther at any time ufcd we flattering words, as ye 
know, nor a cloak of covetoufnefs j God is witncfs, 
not o{ mtzi fought we glory, nor of you, nor yet of 
others, when we might have been burdenfome 
as the apoftles of Cbrift. But we were CENxtE 

D 3 among 



54 7^^^ Servant of the Lord 

among you^ even as a nurfe cbtrijhetb her children^ 
I Their, ii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 

Thus we may fee chat the Saviour in his cha- 
racter of a Shepherd ufed gentUnefs^ but as the 
iton of the tribe of Judah, he will ufe his 
fword. So Paul, in the charafter of a nurfe ufed 
gentlenefs^ but this did not deftroy his valour as a 
foldier ; for when thofe of the circumcifion called 
hicn an Antinomian^ aflferting, that he made void 
the lav^ through faith ; and that he faid^ let us da 
m/ that good may come i let us fin that grace may 
abound. Paul lays by his gentlenefs and takes his 
fword, and tells them that their damnation is juji. 
\ come now to treat of the aptnefs or aptitude of 
the hordes fervant to teach ^ and the caufe of it ; and 
of the unaptnefs of pretenders to it, and the rea^ 
fon why. I cbofe to handle my heads in this man- 
ner becaufe the word of God is called a two edged 
fword \ and if fo, we ought to make it cut both 
ways. 

This word apt^ GgniBes that he has received 
gifts zr\d grace to // him for the works that his 
abilities are fuitable to it ; and by the conftrain- 
ing power of grace, he is inclined to teach 
others, and has a quicknefs or readinefs for it, 
which; he is inwardly moved to by the Spirit of 
God. He knows both law and gofpcl experi- 
mentally ; the one Bres bis zeal, the other draws 
his love to God ; and this fire moves him and 
conftrains him ; he knows the terrors of the Lord^ 
andperfuades men\ he has felt the pardon of his 

own 
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own fin, and therefore can preach fitgivenefs to 
others; he is ac pace wiib God, and therefore 
preaches peace ; he believes^ and therefore J^eaks % 
he is juflified or made righteous^ and is a preacher 
ef righteoufnefs \ he has tafted that the Lord is 
gracious, and preaches grace-, he has nnade his 
own calling and eleSion fare, and lb calls others^ 
and preaches elcdlion to them ; God's word hat 
quickened him, and he holds forth the word of life 1 
the Spirit of the Lord minifters^//i zmi grace to 
him^ and he is a minifter of the Spirit to others^ 
that they mi^t partake of his grace 5 God has put 
abundance of grace in his hearty and *tis out of 
the abundance of his heart that his mouth [peaks ; 
God has put the treafure into his earthen vejfel, and 
he brings out of his treafure things new and old\ in 
a wordy it is an experimental knowledge of the 
happy enjoyment of thefe things that makes the 
fervant of the Lord fo apt, fit, forward, ready, and 
jtnck to teach. 

The moving caufe is God^s love to him^ and its 
conllraining power in him j the love ofChrift con- 
ftraineth us, fays Paul, to fuffer all things for the 
eUSs/ake, that they tn2Ly obtain the /alvation that 
is in Chrift Je/us with eternal glory. The word of 
God dwelling richfy in the heart, makes a man 
weary of holding in i 'tis like a fire, it will blaze 
out i the fpirit is like new wine, it will have vent. 
It is a well of water fpringing up, and will flow 
over I and men of underftanding will draw ic 
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out, and refrefli themfelves with it. I come 
now to fliew the unaptnefs of gracelefs pretenders 
to this workj and the reafon why they are fo 
unapt. 

I ft. Becaufe they aim at nothing but the dou- 
ble honour that belongs to the office \ the applauje 
of the people, iht fleece of x}\^Jbeep^ and at a gen- 
teel life \ they grafp at the miniftry to nwrje their 
pide^ and indulge their lazinefs i hence they are 
called, heady^ highmindedj dumb dogs, fl^^py ^g^ 
loving to flumbeTy and greedy dogs that can never 
have enough. Thefe men are apt to drefs, apt to 
fieecCy apt to eaty and apt to fleepi but not apt to 
ieach. Becaufe though they may have a gifty 
yet they have not life i they are inftruments wilb-^ 
cut life-giving found i but God fays, take awoy the 
noife of thy viols — he is not charmed with violins ot 
fiddUs. 

The reafon of their unaptnefs is, there is no 
Springing well in their hearts, no oil in the crufe, no 
new wine in the bottle, no divine treafure in the 
earthen vejfel, no life in the fouU no faith in the 
heart. Their treafure is at leaft dole from others, 
pilfered out of other men*s works, and committed 
to paper i their treafure lays all in their pocket, 
and how ihould fuch be apt to teach who have no 
heart-treafure for it i if the heart be exercifed with 
covetous praSieeSy as Peter fays, it cannot be ex- 
ercifed with an aptnefs or fitnefs to teach. 

Others have got a ftrong memory, and all that 
they can hear or borrow they commit to thats 
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their trcafure is laid up in their head; head* 
knowledge without the Springing well^ is like a 
pool of (landing water, foon ftalc, and foon dry. 
Yet with this ftock they will at times cut a to- 
lerable figure in a pulpit ; and the godly them* 
felves will fay the doftrines are founds the prayer 
is evangelical, the fpeech in prayer and in the 
iermon \% found fpeech that cannot he condemned \ but 
when the preacher is out of the pulpit he is 
<{uite another thing; he is no evangelifl: only 
when he preaches ; hence enquiring fouls who 
go to him when he has done, and make ufe of 
fomc part of his fermon, telling him how it 
agreed with their experience, can get no fatis- 
faftory anfwer; the fermon was one thing, the 
converfation is another; this is the man that 
voears a garment of linen and woollen together ; he is 
i time-ferver, a man^pleafer, who thirds for no- 
thing but applaufe, a genteel appearance, and an 
idle life 1 fuch cannot preach the faitb^ for they 
aave no faith ; bow can they believe that receive 
tanour one of another^ and not the honour that cometb 
j^om God only? Thefe are not fervants of the Lordy 
t\ty ferve their own belly ^ and as the love of God 
ii not in them, we cannot fuppofe that they are 
a^t to teach ; which leads me, 

3dly, To conQder the patience of the Lord's 
fcrvant, and of them that are faid to wear it out, 
A labourer in the Lord's vineyard has need of 
patieoce> for he is called to bear the burden and 
beat of the day \ fupcrficial profcffors will con- 
demn 
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dcmn his plowing ; erroneous men will oppofc the 
precious feed that he bears ; his zeal will be called 
rage ; his fervour^ fpleen and bitternefs } his at- 
tachment to Jiudyy rcfcrvedncfs J his continuing 
wherein he is called, fingularity; his endeavours 
to fepar ate the vile from the precious^ the effefts of 
a party fpirit ; preaching free grace will be called 
Antinomianifm I handling dark paff ages ^ is enthu* 
fiafm J and refufing confederacy with them that fay a 
confederacy is the effcdb of pride 5 and thofe that 
carneftly contend for the faith^ have no candour. 
The fervant of the Lord, as a labourer in thcf 
vmeyard, had need of patience to bear all this, 
fo as not to be difcouraged nor frightened from 
his work by it; Becaufe tkou baft kept the word of 
my patience^ 1 alfo will keep tbee from the hour cf 
temptation that fhall come upon all the world to try 
them. The Lord's labourer is not to leave bis work, 
becaufe of the oppolition that is made againft 
him i he is to continue patiently in his labour, 
ufe the mouth and wifdom that God has given him, 
and oppofc all that oppofe the truth ; / know thy 
works^ and thy labour^ and thy patience^ and hov 
thou canft not bear them that are evil ; and thou bafi 
tried them that fay they are apoftles and are not, and 
baft found them liars s and haft born^ and haft pa- 
tience, and for my name fake haft laboured^ and bafi 
not fainted. Rev. ii. 2, 3. Thus we fee a man's 
patience is not to drive htm from his labour^ 
nor from trying them that fay they are apoftles or 
ivangelifts i this is a good work^ and is coupled 
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with patience^ and is approved by the Lord 1 whof 
focver pretends to thefe offices is to be. proved 
a Uar by the fervanls of the Lord, if he is not. 

Nor arc we to ccafe plowing and /owing as the 
Lord's labourers, on account of the various winds 
if irror ', nor be difcouragcd at it by feigned pre- 
tenders to candour, nor by the clouds of falfewit^ 
nejfes. In the morning fow thy feed^ and in the evening 
-withhold not thine band. He that obfervetb the wind 
fbaU not fow, and he that regardetb the clouds (of 
falfe witneffcs) Jhall not reap^ EcdeC ii. 4, 

Thofe th^t^n openly are to be rebuked before all^ 
thai others may fear -, and in this work we~ are to 
continue, whatever we may fuffer in it : Preach 
sh€ wordy be inflant in feafon and out of feafon s re» 
prove, reiuke, exhort, with all kngfuffering anddoc^ 
trine : Far the time will come when they will not en* 
dure found doSrine, 2 Tim. iv. ^, g. 

The fervant of the Lord has need of patiefure, 
and ought to pray for it^ for the good of his own 
ibul i for 'tis faith that worketh patience $ and pa-- 
tiencci experience \ and experience, hope ; and he had 
need of it in exercife daily, that after he has done 
the will of God, he may inherit the bleffing ; wbi^b 
mU is, to try them that fay they are apoftJes, and 
to prove them liars if they are not i to feparate ibe 
vile from the precious i to flop the mouths of gain* 
foyers ; to oppofe, and not fuffer a woman to teach^ 
nor ufurp authority over the man ; to oppofe errors, 
and the vain janglings of thofe that d^re to be 
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teachers of the law; to fight again ft them that 
creep into houfes^ and lead captive Jilly women $ and 
to have nothing to do with thofe that are heady 
* and highmindedi lovers ofpkafure more than lovers of 
God: K fervant of the Lord is to purge himfelf 
from thefcj that he may be a vejfel unto honour j pre^ 
pared unto every good work. 

The fervant of the Lord in his military cha- 
raftcr, as a good Joldier of Jefus Cbriftj has need 
cf patience I foldiers, in the literal fenfe, are a 
very unwelcome gueft to many, efpecially to inn- 
keepers; every upftart landlady^ every bar-maid^ 
and draggle-tailed girl that attends the tap, will 
flout and hoot at a foldier ; and fo sigood foidier of 
Jefus Chrift often finds it. ^exabel kills all that 
ihe could, and drives an hundred more into a cave^ 
and then purfued one of the befi men that ever 
lived, namely, Elijah ; and fwears to kill the de<» 
fence of the nation, even the chariot of Ifrael and 
the borfemen thereof. 

Not only Jezabel deftroys them, but Herodias 
counfels her daughter to get the invaluable prize 
of zprophet^s head, as a reward for her dancing; 
as if nothing but the blood of one of the greatefi 
prophets that ever was born of woman could pay 
the demands of a dancing-mifs; thus have the 
good foldiers of Jefus Chrift fufFered by old wives, 
harlots, and dancing girls. 

Mofes, who was faithful in all God's houfe, had 
no fmall trouble from this quarter : We read of 
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A£riam^s talitig a timbrel in her band^ and going be» 
fore the womeny and leading on the mufick and the 
dancings and ordering her female attendance to 
ling to the Lord, becaufe he had triumphed glo« 
rioufly, Exod. xv. 2c, 21. but foon after fhe op« 
pofes Mofes, and wants to be a mediator and a 
law-giver ; and Miriam and Aaron /pake againji 
Mofes ; Miriam firft, and Aaron afterwards i (he 
had engaged the high friejt in her con/piracy : And 
they Jaidy hath the Lord indeed fpoken only by Mofes ? 
hath he not fpoken alfo by us? and the Lord heard it. 
Num. xii. i, 2. Now the man Mofes was very meek^ 
above all the men which were upon the face of the 
earthy Num. xii. 3. yet his meeknefs or candour 
did not (kreen him from the fccurgeof women's 
tongues. Therefore God comes down to ftop this 
rebellious female teacher: And the Lord^fpake 
fuddenly unto Mofesy Aaron, and unto Miriam^ Come 
out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregd^ 
tion-y and he called Aaron and Miriam, and they 
both cameforthy Num. xii. 4» 5. and he faid, bear 
now my words ; // there be a prophet among you, I the 
Lord will make myfelf known unto him in a vifion^ 
and will fpeak unto him in a dream ; my fervant 
Mofes is not fo, who is faithful in all mine houfe ; 
with him will 1 fpeak mouth to mouth, even appa* 
rently, and not in dark fpeecbesi wherefore then 
were ye not afraid to fpeak againji my fervant 
Mofes, Num. xii. 7, 8* and the anger of the Lord 
was kindled againji them, and he departed ; and the 
cloud departed from off the tabernacle, and behold 
Mriam became leprous, white asfnow. And Aaron 
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ftid onto Mofes^ Alasj m/ Lord^ I befeecb ihee, lay 
ntit the fin upon us wherein we have done fool^ 
ifi>fy^ and wherein we have Jinned ; let her not be 
as me dead. Num. xii. io> ii, 12. And Me/es 
(who was not deftitute of candour) cryed unto the 
Lord, faying, heal her now, O God I befeecb thee ; 
and the Lord faid unto Mofes, if her father had 
fpit in her face^ Ihould (he not be ajhamed feven 
days\ how much more for fpitting in the face of 
her Maker^ and rebelling againft the prophet 
and mediator that God had appointed i^^Let her 
be fi)ut out of the camp feven days, Num« xii. 12^ 

MSriam was not like Deborah the prophetefs ; 
t^hen (be had received a meifage from the Lord, 
fhe tells Barak of it privately, after (he had fenC 
and called him s and when Barak declared that 
he would not go unlefs j(he went with him, fhe 
rebukes him, and tells him if he wants a woman's 
iaid to defend him, a woman fhall take the glory 
of the viAoryfrom him : Jnd Barak faid unto her. 
If thou wilt go with me then I will go ; but if thou 
to/// not go with me, then I will not go: And fhe 
faid, I will furely go with thee i notwithftanding the 
journey that thou takejlfhall not be for thine honour i 
for the Lord Jhatt fell Sifera into the hands of a 
woman. Judges iv. 8, 9. Here is a woman that 
is called a prophetefs ; one to whom a meflage 
from heaven came; yet flie did not turn her 
divine meflage into a twopenny fquib, in order to 
fire it off againft the Lord^s minifters at the door 
of the fynagogues when the people were going to 
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Vforjbip. She received her mefTage from God Co 
Baraks and to him (he delivered ic$ and when he 
called for her help, (he predicted the lofs of his 
honour. 

And this I will be bold to affirm^ that if I 
have written falfehood — if I am in errors — if my 
doflrine makes void the law — if I be an Anti- 
Domian, and influenced by a bad or by a party 
fpirit — if I am of a blood-thirfty dffpofition^rif 
infiuenced with rancour, fpleen, and bitternefs— 
if deftttute of meeknefs and candour, and too big 
kf cMe-balf-^then it may be depended upon that 
the condu£t of the prefent combination has been 
con(]ftent with the will of God^ and that our 
prefent prapbetefs^ who has made fo free with me^ 
my office, my dodrines, and my ftature, in my pre- 
lenfionsco excell, has done right; and that God will 
ihew his approbation, and bear his comfortable 
teftimony to them, and- incline his faints to juftify 
his proceeding in and by them all. But if, on the 
other hand, I am a child of his, and am called 
by him to the miniftry, and am doing his work 
inftead of deceiving the people or dividing them 
by a bad fpirit of fpleen and bitternefs, then I 
fay God foalt fi>ew me a token for good, and that 
otbers tbat bate me Jball fee it ; and thofe of the 
combination who have (landered me, reproached 
me, and injured me, together with the prefent 
fropbetefs that has made fo free with my miniftry, 
flmll feiifibly meet with the vifible difapprobation 
of God s and it (hall be made known in as plain 
a manner as the approbation of God to Abel 
i6 waa 
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was before Cain, I (hall pawn my honour in 
the miniftry upon this, and ^hc prefent genera<« 
tion (hall bear witnefs to it $ and. I will leave God 
to juftify his own conduct with refpcft to fending 
out fuch bad fpiriced men as me> and to vindicate 
me if I am his fervant. 

I wiffi every true Ifraelite to obferve what this 
cnthuliaftic Micaiab faith, and watch the event* 
If I am the Lord's fervant, thefe weapons of wo^ 
men fhall not profper againft me ; but if I am 
not they certainly (hall. Zerefh herfelf, the wife 
of Ham an, though the daughter of the devil^ 
could never predift fuccefs even to her own 
hu(band againft the feed of the Jews^ Eft, vi. 13. 
and God has declared that no weapon formed 
againft his fervants (hall profper; and I believe 
he fpeaks as he means. What I have a(rerted I 
found on theteftimonyof his own word, and upon 
the teftimony that I think he has given me — 
teftifying my adoption, and my call to the mi- 
niftry^ which I (hall fubmit to his will to own 
or difown according to his faithfu}ne(s and 
truth. 

Thus we fee that the fervants of the Lord, 
both as labourers in the vineyard and as goodfoldiers 
of Jefus Cbrifty have need of patience^ and that 
in many refpefts. 'Tis in patience that we are to 
poiTefs our fouls ; and this grace is coupled with 
faith y and is to be found in none but real believ-*^ 
ers; hence it is called iht patience and faith of th% 
faints. We fee that all forts of people will try 
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this grace more or hfsi not only perfecutors^ 
devils, and ungodly men^ but Unk children^ as 
Eiiflia foubd it, and old women alfo. 

I have received letters from all forts of people^ 
women and alls fome have informed me that 
they have been intolerably prejudiced ^gainfl: me^ 
and defired me to call upon them to remove it> 
which I did not fee to be a part of my duty as a 
minifter; for people that live in idlenefs can 
attend upon me better than I can upon them i 
efpecially women deftitute of grace, who rather 
command than intrtat. I own Wifdom is gentle 
to them that intreat^ but not to women that 
command. I did not get at my miniftry fo eafy, 
and therefore dare not make it too cheap : Lif 
them return unto thee, fays God^ hit return tbou 
not unto tbem^ Jer. xv. 19. 

I received another long epiftle from a woman 
after the above^ which I muft confefs was preg* 
nant with a deal of warm zeal ; and 'twas fent by 
one who it feems is a ftaunch advocate for a cer« 
tain evangelift; I opened it jufl: before,! went 
into the pulpit i but as I found no candour in it^ 
I carried it into the veftry, and delivered it into 
the hands of Mr. Brayne, and defired that ic 
might be read to the Deacons, which it accord- 
ingly was ;' and I was glad that they read it ; for 
at the conclufion it favoured too much of fpleea 
and bitternefs, for (he plainly " d d me for a 
rafcal for writing againft fo good a mah/^ I do 
not pretend to fay that this woman is not a pro^^ 
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fbetifs^ for I believe {he is, and one of the fame 
ftamp that bear that name in the 13th chapter of 
Ezekiel's prophefy; and fuch as the-apoftle Paul 
¥ras troubled with in his days; yet I muft do 
her jufticei for although (he was found out upon 
the enquiry of the Deacons to be a common 
proftituce on the town, yet fhe did not print her 
letter and fend it after me from one place of 
worfhip to another ; (he had modefty enough to 
feal it up and direft it to me as a private rebuke, 
which was well taken, becaufe flie did not fcem 
to wi(h to hurt the caufe of God on my account, 
nor to adt the part of a devil at the chapel door; 
that is, (he did not order an outcry to be made 
at the door of the congregation when the people 
were going our, as the devil is faid to do, who 
comes in the charaftcr of the wicked one ^ tojieal 
away the feed that is /own in people* s hearts^ in order 
to make them unfruitful to God. In this (he (hewed 
fome fymptoms of fear and reverence, and fome 
regard for the caufe of God, though (he thought 
it her duty to lay a private lafh upon me. By 
thefe things it may be feen that a labourer in the 
LordCs vineyard^ and a gocdfoldier of Jefus Cbrijt, 
had need of patience. 

I come now to treat of the meeknefs mentioned 
in my text, and wherein it differs from that 
which is common to flefb and bloody which pro- 
duces what is commonly called candour^ which 
is fo much admired by hypocrites. 

This 
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This meeknefs is a grace that is never to be 
found in any but regenerate people, though 
fonnething like it may at times be feen in an 
alarmed finncr, or in a difcovercd hypocrite, 
which has deceived thoufands of gracious fouls, 
whofe natural pafiions have been moved at their 
trouble, as Samuel was at the calamitv of Saul, 
for which God rebuked him i yet this meeknefs 
that I have to treat of has not corrupt nature for 
its foil; the embalmed hypocrite may counterfeit 
it, but never can produce ici the perfon that is a 
ftranger to real converfion, and to the operations 
of the Holy Ghoft, has nothing of this invalu- 
able grace; it is one of Zion^s ornaments \ an 
hypocrite may counterfeit it, as a whore does 
the dignity of a wife, who feigns to be the lady of 
a nobleman, or as a concubine puts on the 
diadem of a queen 'y who has juft as much right to 
it as Satan had to his dignity when he told the 
Saviour that the kingdoms of this world were biSj 
and to whom be would be gave them-, but he could 
never make his title good. 

Spiritual meeknefs is an ornament that God puts 
upon a regenerated and renewed foul, and has its 
exiftence in that which is called the new^ or 
bidden man : Let your adorning be the bidden man of 
tbe hearty in tbat whicb is not corruptible^ even tbe 
ornament of a meek and quiet fpirity wbicb is in tbe 
figbt of God of great price^ i Peter iii. 4, Here 
we learn lYizi fpiritual meeknefs exifts in that which 
is incorruptible, namely, in the Holy Ghoft, and 
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is a fruit of him-^ibe fruit of the Spirit is meek* 
nefs^ Ga]« v. 23. It is the compaffionate bowels 
of the new or bidden man of the hearty and as it 
is a fruit of God's Spirit, it is in bis fight of great 
price. 

This fofcening humbling grace attends and 
aflifts the faith of a real believer in his attending 
on the preached word, when he is enabled to mix 
faith with it. Spiritual meeknefs foftens the foil 
of the believing heart, and gives the word a 
deepnefs of earth to ftrike root in, and moiftens it 
that he may not fall away for the want of root^ 
Matt. xiii. 6. nor wither for the want of moifiure^ 
Luke viii. 6. This foftening grace makes way 
for the word of God to gender or ingraft itfelf 
under the operations of the Spirit, to every 
faculty of the heaven-born foul } infomuch that 
the word becomes an incorruptible feed in the 
believer, that lives and abides for ever^ and aflures 
him of falvation. Hence the believer is faid to 
receive with meeknefs the ingrafted word^ which is 
able to fave his fouU James i. 2i« Without this 
fruit of the Holy Ghoft there is no feeding on the 
word — there is no digefting nor concoftings a 
man may fill his head with notions, but not his 
foul with good : The meekfhall eat and be fatisfiedi 
they fball praife the Lord that feek him^ Pfalm 
xxii. 26. 

I (hall now Ihew how this meeknefs is produced. 
We find it is to be found in none but regenerate 
men i this meeknefs is in the hidden man, and the 
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rcfidence of this hidden man is the heart; hence 
he is called the bidden man of the heart \ but the 
finner's heart muft be broken^ and thrown open 
too. before this new man can come in to hide 
himfelf, fo as to become a bidden man there. A 
ftony-hearted finner can give this new man no 
refidence i the (lone muft be removed from the 
well's mouth — fin purged — an heart of flelh given 
—and a new fpirit be received — fclf be debafed 
and abhorred^ and God difcovered as pacified 
toward us^ before this meeknefs will appean God's 
word is a bammer to break tbis rock^ efpecially 
when accompanied with the thundering voice of 
God in his law, which pierces the deepeft recefles 
of the foul, and makes inquifition for blcod'^-^c^ 
mands perfed obedience on peril of damnation — 
carries the fcrutiny with all imaginable rigour—* 
ftrikes the finner dumb at the dreadful tribunal^ 
until he is finking between a double fentdnce» 
namely, that of a broken law and an boneji con^ 
fcience^ until the fting of death and wrath of God 
acquaint him with the fnares of death and pains 
of hell, which give him a foretafte of what he 
juftly defer ves. This man is fore broken in the 
place of dragonsy and covered with the fbadow of 
deaths and knows the terrors of the Lord ; yet 
all this will not produce meeknefs. 

Such a finner will be drowned in tears^ filled 
with ielf-pity and univerfal candour; his deport 
and countenance will difcover a deal of humi- 
lity ; he will cry out againft fini and his words 
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will be fmoothcr than oil ; but in heart he frets 
againft the Lord — he curfes the day of his birth- 
blames his Maker for bringing him into exift- 
cnce — wilhes there was no God to punifli him— 
fain would fly out of his hand — or, like the 
devil himfelf, he would be glad to afcend above 
the height^ of the clouds^ and be equal to the Moft 
High^ while he is fenfibly Gnking into bell to ibe 
fides of the pitj Ifa. xir. 14, 15. But when the 
Holy Ghoft opens th'" nearr, and lets a divine ray 
into it, there is an beating balm that attends this 
V)ing or beam of the Sun of Right eoufnefsi the un* 
dcrftanding receives iht unSion or eye Jalve \ and, 
beginning to fee, the poor fmner purfues the 
beam up to the bleffed face from whence it 
came, and difcovers fomething of the light of tbe 
knowledge of tbe glory of God in tbe face of Jefus 
Cbriji. This unftion difpels *the vail from the 
underftanding, influences the mind, and conveys 
to the heart the pleafing tidings of a door of bcpe 
being difcovered ; while the heart appears wide 
open, broken with defires, pouring out petition 
after petition, backed with ten thoufand wifliesj 
longings, fighings, and groanings, that the objeS 
if bope who h^isjbewed bimfetf through tbe lattice^ 
will but come into tbe garden^ where he is to meet 
with the kindefl: reception and the bcft enter- 
tainment that can be prepared by a loft, ruined, 
felf-loathed and felf-condemned finncrt 

At length the Lord defcends on his own 
beam, and tells the finner that he has overcome bimr 

and 
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I and appeai-s the^z^/i^^r of fakb^ and dwells in ib^ 

j heart by it; where the (inner finds fuch an en^- 

tercainment as none know but God and himfelf; 
now he feeds on the hidden manna \ iings a fong^ 
that none can learn but the redeemed ;• the new 
name of a fon of God by adoption is written on 
him I the white ftone^ that witneffes his fonlhip^ 
is received; he is eftablifhed in hope like a 
pillar; and the name of God is written in legible 
characters on him> and appears as confpicuous 
to others as, Holinefs to the Lord^ did on the high 
priejis mitre. Now he arifes and (hines, for hi$ 
light is comcj and the glory of God is rifen on 
him ; this man knows what fpiritual meeknefs is \ 
Chriil crucified, and his broken fpirit have had 
a meeting; he knows fomething of the meek and 
lowly Jefus experimentally ; but thofe that are 
ftrangers to all thefe things, have no more of 
this meeknefs about them than thofe that Chrift 
calls weepers and wallers in hell. Such a foul as 
this cannot give an account of the goodnefs of 
God to him without being fenfibly and deeply 
affcfted : He will fanSlify the Lord in his hearty 
and be ready always to give an anfwer to every man 
that ajketb him a reafon of the hope that is in him, 
with meeknefs and fear, i Peter iii. 15. 

But the hypocrite goes another way to work ; 
he calls for meeknefs and candour ; and if you aflc 
him a reafon of the hope that is in him^ he waves 
the fubjeft, being confcious that 'tis experience 
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ihatworketb bope\ and knowing he has no ex- 
perience, he is afraid of his hypocrify being dif- 
covered ; for if his falfe hope be taken away, his 
countenance^ profeflion^ and reputation^ all fall 
together. Thefe call for meeknefs, but not for 
a reafon of our hope i meeknefs without hope^ is 
like the full affurdnce of faith without a/piritual 
iirtb ; one contends for the bowels^ and the other 
for the feet of the new man s yet can give us no 
reafon of this bidden man of the hearty or of Chrift 
in them the bope of glory. They have yielded up 
the palace by a profeffion^ but they cannot tell 
tiSj whether the Jirong man armed keeps i7, or he 
that is mighty to fave-, but 1 fuppofe the former^ 
becaufe Chrift fays» be keeps it in peace ; and if fo^ 
he chufes not to be dillurbed with a perpetual 
outcry about power of religion, but to be rocked 
to deep with gentlenefs and candour. Thefe 
ferve us as talkative fcrved BunyarCs Cbriftian\ he 
was all knowledge and candour, until Chriftian 
began at his heart; then, fays John, like the moon 
into the wain be goes ^ and fo will all but be that heart 
work knows : This is a truth John, and I can fet 
my feal to it, for I have feen it verified in num- 
bers of profeflbrs. John tells us, he knew nothing 
of the burden falling from his back at the crofs -, he 
had met with no difficulties at the wicket gate ; he 
was a ftranger to thofe things that make the gate 
fo ftreighty at the head of the path of regeneration^ 
John fays, he came in of himfelf, and he will go 
out of himfelf, which is another truth. This 
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meekncfs, that I have defcribed, ]ays in the hid« 
den man; is a fruit of the bleffed Spirit of God, 
which makes the new-born foul behave itfelf be* 
fore God as a weaned child i nothing afflifts it fo 
much as the lofs of the breafts of con/olalion, after 
which it will pine like the dove, until the found* 
ing of God's bowels is felt again towards the 
believer. A clear difccrnment of the depravity 
of nature, and the defperate evil of (in, together 
with the long fufFering, mercy, and immutable 
love of God in Chrift Jefus, will perpetually 
draw forth in private before God thcfe bowels of 
fpiritual meeknefs in a. believer. Mofes found 
grace in God's fight, and dwelt perpetually in 
bis favour, and none fo meek-, but this did not 
dcftroy his faithfulnefs s he was zealous for his 
God, and faithful in his houfe. Qut nothing of 
this is to b^ found in unregenerate meh ; they may 
be quiet and ihew fomething like it, but there is 
a woe to them that are at eafe in Zion ; finners at 
cafe are not troubled like other men, nor plagued 
like them ; they can talk about the meek and 
lowly Jefus, and well they may; for he has never 
mei them as a bear bereft of her whelps^ nor rent the 
caul of tbeir hearts^ Hofea xiii. 8. therefore they 
feel no plague, fear no wrath, nor fee any danger; 
they are alive (to fin) without the law, and dead 
(to God) being without the power of the gofpcl ; 
firangers to divine infpiration, and to divine in* 
firoAion ; hence they always run counter to the 

Ipiri- 



j4 ^^^ Servant of the LoXd 

fpiritual man's judgment, both in preaching and 
convcrfingj nor can they ever touch upon, or 
run parallel with, the tender feelings, or keen fen- 
fations, of a quickened and new-born foul. I 
have, given you a defcription of the meeknefs of 
the Lord's fervant, and how he came by it, to* 
gcther with the manner how he receives the law, 
and the gofpel alfo. This man knows by ex«- 
perience, the righteous attributes of God; he 
knows the rigbteoufnefs of the law, and the bkjfed- 
nefs of an imputed one; and to fuch fouls as thefc 
God fpeaksj and for their attention he calls* 
Hearken unto me^ my people, and give ear unto me, 
O my NATION \ for a law fhall proceed from me 
(not from old women) and I will make my judg- 
ment to reft for a light of the people. My right- 
zousNESS is near, my salvation is gone forth, 
and MINE arm Jhall judge the peoples ^^d the ifles 
fhall wait upon me, and on mine arm fhall they^ truft. 
Hearken unto me ye that know righteousness ; 
fear ye not the reproach of men, neither he ye afraid 
if their revilings ; for the moth /hall eat them like a 
garment, and the worm fhall eat them like wool ; but 
fny rigbteoufnefs fhall be for ever^ and my falvatiou 
from generation to generation, Ifai. li. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

Reader, whenever thou heareft a man talk 
about the law being the only rule of a believer's 
life, aflc him, how he came by the law, and whe* 
ther it proceeded from God to him ? How it 
operated on his heart ? What it difcovered within 
2 and 
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and without him ? What his fcnfations were, un- 
der the operation ? What occafion or advantage 
fin took by its rigorous demands? What it 
wrought in him, love or hatred ? Whether it did 
bring him as a fchoolmafier to Chrift^ or whether 
it drove him from him, revealing forbidding 
wrath, inftead of attrafting love and mercy ? and 
whether he did not fly before it in his foul, as far 
as the very gates of hell would let him go, in- 
ftead of coming by it to Chrift ? or to l^eak in 
fcripturc language, whether he did not find an 
hatred to the light, and fculk from it rather than 
approach it, feeing it reproved him for his fin- 
fal deeds j and try all that he fays, not only by thy 
judgment, but by the powerful and lively oracles 
of thine own confciencej for the believer has 
both law and gofpcl there, and if he cannot 
touch thy feelings have nothing to do with him ; 
he has not got the law, 'tis not written on his 
heart, he knows nothing of righteoufnefs, he has 
not paffed under the rod, nor is he brought into the 
bond of the covenant. Pay no regard to the fpeecb 
of them that are puffed up, but inquire and feel 
after the power i the kingdom of God is not in word, 
but in power. Saints are to fpeak of the glory of 
Go£s kingdom, and to talk of the power; they are 
to make known to the fons of men the mighty aSls 
(that have pafled on their fouls) and the glorious 
mje/ly of the kingdom, when Chrift fets it up in 
their hearts. If they are Grangers to thcfe things, 
they arc the fubjcfts of Satan j he reigns under 
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their veil, never was difcovcrcd by the light of 
God^ nor caft out by his power; under a made of 
religionj under the -veil of ignorance, and in the 
centre of an impenitent heart, the prince of dark- 
nefs reigns^ rules, and triumphs. Is my reader 
a believer in Chrift? if he is, I tell hicn the 
kingdom of God is not in word, biut in power. 
Was it words of candour that laid affliAion on 
thy loins at firft, and kept thee impending on 
the brink of hell, or was it power? Was it the 
cant of hypocrites that brought thee up out of 
the horrible pit, or was it power? Was it empty 
words that wrought faith in thee, or was it the 
arm of God revealed, that worked in thee the good 
pleafure of his willy and the work of faith with 
power ? How haft thou been delivered in^ trou-- 
hies, and efcapcd the feventh? Was it the empty 
found of carnal profcfibrs, or was it the right 
hand of God* s power y that upheld thee and brought 
thee through ? Has it not been the mighty 
power of God that has given thee fpiritual might 
in the inner man ? that has appeared the moft con« 
fpicuous in thy weaknefs, and that has often ap- 
peared when a temptation has difcovered itfelf> 
and thy deceitful heart has already given in to it» 
and the death brought forth by fin conceiving 
has been felt in thy confcience. I afk, if it was 
the dodrines of the law that appeared and kept 
thee, and delivered thee, or the power of God? 
and whether by word thou art kept through faith 
to falvation, or by the power of God? and laftly, 
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whether the word candour will prop thee up in a 
dying hour, or God who is ihtftrengtb of his peo* 
pie's heart and their portion for ever ? If thou 
fayeft all this is right, then I alk> Art thou now 
ftaggering between the omnipotent arm of the 
Saviour and the cant of old women, who walk in 
craftinefsj and by idlenefs deny the faith, and are 
worfe than infidels s and all for the fake of a few 
pencC) or a morfel of breads Thou art not to re- 
ceive the law from old women ; they are to teach 
younger women to he fiber ^ to guide the houfi, love their 
hu/bands and their children i this is their fphere; out 
of thisj they are out of charafter, and put the 
church of God to fhame \ it is a Jhamefor women to 
ffeak in the church ; came the word of God to them, 
0r came it out from them only^ i Cor. xiv. 35, ^6. 
God tells thee» that a law fball proceed from himi 
Receive the law, I pray thee from God*s mouth, and 
lay bis words in thine heart. Job xxii. 22. thy faith 
is not to (land in old wives fables^ nor in human wif-* 
dom, but in the power, of God. It was Mr. Worldly- 
wife-man that fent Chriftian to Mr. Legality to 
get rid of his burden, till Sinai was ready to fall 
on his head $ and others who have been direAed' 
by Evangelift, have forfook his council, and gone 
to Sinai for rules» till they have brought a frelh 
burden on their fouls, and an old yoke on their 
oecks, conceived frefli enmity in their minds, 
and have not fpared to fpit their venom at the 
grace of God; this fhews what wrath the law 
works« and what bondage it genders 1 fuch 
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preachers can only prejudice, plunder, infnarei* 
and^ftrip thee; when God will ufe others, toy^/-* 
ile^ comfort^ Support^ and fuccour thee ; thefe latter 
are they that he makes manifeft in thy eonfcience^ 
whether thou knoweft it or not, 2 Cor. v. 1 1 • and 
fuch, agreeable to thine own heart's experiences 
thou wilt be glad to live and die with. This divine 
fnanifedation brings about the divine cement 
or bond of union which the carnal profeflfbr 
cannot get at, for favoury fouls will fmell them 
out, though they labour hard to deceive them. 
1 come wiih one more appeal to confcience, 
which is, whether this doftrine of the law Ijeing 
the only and all-fufficient rule of life, was the 
do£lrine in whole or in part that God applied to 
thee, when thou efcaped the damnation of hell 
at BrH:; or whether it was any thing like it; if 
you fay, No, nothing bore me up, nor brought me 
out of thp regions of the Ihadow of death, but 
that experimental preaching that fet forth Chrift 
as all in all; very well, the kingdom Hands in 
the fame power ftill, and on that fame Jbmlder 
whereon, as a loji Jheep^ thou waji laid at Jirfty and 
hrcught \nto the foldi as you received Cbriji Je/us 
the Lordyfo walk ye in him. He has appeared the 
author, believe in him as the carrier on, and hope 
in him as the finijher of faith; and thou fiialt have 
hope in thy death, nor ihall thine expeSations be cut 
off. Let others contend for legal rules, run thou 
the race fet before tbee^ looking to Jefus\ walk in 

him, and in union mth him; he has promiied to 
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keep that man in perfelt peace whofe mind is (layed 
on him, and continue thou To to do to the very 
laft, for they, and only they, are blejfed^ that die in 
the Lord'y that is, in confidence in him, in view of 
him, and in union with him : As the Lord God of 
hofts liveth, this muft be thy confidence and thine 
hope at lad, if thy dying head finds any fupport; 
therefore, recline on this arm in thy life, which 
alone can fupport thee, when heart and flefh faih 
The Jaw, or the doftrines of it, will afford thee 
but little comfort in a dying hour. Footmen who 
never get into the chariot of love, have fome- 
times fet thee a running a wrong road and wea-- 
tied thee I and if thou had: been ofcen wearied of 
the warfare in a land of peace^ how wouldcft thou 
finite the waters with fucb a mantle at ihcfwellings of 
Jordan^ Jer. xii. 5. Surely Ifrael did not enter 
into that land of Canaan for their righteoufnefs 
fake, nor for their obedience to the rule of the 
law; 'tis called the land of promife; God gave 
it to Abraham by promife, and God brought 
them in, and by an high hand drove he the Ca* 
naanites out. I have written thus that you might 
have fomfiwhat to anfwsr them that glory in ap*^ 
pearance^ but not in heart. Let thefe men and 
women who call for meeknefs and candour give 
us a better account than this of it, that we may 
know what it is, and where they got it ; whether 
it is from heaven, or of men -, whether from grace, 
or from themfelves, and whether they mean the 
things or the name only. 'Tis true, men may cull 
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fcripturc, and write fomcthing like it, who never 
iafted that the Lord is gracious^ yet the wife will 

m 

find them out; for if they borrow, or fteal the 
words, yet, the broad feal of Cod is wanting ; 
therefore their attenr»pts make no impreffion, nor 
can they be received as a part of the myftical hody^ 
which (by the Spirit) is to be fitly joined toge- 
ther ; for before they can be a part of this' con-- 
neOed body^ they muft have fin unSliom without 
t\x\% joint oU, there can be no union ; the body is 
compared by that which every joint fupplieth, zc^ 
cording to the effeBual working in every part^ xnzk-- 
ingincreafe, Eph. iv. i6. But, alas, a noife about 
candour produces no joint oil ; thefe pretended 
members have no effeHual working in them iihty have 
got no hold of the head^ and confequently cannot 
be fpiritually joined to the body^ nor afford any 
increafe to it. I come now to fhew, that this 
mceknefs does not deftroy the zeal nor the faith- 
fulnefs of the Lord's fervants. 

Of all the children of men Mofes is reported 
to be the tneekeft mam and no wonderj when Go4 
had fo clearly revealed himfclf to him, telling 
him, that he had found grace in hisjight^ and that 
he knew him by name, and that he would be with 
him; Mofes had feen God's providential care 
over him, and his people, the dreadful fcvcrity of 
God to the Egyptians, and the deliverance he 
wrought for IfracI; the deftruclion of the one, 
and the falvation of the other. He had received 
the law, and quaked and trembled at the pro* 

mulgation 



DefiHied and Vinditatid. 8 1 

mulgatidn of it^ therefore he knew the terrors of 
God I and on the other hand, God had revealed 
himfelf to him as his God in covenants he had pro^ 
ilaimed bis name before him^ and tommuned with 
him fficufb to tncuiL He dwelt perpetually under 
the cloud of divine favour^ and was led by the 
fillar of eternal love for forty years together^ 
and had feen Ood rife up at his requefti and reiurn 
at his defire i and had been kept perpetually crip^ 
fled in fprU by a ftiffnecked people^ who had fo 
grieved his fpirit that he fpake unadvi/edly with 
his lips; nay, it went ill with Mofes for their 
/akes. The princef^ yea almoft the whole con^ 
gregation» beudcs the company of Corab^ had at 
limes oppofed him % Aaron his brother, Miriam 
bis own Jijler in the flefh and in the fpirir, 
liad at times added to his burthen, and tried 
tfie meeknefs of this good foldier, which was 
enough to keep him meek and humble with a 
witnefss but this did not root out his zeal for 
God. As a good foldier Mofes was ftill God's 
honourable fervant, and faithful in all his houfe; 
he was not afraid, at his' farewel fermon, to tcU 
them, that he had lead them forty years in tbat 
wildernifij and yet God had not given them eyes to 
fee, ears to hear, nor bearts to underdand. He 
rebuked them for their rebellion againft the Lord^ 
and called them foolifh and unwife^ for their bafe 
requiting, forfaking him, and lightly efteeming 
the rock of their, falvation s for which he tells 

F theaii 
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them, their feet fi)ould flip in due time and their ca* 
lamities (houid make baftei that God would pro- 
voke them to jealoufy with a fooli(h nation^ as 
they had provoked him to anger with that which 
was not God, that he would heap mifchiefs upon 
them for their folly, and fpcnd his arrows upon 
them in his wrath, Deuc. xxxii« 23. Having 
treated of the meeknefs of God's fervant, and 
from whence it arifcs, and that it doth not 
deftroy zeal for God, nor faithfulntfs in his 
work ; I come now to treat of the meeknefs which 
is common to flefli and blood, that produces the 
candour of hypocrites that is fo highly efteemed. 

I have known fome that have fat under the 
word of God for years, and frequently drowned 
in tears; I have obfcrvcd it, and when I came ta 
be in company with them, I heard of nothing but 
the fuccefs they had formerly in bufinefs, and the 
various methods they ufed in order to accumulate 
their independency; tjiey feemed as ignoraat of 
the plan of falvation, and as deftitute of the power 
ef religion, as thofe that never heard a fermon 
or read a bible. I received a little inftruSlion from 
ibisy and by obfcrvation I found, that the fubjcfts 
that moftly afFe^ed them, were thofe that were 
levelled at the fin of ccvetetnifnefsy which defcrib- 
ed the awful end of a man that has his portion in 
this life, -the impoflibility of the love of God 
dwelling in a heart that loves tbis world or the 
things ofit^ and that if the falvation of God was? 

applied 
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ipplied to fuch fouls as ic was to the heart of 
Zacebeus, the rod of all evil would lofe its foil^ 
the grace of God would give covetoufnefs no 
ground to root in. We know the rich man's 
wealth is his firong tity^ and as an high wall in bis 
owttconceit; but this wall czn ftand no firmer be^^ 
fore the everlafting love of God, when applied^ 
than the walls of Jericho could before the blajls of 
the rams horns. Treating of thefe things has 
fiirred up the meeknefs of the above defcribed 
mifers ; they have heard it with many tears^ and 
liice the young man in the gofpel, they have gone 
away forrowful becaufe they had great pojfejfions i 
this is the fcrrow of the world that workcth 
death. 

adly. I haveknownwtfi»tf»of the town who have 
fined with fo high an hand that their confciences 
have been like a neft of vipers, who have run for 
refuge to hear' the gofpel^ and if unclean perfons 
have been cut at in the difcourfcj and the viJiiU 
mark that God has fet on a whore's forehead, 
Jcre. iii. 3. has been defcribed, together with 
her attire, her wanton gait^ hqf* nets and fnares 
with which Ihe entangles her prey^ the wrathi of 
God that fhc incurs by increajing tranfgrejfors 
among men^ together with the certainty of God*s 
judging whoremongers and adulterers^ and theit 
woeful end if grace prevent not; thefe things have 
fet fuch charafters to weeping and wailing ; they 
have difcovered much meeknefs^ but never left 
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off their old irade $ tbey nroer cried to God imib 
tbeir bfarts^ though they have wept in a chapel 
and bowled upon their beds^ Hofea vti, 14. This 
meeknefs is like Epbraim's goodnefs^ compared to 
early dew^ which vani/hes before the fun^ but is 
nothing like that which is called a fruit of the 
Spirit, which Mary Magdalen bad when ihe poured 
out her ibul at the Saviour's feet, and obtained 
the pardon of her Jin and a feff/e of the love of God 
in her heart; (he vomited up her folly at the 
Saviour's feet, and left it for good and all ; but 
thefe, after all their crying and bowling, a£t ac- 
cording to the proverb ; yis a dog returnetb to bis 
vomits fo a fool like tbefe returnetb to bis foUy, Pro v. 
xxvi. II* 

3dly. An empty gracelefs profeffor, who has 
heard the gofpel till his brutal enmity againft the 
preacbers and profejfors of it has been flain •, who 
has' been tamed and become traAable, and on 
the account of this and its being attended with 
the ufe of the tongue and an outward reforma- 
tion, he has been received into the church ; and 
if the mintflry has been rather fuperficial he has 
become one of the greatcfl: note in it; but when 
berejies have crept in, to make manifeji who are 
the Lord's and who nor, he is the man that is 
generally caught in the net; and this column, in 
appearance, has been a ftumbling block to many 
of the poor weaklings» who have thought him 
more than man. 

Some- 
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Sometimes God difcovers hhn by removing the 
old faficr and bringing in one more acquainted 
with heart wcrky in order to feparate the vile from 
x\itprecicusi this is a miniftry that his foul hates, 
becaufe it lays him open $ he becomes the greatefl: 
oppofer of it i but if God's hand is with the fer« 
vant, and he comes in to be the paftor in the 
face of ail oppofuion> this oppofer fets no bounds 
to his rage, he difcovers himfelf daily in the 
eyes of others what he really is, and conceives 
fuch an implacable enmity againft both the mi- 
nifter and his miniftry as JU^s the filly one. He 
will at times feem to (bed tears on the account of 
his (inking reputation, when he gets with thofe 
who condole him in his degraded point of light, 
when with ihame he takes the loweft room. This 
medaufs and candour was found in Saul, when in 
the like circumftances s Tben came up the Zepbites 
to Saul to Giheah^ fi^ying^ Doth not David hide him^ 
ftlf with us. Now therefore J O King^ come down^ 
according to all the defire if thy foul to come down^ 
and we will deliver him into thine hand. And Saul 
faid^ Blejfed be ye of the Lord for ye have compajfion 
en me, 1 Sam. xxiii. 19, 20, 21. but all thtsJir^^i^- 
nefs and candour fprang from malice againft David, 
becaufe Cod was with him ; it had no other root 
than murder -, he that bateth bis brother without a 
caufe is a murderer ; he that bateth a believer in 
Cbrifi hateth Chrtft. This meeknefs appeared in 
Efau when he fought the bleffing carefully with 
teani he lift up bis voice and wept, and faid, Blefs 
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me, even me tny father^ and afcer he had wept 
he received comfort ; for Uis faidy that Efau com^ 
for ted bimfelfpurpofing after the death of bis father to 

' kill bis brother Jacobs Gen* xxvii. 42* and if he 
had done that» he had but one more blow tojlrike 
in order to extirpate the whole eburcb of God, and 
that was to kill his mother Reieccab, and then the 
fraternity of heaven had been extinSy and Efau 
had been more renowned than Cain^ who killed thf 

' third part of the world at one blow* 

Self, felf-pity, felf-feekiqg, and fclf-applaufe, 
is the only root of all this feigned meeknefs^ *tis 
a fruit of fallen nature •y like loves its like; 
finners love Tinners ^ it favours not the things 
that be of God^ hn% thofe that be of meni to 
fallen nature it is candid, efpecially to difcovered 
hypocrites^ to dcfperate rebels ^ and to apojlatesi to 
thefe it (hews much candour^ it is gentle^ it calU 
for meeknefs\ but its enmity againft the experi- 
piental preachers of Chrifl:, or the fpiritual chil- 
dren of God, is fuch, as breaks through all 
bounds of God and man, of decency and mo- 
defty, and would venture on the bojfes of God's 
buckkr^, and expofe the whole caufe of God to 
contempt, and their own fouls to every curfc in 

- the Bible, in order to feek revenge pn a minifler of 
the Spirit. The report of power attending the 
word, and of finners being called by it, is what 
ihey cannot endure : From the time that it goetb 
forth it takes them j for morning by morning it pajfes 
over them '9 yea by day and by night -^ and it is a vex* 
ation to them only to underfiand the report of it^ 
, Ifaiah 
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Ifaiah xxviii. 19. And as it was then by pro* 
feffing Ifraely fo it is now by hypocritical pro- 
fcflbrs I they cannot endure the power of religion 
to be enforced. 

Not long ago I had a iwe^pemry pamphlet on 
CANDOUR addrefled to mcj and fold at my char- 
pel doors, which I did not much wonder at; as I 
know hypocrites cannot love the faints, nor can 
the ^ righteous nation that keep the truth find much 
love to them. 6efides> there had been a penny 
addrefs fent to me in print fome time before^ 
throughout the whole of which the author con- 
tradi&ed and condemned himfelfi which I did 
jioc wonder at, when I perceived it to be the work 
of a poor Arminian, who had nothing Jn his 
head but wind and confufion ; a friend defired' 
me CO anfwer it, but I told him ^^ it was written 
by fome poor fzAxhXtfs free-will monger y who being 
deftitute of the grace of God could not trufl: 
his Maker for a loaf 1 and if he could gee a bit: 
of bread for his poor children by an Addrefs to 
Afr. Huntington^ he was very welcome; I wag 
willing to live and lee live ;'' which I am in*- 
formed he did ; for it was reported to me, that he 
cleared fourteen pounds by it, which might help 
to pay his rent, if he was not too far gone with 
his landlord. 

But this laft two^penny pamphlet on candour, 
which was firfl fent out without a name, feemed 
to cauie great triumphs in Gat hi the Philiftines 
foouted^ fuppofing that Samfon was bound by a 
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womm ; and to be fure, when I heard that it 
was written by a female, I was furprifed at her 
brazen hrow^ efpecially when 1 was informed it was 
done by a woman that frofejfes religion^ — a womaa 
that is a member of a eburcb^-^z woman that gof* 
pel minifters countenance and vifiti I never was 
more furprifed; and muft confefs it was fuch a 
piece of infernal prefumption, fuch contempt 
of God, fuch rebellion againft his commandt 
and fuch daring infoknci^ as I never read nor 
heard of as coming from any of ibe weaker fex 
fince I have been in the world. 

I turned my thoughts to all the bonourahk 
women . mentioned in fcripture, to their wriitf^s, 
and to their eondu£l \ I confidered the le0bn that 
Bathiheba taught her fon Sblomon, and of the 
council (be gave him, together with the .defcrip« 
tion fhe gives of a virtuous woman ; wbofeekeib 
wool andflax^ and worketb willingly wiib ber bands i 
that (he layetb ber bands to tbe fpindk^ and ber 
bands bold tbe difiaff\ that (he is not afraid of tbi 
fnow^ for ber boujebold are clothed wiib fcarleti 
that (he maketb fine linen and felleth it \ that (he 
hokelb well to ber boufeboldy and eatetb not tbe bread 
of idlenefs^ Prov. chap. 31. This prophecy I 
admires and as Solomon was the fon of ber womb^ 
and tbe fon of ber vows^ (lie afted the mother's 
part in endeavouring to inftrud him, and took 
her part of the burthen, as all mothers ought to 
do, inftead of laying the whole weight upon the 
father i but when Solomon came tp th( 
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throne, the dignity of the mother did not devour 
the obedience of a fubjeft ; (he laid by her 
power to command, and took a petition, I defire 
^nefmall petition of tbee^ I fray thee fy nu net 
noft I Kings ii. ao« 

I confidered the conduft of the virgin mother^ 
who at the marriage in Cana in Galilee, when the 
mother of Jefus faid unto him, They have n$ winei 
and of the rebuke (he got for limiting the power 
of God, IFman what have J to do with thee f nrino 
hour is noi come, John ii. a*-<-4. I confidered the 
reproofs (be gave him at his (irft public appear- 
ance, when (he faid unto him, Son, why baft tbou 
ieali thus wilb us ? heboid, thy fatber and I bave 
Jcngbi thee forr owing, jtndbefaid unto ibem. How 
is it that ye fought me f wift ye not tbat 1 nmft bi 
about my fatber* s bujifiefs ? Luke ii. 48, 49. I pe« 
ru(ed the conduct of Debarab, that f>ious propbet* 
efs in Ifrael, who, upon the delivery of her divine 
me(ragf to Barak, refufed to go without her; 
who declared to him that a woman (hould take 
the honour of the viAory j yet (he did not bring 
againft him a railing accufation. She joined with 
Barak in tbefong, inRead of publiihing a two-^penny 
hallad againft him ; ^ben fang Deborah and Barak^ 
the fon of Abinoam, on tbat day, faying, Praifeye 
the- Lord for avenging of Ifrael^ Judges v. i, 2.— 
Jwake^ awaki Deborah'^ awake, awake, utter a 
fong : Arife Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, 
thou fon of Aiinoam, vcrfe 12. 

I2L There 
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There is no two-penny fquib in all this fong 
fired off againfl: Barak^ though he (hewed fuch 
unbecoming cowardice. It is true, (he did not 
write with that meeknefs and caodour that hypo* 
crites call for in our days. Curfeye Meroz^ fays 
Deborah i bu( this rancour muft be overlooked^ 
feeing ibe Angel of the J^ordfaidt Curfe ye Meroz^ 
fur/eye bitterly the inhabitants thereof \ becanfe tbey 
€ame not up to the help of the Lord^ to the be^ of 
the Lord againfi the mighty^ Judges v. 23. If they 
are curfed who conoe not to help^ they are not 
likely to be blelTed who hargh mifchief in the 
chimney c^ner^ on purpofe to hinder the Lord's 
helpers againfi the mighty. 

I have confidered the condud of Abigail to- 
ward David, when he and his men were equipped 
and armed, to deftroy her whole houfe ^ which 
certainly favoured of a little fpleen end bitttrnefs \ 
but (he did not throw it in his teetbj nor tell 
him that he was too big by one*half, but 
fell at his feet, and faid. Upon me^ my Lord^ upon 
me let this iniquity be^ and let thine handmaid Ipray 
thee fpeak in thine audience^ and hear the toords of 
thine handmaid. Let not my Lord^ I pray thee^ re* 
gard this man of Belial ^ even Nabal\ for as bis 
name is fo is be^ Nabd is his name^ and folly is with 
bim\ but thine handmaid faw not the young men 
whom thou didjifend. Now therefore my lord^ as 
the Lord liveth^ and as thy foul liveth, filing the 
Lord hath withholden thee from coming tofhed bloody 
and from avenging thyf elf with thine own bandi now 
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let tbine enemies^ and tbey that feek evil to ny larJ^ 
be as NabaL I pray tbee^ forgive the trefpafs rf 
tbine handmaid-^ for tbe Lord will certainly mah 
ny lord a fare boufe \ becaufe my lord figbteib tbe 
battles of tbe Lord^ and evil batb not been found in 
tbee all tby days : let a man is rifen up to purfue 
tbee and feek tby foul, but tbe foul of my lordjhallbe 
bound in tbe bundle of life, i Sam« xxv. 24 — 28* 
This woman does not accufe him of any rancour, 
fpleen, or bitternefs; flie brings no railing accu* 
fation againll the man after God^s own beart ; fhe 
complains not of his being too big ; fhc gives 
no rules to him to go by, nor limits the divine 
power that was with him by prefcribing to the 
Holy Ghoft that came on him after Samuel had 
anointed him. She enforces the promife, pre- ^ 
difts his falvation and the deftriidion of his 
enemies, and defires to be remembered by bim 
when it would be well with him. 

I have confidcred the fong of Hannab, who 
fufFcred fo long (on the account of her barren- 
nefs) under Peninahy who is faid to be ber adverr 
faryy wbo provoked ber fore to make ber fret becaufe 
tbat tbe Lord bad fhut up ber womb-, andtbisjbe 
did year by year ^ wben fhe went 4ip to tbe boufe of 
tbe Lord, fo fhe provoked ber 5 therefore fhe wept 
and did not eat^ i Sam. i. 6, 7. Nor did the con- 
duft of Eli, who charged her wiih drunkcnnefs, 
dived her of that modefty and candour that be- 
comes wom^n profefling godlinefs; ihe never 
fnentions a ^ord againfl; her hufband Elkanah, 

who 
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vrbo I think dealt very unkindly and untenderly 
with her i (he only acknowledged that hy ftrengtb 
no man could prevail over the womb or any thing 
clfe. Nor does (he bring one (lander againft the 
prieft, who had innocently brought a falfe charge 
againft her, who was one of the beft of women i 
which muft be very provoking to one of a 
broken heart, influenced by the Holy Gho(t, 
fmafhed and (hattcred by the repeated infuUs of 
an hypocrite, who had been her rival in the 
ieJ vis well as her adverfary in religion i for tis 
faid Jhe made ber frety becaufe the Lord^s band bad 
gone out againft ber in Jhutting ber womb. But 
Hannah brings no charge in a two-pennj pampblei 
againft either the prieft or the huft^andj (he 
fpeaks of the providence of God, of the falva- 
tion of the faints, and of the deftruftion of hy- 
pocrites : He will keep tbe feet of bis faints^ and 
tbe wicked Jhall be filent in darknefs 5 for by ftrengtb 
fhall no man prevail. The adverfaries of tbe Lord 
Jball be broken to pieces \ out of beavenfball be tbun^ 
der upon them^ \ Sam. ii. 9, io« 

I have confidered all the good prophetefTes 
of the old and new tcltamcnt, together with all 
them that are called faithful or honourable women 
in PauVs days, who had lodged ftrangers — brought 
up children^^wafibcd tbe faints feel-^laboured with 
Paul and helped him — who carried his meffages or 
epifiles^^vfho fervcd the cburcbes^^vvho were to 
be received^ relieved^ and brought on ''their ways by 
the men>ber& of the fame, or to be condu^d 
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i^fe over the difficuU or dangerous paru of their 
roadj fo that nothing was to be lacking to tbem\ 
but not one of all thefe women, who were 
called faithful or benourabUj ever wrote a word 
againft a penitent; finner or a believer, much lefs 
againft a minifter of Chrift Jefus. 

I have confidered the fajfe propbetijfes againft 
whom Ezekiel was commanded to ^r^/^/^r^Ezek. 
xiii. 17. who were to be rebuked, and againft 
whom God pronounces his woe : Wo to the women 
that fow pillows under all arm^boles^ and make ker-^ 
chiefs upon the head^ verfe i8. Th^fe were ac* 
cufcd of poUuting God's name atQong his people 
for handfulls of barley^ and for pieces of breads re* 
ther than work ; wherefore^ faith Gody I am againft 
jcur pillowsy wherewith ye hunt fouls to make them 
flee from the truth. 1 will tear them from your 
armsy and will let the fouls go \ your kerchiefs alfo 
will I tear, and deliver nty people cut of your hand t 
hecaufe with lies ye have made the righteous fad whom 
*I have not made fad, and ftrengthened the hands of 
the wicked^ Ezek. xiii. 20-— 22^ But I cannot 
find that one of thefe ever wrote againft a fervant 
or prophet of the Lord. 

Even the witch of Endor, though (he was a 
pimp for the devil in private, yet had modefty 
enough to conceal her friend, and her private con-^ 
verfe with him, until the king of I/rael difguifed 
himfelfy and went to her with Ok petition, and an 
oath of God in his mouth, fwearing unto her^ as the 
Lord liveth there Jhall no punijbment happen unto theo 

for 
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fmr this things i Sam. xxviii. lo. This Vfomaifs 
^ckednefs was exceeding great; (be is faid co 
hold converfe with a familiar fpiris ; to correfpond 
with the devilj be a bawd to him> and ftand pimp 
for him, is the quintefence of fpiritual wickednefi ; 
yet to give this daughter of tbe deijil her due^ ic 
muft be granted that fiie was not without fome 
modefty, for (he never reproaches the king for 
what he had done, oniy fays to his meflenger. 
Behold thou knoweft what Saul has done^ how ho 
hath cut off thofe that have familiar fpirits, and the 
wizards out of the land^ wherefore then layefi thou a 
fnare for my life^ to caufe me to die ? i Sam. xxvtii* 
9* Yet even this woman, who had loft fo many 
brothers and iiilers in profeifion, did not write to 
ridicule the king^ though he had defiroyed fo many 
of her own fynagogue, that belonged to tbe fame 
fraternity, or was familiar with the fame father > 
nor does ihe inveigh againft any of the children of 
Ifrael whom Saul employed to cut off the wizards 
and witches \ and fo far is ihtfrom writing two* 
penny volumes againft the Lord's feriiants that Ihc 
^s frightened at the appearance of her own father 
when he had fwaddled himfelf up in the likenefs 
of Samuel*s mantle, l^or when the woman faw 5tf- 
mueljhe cried with a loud voice ^ and the woman faii^ 
Why haft thou deceived me ? for thou art Saul. And 
tbe king faid unto her^ Be not afraid^ for whatfaweft 
thou ? and the woman faid unto Saul, J fttw gods 
afcending cut of tbe earthy for an old man cometh up 
foveredwith a mantle^ i Sam. xxviii. I2, 13, 14. 

This 
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Th» woman is fo far from oppofing the pro« 
phets of Godj that (he could noc ftand before 
the devil when he was difguifed in a pr^pbefs man-* 
tUj until the king encouraged her> and told her 
QOt to be afraid. 

Among all the women that are called mothers in 
Ifrael — among all the women that are called ilejfed 
r— among all that are called /^//^/i^/ — among all 
that are called propbetefes of the L^ri— among all 
that are called bonourable women^^zmong all that 
are faid to minifter to the Saviour^ or belp his fer-» 
vants; nay, not one among the fal/e propbetefes, 
not Hprodias herfelf; not one among Paul's 
tattling women, who waxed wanton^ learned to be 
idle^ wandering about from boufe to boufei not one 
of the old wives that dealt in fables;, not one of 
the witches that held familiarity with the devil 
himfelf, had ever courage or infolence enough ta 
vrite againjl tbefervants of tbe Lord but Jezbbel ^ 
who, among all the females that ever were born of 
women, was the mod infamous for fpiritual 
mckednefs and murder i and h^r end was as dreads 
ful as her life was vile. She wrote letters in 
Jibab^s name, andfealed $bem witb bisfeal, and feM 
the letters unto tbe elders, and to tbe nobles that were 
in jIbaFs city dwelling witb Nabotb. This womaft' 
was not afraid to fend her addrefs from houfe to 
houfe; flie defired to ihew her abilities---flie waa 
not albamed of the eauje Ihe cfpoufed. She wrote 
in tbe letters, faying. Proclaim a faft [this woman 
was not without religion— (he enforced falling], 

II and 
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sndfet Nahaib en high among the people ; that i^^' 
fhe pretended to exali bim as one of GoffsfervantSi 
but conceals her viKanous intention i and when 
you have done this then fet the children of thcf 
devil at him— yir/ two men^ Jons of Belial [or the 
devil J before bim^ to tear witnefs againft bim [charge 
him with antinomianifm and difloyalty], f^i^i^ 
Tbou didfi blafpbeme God and tbd king-, and tbeH 
carry bim out^ and Jlone bim that be may die.*^ 
And tbe men of bis city, even tbe elders and tbe nobles 
(who are no great friends to religion)> did ai Je* 
xdbel bad fent unto tbem, and as it was written in 
tbe letters wbicb fhe bad fent 3 4nd tbey proclaimed d 
fafi^ and fet Nabotb on bigb among tbe people* I 
fuppofe they faid they had no doubc of his being 
a fervant of the Lord: And tbere came in two men^ 
children of Belial, and fat before bim. I fuppofe 
one was a plaifterer^ and the other a muficiani be 
that as it may, they enforced the law, and Ihewed 
they were no friends to Antinomianifm, nor to 
party fpirits, for they agreed in their verdift. And 
ibe men of Belial tvittieffed againft bim, even againft 
Nabotb in tbe prefence of the people^ f^ng^ Nabotb 
did blafpbeme God and the, king. Thefe men en- 
forced the moral law^ and ihewed their loyalty in 
bearing a public witnefs againd this lingular 
man, who would not part with bis vineyard ; 
l^ben tbey carried Nabotb forth out of tbe city^ and 
ftoned bim with ft ones that be died, 1 Kings xxi. %, 
9, io> II, 12, 15. 
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This venerable mother Jezahel is all the precedent 
that our prefent prcpbetefs has got to countenance 
her in writing againfl: the fervants of God ; and 
the myftical hify^ to which this name Jezabel is 
DOW applied^ is as pregnant with mifchief» and zi 
unfatiated for the blood of the faints^ as her literal 
mother was> and all the artillery of God is le-* 
veiled at her; even ztpopijb Jezabel, who calls ber^- 
fdf a prophetefs and pretends to teach. From thefc 
few obfervations it may be feen how the fervants 
of God have fared in every age i and 1 fhall en- 
deavour to Ihew that the bed of men have been 
charged with antinomianifm^ and of being influenced 
by a bad/pirit', though it muft be acknowledged^ 
that the devil never could harden any women to 
write againft the fervants of God but JezabeL 

In prophetic times the prophets were called fools ^ 
fpiriiual men were called ntad\ tbefnare of a fowler 
in all his ways, and was hated in the boufe of his 
Cod, Hof. ix. 7j 8. If he was a fool he was 
tin&ured with enthuftafm^ and if mad he ,was in- 
fluenced by a badfpirit, for all madnefs is of the 
devil. Chrifl: was accufed of being influenced 
by a badfpirit', they faid he caji out devils by BeeU 
zebub, who was the God of Ekron ; he was accufed 
of antinomianifm — This man is not of God-^hc, 
makes void the law — he keepeth not the fabbath^ 
John ix. 16. he was accufed of diflcyalty'^he 
Jpeakelh againft C^far, John xix. 12. 

Paul was accufed of teaching the people tofor- 
feke Mofes, and of doing evil that good might corner 

G and 
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and all thefe enemies pretended great zeal for the 
law I even Jezabel herfelf fled for refuge here, as 
hath been already obferved. It appears evident 
that the worft adverfaries that ever Chrifl or his 
church have had upon earth, were hypocritical 
profefTors of religion; and all their rage and 
murder that they commicted upon the faints^ 
was always done under a cloak of zeal for the 
holy law of Cod. Jezabel pretended to aft by 
this rule : Nabotb blafpbemed God and the king^^ 
Jione him to death. Whofotver curfilh his Godfball 
bear bis Jin i and he that blafpbemetb the name of the 
Lordf befhall furely be put to death \ all the congre- 
gation Jhall certainly ftone him^ Lev it. xxiv. 15, i6# 
The Jews took (helter under the law when they 
crucified Chrift; IVe have a law, and by our law 
he. ought to die J becaufe he made himfelf the Jon of 
Gody John xix. 7. But the holy law of God was 
no protection for them; it countenances no mur- 
derer^ no falfe witnefs, no hypocrite, no (Ian* 
derer, no falfe teacher, ho falfe accufer; D/i 
not Mofes give you the law ? and yet none of you 
keep the law : Why go ye about to kill me, John vii* 
19. When the Saviour brought the law againft 
them, they accufcd hiqi of a bad Jpirit \ they 
faid. Thou haji a devil. Who goeth about to kill 
thee? vcrfe 20. This was the Jews plea againft 
Paul : And they are informed of thee, that thou 
teacbejl all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to 
forfake Mofes \ faying, that tbey ought not to circum- 
afe their children, neither to walk after the cujioms, 

Afts 
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A£l$.xxi. 21, The rulerf fhat attempted to put 
Paul to death at Jerufalem put on this cloak :— « 
Tboufieji brother P^ul botv many thoufands there are 
that believe^ and they are aJJ zealous of the law^ 
Ads xxi, 20. And under this cloak of malici- 
oufncfs they laid violent hands upon the apofile^ cry 
w(? out^ J^n of yrael help 5 this is the man that 
teacbeth all men every where againft the people^ and 
tbelawy and this place, verfe 28. Poor Stephen 
wa$ murdered under this cloak : Then theyfuborn-* 
ed men which faidy We have heard him fpeak blaf" 
pbemoos words againji Mofes and againft God» For 
we have beard him fay^ that this Jefus fhall deftroy 
tbis place^ and /ball change the cuftoms which Mofes 
delivered us^ A As yi. 11. 14. 

T^bus it appears how the children of thtfree^ 

§ 

woman have been put to death by the children of 
Hagar ; and all under a cloak of zeal for the law. 
Modern hypocrites fly here when they attempt 
to ridicule the grace of God j yea, even Pbari^ 
fiesy who arc farther from the kingdom of God 
than publicans and harlots, will charge the chiU 
drcn of God with want of love to holinefs. Yet 
none of tt^efe perfecutors and murderers were 
deftitute of candour. It is true^ they ufed fharp^-^ 
«^ againft the faints j yet even Jezabel^ though 
ihe charged Nabotb with antinomianifm, or mak- 
ing void th^ lawj by blafpheming God and the king^ 
yet Ihe ihewed much gentlenefs and candour to 
fome that were of a dilFerent perfuafion, for (he 
^t^tfour hundred of thefe at her own table. 

G 2 But 
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But I fuppofe you, want to know what thefe 
people mean by candour. Let me once more 
defcribe an hypocritical frofejfcr ofretigioni though 
I have touched upon him before in this dif- 
courfe, yet I will ftir up your pure minds again 
by way of remembrance. 

Firft^ They attend alarming preachers, and 
receive fome Ugbt into the ktUr of the lawi which 
light does not reach the heart to difcover fin> 
but the head only^ which is enlightened into the 
letter of the law ; thy have a form of knowledge 
[that is ail] and of the truth in the laWi Rom. ii. 
ao. This form of knowledge is the lamp which 
thefe foolifb virgins take ; the law is a light to 
their feet^ the commandment is a lamp^ Prov. vi. 23. 
Thefe are faidj as Paul faid of himfelf, to be 
alive without the law\ that is» they arc alive to 
this their form of knowledge^ and accordingly 
make this form their only and all-fufficient rule of 
life I and no wonder, when they have not got the 
law at all — they are alive without the Ano-^the 
law has not killed them., To xh\%form of know^ 
lidge which they are alive to^ they perform a deal 
of eye^fervicCf which is mercenary ; fuch as the 
elder fon boafted of, who told his father that he 
never tranfgreffed bis commandment at any tinuy fay^ 
ingj Loy thefe many years do Iferve tbee^ Luke xv, 
19. in theoldnefs of the letter^ Rom. vii. 6. To 
this form of knowledge out of the law^ the hypo- 
crite adds an affent to the truths of the gofpei s 
the law is his lamp and his rule^^iht gofpel ferves 

1 only 
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ttAj for a cloak. To this ajfent to the truths of 
the gofpely they add a reformation of life and 
manners^ which is called e/caping the pollution that 
is in the world -y and their apoftacy is called a /ttny- 
^ from the bofy commandment j not from thtpro* 
mife of thrifty nor the grace of God^ but from the 
bofy commandment delivered to them, 2 Peter ii. 20, 
II. To this form of knowledge out of the law^ 
and aj/ent to the go/pel (or what is called z feigned 
faitb)y and an external reformation^ they add. one 
thing more, which makes the hypocrite pafs iit 
difguife into the church; which is, they ihew 
their wifdom, in being forward to talk; they are 
diligent in their will worlbip^ and put on the 
garb of voluntary humility y CololT. it. i8. 23* 
which completes the fpiced or perfumed hypo- 
crite, who hath been fweetened and embalmed by 
an empty profellion, and appears to be changed 
by the gofpel juft as lemon peel is by clarified fugari 
hence their flummery or candour is called a fweec 
fpirit ; and fuch a difguijed perfumed hypocrite is 
called a candid perfon. There were great num- 
bers of old women in Jerufalem who made a 
livelihood by fuch meeknefs and candour as this^ 
they were called mourning women, and ufed to 
be hired at burials to weep and mourn when the 
Surviving could not do it; you might have 
enough of it if you had but money to pay thttt% 
for it. God talks of thefe hypocrites : Thus faith 
the Lord of hofts, Confider ye, and call for 
mourning women, and fend for cunnipg w6mea 

that 
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that they may comCi and let them make hafto 
and take up a wailing for us> Jer. ix. 17^ i8« 
But what has all this to do with a faint of God ? 
he is quite another thing ; the law proceeds fren^ 
God to hifn\ he receives it at bis mouth, and lays up 
bis words in bis hearty the commandment cornea 
with power, fin revives and he dies, and then^ rifes 
with Chrift under ^t operations of the Spirit ofGodi 
fuch walk in newnefs of Ufe^ and Jerve in the ^rter* 
m/s of tbe Spirit, follow Chrift in the regeneration^ 
and go from Jlrengtb to Jirengtb till they iip/>f^r be- 
fore God in Z/^»i and as many as walk according to, 
ibis rule, mercy on tbem and peace, and upon tbe IJrael 
of God. 

From what has been faid, it is plain, there is 
nothing in this text that mih'tates againft a la<« 
bourer in the Lord's vineyard^ or againll a good 
foldier of Chrift Jefuss nor is there any thing in 
it that countenances or encourages fenfual men or 
mourning women, to vilify, flander, or ridicule the 
fervants of God as being deftitute of candour. 
The fame God that tells me to be gentle, cells me 
to ufejharpnefs where it is wanted ; to be gentle to 
all men, . yet to rejeSl an heretic after the firft or 
fecond admonition; to be apt to teach, and yet to 
ftop the mouths of gainfayersi to reprove and re* 
hike, as well as comfort and encourage ; to honour 
widows that are widows indeed i but not to fuflFcr 
idie, tattling; canting women to teach, nor to.uforp 
authority over the man ; to infift upon fuch wo^ 
m«D*s i^ng the fpindU and difiaff, inftead of eating 

the 
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she bread of idlemfs and tiving yj^on the labour of 
others. Behold ibis was the iniquity of their Jifter 
Sodom^ pride J fuUnefs of breads and abundance of 
idlenefs, Ezek. xvi. 49. and 'tis women that give 
chemfelves over to the fame lazy life, that are 
bringing the fame fery Judgments on their own 
fouls; who, rather than work with their hands^ 
will pretend even to the Spirit of grace, counterfeit 
religion, it^ure the miniftry, oppofe the fervants 
of God^ and expofe the worfbippers of him to contempt 
at the doors of the congregation, and .fet the 
uncircumcifed to triumph in order to pick up a 
fewpence^ to indulge their /^(Pv^ rather than ftoop 
to the needle, or to the honeft calling oi gathering 
a few rags, or felling laces and pins* Such fet them- 
felves up for prophetejfes and teachers, and fo blind 
the eyes ofpoorjimple people and mump a livelihood 
out of them, while thefe poor honeft fouls think 
they are ferving Chrift, by houjing and feeding his 
faints s whereas they are only ferving the devilj 
nurfing his hypocritical family, and bringing 
themfelves to poverty. God fays. If they will not 
work neither fball they eati keep fuch tattling bypo^ 
crites as thefe out of your houfes; enquire after 
the experience of their religion, and keep your 
pantry door locked, and they will foon have done 
with you, when they find you deftitute of candour. 
Remember, a real believer thinks 'tis more bleffed 
to give than to receive \ a true chriftian is diligent in 
buftnefs and fervent infpirit. Suclf idle, tattling^ 
gracelefs women who pretend to the Spirit of God, 

while 
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'while they are deftitute of his operations and ad; 
fo diametrically oppofite to the word of the Lord^ 
fin with an higher hand than I did when in a ftate 
of nature*, for even then there appeared fomething 
fo facred and awful in the name Hofy Spirit or 
Uofy Gbqfii that I never cared even to mention it 
vnlefe in reading; but thefe hardened hypocrites 
are more undaunted than Simon Magus; he of- 
fered to buy the Spirit with money, and thefe pre- 
tend to be influenced by him in order to get 
money. God fhall difcover this woman, whom I 
believe to be deftitute of all reverence of God or 
fear of him. And Mr. Holywellmount, who bought 
ninety two-penny volumes to circulate in order 
to injure me in the work of the Lord, he knows 
nothing of the plague of bis own bearty nor of a 
Jpiritual birth i and as for Sir Ham Cottijh and Mr. 
Belfy^ God never lent them at all to preach his 
word. ' As I have obtained mercy ^ I hope to be 
found faithful, to try the Jpirits whether they are cf 
Cod, and to try them which fa^ they are apoftles or 
avangeliftsy and to prove them liars if they are not. 
This is a work that belongs to the Lord's fer^ 
vants, and God in his own time fhall bring forth 
our right eoufnefs as the light, and our judgment as the 
noon day I and then it fhall be made manifeft 
who are his and who not. Now to the king cter^ 
nal, immorcalj invifible, t^ie only wife God, our 
Saviour, be glory, majcfly, dominion, and power, 
now and for ever. Amen and Amen. 

FINIS. 
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Andmoben bi bad taken 'tbi ioob, t be /our ieafij and/our and 
i'lventy eldtrs fell down before tbe Lamb, ba*vmg every one of* 
them barpSf and golden vtals full of odours^ *wbicb are tb$ 
frozen off/unts. Rev. v. 8. 
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vhile they are defticute of his operations and aft 
fo diametrically oppofite to the word of the Lord^ 
fin with an higher hand than I did when in a date 
cf nature; for even then there appeared fomething 
{o facred and awful in the name Holy Spirit or 
Hofy Gbofty that I never cared even to mention ic 
unlefs in reading*, but thefe hardened hypocrites 
are more undaunted than Simon Magus ; he of- 
fered to buy the Spirit with money, and thefe pre- 
tend to be influenced by him in order to get 
money. God fhall difcover this woman, whom I 
believe to be deftitute of all reverence of God or 
fear of him. And Mr. Holywellmauni^ who bought 
ninety two*peony volumes co circulate in order 
to injure me in the work of the Lord, he knows 
nothing of the plague of bis own hearty nor of a 
JpiritMal birth ; and as for Sir Ham Cotiijh and Afr. 
Belly^ God never lent them at ail to preach his 
word. As I have obtained mercy , I hope to be 
found faithful, to try the fpirits whether they are cf 
Cod, and to try them which fof they are apoftles or 
eoangdijisy and to prove them liars if they are not. 
This is a work that belongs to the Lord's fer« 
vants, and God in his own time (hall bring forth 
our right eoufnefs as the light, and our judgment as the 
noon day I and then it (hall be made manifcft 
who are his and who not. Now to the king exer* 
naU immortal, snvifible, t|^e only wife God, our 
Saviour, be glory, majcfty, dominion, and powefj 
now and for ever. Amen and Amen. 
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-iniviben hi bad takin 'tbi boob, tbifiur btafts and four and 
itiwajf elders fell down before the Lamb, having every em of 
them harps f and golden vials full of odours^ *wbich an tbi 
frajers of faints^ Rev. v. 8. 
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'while they are deftitute of his operations and aft 
fo diametrically oppofite to the word of the Lord, 
fin with an higher hand than I did when in a ftate 
of nature; for even then there appeared fomething 
{o facred and awful in the name Hofy Spirit or 
Hcfy Gbofty that I never cared even to mention ic 
unlels in reading; but thefe hardened hypocrites 
are more undaunted than Simon Magus; he of- 
fered to buy the Spirit with money, and thefe pre- 
tend to be influenced by him in order to get 
money. God fhall difcover this woman, whom I 
believe to be deftitute of all reverence of God or 
fear of him. And Mr. Holytvellmount, who bought 
ninety two*penny volumes to circulate in order 
to injure me in the work of the Lord, he knows 
nothing of the plague of bis own hearty nor of a 
fptiritual birth ; and as for Sir Ham Cottijh and Mr. 
Belly^ God never lent them at all to preach his 
word. ' As I have obtained mercy, I hope to be 
found faithful, to try the fpirits whether tbey are of 
Cod, and to try them which fof they are apojlks or 
avangelijis, and to prove them liars if they are not. 
This is a work that belongs to the Lord's fer* 
vants, and God in his own time (hall bring forth 
our right eoufnefs as the light, and our judgment as the 
noon dayi and then it ihall be made manifeft 
who are his and who not. Now to the king cter-* 
nal, immortal^ iiivifible, t)^t only wife God, our 
Saviour, be glory, majcfty, dominion, and power, 
now and for ever. Amen and Amen. 
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Andvjbtn hi bad taken 'the bcokf the four beafts and four and 
i'fiitntf elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of 
thm harps^ and golden vials full of odours^ vabicb are the 
frofers of fiunts. Rev. ¥• 8. 
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vhitc they are defticute of his operations and aft 
fo diametrically oppofite to the word of the Lord^ 
fin with an higher hand than I did when in a date 
of nature; for even then there appeared fomething 
fo facred and awful in the name Hofy Spirit or 
Holy Gbofii that I never cared even to mention ic 
unlefs in reading; but thefe hardened hypocrites 
are more undaunted than Simon Magus; he of- 
fered to buy the Spirit with money^ and thefe pre- 
tend to be influenced by him in order to get 
money. God ihall difcover this woman, whom I 
believe to be deftitute of all reverence of God or 
fear of him. And Mr. Holyxvellmount^ who bought 
ninety two -penny volumes to circulate in order 
to injure me in the work of the Lord, he knows 
nothing of the plague of bis own bearty nor of a 
Jpirilual birth ; and as for Sir Ham CotUJh and Mr. 
Belly^ God never fent them at all to preach his 
word. ' As I have obtained mercy, I hope to be 
found faithful, to try the fpirits whether they are cf 
Cod, and to try them which fury they are apofiks or 
tvangelifts, and to prove them liars if they are not* 
This is a work that belongs to the Lord's fer« 
vants, and God in his own time (hall bring forth 
our right eoufnefs as the Ught, and our judgment as the 
noon day I and then it (hall be made manifeft 
who are his and who not. Now to the king eter- 
nal, immortali invifibie, t^e only wife God, our 
Saviour, be glory, msgcfty, dominion, and power^ 
now and for ever. Amen and Amen. 
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Aid lohen hi bad taken 'tbt iooi, thtfwr heajts andfaur and 
i'wtMijf elders fell down before the Lamb, baving e^ery one of 
thtm harps, and golden vials full of odours^ <wbicb are thi 
frajers rffiunts. Rev. v. 8. 
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I04 ^^ Servant oftbe Lord^ &r* 

vhilc they are deftitute of his operations and ad; 
fo diametrically oppofite to the word of the Lord« 
fin with an higher hand than I did when in a ftate 
of nature; for even then there appeared fomething 
fo facred and awful in the name Hofy Spirit or 
Udy Gbofiy that I never cared even to mention ic 
unlefs in reading; but thefe hardened hypocrites 
are more undaunted than Simon Magus ; he of* 
fered to buy the Spirit with money^ and thefe pre* 
tend to be influenced by him in order to get 
money. God ihall difcover this woman, whom I 
believe to be deftitute of all reverence of God or 
fear of him. And Mr. Hefywellmount, who bought 
ninety two-penny volumes to circulate in order 
to injure me in the work of the Lord, he knows 
nothing of the plague cf bis own bearty nor of a 
Jpiritnal birtb i and as for Sir Ham Cottijh and Mr. 
Belly^ God never lent them ac all to preach his 
word. 'As I hsivc obtained mercy, I hope to be 
found faitbful, to try tbe Jpirits wbetber tbey are of 
Cod, and to try tbem which fojf they are apoftles or 
gvangelijisj and to prove tbem liars if they are not* 
This is a work that belongs to the Lord's fer« 
vants, and God in his own time (hall iring fortb 
mar rigbteoufnefs as tbe ligbt, and our judgment as tbt 
noon day I and then it ihall be made manifeft 
who are his and who not. Now to the king eter- 
nal immorulY iavifible) t^e only wife God, our 
Saviour^ be glory, majefty, dominion, and powcfj 
sx)w and for ever. Amen and Amen. 
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Jnd^wben be bad taken 'tbe ieoi, tbe/hur heafts and four and 
iwentf elders fell down before the Lambf baving e'very one of 
thiM barps^ and golden vials full of odours^ *wbicb are the 
frajers of ffunts. Rev. v. 8. 



LONDON: 

Sold by G. Terry, Patcmofter-row 5 J. Chalmers, N® aio, White- 
crofs-ftreet, near Moorfields; J. Daviclfon, N^' 7; PoAem-row, 
Tower-hiil; Mr. Baker, No 226, Oxford-ftreet; Mrs. Howes, 
No 15, Charlcs-ftreet, WelU-ftreet; at Monkwcll-ftreet Chapel 
every Taefday evening { at Pi-ovidence Chapei, Titchfield-ftreet i 
by Mr. Mantle, Lewes, Suflex ; Mr. Fenley, Broad Mead, Brifla] { 
and by Mr. Chalmers, Cambden-alley, Portfmouth Common* 

MDCCLXXXVIII. 



SERMON^ 



From Rev. v. 8. 

And when be bad taken tbe^book^ tbefour heafis and 
four and twenty elders feU down before tbe Lamb^ 
having every one of them barps, and golden vials 
full of odours^ wbicb are tbofrayers of faints. 



THIS chapter begins thus, Andljawintbe 
rigbt band of bim tbat fat on tbe tbrone a 
hook written wit bin j and on tbe ihck Jlde fealed with 
fivenfeals* The glorious perfon here reprefented 
on the throne is> in my humble opinion^ God 
the Father. The throne is not the throne of 
judgmenci for although he has prepared bis tbrone 
for judgment^ P(alv(\ ix. 7. yet he is not feated 
upon that as yet^ for the judgment day is not 
arrived; befidesj the throne of judgment is given 
up to our bleffcd Immanuel j for tbe Fatber judgetb 
^ man^ but bath committed all judgment to tbe Son^ 
John V. 2 a. Nor is a throne of grace here in- 
tendeds for Chrift himfelf is the throne of grace: 

A a grace 
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grace is poured into bis lips^ and God batb blejfed biin 
for every Pfalm xlv. 2. // batb pleafed the Father 
that in bim Jhould all fullnefs dwells Col. i. 19* chat 
we might receive out of his fulnefs grace for grace, 
John i. 16. God has ti^eafured up all grace m 
him, and fto where elfe, for there is falvation in 
no other name. 

In the ark of Chrift's body is every fpirirual 
blefling depoficed, as the hidden manna was laid 
up in the afk of the covenant i he is our fanc- 
tuary> our glorious throne, and our propitiation. 
As the law, and the golden pot that had manna, 
and Aaron's rod that budded, were laid up in 
the ark under the mercies feat, fo in Chrift is the 
magnified law laid up — thy law is within nrf heart. 
Aaron's blooming rod, which prefigured the 
church in gofpel times, which is called a royal 
priejiboodf i Peter ii, 9. and the rod of an almond 
tree^ Jer. i. 11. ^bgcther with the golden pot of 
manna> which prefigured the comfortable grace 
of life> are all in their fpiritual fignification to be 
found and enjoyed in Chrift Jefus, The ark of 
the teftament is now opened in heaven; and to 
him that over com etb will I give to eat of the bidden 
manna, and will give him a white ftone^ Rev. ii. 17. 
which is the witnefs of God's fpirit. 

Thus the ark, with all its myfterious. treafures, 
is now to be found in heaven; and blefled be 
God it is opened in the churchy and poor fioners 
are led to fee that the ark with all its contents, 
and the mercies feat thereon^ prefigured the 

Lord 
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Lbnd Jefus Chrifl", who is our throne of grace, 
our propiciatioi), and our only mercies feat* Ic 
was on him that the fencence of the law was 
executedi it was of him that JuQice got an inii« 
nitc fatisfaftion ; juftue and judgment are the bait* 
Mion of bis tbrone, mercy and truth Jhall go before 
tbyface^ Pfalm Ixxxix. 14. 
. The Saviour, ae a throne of grace^ was 
fliewcd in an obfcure manner by the prophet 
Ifaiah, where he is reprcfented under the name 
Friakim : // Jhall come to pafs in that day^ that 
I will call my fervant Eliakim, the Jon of Hilkiab^ 
and I will clothe him with thy rote, and Jirengthen 
bim with thy girdle^ and I will cemmit thy govern-- 
mnt into his hand, and he Jhall be a father to the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, and to the houfe of Judah. 
And the key of the houfe of David will I lay upon 
hisjhoulder: fo he fball open and none Jhall Jhut^ and 
be Jhall ft)ut and none Jhall open. And I wiUfaJien 
him as a nail in a fure place \ and he Jhall be for a 
GLORiotirs THRONB ta his father's houfe^ Ifa. xxii» 
21^^24. J-o ^^ above text you have Chrift re-? 
prcfcntcd as the cverlafting father of *his people; 
he (hall be a father to the inhabitants of Jcrufalem; 
fecondly, as a glorious throne to the houfehold 
or faith; thirdly, as a nail fadened in a fure 
place, that every vcflel of mercy may hang* their 
hopes and expeAations on him for time and 
ctcrnicyi and fourthly, you have him held forth 
as a fovereign, having the keys of David j which 
are now founds not in the hand of Eliakim, but 
ia the hand of Chrift— ^ri/^ thefe things faith he 
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[Chrift] that is boly^ be 'that is true^ be tbat bath 
tbe key of David \ be tbat openetb and no manfinU- 
Mb^ andjhuttetb and no man openetb^ Rev. iik 7. 
Thus it appears, that not a throne of judgment, 
nor a throne of grace is intended here, but rather 
a throne of glory, upon which God the Father 
fat. 

Of the book that he had in his right hand, which 
IS faid to be written within, and on the back fide 
fealed with fcven feals, I fhall treat from the 
words of my text, where the Saviour is faid to 
take the book. 

In the fecond vcrfe, a ftrong angel wiib a loud 
voice is making prcclamation-^Wbo is wortby to open 
tbe book and to kofe tbe Jeals tbereof. Whofoever 
he be that can take this book had need of infi- 
nite wifdom to open the feals and difclofe the 
divine myfteries) he had need be a friend to 
finners, to difpenfe the bleflings of it to them > 
he had need of an omnipotent power, to exe-» 
cute the vengeance it contains |. for he that opens ic 
muft reward the juft, judge the wicked, and de» 
ftroy the world; and he had need of omni- 
fcience, to fearch the hearts and try the reins of 
men, to know how and where to apply them. 
For this wonderful book contains all things that 
fhall come to pafs in the world and church, till 
^he myftery of God be fini/hed^ and time be no more. 

And no man in beaven^ nor in eartb^ neitber under 
tbe eartb^ was able to open tbe book, neitber to look 
thereon^ verfe 3. No man in heavco (not Chrift 

himfelf 
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himfclf if he is ho more than fnan)^ neither 
the fpirirs of juft men made perfeft, nor any of 
the faints in a militant ftatcj was able to open 
the hook }-^Kor no man on earth*, either faint or 
tinner^ wife or unwife, noble or ignoble^ learned 
or illiterate i-^»«/iEvr ivas any under the earibr^ 
either damned fogls, or damned devils^ able to 
open this book^ Ibofe its feals^ or look into its 
contents. 

• And I wept much, hecaufe f$o man was found 
Worthy to open and to read the hook, neither to look 
thereon^ verfe 4. John faw the need of a medi- 
ator, a prophet, and an advocate; one to under^ 
take as a media tQr> make knqwn the myfteries as 
a prophet, slnd plead the caufe of the juft as an 
advocate j and he faw no man in heaven^ earthy 
or hell, that was worthy of either of thefe officcsi 
or able for fuch an undertaking. He muft be 
equal to God that does it, or he cannot tranfaft 
with God for us i and he muft be man alfo, of 
he cannot undertake for man. In fliorc, he muft 
be GoiTs equal, and man^s fellow , that takes the 
book. Chrift can do it, for he thought it no rob* 
bery to be equal with God^ Phil. ii. 6. therefore he 
can tranfafb with God| and as he is matfs fellow^ 
he can tranfaft for i^an^ and fympathife with 
him, efpecially as he is anointed with the oil of 
gladnefs above all his fellows^ Pf. xlv. 7. who were 
to h2LVt feUowJbip with him^ 1 John i. 3. by being 
joined to him, and made of one fptrit with him, 
1 Cor. vi. ij. 

A 4 Jnd 
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jfni one ef the elders faid unto me, weep not: he^ 
bold^ the lion of the tribe of Judaby the root of Da* 
Md, bath prevailed to open tbe book, and to loofe the 
feven feals tbereof, vcrfe 5, Here you have the 
terrible and powerful majefty of the Saviour fee 
forth by a lion, called the lion of the tribe of 
Judab, becaufe 'tis evident that Cbrift fprang 
fronn that tribe» Heb. vii. 14. as touching his 
rnanhoods and yet this lion is the everlafting 
father of Judah with refped to his Godhead ; 
hence Judah is called a lion's whelp, that went up 
from the prey. Gen. xlix. 9. from being a prey to 
the lion of the botcomlefs pit, by faith in the 
lion of heaven, which is God: The lion batb 
roared, who will not fear? the Lord God bathfpoken, 
who can but prophecy? Amos iii. 8. Chrift is here 
called the root of David-, becaufe David derived his 
being from him as the God of nature and the 
creator of the world — all things were made by 
Chrijif Col. i. 16. David derived his fpiritual 
life from him as the God of grace— C/?rj^ is the 
refurreHion and the life; and David expected to be 
glorified by him as the King of glory — thoujball 
guide me with thy council, and receive me into glory • 
Pf. l^xiii. 24. Hence the Pfalmift fa often calls 
him his Lord, his King, his Redeemer^ his Sa« 
viour, and the King of Glory ; Lift up your beads 
ye gates, and be ye lifted up ye everlafling doors, and 
the King of Glory fhall enter in, Pf. xxiv. 9. Thus 
. Jcfus as God is David's ropr, and as man he is 
David's offspring} / am the root and tbe ojg^^pring 

of 
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rf David^ tie bright and morning ftar^ Revelations 
uii. 1 6. 

The Hon of tht tribe of Judab bath prevailed ta 
open the book. This lion hath prevailed over the 
lion of tlie botcomlefs pit; over fin, the devil's 
cffcncc i and over death, fin's firji-born i and over 
defiruSion, the firjl-born of deaths Jot) xviii, 13. he 
hath prevailed, ,and led captivity captive } fpoiled 
principalities and powers, and made a (hew of 
them openly. This is the all-conquering lion 
that made the devil feel the rod of his ftrength 
when he dethroned him, and cad him out of 
finners hearts, deftroyed his works, and marred 
his kingdom ; and will at laft deftroy him with 
a dreadful defiruftion, and cruih 4iim beneath 
the feet of all his fainis; as fure as Mofes' rod» 
when turned into a ferpent, devoured all the fer- 
pents produced by magic or infernal art. 

This lion hath prevailed, noL only over the 
world and the devil, but he hath prevailed with 
Cod alfo in behalf of his people. By his obe* 
dience, he prevailed to difarm the law of its 
curfe; by prayer, he prevailed with his father 
for US; by death, he prevailed with jufticei by 
his refurreAion, he prevailed over death; and as 
a mediator, high priefi:, and advocate, he muft 
ever prevail in heavens for all power, and all 
judgment, are committed to him; he is afcended 
Car above all heavens, enthroned, glorified^ and 
fit down at, the right band of the majejly on bigb. 
Hcb. i. 3, 

The 
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The diadem of David is removed, and the crown 
put on the Saviour i all other crowns mud (ub* 
mic to his, for all mud be abafed before him^ 
and be obedient to hinn. He that humbled him- 
ielf — he that was meek and lowly, mud now be 
tealted, and wear both the crown and diadem^ Ezek. 
xxi. 26. and be proclaimed, through heaven and 
earth, the king of kings and lord of lords. Is this 
the cafe? then oh, my fou), fubmit thou to his 
fceptre; take the oath of allegiance^ and kifs 
the hands of this wonderful, all-conquering, and 
terribly majeftic foVereign, as thou art com**- 
manded to do, Kifs the Son^ left be be angry ^ Pfalm 
11. 12. and fay, with a loyal and a loving hearty 
O king^ live for ever ; and this of him will be 
neither falfehood nor flattery. 

And I beheld^ and lo, in *tbe midft of the tbrtme^ 
and of the four beafis, and in the midft of the elders^ 
^ood a lamb^ as it had beenflain; having feven horns 
andfeven eyes, which are the feven ffirits of Godfeni 
forth into all the earth, verfe 6. I Ihall not men^* 
tion the lamb here, the beaftsi nor the elders, as 
they are included in my text, but drop a 
few words upon the horn^s and eyes* By the 
horns you are to underftand the majeftic or 
kingly power of Chrift; David was anointed with 
oil out of an horn, i Sam. xvi. i. hence he often 
fpeaks of his horn, Pf. xcii. lo. and of his horn 
heing exalted with honour, Ff. cxii. 9. which horn 
figntfied the kingly power and authority that God 
had given himi and as the Saviour was to fpring 

5 from 
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from David, he is called a iud from his horn^ 
who was to govern Zion for ever: God bath cbofen 
Zion^ be bas defired it for bis babilation ; tbere will 
1 make S be hokv of David to &ud. - Ibave ordained 
a lamp for mine anointed', bis enemies will I clothe 
witbjbame^ but upon bimfelf Jhall bis crown flourijhm 
Pfalm cxxxiL i6, 17. This was fulfilled at jche 
appearance of Chriftj Bleffed be the Lord God.of 
Ifraely for be hath vifited and redeemed bis people, 
and batb raifed up an horn of fahation for us in the 
boufe of bis fervant David j as be fpake by the moutb 
of bis boly prophets^ which have heenftnce the world 
began. Luke u 68-— 70. Bleffed be his name this 
is fulfilled ; our mighty horn of falvation is ex- 
alted^ and he makes all his people kings and 
priefisi he anonits us with bis fpirit^ 2 Cor. u 21. 
crowns us with knowledge, Prov. xiv. 18. and witb 
loving kindnefs and tender mercy, Pf. ciii. 4. and we 
fi^aJl reign on the earthy Rev. v. 10. becaufe we are 
upheld by his hand; he bas horns coming out of bis 
band, and there is the biding of bis power. Habb« 
lii. 4. 

But you will fay, why is he reprefented aff 
having ftven horns ? Every horn has its figntfi-^ 
cation ; ten horns are called ten kings. Rev. xvii, 
12. and Jefus Chrift is a king in a feven-fold 
fenfe, reprefented by feven horns ; he is anointed 
with the fevcn-fold gifts and graces of the Holy 
Ghoft, and on his head are many crowns, as well 
as many horns : Firft, he is King of Glory, Pfalm 
xxiv. 7, Sccondljr, King of Z'loti^^I have fet m/ 

King; 
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King upon my boiy bill of Zion^ Pfalm ii. 6. —-* 
Thirdly, He is, as Tidal was. King of Nations 
^^IVbo would not fear ibee, O King of Nations^ Jcr. 
X. 7. he has power over all flefh, tbat bejbould 
give eternal life to as many as the Fatber batb given 
bim^ John xvii. 2* Fourthly, He is King of 
Kings — by bim kings reign j and princes decree jujlice, 
Prov. viii. 15. Fifthly, He is King over finj 
fin is faid to reign unto deatb^ Rotn. v. 21 « but 
Chrift hath deftroyed that monfter — be was mani^ 
fefi tbat be might dtfiroy tbe works of the devii. 
I John iii. 8. and grace by him reigns over fin j 
Sin ihall not have dominion over the faints, for 
they are under grace; and grace Jball reign through 
figbteoufnejs to life eternal^ Rom. v. ai. 

Sixthly, Chrift is King over Death — which is 
called the king of terrors. Job xviii. 14. — Death 
reigned from Adam to Mofes^ over all them tbat bad 
not finned after the fimilitttde of Adam^s tranfgreffion^ 
Rom. V. 14. but Chrift ranfomed his people from 
ihe power of the grave, and redeemed them from 
death; he was the plague of death, and the de- 
ftruAion of the grave, Hofea xiii. 14^ and mujl 
feign till be bath put down all rule, all authority ^ and 
all power ; ' tbe lajl enemy that Jball be deflroyed is 
death, I Cor. 15, 25, 26. Seventhly, Chrift is King 
over devils, though againft their will ; he demb- 
liQies the kingdom of Satan, and tranflates fin- 
ners out of his dark dominions into his own 
kingdom, and into marvellous light, having de«- 
ftroyed him that had the power of death, that is 
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the devil^ Heb. ii. 14. and led him captive^ and 
will bruife him under our feet (hortly. 

Thus Chrift is King of Glorjr^ and the head 
of all principalities and powers; — the King of 
Zion — King of Nations — King of Kings— King 
over fin, and fin's donninion— -King over death— 
and King over devils ; and of bis kingdom theft 
Jballbe no end. Jlfa. ix. 7. 

This wonderful lamb with /even horns isfaiJto 
have /even eyeSy which- are the /even fpirits of God 
fent forth into all the earth* Thefe fcven ^fpirits 
are not feven angels ; for though the church be 
called the apple of the Lord's eye^ Zech. ii. 8. yet 
angels arc never fo called that I remember; nor 
is the number of angels that attend the church 
of God confined to feven. Elilha had the whole 
mountains round about covered with them at Dotban^ 
2 Kings vi. 17. and Jacob faw fuch a number 
of them on the plains of Mahanaim, that he 
calls them an hoft^ Gen. xxxii. 2. They all mt« 
nifter to the children of God in turn; not a 
fmall number only— as it is written, jfre thtf not 
ALL minijiering fpiritSy fent forth to minijierfvr them 
who Jball be k^irs of falvation ? Heb. i. 14. and if 
all are minidering fpirits, and ali fent forth to 
ininifter, they cannot be fo fmall a number as 
feven, feeing we read of twenty thoujand at one 
place, Pfalm Ixviii. 17. and twelve legions at ano- 
ther. Matt, xxvi. s^: 

But rather the Holy Ghoft is intended; the 
number fcven implying the perfection of Deity^ 

he 
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lie being a perfon in the Godhead, and equal to 
the Father and the Son; from whonrij in con- 
jun(5tion with the Father and the Son, this reve- 
lation is fent to the churches, GrUce be unto you^ 
and peaci fr§m him which is^ and which was^ and 
jobicb is to come \ and from the /even fpirits which 
are before bis throne j and from Jefus Cbrifi^ who is 
the faithful and true witnefs^ Rev. i. 4, 5. Or 
the Spirit's fevfn-fold gifts ntiay be intended 
by the number feven^ agreeable to ancient pro« 
phecTf And the Spirit of tbe Lord fball refi upon 
kim^ tbe ffirit of wifdom and und^rjianding^ and the 
Spirit of council and mighty the ffirit of knowledge j 
and of the fear of the Lordy Ifa. xi. 2. 

Thcle fcvcn eyes are quoted from ancient 
prophecy, which came to Jofhua when the cor- 
ner*ftone of the fecond temple was laid ; which 
was to point Jofhua ' to Chrift the chief corner* 
^ne, that is fet at nought of fo many builders- 
Behold the fiene that I have laid before 'Jofhua : upon 
pne fione fball be feven eyes. Behold^ 1 will engrave 
the gravings thereof y faith the Lord of hojiSy and I 
will ni^ove the iniquity of that land in one day, 
^ech. iii. 9. This text I have often heard hand* 
led^ and the feven eyes have been held forth as 
all forts of eyes looking to Chrift, fome for help, 
^nd fome out of envy. However, they are the 
eyes of the Lamb, and the eyes of him who is 
the done of IfraeK For who bath defpifed the day 
^ fmall things ? for they fball rejoice y and fball fee 
tbe plummet in the band of ^erubbabel with thofe 
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fiven : tbe^ are the eyes of the Lord [not men nor 
devils eyes], wbiek run to and fro through the whols 
earthy Zech, iv. 10. Thcfc fcven eyes, which 
are the feven fpirits of God, are faid to be font 
forth into- all the earth. Rev. v. 6. agreeable to 
the Saviour's promife, // is expedient for you that I 
go awiy f for if I go not away, the Comforter toih 
not come unto you ; but if I depart I will fend hin^ 
him unto you, John xvi. 7. which, blefled be his 
precious name, he has. He has fent forth thi$ 
feven-fold unSion or eye-Jalve^ which \%, to unoint 
OUT eyes that we may fee. Rev, iii. 18. Thefc fcvcii 
eyes of the Lord are fent forth into all the earthy 
that we who were once darknefs might be made lighi 
in the Lord, Eph. y. 8. Upon the church of 
God there hath been, and ftill is, a large mea* 
fure of the Spirit of God $ and chough not in aU 
his fulnefs, yet in all his feven-fold operationSj, 
znd to each living member of the myftical body 
of Chrift, a meafure to prcfit withal. Now there 
are diverjities of gifts^ but the fame fpirit. And 
there are differences of adnnnifirations, but the Jamt 
Lord. And there are diverfities of operations, b$(i 
it is the fame God which worketb aU in all. But tba 
mamfefiation of the Spirit is given to every man, ta 
profit witbaL For tq one is given by the Spirit tha 
word of wifdom, which makes a man wife in th« 
myfterics of God, and wife to falvation through 
faith 5 to another, the word of knowledge by the fame 
Spirit, that he may take Chrift for himfelf, whooi 
to know \s eternal Ijfe, ^nd know how to fpcak 
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a word in fcafon to others ; to another^ faith ly 
the fame Spirit^ that he may believe to the juftifi- 
cation of his foul, and ftrengthen the faith of 
others i to another^ the gifts ef beaUng by the fame 
Spirit, for the good > of the churchy that bodily 
and fpiritual difeafcs may be healed by the great 
Phyfician ; to another, the working of miracles, that 
the apoftles might by them confirm their million 
and commiflion ; to another, prophecy, that a mi-» 
nifter may forewarn the churches of evils to come, 
and ftrengthen them againft them> and foretell them 
of good to come^ and encourage their hope to 
expeft it i to another, difcerning of fpirits, that a 
minifter may try thofe upftarts that fay they are 
apoftles or evangelifts, and prove them liars, if 
they are not. Rev, ii. 2. to another, divers kinds of 
tongues^ that minifters may overthrow the falfe 
conftruftions that erroneous men, or carnal fcho* 
]ar8> have put upon the word of God ; and to an* 
ether, the interpretation of tongues, that the pure, 
uncorrupted fenfe of fcripture, may be handed 
down to usj inftead of old wives fables and coun- 
try talesj that turn from the truths and that hard 
or difficult parts of fcripture might be made plain 
to our (hallow comprehenfions. But all thefe 
worketh that one and the f elf fame fpirit, dividing to 
« every manfeverally as he will, i Cor. xii. 4—1 1. 
Thefe arc the fcvcn eyes and the feven fpirits 
of God, or the Holy Ghoft^ who is perfed God, 
in his feven-fold gifts and graces, who will never 
leave the earthy till the laft eledtcd foul that ever 

fliall 
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jhftll be called by grace or born again of the Spi-^ 
He: for thus runs the covenant; The word that t 
tave put in thy mouthy and tbi fpirit that I have 
pi up$n tbee^ fttall never depart but of t by mouthy 
nor out of the mouth of thy feed^ nor out of the mouth 
*/ ^kf fi^^ fi^^^ fr^^ beftteforth and for ever^ 
ir.lix. 21. Hence we may conclude^ that; the 
Spirit of God will never leave the earthy till the 
myftery of iniquity be revealed by his light i 
Anticbrift cohfumed by him, as the breath of 
Chrift's mouth ; and the myftery of God hefimfhed^ 
as bi bath declared iy bis ftrvants the prophets^ 
Rev. X. 7. 

And he came and took the hook out of the right hand 
(fhim that fat upon the throne^ v. 7. Chrift hav-^ 
ing come forth from the Father^ and completed 
the work he gave him to do^ he now Was afcend* 
td to the Father^ and drew high unco him. Ac- 
cording to Daniel's vifion, he came to the Ancient 
ofdays^ and they brought hiiH near before him. And 
there was given him dominion^ and glory y and a king-- 
doWy that all people^ nations^ and languages fhould 
firvehimi bis dominion is an everlajiing dominion^ 
ivbich /ball not pafs awaji and bis kingdom that 
iMch foall not be de/troyedy Dan.vii. 13^ 14. which 
is a prophecy of the Saviour's coronation in 
heaven, which prophecy is fulfilled in this chap- 
ter, and confirmed in the next. And there was d 
crown given unto bim^ and he went forth conquering 
and ta eonquiry Rev. vi. 2. And we find that the 
coronation-anthem is fung in this chapter upon 

B ' the 
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the reception of this book, ^faying with a Unti 
voice^ IVcrtby is the Lamb that was Jlain^ to receive 
power 9 and riches^ and wifdom, andftrengtb^ and bo^ 
nour^ and glory 9 and blefingy Rev. v. it. It is # 
eofy of bis kingdom that he is here going to receive^ 
in wbicb be will mediiate day and nigbt^ Deut. xvii. 
18, 19. and order his throne, and manage his go- 
vernnnent with wifdom infinite, and reAttude di- 
vine, till his kingdom of grace {hall be confum- 
mated in everlafting glory, and Zion's king be 
acknowledged the king eternal^ immortal^ and invi" 
Jibk^ tbe only wife God^ wortby of all bonotar and 
glory for ever. Amen, i Tim. i. 17. all authority 
and all power bejide being put down, i Cor. x v. 24. 
This will then be acknowledged, and then we 
iball fpeak of tbe glory of tbis kingdom^ and talk of 
tbe power. His migbty aSs fball be made known^ 
when we are made perfeEt in knowledge^ and tbe gh^ 
rious majejly of bis kingdom j Pfai. cxlv. 11, tZm 
ihall be difplayed in the eternal bleflednefs of his 
fubje£ts. 

I come now to the words of. my text— y£ii 
wben be bad taken tbe book [fealed with feven feals}» 
tbe four beafis, and four and twenty elder s, fell down 
before tbe Lamb, having every one of them barps^ 
and golden vials full of odours, which are tbe prayers 
of faints. I will offer my thoughts under the fol^ 
lowing heads. 

I ft. What this fealed book is, which is here re- 
ceived by tbe Lamb« 

2dly, 
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adijr, What thefe four heafis arc who appear 
in company with the elders. 

3dly, Who thefe four and twenty elders are, that 
fiUl down with the beafts. 

4thlyi The object of their adoration^ the Lamh^ 
and why fo called. 

5th)y, The mufic or melody of their barps^ and 
the caufe of it. 

6thly, What tbeir golden vials are^ and why 
called iok 

7thly9 and laftly^ Defcribe their odours^ faid 
to be the prttfers of all faints^ and what a faint is* 

Firft, What book is this which God the Father 
held forth) and which none but the prevailing 
Lion of the tribe of Judah could receive and 
open. I anfwer> it is not the book of the law^ 
That the Mediator received, with all its com^ 
inands, conditions, contents^ and curfesj before 
he entered upon his public miniftry. Saerifice 
and offering tbou di4fi not defire ; mine ears baft tbou 
opined: burnt-offering and ^n- offering bdft tbou not 
required* Tben faid I^ Lo^ I come : in tbe volume 
if t be book it is written of me: Ideligbt to do tby 
will^ O my Godi yea^ thy law is witbin my beart. 
Ibave preacbed rigbteoufnefs in tbe great congregation: 
lo^ I bave not refrained nr^ Ups \ O Lordy tbou know*. 
eft^ Pfal. xU 6-^. This ancient prophecy had 
been fulfillisd before this fealed book was delivered 
^ bim, which was not done till the Saviour had 
fiflitticd the work of redemption. He is tbe Lamb 

B 2 ftain 
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flainthzt receives this book; which (hew's th^t hr 
had been crucified under the curfe of the Uw^. 
and entered the Holy of Holies with hi» own* 
bloody before the delivery of this fealed book#- 
I^ ihort, the Saviour had nnagnified the law, and 
''made it honourable, by a life of perfoft confor- 
mity thereto ;. he had preached it in all its fpt* 
ritual meaning, a« no other ever did, or ever 
will do; and by his making his foul an offering, 
for fin> he had endured the curfe of it> and thus^ 
delivered his own^ eled from the comnund of it 
[.to do for life]>. and redeemed them from tbr 
curfe of it [which condemns to hell] ;. and as a 
hiw magnified^, and difarmed ef ic» killing pbwer^. 
he keeps it in his own hand^ that we may find' 
accefs to God by a new and living way, tbrougb 
the vail of his /^—without being arrefted> .tap* 
iHired, or curfed, by that fieryi difpenfatioA. 

The law being thus magnified, and the righ*^ 
teoufnefs of it preacbid in ibe great cangngsiiauy^ 
fhe law in its fpiritual meaning had been pub--^ 
lifhed by the Saviour, and made known in the 
world to thoufands. Therefore this fealed book. 
Gannot be that ; for this had not been revealed to* 
the Tons of men when John faw it delivered, as» 
appears plain by iht feals being dofei^ which were 
afterwards opened in their order. 

Nor is this book the hook of Gc^s remembrsmfii, 
which he keeps in behalf of them thdt fear the* 
Lord, and fpeak often one to another, to whom 
God hearkens^ and whofe converfation the Lord 
hears i.and a bcok of remembrance is written before 
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JUm, fmr them thatfiar hun, and tbiiik m his nam$^ 
Mai. iiu 1 6. 

Nor it the black catalo^ie of finners ungodly 
deeds intended by this book, which is a book of 
remembrance alfoj which God fwears he will ne«* 
ver forget— Tiv Lord baib Jwom by the excellency 
0f Jacob (that is, by himfclOj furefy IwiU never 
forget any of their worksy Amos viii. 7« Sin makes 
an awful imprelTion on this book^ as well as on 
the book of confcience. 7be fin ofjudah is wril-^ 
^en with a pen of iron^ and with the point of a dia^ 
m$nd\ it is graven upon 4be table of their hearty 
Jer. xvii. i. The point of this diamond will 
cut deep^ when the dreadful eyeof juftice makes 
the finner's heart tranfparent, and the awakening 
flames of wrath make confcience fufceptible of 
feeling* fiut all thefe books will be opened at 
the great deciiive day, to the aftonifliment and 
eternal triumph of the juft, and to the endlefs 
ihame^ confufion^ and contempt of the wicked^ 
Dan« xii. 2. vii. lo. 

Nor is the book of life meant by this book, in 
which the names and number of all the cleft are 
enroUed^ who are faid to have their names written 
in the book of Ufe^ Phil. iv. g. and written among 
the living in Jerufalem^ who are to be called holy^ 
Ifa. iv. 3, and all wbofe name was not found written 
in this book were cafi into the lake of fire^ Rev. xx. 
I5« But this book of life had been made known 
more or lefs by the antient prophet3 in a myfte- 
rious way 5 and afterwards was fpoken by the Lord^ 

B 3 ^mi 
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and confirmed to others hy them that beard birn^ Hcb« 
ii. 3. The book of life was publiflied before the 
reception of this book in vtiy text; and many 
had received the bleflings of itj and cried ouc 
under the quickening influence, as Peter did^ To 
wbomJbaU we go? tbou bafi tbe words of eternal Ufe^ 
John vi. 68. The Saviour owned himfelf that 
he had delivered this book ; / bave given tbem 
tbe words that tbou gaveft mt^ and tbey bave received 
tbem^ John xvii. 8. Yea» he had fent the Spirit 
to make it known, and apply the benefits of it; 
and he had commanded them to preacb all tbe 
words of tbis life \ and life and immortality bad been 
hrougbt to ligbt in the minds and hearts of thou^ 
fands through the gofpeh yea« all tbat believed 
bad faffed from death unto life; and bad everlafting 
life in them, which is the blefied ^contents of the 
book of life, and the reafon why it is fo called s 
many that were dead in trefpaffes and fins bad been 
quickened together with Cbrift^ God having forgiven 
tbem all trefpaffes \ and John himfelf had been 
long a preacher of the word of life, and was at 
this time banifhed to the Ifle of Patmos for it. 

Seeing this book is not the book of the law» 
nor the book of life, nor the book of God^s re* 
membrance, although there may be fome of all 
thefe things in it i yet the above books of law 
and gofpel cannot be faid to be fealed, as this 
book is s for, as was before obferved, they had 
been made known to thoufands, both Jew$ and 
Crentiles. To be (hort^ Qhrift had preached th^ 

laW| 
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law, and obeyed both precept and penalty as a 
prieft. He had preached the gofpel of eter« 
nal life as a prophet, and was now going to 
aicend his throne as a. king; and it is the book 
of his kingdom that he here receives, in which 
lays the whole of his governnnent both of church 
and world ; and hence he is reprefented as king 
and conqueror, governing his fubjeAs, and fub* 
duing his enemies throughout this book, 
until his kingdom be fettled in heaven, and his 
vanquifhed enemies imprifoned in helh 

This book has an allufion to what Samuel did 
when Saul was anointed : yind Samuel foid to ail 
the people. See ye him whom the Lord bath cbqfen, 
that there is none like him among all the people? And 
all the people Jhouted, and /aid, God/ave the king. 
Then Samuel told the people . the manner of the king^ 
dom, and wrote // in a book, and laid it up before 
the Lord, i Sam. x. 04, %^. This fealed book of 
the Saviour's kingdom was laid up before the 
Lords that is, in his fecret pUrpoie^ and is now 
given to our elder brother, who is to reign over 
us: IVhen thou art come unto the land which the 
IfOfd thy God givetb thee, and Jbalt poffefs ity 
and fialt dweU therein, and Jbalt fay^ I mil 
fit a king over me, like as all the nations that 
are about me: Thou Jbalt in any wife fet him 
king over thee whom the Lord thy God fhall cboofe % 
one from among thy brethren fhalt thou fet king over 
iUe \ thou mayefl not fet a fir anger over thee, which 
is not thy brother. And it fhaU be, when he fettetb 
Mpon the throne of his kingdom, that be fhall write 

B 4 kit^ 
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kim a copy of ibis law in a book^ cut if that which if 
Ufort iht priefis and IcviUSy Deuc xvii. i4«~i 9. lx% 
(bis paflage we have an account of a hrocber that it 
eo reign over us ; which blcfled charafter Chrift 
bears— 4^ is a brother bcrnfor adverfity. He is cq 
have a copy out of the law, and out of thac 
which 16 before the priefts and Icvitesi and ic 
may be obferved, that almoil if not the whole 
of this fealed book is extraded from Mofes and 
(he prophets* 

This book or copy of the kingdom, which is 
ftaled with feveq feals, is the very book out of 
which noy text is taken, called the Book of the 
Revelation, as appears from the firft chapter, 
where it is (liled^ ^^bt revelatiok of Jc/ms Cbrifiy 
which God gave unto him^ iojhew unto his fervant^ 
THINGS which muft fiorthf come tofafsy and he feni 
andjignijied it by his angel unto his fervant John: 
Bkjfed is he that readeth, and they that hear tha 
words of this F&OPHECY, and keep thcfie things 
which are w&ittsn therein \ for the time is at band^ 
Jltv. i. I— 3* 

It is true, a great part of this book was feen 
by Daniel in a vifion; yet he has a command ; 
But tbeUi O Daniel J Jbut up the words, and feal the 
pook, even to the time of the end^ Dan. xii« 4. and 
although Daniel's vifion was recorded, yet that 
part which concerns anti-chrift, and thefuffer* 
ing church of the Gentiles under that monfter 
pf iniquity, lay hid as clofe as this with its feven 
ffals, until the Lord revealed thiss a great part 
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pf which is a key to that, and a certain predic* 
lion of all revolutions^ victffitudes, and events^ 
that ihall take place in the church, in anti-chrift, 
and in ail kingdoms and dominions of the worlds 
until the angel of the evcrlafting covenant, the 
God of heaven, earth, and fea^ is revealed as the 
accompli(her of all the prophecies of this book^ 
which he will hold in his hand when he clofes 
the fccne : Jnd Ifaw awtber mighty angel come down 
frcm heaven^ clothed with a cloudy and a rainbow 
was upon bis headj and his face was as the fun^ and 
fnjfeet as pillars of fire. And be bad in his hand a 
LITTLE BOOK optn^ and he fet his right foot upon the 
fta^ and bis left foot upon the earth, and /ware iy 
bim that liveth for ever and ever, that there fbould 
be time no longer \ but in the days of the voice of the 
fevenib angel the tny fiery of God fbould be finifhed. 
Rev, chap. io» 

■ adly. This book is faidto he fealed on the back 
fide with feven feals. The feals denote the fecret 
myfteries and myftcrious depths of its contents ; 
it contains the fecret myfteries of God's \Vill ; 
the Holy Ghoft is both the feals and the fcraler. 
What is written with iht finger of God, Dan. v. 5. 
and fealcd by the Holy Ghoft, can never be 
made known by any but him who is Lord and 
keeper of the privy fcal of heaven j Chrift has 
the feat of the living God, Rev. vij. 2. He was 
jn the bofom of the Father^ and hath revealed the 
father and his mind and will alfo ; for all things^ 
faith t|ic Saviour, that I bftve heard of my Father 

I have 
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/ have made known unto you, John xv« 1 5. and as 
he hach the feai, he can open and none can flouts and 
fiiui and none can open^ Rev. iii. 7. for all power 
is given unto him both in heaven and earth> 
and he hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son, John v. aa. and caufed all the treafures of 
wifdom and knowledge to be hid in him j there- 
fore he makes known the myfteries to his fer- 
vants the prophets, and feeds his people with the 
tread of eternal life^ for him hath God the Father 
feakdy John vi. 27. 

The feals may ferve to (hew us that none but 
thofe who are fealed by the Spirit to the day off 
redemption, can ever under (land this booki and 
indeed it is dedicated and direAed to the feven 
churches, and to none elfe. The feals may re«* 
prefent the certain accomplifhment of the pro- 
phecies of this bookj as fealing (hews a thing 
to be ratified and confirmed ; which (hews that 
the devil and anti-chrift (hall continue no longer 
than the time appointed, nor prevail any further 
(han the limited power permitted and made 
known in this book: What is written by God's 
finger y and fealed by Gq£ s fevenfold feal^ may no man 
reverfe. Eft. viii. 8. Hence we may conclude, that 
this revelation of things is certain^ and the accompUfb^ 
v^ent wiUbefurej Dan. ii. 45. 

gdly. As feals make a deep impreilion, it 
fiiews that the deep things contained under thefe 
feals will fink deep, and leave a lafting impref-^ 
fion wherever or upon whomfoever they n^ay 

fall^ 
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fail, whether in a way of mercy or of judgment; 
fo that they will acknowledge it to come from 
the court of heaven; as appears from the ftrange 
effc&s that the opening of each feal produced ia 
•the world and church, which have, and will leave, 
a (lamp of infinite divinicy behind; fo that all 
(ball acknowledge, as the magicians did, that 
this is the finger of God. 

4thly. A feal is a kind of fecurity. A thing 
written and fealed is fecured to the proper owner; 
iclofed and (hut up from ail others. Hence the 
faints are called living epijiks known and read of 
aU men, becaufe the law is written on the fiejbly 
tables of their hearts hy the Spirit of the living God^ 
2 Cor. iii. 3. by which they are fealed alfo ; and 
grieve not the holy Spirit of God^ by which you ar$ 
fealed to the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30. Thia 
is the faints fecurity and foundation of comfort^ 
and is effeftually known to none but. God and 
thenvfelves ; nroertbelefs the foundation of God 
fiandeth fure ; having this feal, God knowetb them 
that are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. This feal then fe« 
cures the contents of this book, whether it be 
the portion of that wicked man of fin from God, 
Job XX. 29. or whether it be the cup of Zion't 
affliftions, that her adverfaries have filled or (hall 
fill to her, which they (hall receive in their turn 
double, itfball be meafured unto them double^ Rev« 
xviii. 6. The number feven (hews the perfcftion of 
the feals, the fealer, and of all things that are 
fealed s-»<:to the Spirit they are all Known, for he 

fearches 
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fiartha tbt dtep things of God. The Saviour, who 
IS God» and has all the fullnefs of the fpirit on 
him, knows them all, and reveals them io us by the 
Spirit^ I Cor. ifi. ic. hence thofe that have ears to 
hear are exhorted in this book to hear, what the 
Sfirit faith unto the cburtbes^ Rev. ii. 7* Which 
leads me to my fecond general head. 

jlnd whin he bad taken the book—^t received it 
in order to loofe the feals, unfold the mjrfteries, 
and fend the contents of it by his angel unto 
hi» (ervant John> who was to fee thefe things ia 
the vifions of God, underftand them by the 
Spirit upon him, and to write them as be was 
moved by the Holy Ghoft, and to fend them for 
inftruftion and diredion^ as a caution and a 
cordial 10 the feven churches that were in Afia, 
and by. and. from them to be handed down to 
the church of God in all fucceeding ages, as a 
revelation from heaven, with this liberty granted 
<p-H&r that bath an ear let him hear^ what the Spirit 
Jaitb unto the churches'^ which is a grant to all to 
whom thefe prefents Ihall come greeting, or to 
Uli thofe whom it may concern, or have any 
fconcern about the falvation of their fouls> by 
faith in Chrift Jefus, Bl^ed are they that are calU 
ed to the marriage-fupper of the Lamb. It contains 
l^n awful warning alfo, and an irrevocable denun* 
ciation of vengeance on all that die in the bofom 
of the whore of Babylon9 or are converted to 
fopery— / w//i/7/ her children with deatby Rev. ii. 
ia3.— But } proceed to the fubftance of my fc#» 
(ond he^d. 

And 
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. ' 'And when he bad taken the hoek^ the four be a^» 
— ^W^hacever thefe four bcafts are» it ts clear thac 
mil through this book tbcy are honoured with the 
firft view of all that is difclofed by the opening 
of the feals, and were eniployed in inviting others 
to behold the wonders revealed and made known 
by the opener of the feals — And I faw wbeu th€ 
Lsmb opened dne of the fials^ and I beard as U were 
ibe noife of thunder, one of the four beafts faying^ 
Come, and fee. Rev. vi. !• And when be had open^ 
id ibe fe€ond feal, I beard the feeond beafi fa;/, Com^ 
andfetj Rev« i. 3. And when be bad opened the 
third feal, I beard the third haft fay^ Come, and 
fee. Rev. vi. 5. And when be bad opened the 
fourth feaU I heard the voice of the fourth beafiftr^p 
Come, and fee. Rev. vi. 7. The indulgence 
granted to thefe beafts ferves to give us an infight 
into what they are. Firft, they are allowed t^ 
look on while the Lamb opens the feals, as Ma'- 
ncah and bis wife didy when the angel did wonderoufk^ 
hfore tbem^ Judges xiii. 19. 2dly, They are dis- 
covered in a meafure by their thundering, voice j 
Asid I heard as it were the noife of thunder ^ one of th§ 
four beafts faying. Come, and fee. Rev. i. i; And 
yi\j. By their inviting others to approach^ and 
behold what themfclves faw. 

Now who can thefe four beafts be to whom 
Aefe things can agree, but to gofpel-minifters? 
Firft, By their fianding neareft to Chrift, as bis 
ombaffadors, or good fiewards of bis manifold grace 
and nrffteries I 2dly, Their having the- ftrRr fight 
cif the myfteries couched under the feals*^^/^ 
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you (who were apoftles) it is given to know tbi 
nrffteries of the kingdom of God, Matt. xiii. 1 1. thaif 
they might teacb others, ohferving all things that 
Cbrift had commanded them. Matt, xxviii. 19, 2cx 
3dly, By their thundering voice— yto</ hejimamei 
them Boanerges, which is the fons of thunder, Mark 
iii. 17* 4thly, By their being made ufe of to 
invite others-*--^«^ at fupper-time he fent out his 
fervants (or minifters), to invite them that were bid^ 
Jen — and, fthly, By their meflfage, Come, and 
fee. Come^ and fee for yourfelves-^take not our 
word upon tru(l|"but fee and judge for your* 
felves — as Andrew and Philip faid to Nachanaelj 
fFe have found him of whom Mofes and the prophets 
did write, Jefus of Nazareth. And be anfwered^ 
Can any good thing come out of Nazareth f PbiUp 
faid unto him (in the language of the four beafts)^ 
Come, and fee, John i* 45, 46. And he went and 
faw^ andfaid^ Rabbi, thou art the Son of Godf thou 
art the King of Ifrael, John i. 49. and if {o, he 
certainly was a good thing, and a holy thing, 
whether he came out of Galilee, out of Nazareth, 
or out of Heaven. And I think if our modern 
Atheifts, Deifts, Socinians, Arians, and Armi^ 
nians, had but a divine power on their wills, and 
the undion of the Holy One upon their under* 
fiandings, they would not be fo eafily led blind- 
fold by the god of this world as they are, nor 
would lb many heedlefs fouls be led by them % 
but, in obedience to the invitation of tbefe beafls^ 
tbtf would ome and fee for themfelves. 

By 
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' By the above obfervations, they feem to be mi«* 
nifters of the gofpel — and 'tis clear that they were 
finners redeemed by the blood of Chrifl, by the . 
ccleftial anthem that they bear a chorus in 1 
which (hews that they cannot be good angels, 
for they need no redemption 1 nor devils, for 
they are excluded from it; Jefus took not on bim 
the nature of angels, Heb. ii. 16. nor can they be 
reprobate finners, for Chrift laid down bis life for 
bis Jbeep ; bue reprobates are not of his fheep, ye 
are not of my fheep, as 1 faid unto you^ John x. 26. 
Therefore thefe beads mufl be chofen finners of 
the human race, whether they were preachers or 
private faints, according to the following part 
they bear in the coronation-anthem, ^be four 
hafts and four and twenty elders fell down before tbe 
Lamb \ and they fung a new fong^ faying, Tbou art 
wortby to take tbe book, and to open tbe feals thereof: 
for tbou waft fiain^ and baft redbemed us to God 
hy tby blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
feopUy and nation: and baft made us unto our Goi 
kings and priefts ; and we fball reign on tbe eartb^ 
Rev. viii. 9. 10. 

If thefe beads were redeemed by Chrid's blood, 
they muft be human, not angelic faints— -if re** 
deemed out of every nation, people, and tongue, 
they mud be redeemed from among the children 
of men — and if out of every nation, it is moft 
likely they were Gentiles, rather than Jews, 
though the Jews will by and by be gathered in 

again. 
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again» out of the various nations where they ard 
now fcattered. 

. As thcfe beafts are privileged with flanding 
neareft the Lord, and indulged with the firft 
view of things^ it is plain that they are mioiftcrs 
of Chrift, wno are ftewards of the myfteriea they 
law-^and as they are redeemed from among menj 
and fay, Tbou bafi made us kings and pri)effSy and wi 
JbaU reign on the earthy they were redeemed by 
Chrift's blood, crowned with knowledge and 
loving-kindnefs as kings, and reigned as kings^ 
though on the earthy under the dominion of graces 
and as priefts tb^ offered fpiritual facrificesi accept'^ 
able to God by Jefus Cbrift ; which is confirmed in 
my text $ for 'tis faid ibe four beafts^ as well as 
ibe elders^ had golden vials full of odours^ wbicb ari 
tbe prarfers offaints* 

Ic may be inquired why they are called hea^i. 
Perhaps it is intended to exhibit them as brutalt 

finners by nature, before they were redeemed 

• 

from among the nations, tongues^ and people! 
they lay among. Every man is brutifb in bii 
knowledge^ Jer. x. 14. Surely I am more brutifi 
tban any man, faith Agur, Prov. xxx. 2. Tbal 
Cod migbt manifefi tbem, and tbat tbey might fki 
that tbey tbemfelves are beafts^ Eccl. iii. 18. 

We have a further defcription of thefe beafts^ 
The firft beafl was like a lion, the fecond bead 
like a calf, the third beaft had a face as a man, and 
the fourth beaft was like a. flying eagle^ Rev. i v. 7. 

Th# 
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Thi terrible majefty and undaunted courage of 
the lion reprefents them as whelps of the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, as Judab is called a tiotfs 
whelps Gen. xlix. 9. and denotes the fortitude 
and boldnefs of a gofpel minifter^ when (Irength* 
cned with fpiritual might. The wicied flee when 
none purfuetb^ but tbe rigbteous are bold as a lion, 
Prov. xxviii. i. — Tbefecond beaft being like a cdlf^ 
may denote the value of a gofpel minifter^ and 
his quick growth in grace and knowledge— '2? 
fl)all go fortby and grow up as calves of the ftatt^ 
Mah iv. 2. Calf is often mentioned by Ifaiahas 
lying down with the Lamb of God> or with the 
lambs of his fold. Tbe wolf alfo Jball dwell witb 
tbe lambj and tbe leopard Jball lie down witb tbe kid \ 
and tbe calfy and tbe young lion^ and tbe fatling to* 
getbeTj Ifa. xi. 6. Gofpel minifters are compared 
to oxen in fcripture i and a lively emblem they 
are^ when they have got the Saviour's yoke on 
their neck, feed themf elves on the green paftures 
of God's word, abide by their Mailer's crib, and 
tread out the corn for others. Tbou (halt not 
muzzle tbe ox tbat treadetb out tbe corn* Dotb God 
take care for oxen ? or faiib be it altogether for our 
fakes ? For our fakes no doubt this is written, fays 
Paul, I Cor. ix. 9. — Tbe third beaft bad a face as 
a man. This (hews what they really are by na- 
ture, namely men, fallen men, but now redeem* 
cd from among men ; and they were men in a 
militant date, or reprefentatives of them, and 
not the fpirits of juft men made perfeAi for if 

C they 
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they were, they muft look more like angels than 
men, nor could they be faid to reign on the earth. 
^^And the fourth besjl was like a flying eagle i which 
may reprefcnt their heavenly mindednefs, the 
eagle being a very towering flyer, to which faints 
are often compared. I'hey Jhall mount up as m 
eagle' s wings \ tkey Jhall run^ and net weary % walk, 
and not faint ^ Ifa. xl. 31. This bird may de- 
note their fpiritual knowledge and penetration, 
the eagle being famous for flrong and quick 
light. Her eyes are /aid to behold afar cffy Job 
xxxix. 29. She is faid to be very fagacious, and 
can fcenc her prey at a diftance— flifr eyes behold 
afar off\ from thence fbe feeketh her prey y and where 
theflain are^ there isjhe. Job xxxix. 29, 30. which 
may prefigure minifters, whofe' fouls feed on 
Chrift's flefh and blood, in a fpiritual fenfe, by 
faith, and find it the only food that can enter- 
tain the troubled mind, or fatisfy a wounded con- 
fcience. My flefh is meat indeed^ and nty btosd is 
drink indeed i and unlefs you eat my flefh, and drink 
rny bloody you have no life inyou^ John vi. ^2- 

Thefe bcafts are further defcribcd, by having 
fi>i wings; perhaps inallufion to the feraphims in 
Ifaiah, each hazing fix wings ; with twain be covered 
bis face, with twain he covered bis feet, and with 
twain he did fly, Ifa. vi. 2. The covering their 
faces may fbew their bafhfulnefs and modefty in 
the prefence of God, as virgin fouls. Their cover- 
ing their feet betokens their unworthinefs and 
unprofitablenefs to God—fPlen ye have done aU 

thefe 
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tbefe things J fay yi^ We are unprofitable fervants^ 
Lukexvii. io. Their flying denotes their dei- 
light and alacrity in the work of the Lord, in 
fpreading his gofpe]^ as an angel is reprefented 
as jfying through the tnid/l cf heaven^ having tie ever-- 
lading go/pel to preach upon earthy Rev. xiv, 6. 
which angel is a miniiler of the gofpel — a man 
by nature, only an angel by office. Angels arc 
not proper creatures to preach the gofpel to us. 
They have not our infirmities about them ; nor 
could we fit under them with any comfort. Their 
celellial language would be as much above the 
language of Canaan^ as ours is above the lan- 
guage of Egypt. We muft have our treajure out 
of earthen vejfels, 2 Cor. iv. 7. or elfe we ihould 
be ready to cry out, under angelic teaching,, as 
Daniel did, yill my comelinefs is turned into corrup'^ 
tion, and I retain noftrength^ Dan. x. 8. 

Thefe bcafts arc faid to be full of eyes within^ 
chap. iv. 8. which may denote the divine light 
that ihines within them. God^ who caufed th^ 
light to Jhine out of darknefs^ hath fbined into our 
hearts^ fay3 Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 6. This makes a 
nian appear full of eyes, and a world of corrup- 
tions are difcovered^ both in himielf and others. 
It is in God's light we fee lights and whatfoever 
maketb mamfefi is light. They had need be full 
of eyes within and without 1 for they have ene- 
mies on every (idcy befides taking an overjight of 
the flock, and watching for their fouls as them that 
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fnuji give an account. There muft be alfo a Watch* 
•ing the hand of Providence, and the hand of 
God in the fulfilment of the prophecies^ which 
are daily unfolding more or lefs s and as watch- 
men they muft give warning of approaching 
.dangers, and obferve the rifing and declining of 
the gofpel fun, which feems daily going down 
over many prophets; befides their watchfulnefs 
as Ihepherds, to obferve and detedt foxes and 
ravenous wolves, who will not /pare ibe fleck ; nor 
even the chief fhepherd himfelf, if they had but 
power equal to their will, and could get at him* 

fFben tbefe beafts give glory^ and honour^ and 
tbanks^ to bim tbat fat on tbe tbrone, wbo livetb 
for ever and ever j tben tbe four and twenty elders 
fall down before him tbat fat on tbe tbr^ne^ and 
worjbip bim tbat livetb for ever and ever, and caft 
tbeir crowns before tbe tbrone^ Rev, iv, 9, 10. — 
Another proof, and I think a fufficient one, that 
thefe beafts are minifters of the gofpel s becaufe 
here they are reprefented as beginning the wor- 
Ihip of God, and leading it on. Under the old 
difpenfation tbe mxniftering fervant bleffed tbe facri^ 
£ce, and tben tbofe eat tbat were bidden, i Sam. ix. 
13. under the gofpel, firft of all, fupplications, 
prayers, inter cejjions, and giving of t banks, are to be 
made, i Tim. ii. i. Thus preachers lead the 
worftiip, and the people follow after; as is re- 
prefented here: the four beafts begin, and the 
elders fell down and worlhipped. 

John 
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John is fhewn in this vifion how minifter^ 
look in God's eyes^ however they may appear in 
their own^ called beafts -, for fuch the moft hum* 
ble and moft enlightened have often called them- 
fclves i and fuch the children of this world have 
often thought them, or Paul would never have 
complained J fVe are as Jheep accounted for the 
fiaugbier. By their having the face of a lion, and 
she face of a calfj it Ihews there is fomething of 
the Uott of the tribe of Judab^ and fomething of 
Chriit the fatted calf about them i and by the 
face of the eagk and the matii it infinuates that 
there is fomething of the voracious nature of the 
former belonging to the latter. This daring face 
of the man Ihews how felf will at times make a 
difcovery that the befl: of men have Ike pajjions 
with the worfty James v. 17. or elfe one of the 
beft of men would never have complained of a 
body of deaths nor commanded the putting off the. 
old man with bis deeds-, which leads me to my 
third head i which was to ihew^ who thefe four 
and twenty elders are that fall down and worjhip 
with tbe beafls. 

In the days of Mofes the tribe of Levi was 
chofen out of all the reft of the tribes of Ifrael, 
to minifter before the Lord, wait at the altar^ 
and do the fervice of the fanftuary. This elec- 
tion was of Godj and made manifeft by a mira^ 
clei namely^ by Aaron's rod budding and bear- 
ing almonds, while the other eleven rods had no- 
thing about them but a name. Num. xvii. 8. 

C 3 This 
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This minifteria) tribe, being chofen of God^ 
called to the office, and confirmed in it by a 
miracle, moft beautifully prefigured the elected 
church of God in gofpel tinges, when every be« 
iiever ihould know his election, and fee his 
calling clear I officiate in abetter tabernacle, for 
the Lord is his fanduary i offer nnore acceptable 
facrifices in the Spirit, and wait at a better altar: 
we have an ahar, whereof they have no right to 
eat, which ferve the tabernacle, Heb« xiii. lo. 
Hence God promifed to take fome from the 
Gentile nations, and indulge them with the glo* 
rious privileges of this tribe; And they Jball de* 
€lare mf glory among the Gentiles. And I wiil alfo 
take of them for priefts and for Levites^ faith the 
Lord^ Ifa. IxvS, 19. 21. 

Thus we fee the election, calling, and mira* 
culous confirmation of this tribe, is now to be 
found in its gofpel fignification among common 
believers of the Gentiles; who are exhorted to 
make their calling and eleftion fure-— to worfhip 
God in fpirit and in truth— *-to draw near in the 
epbod and terapbim of imputed righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs, with the holy crown of loving 
kindnefs and tender mercies — to attend on Chrifl 
th,^ golden altar — and to minifter about holy things 
-—and oiFer the pleafing and acceptable facri- 
fices of hearty praifes, humble petitions, and a 
broken and contrite hearty which God will not deffife^ 
Pfalm li. 1 7. 

Our 
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Our glorious privileges are fo great that babes 
in grace> as foon as Wifdom^ their mother, has 
brought them a little c§at of needle work wrougbi 
aiout with divers colours^ they may gird oh the linen 
epbod of fandiBcation) go to Sbiloe^ and talk to 
God the Saviour for thcmfclves. Thus the co- 
venant of an cverlafting pricfthood is confirmed 
to the church at large; nay, I add, that as 
Cbrift i&as a prieft after the order of Melcbifadec^ 
and not after the order of Aaron-, which order in- 
terweaving two offices together, namely, that of 
a king and a priefl:, it opens a way for this won* 
derful dignity to fall upon the church of Chri(t« 
which the Levitical tribe could never boaft of, 
for God never fpoke fuch things of that: But ye 
are a cbofen generation^ a royal priesthood, an 
bohf nation^ a peculiar people^ that ye fhould fbew 
forth the praifes of him who bath called you out of 
darknefs into bis marvellous ligbt ; wbicb in time pafi 
fvere not a people^ but are now tbe people of Gody 
I Peter ii. 9, 10. Thus the royal and prieftly 
order of Melchifadec is found in all their glori- 
ous meaning in the glorious King of Zion, and 
Ugb prieft of our profejjioni and the dignity and 
honour of both offices is refledled from the Sa« 
viour on the church : He bath made us kings and 
priejls unto God, and we fhall reign on tbe eartb. 
Rev. i. 6. Aaron's miraculous rod that con- 
firmed his ele6lion and calling, is now found, 
with its bloflbms and almonds, in the church at 
large* I faid, I fee the rod of an almond tree, 
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Jer. i. II. which Jball ftoHnJbf'Ecci. xii. g. liJbaU 
blojfom ahundantfyj and rejoia even with joy and 
Jinging\ the glory of Lebanon Jhall be given unto it^ 
the excellency of Carmet and Sharon : fhey fball fee 
the glory of the Lord^ and the excellenqf of our God^ 
Ifa. XXXV. 2. whofe leaf (hall never wither, buc 
they (hall blollbm as the rofe, and fill the world 
with fruit. 

The family of Aaron who were priefts were 
divided into twenty-four courfes, i Chron. xxiv. 
1-— 19. and thefe twenty-four courfes all waited 
or attended on their minidry in turn. And all 
thofe four and twenty courfes of miniftersj with 
their eleflion, call^ and privileges^ are now found 
in the church in a gofpel fenfe, and are conBrmtd 
with many additional blefllngs and privileges 
which they never had^ and which will end in 
the eternal falvation and glorification of every 
fpiritual prieft, which theirs did not* Theft; 
four and twenty elders reprefent the churches of 
God at large, which were prefigured under the 
old teftament by twenty-four courfes of minifters 
or priefts. This appears plain^ as the fcrip* 
tures call every faint a prieft, a levite^ yea, kings 
and prieft 8j or a royal prieft hood : and in thefe 
four and twenty courfes yoqng learners were num- 
bered as well as the preachers that taught i to 
ihew^ that the babe in grace (hould be included 
in the gofpel fignificacion of their order, as well 
as the ftrong man in Chrift : Jnd they cafi lots^ 
ward againjt ward, as well the fmall as the great, 
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ibe teacher as thefcbolar^ were numbered, i Chron. 
XXV. 8. Blcffed for ever be thar'fpiricual pricft^ 
into whofe lap the lot of eternal life falls. The 
lot is caft into the ktp^ but the whole difpofal thereof 
is of the Lofd^ Prov. xvi. 33. This lot caufes 
contention to ceafe^ Prov. xviii. i8. And indeed 
there is no (lopping the clamorous mouth of Sa« 
tan, confcience, and unbelief, till we are per- 
fuaded that we /hall r^^ andjland in God's lot at 
the end of the days^ Dan. xii. 13. Thus it appears, 
that ili^it four and twenty elders who fall down and 
worihip, are rcprcfentatives of the church of 
Chrid at large, prefigured by the twenty-four 
courfes of priefts, which reprcfcnted the church 
as a royal priefthood. 

The name elder is often applied to the firft- 
born fon— 5i&tfw the brother of Japheth the elder^ 
and reprefents the children of God as the elder 
or firft born by ele£lion i and no wonder, when 
they were predeftinated to the adoption of fonsy be* 
fore any man-child was born into the world.—* 
Abel was Adam's younger fon, Ifaac was the 
younger of Abraham, Jacob of Ifaac, and Ephraim 
of Jofeph : but in God's decree they were not 
fo. They were firft-born fons by promife, as 
Ifaac was, that they might inherit the home- ftall, 
sigreeable, both to the law, Deut. xxi. 15, i6. 
gnd the promife. And Abraham gave all that he 
had untp IfaaCy Gen. xxv. 5. Efau was before 
Jacob 5 yet the Ifraelitcs, not the Edomites, arc 
pgUed Qod's firft born. Jfracl is m^ fon (fay3 
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God) even mrffirfi horn. And 1 fay unto thee^ Let 
^fi^S^ [Pharaoh], that be may ferve me : and if 
thou refufe to let him go^ I will flay thy fon^ even 
thy frfi born^ Exod. iv. 22^ 23. 

Elders are magiftrates that ufed to fit on ieatSj 
at the city gates, to hear debatesj try caufes, 
fettle difputes, and bear witnefs to contrads; 
hence you fo frequently read of the gates of the 
elders^ Prov. xxx. 23. and of the elders at the 
gates bearing witnefs to Boaz*s redeeming NaomVs 
inheritance^ and betrothing Ruth, Ruth iv. 11. 

And if you read the defcription of the wonder- 
ful city called the Heavenly Jerufalem^ you will 
fee elders there, jfnd he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great and high mountain, and fbewed me 
that great city, the ho(y Jerufalem^ having the glory 
cfGod\ and her light was like a fione moft precious \ 
and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels ; 
and names written therein, which are the names of 
the twelve tribes of the children of Ifraeh which 
jfaews that the twelve patriarchs^ fathers of the 
twelve tribes, whofe names the tribes bore^ who ' 
all fprung from Jacob, and were called Ifraelites^ 
a name which is now entailed on every believer, 
who ma]f call himfelf by the name of Jacob, orftmame 
bimfelf by the name of Ifrael, Ifa, xliv, 5. being a 
fon of peace, and of the Ifrael of God, Gal* vi, 
16. I fay, thefe elders having their names at 
the twelve gates of this city, inclines me to 
think, that in the gofpel-figniHcation of their 
names, they are one half of thefe four and twenty 
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elders who reprefent the whole Ifrtel of God 
io the various gofpel*charaAers that their names 

fignify. 

The twelve gates, tbne eaft, three toeft^ thru 
mrtby and three fiuth^ Rev. xxi. i ^. is to fliew» 
that maftf JhaU come from the eafty weft^ norths and 
fouthy andjball Jit down with Abraham^ Ifaae^ and 
Jacobj in the kingdom of God^ Luke xiii. 29. If 
thefe twelve names, at the twelve gates of this 
city, are twelve of the elders, as reprefentativea 
of the church, in the gofpeUfignification of then: 
names, it is to (hew that none can pafs thefe el- 
ders, or enter into the gates of the city, by 
them, unlefs they are Ifraelites indeed^ as Natha- 
nael was, John i. 47. or a part of God's Ifrael, 
which is a name and an everlajiing Jign thatjhall not 
he cut off^ Ifa. Iv. 13. 

The name of this city is Jerufalem, righteouf^ 
nefs and feace^ to (hew that none but juftified 
fouls, in a flate of peace and reconcilfation with 
God, can enter therein. It is the royal city of 
the Great King, in which he refides«*-yfxr^ the 
name of the city from that day JhaU be^ The Lord is 
there, Ezek. xlviii. 35. If fo, a dead finner 
cannot enter there, nor live in the prefcnce of 
God 5 for in bis favour is lifcj and in his prefence 
fidnefs ofjoy^ PfaL xxx. 5. which (hews that they 
muft be quickened by the Holy Ghoil, and find 
favour with God, that enter thefe gates. And 
if thefe twelve patriarchs whofe names the twelve 
tribes bore, being written on thefe gates, are 
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twelve of the elders of this citjr^ as I really be* 
iieve / they are, they do reprefcnc the church of 
God in her twelve difierent ftates and condition^^ 
fignified by the gofpel fenfe of their names i and 
they appear to be elders by their names at the 
gates of this city. Three gates north ; one gate of 
Reuben, one gate of Jvdah^ one gate of Levi i on 
the eafifiie^ one gate of Joseph, one gate of Benja- 
min, one gate of Dan; on the foutb fide^ one gate 
of Simeon, one gate ^^/Issachar, one gate of Ze- 
ButuN \ on the weft Jide^ one gate of Gad, one gat€ 
cf AsHZK^ one gate of i^APHTAhi J Ezck. xlviii. 31 

—34- 

I come now to the fignification of thefe names, 

by which thefe twelve patriarchs rcprefent the 

whole Ifrael or church of God. 

ift, Reuben, by his name, reprefents the fa-> 
mily of God as children of light* The children of 
this world are wifer in their generation than the chil* 
dren of light. Reuben reprefents, by name, the 
fraternity of God as children of light, ^ndwhen 
the Lord saw that Leah was hated^ he opened her 
womh I andjhe bare a fon^ and called his name Reu- 
ben I for Jhe faidy Surely the Lord hath looked 
ufon my affii3iony Gen. xxix. 31, 32. 

2dly, JuDAH reprefents the church of God as 
God's own workmanfliip, created in CHrift Jefus 
unto good workSy which Cod hath before ordained 
that we fbouldwalk in them^ £ph. ii. 10. This 
people have 1 formed for myfelf^ they fhall fhew forth 
my PRAISE, Ifa. xliii. 21. Judah fignifies prais« 
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God. jtnd Jhe conceived agairtj and hare a fon\ 
andjbe faidy Now will I praise Jehovah j therefore 
Jhe called his name Judah^ Gen. xxix. 35. 

Levi, by name^ reprefents the church of God 
in the charader of the LamVs wife^ who is made 
one with Chrift 5 for they that are joined to ibe 
Lord are ofonefpiritj i Cor. vi. 17. We are of 
the Saviour's fleft) and of bis hones. This is a gr£at 
Wf fiery y but Ifpeak concerning Chrijl and his churchy 
£ph. V. 32. Levi figniBes joined, united, or 
in union. And Jhe conceived again^ and hare aJoMi 
and faidy Now this time will my hujband he joined 
to me : therefore was bis name called Levi. 

* . Joseph was a type of the church, as a fruitful 
mother, or an increafing kingdom^. His nanie 
fignifies addition, or increafe; as the kingdom 
of Chrift muft increafe. And Jhe conceived and hare 
a fon ; and faidy God bath taken away my reproach : 

» andjbe called his name Joseph ; and faidy Jhe Lord 
fi>att ADD to me another fon^ Gen. xxx. 23, 24. 
Zion fliall be prolific. 8hall I bring to the hirtb^ 
and not giveftrengtb to bring forth ? Before fhe tra* 
vailed, fhe was delivered of a man-cbild. Shall a na^ 

» tion be horn at once ? Before Zion travailedy fhe 
brought forth her childreny Ifa. Ixvi. 7, 8. Nor 
(hall fhe ever be barren. God ihall add to her 
many fons, and daughters too. She fhall have 
five wife virgins marriageable, that fhall be taken 
into the marriage chamber, when the Bridegroom 
Cometh to judgment. 

Ben- 
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Benjamin, by his hbxrc, reprefcnts the fafety 
of the church in the hand of God the Father^ 
and God the Son -, out of which hands Chrift 
lays they (hall never be plucked. None Jball pluck 
tbem out of my bands. My Father is greater tbatf 
#^, and fume is able to pluck tbem out of my Fathers 
hands. 1 and my Father art one» They are right- 
hand fons ; and at the right hand of the Judge 
they (hall appear at the great day, when the 
gMts (hall Hand on the left* Benjamin Jignifies the 
SON OF THE RIGHT HAND. And he is Called the 
heUvid of the Lord^ who Jball dwell infafety by him \ 
the Lord Jball cover him all the day long ; and be 
Jball dwell between bis ftioulders^ Deut. xxxiii. I2» 
jind Rachel travailed^ andjbe bad bard labour. Ami 
it cametopafsy as her foul was in departing (for fit 
diid)^ that Jbe called bis name Ben^oni (the fon of 
my forrow)^ but bis father called him Benjamin 
(the fon of my right hand), Gen. zxanr. i6-~i8. 

Dan^ by his name, reprefents the church of 
God in a juftified (late, whofe judgment is al* 
ready pad — and they are a righteous nation, who 
have taken their trial, been judged at the bar of 
the law, brought in guilty by it, condemned and 
filenccd, and juftified by an aft of grace which 
paiTed upon them, through faith in Chrift Jefus ; 
and they are juftified from all things frcm which they 
never could be juftified by the law of Mofes. Dan 
fignifies judgment, and may reprefentthe church 
of Chrift upon the feat of judgment with the 

Judge, 
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Judge, feeing they have been his witneflfes in the 
-worid, and will be the fame at the great day. 
And Rachel faid^ God bath judged M£^ and bath 
alfo beard nrf voice y and bath given me a Jon: there* 
FORE Jbf called bis name Dan, Gen. xxx. 6. 

Simeon^ by name, reprefents the church of 
God as true Ifraelices, who are prevalent wick 
God in prayer, whofe prayers God hears— /<;r bii 
eyes are efver tbe righteous^ and bis ears are open t^ 
their prayers* And they are an obedient people 
to the Saviour's voice, whom they hear and obey* 
Mf Jheep bear my vvice, and follow me. Simeon 
figniHes that hears^ obeys, or is heard* And 
fiye cencAved again^ and hare a fon\ and faidy.Be^ 
caufe tbe Lord batb heard that I was bated^ be 
hash therefore given me this fon alfo : andjhe called Ins 
name Simeon, Gen. xxix. 33. 

IssACHAR, by his name, reprefents the; church 
of God as the Saviour's hire or reward. He had 
the cleft for redeeming them, ^bine tbey were^ 
and thougavefi them me i and 1 1^ down my life for 
tbe {beep. They are the reward of the Saviour's 
labour^ as the fpangled (heep was the hire of 
Jacob, as well as his wife. And Jacob fled into 
tbe country of Syria, and Ifrael ferved for a wife i 
and for a wife be kept /beep y Hof.xii. id. And fe 
did our bleiSed Saviour. He aiTumed our nature^ 
was among us as him that ferved, paid the debts of 
his fpoufe, quickened her dead foul, and efpoufed 
her io himfelf, as the purchafe of his bloody and 
the reward of his labour. Jacob's time feemed buf 
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tf day for the love be bad for Rachel^ who was the 
objeft of his reward ; for a wife he kept iheep. 
And for tbe joy that was fet before Cbrift^ be «i- 
dured the croff^ and defpifed tbe fhame^ Heb. xii.- 2« 
which joy confifted in glorifying bis Father^ in his 
being glorified in his human nature, and in tbe 
carriage of bis wife^ and eternal glorification of 
her. Iflfachar fignifies hire or reward. And God 
hearkened unto Lcab^ andfhe conceived^ and hare Ja* 
coh tbe fifth fon. And Leah faidj God bath given 
me mine hirb, becaufe I have given my maiden to mine 
bufiand: andfhe ealled bis name Iffacbary Gen. xxx. 
17, 18. 

Zebulun, by name, reprefents the church of 
God as refiding in the cleft of tbe rock Chrift^ Song 
ii. 14. of whom Zion fays, Lord^ thou baft been 
cur dwelling-place in all generations^ PfaL xc. i. in 
whom - they live^ move^ and have their beings and 
in whom they are commanded to ftand faft. Stand 
fafi in tbe Lord^ my dearly beloved. Zebulun fig* 
niBes dwelling. And Leah faid, God bath en^ 
dowed me with a good dowry : now will my bufband 
DWELL with me J becaufe I have born him fix fans : 
andft>e called bis name Zebulun. 

Gad, by name, reprefents the church as the 
Lord's hoft, or an army with banners^ Song vi. 
10. called the hoft of the Lord, a good company 
of foldiers ; the camp of faints^ Rev. xx« 9. en-* 
^fligtdxvixht fight of faithy i Tim. vi. 12. a troop 
of good foldiers of Jefus Cbrift, who are to endurt 
hardnefs, 2 Tim. i\. $. to put on tbe whole armour 
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tf Gedj Eph. vi. 11. arid overcome the ^iVorU, 
I John V. 4* Gad fignifics a froop. And Zilpab^ 
LcaVs maidf bare Jacob a fon. And Leah faid^ A 
inop Cometh \ and {he called his name Gad, Gen, 

XXIL. 10, II. 

AsHER, by his name, reprcfcnts the church in 
her covenant ftate, being blcffcd of God, and 
under the blefling of Abraham. As many as are 
(f faith are blejfed with faithful Abraham, Gal. iit. 
9. which Zion certainly is ; for it is on the moun-^ 
tain of Zion that the Lord hath commanded the bleff^ 
ing, even life for e^ermorcy Pfal. cxxxiii. 3* And 
this (hall be proclaimed aloud in the great day. 
Come, ye blejfed of my Father, inherit the kingdom. 
Alher fignifies blejfednefs, or being made happy 
under a bleffing, which all God's people are». 
more or lefs. And Zilpah, Leah's maid, bare Ja^ 
cob afecondfon. And Leah/aid^ Happy am I, for 
the daughters will call me blessed : and fie called 
his name Asher, Gen. xxx. 12, 13. 

Naphtali> by his name, reprefents the church 
of God as mighty prevailcrs, ftruggling hard both 
with heaven and earth; like Jacob, they muft 
weftle hard with God for a bleffing. Gen. xxxii. 24. 
Or they will never take the kingdom of God by 
force, which is faid to fufFer violence, Matth. xi* 
12. And they are obliged to wrejlle with princi^ 
polities and powers, and with Jpiritual wickednefs in 
^gh places, Eph. vi. 12. in order to overcome 
the world. Naphtali fignifies a mighty or pre- 
valent wrcftler. And Bilhah, Rachel's maid, con^ 
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aivid again, and hare Jacob a fycond fan. Ani 
Rachel faid^ IVUb great wrestlings have I 
wrejiled with fnyjifter, and I have prevailed \ and 
Jbe called kis mime Naphtali> Gen. iii. 7, 8. 

Thefe particulars highly induce me to think 
that thefe twelve patrfarchsj in the (ignification 
of their namcs^ are twelve of thefe eiders men- 
tioned in my text. FirlV, they all fprung from 
Jacobj whofe name Chrift aflumed, Pfa, xxiv« 6. 
and which name every faint of God may afTume, 
Ifa, xliv. 5. Secondly, they were the fathers of 
all the Ifraelites -, and they are all Ifraelites that 
believe in Chrift for falvation^ called the Ifrael of 
God. Thefe patriarchs all fpruog from Abra- 
ham, who is the father of us all, Rom. iv. 16. and 
from Sarah, who in the allegory is the free wp* 
man, and the mother if us all. Gal. iv. a6. Hence 
we are commanded to look to Abraham our father^ 
and to Sarah jbat hare us. Thirdly, thefe patri- 
archs were the fathers from whence the twenty- 
four courfes of priefts fprung; and by their 
names being at the gates of this city, they ap- 
pear to be the elders of this city ;. and the gate& 
the gates of thefe elders; and unlcfs we arc 
Ifraelites by grace, as thefe patriarchs were by 
nature, and interefted in thofe things fignified 
by their names, we never cao enter the gates of 
this city. We muft produce our regifter, as they 
could, and our genealogy both, as written among 
the living in Jerufalem, Ifa. iv. 3. elfe we (hall 
find no admittance into this city» much iefs into 
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thefaoftuaryi we (hall be (lopped in thie outer 
C9wrty which the reed of God's word is not to 
mofwrty hecauft *ti$ to be trodden under foot ^ as every 
outer-court worlhipper will be. Rev. xi. 2. God 
will trample hypocrites /> bis fury ^ Ifa. IxiiL g. and 
expofe them to as much contempt as the children 
of Habaiab^ the children of Coz^ and the children of 
BarTullai^ who could not prove their defcent from 
Ifirael iy regifter or genealogyy and therefore ^ere 
tbejy as polluted^ put from the priejlbood^ Nehem. 
vii. 63, 64. 

The other twelve elders mentioned in my text, 
I believe to be the twelve apoflles of the Lord. 
They in fcripture are (tiled elders : Peter fays^ 
fbe elders I exhort ^ who am alfo an elder. John 
fiiles himfelf the elder unto the eleS Lady and her 
children. The twelve apoftles are faid to have 
their names in the foundations of this city of the 
living God : jind the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations^ and in them the names of the twelve 
apofiles of the Lamb, Rev. xxi« 14. As the apoftles 
are called elders^ and are faid to have their 
names in the foundations of this city> it Ihews 
that they were do^lrinally or minifterially the 
founders of ir.^ We all know that 'twas God that 
founded Zion, and the poor of his people fhaU truft in 
itt Ifa. xiv. 32. and that he that built all things is 
Godj Heb« iii. 4. yet he ufed wife mafter-builders 
to lay the foundation dodrinally: I, as a wife 
ma^er^builder^ fays Paul^ have laid the foundation^ 
And another iuildeth thereon \ but let him take heed 
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bow be buildetb tbereupcn, i Cor. iii. lo. God the 
Father laid Chrift in his own decree and pur- 
pofc 5 hence he is called an eleS Jlone^ which God 
iard, I Per. ii. 6. and revealed him to the pro- 
phets, who laid him in their miniftry. The 
apoftles fucceeding the prophets laid him more 
clearly and extenfivcly, even in the Gentile 
world ; and every child of God is buill on the 
foundation of the apojlles and propbeiJ, Je/us Cbrijt 
bimfelf being the chief corner ft one j in whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an bolj 
temple in the Lord. In whom ye alfo are builded^ 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit, Eph. 

ii. 20 — 22. 

To the apoftles were committed the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, all that they loofed on earth 
were loofed in heaven, and all that they bound 
on earth were bound in heaven. Matt. xvi. ig. 
Now as the church of God is built upon the 
foundation of the apoftles and prophets, for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit, it appears 
that this habitation of God is this city that I am 
fpeaking of-, for this city is faid to have the glory 
of God in it, and her light was Hie a Jione mofi 
precious. Rev. xxi. ii. This city is likewifc called 
the bride, the Lamb's wife. Rev. xxi. 9, 10. if fo, 
this city muft confift of fuch fouls as the apoft:les 
efpoufed to a good hufhand, and prefented as cbafie 
wrgims to Chrift, 2 Cor. xi. 2. This whofe city 
confifteth of fouls that were not defiled with the 
errors of nyftical Jezabel, Rev. ii. 2q. or the myf 
- - - tical 
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Ucd whore of Babylon^ Rev. xvii. i. 5. This cil^ 
confifts of fuch as were not defiled with thcfe 
isomen^ for they are virgins y Rev. xiv. 4. 

Thus it jtppears that the twelve patriarchs, iu 
the gofpel fignification of their names, arc twelve 
of thefe elders that reprefent the church of God 
in my text ; and their having their names at the 
gates, feems to (hew that they are the elders of 
this city 5 and unlefs we are Ifraelites, or inwardly 
JtwSf circumcifed in hearty and iLcrJhippcrs of God 
intbe Spirit^ Phil. iii. 3. we Ihall not be able to 
find our names on the book of life^ Phil. iv. 
3. or written among the living in this new Jerufa^ 
km. 

You may objeft and fay, the new Jerufalcn^ 
figaifies the triumphant church, which is let 
down from heaven \ or tht fpirits of juji men made 
perfeS^ coming with Chrift in the clouds of hea- 
ven to receive their dead bodies raifed again and 
to be united to them, being thofe bleffed ones that 
have a part in the firjl refurreSion. Be that as it 
may, let us look nearer home; — matters will go 
well with us in that day, if we are found to be 
true citizens. Paul fays. We are come to mount 
Zion, and unto the city of the living God^ the hea* 
venly Jerufalem^ and to an innumerable company of 
angelsi to the general ajfembly and church of thefirfi 
born^ which are written in heaven^ and to God the 
judge of all, and to the fpirits of juJi men made 
perfcfti and to Jefus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to "the blood of fprinkling which 
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fpeaketh better things than that of Abel, Heb« 
xii. 22 — 24. Happy are fuch fouls; they are no 
more ftr angers and foreign ers^ but fellow^dtizm 
with the faints and of the boufebold of Godi and are 
built upon the foundation of the apoftles and prophet s^ 
Jefus Cbrift bimfelf being the cbief corner fione^ Eph. 
ii. 19, 20. all this is true of you, if you are upon 
the rock Chrift. 

The apoftles laid the foundation of this city^ 
and have their names engraved thereon ; and had 
formerly the keys of it, to let all in that were 
loofed on earth by their miniftry ; and we mult 
be partakers of the fame fpirit, and receive the 
fame truth in the love of it which they delivered; 
for 'tis the fpirit and the word of truth which 
are the keys, and it is the word and fpirit chat 
make us freej where the fpirit is^ there is liber tj^ 
2 Cor. 17. ye fhall know the truth, and the truth 
fball make you free^ John viii. 32. Thus you find 
the fpirit and the word lets us into liberty $ when 
this is the happy and bleflfed cafe with us, we are 
free men of this city, Ifaac was by the fnt 
woman \ Jerufalem which is above is free^ which is 
the mother of us aU\ fo then we are not children of 
the bond woman ^ but of tbefree^ Gah iv, 31. if fo, 
we are free-born fons of this mother, and have 
a right to the inheritance given of God by pro- 
mife to every heir of promife, and (hall never be 
IhuL ouL of this city, as the bond- woman and 
her children will be, 

2 h% 



ODOURS OF SAINTS. 55 

As free men we may trade in this cicy -, all the 
elders will encourage us in it ; and, as the Lord 
lays, ive may go in and out and find pafture. Thus 
thcfc four and twenty elders, confifting of the ofF- 
fpring of Abraham, the twelve literal builders of 
the houfe of Ifrael, and the twelve fpiritual 
builders of the church of God, have their names 
on th« gates and foundations of this city ; and 
as a complete fenateor parliament they reprefent 
the children of God in all their privileges as 
ifraelites, and as followers of the bleflfed Re- 
deemer in the regeneration, till the world ends. 
Which leads me to my next general head, which 
is to confider. 

Fourthly, The objeft of their adoration, the 
Lamb'9 and why fo called. 

If Jefus Chrift be not really, eflcntially, and 
eternally God ; if he be not the felf-exiftent and 
independent Jehovah, they are every one ido- 
laters ; I ant the Lord thy God^ then Jbalt have no 
, other Gods before me ^ Exod. xx. i — ^. For thou 
Jbalt worjhip no other God j for the Lord^ whofe name 
ii JEALOUS, is a jealous God. But the teftimony 
this faithful and true witnefs bears to his 
own proper deity is fufEcient ; 1 am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the endings faith the Lord^ 
which isy and which was^ and which is to come^ the 
Almighty^ Rev. i. 8. and again, lam Alpha^ and 
Omega, thefirfi and the loft, verfe 11. If fo there is 
none before him, nor ihall be aftef him, which 
is proof of his eternity; and though this be 
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denied by many, yet he will let all his enemies 
know that he is the all-feeing and hcart-fearching 
God; I Will kill [Jtr?abcrs children] wiib deatbi 
and all the churches jhall know that I am be which 
fearcheth the reins and hearts i and I will give to 
every one of you according to your works^ Rev. ii. 23. 
Strange language this for a creature. 

The effential deity of this blcfled objeft of faith, 
feenris to be the main (tone of Humbling, and 
rock of oflfence, that the unbeliever is to (tumble 
at: Behold ye de/pi/ers, and wonder and perijbi for 
I work a work in your days that ye Jhall in no wife 
believe J though a man declare it unto you, A6ts xiii. 
41. But thofe that are led by the Spirit to fee and 
believe this effential article of our faith, namely, 
the perfonal divinity of the Saviour, they will 
fee the privilege, and foon feel the bleffcd effcAs 
of calling upon him as the objeft of worfhip: 
Jt Jhall come to pafs^ that wbofoever Jhall call on the 
name of the hordfhall be faved: But bow Jhall they 
call on him in whom they have not believed ? Rom, x. 
14. 'Tis in vain to call on his name as an objed 
of prayer, if thou doft not believe his deity j 
call him not good unlefs thou believe his God- head 1 
there is none good but one^ that is God. But if thou 
believe him to be both Lord and majler thoU docft 
well, for he is fo. 

Bleffcd be God, he does not leave his own 
cleft to ftuiublc at this rock of offence i he fends 
the comforter, the fpirit of truth, from the 
father, to tepjy of him, John xv. 26. and to 
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convince us of our need of him as one nnighty to 
fave. To talk of an eternal falvation from fia 
and fatan, death and hellj by a creature, is mere 
nonfenfc — vain is the' falvation of man^ Pfa. Ix. ii. 
He that is our God is the God of falvation^ and unto 
God the Lord belong the iffues from death, Pfalnti 
Ixviii, 20. And this God of falvation is Jefus ; 
for there is falvation in no other name, Afts iv. 10-^ 
12* Thefe elders know what they are about* 
all the hods of heaven pay divine worihip to 
him, though there are fo many in this world that 
withhold it, being wijer in their generation than the 
children of light j Luke xvi. 8. J^hen he bringetb 
in the firfi-begotten into the worlds be faith. And let 
all the angels of God worfhip him, Hcb. i* 6. and 
the command is the fame to Ziori, He is thy Je^ 
hqvah, and worfhip thou him^ Pfalm xlv. 1 1. 

I will never believe that there ever was an 
Arian that could give any true account of a 
work of regeneration on his foul^ or of his being 
born again of the Holy Ghoft; and as they are 
fenfual men, having not the fpirit, nothing can 
be expedled from them but lies and confufion ; 
the natural pian receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, neither can he knpw them, becaufe they ere 
fpiritually difcernedy Rom. ii. 14. The Saviour 
wiU ever be glorified by the Holy Ghoft where- 
eyer th^t Spirit comes; and he will be glorified 
as God and Saviour by no other fpirit, nor by 
any but thofe that have the Spirit: fVben the 
fpirit of truth is CQm^, he will guide ycu into all 
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truths For be Jhall not fpeak of himjtlf^ bejbattglo^ 
rify mcy John xvi. 13, 14. 

The ftrft powerful command that was attended 
with a divine ray to my foul was this, " Go and 
pray to Jcfus Chcift •/' I went in obedience to 
the heavenly vifion, and in anfwer to the firft 
extempore prayer put up to the name of the 
LiOrd Jefus, I came out of as much real and 
imaginary horror as any mere mortal could bear up 
under, I would bear this teftimonyj and fwear 
CO it with my dying breath. He that denies the 
Saviour's being the felf-exiftent and indepen- 
dent Jehovah, is in his natural Hate, in a ilate of 
unbelief, and in a fair way for a (hare in the 
damnation of hell : If ye believe not tbat I am yt 
Jhall die in your Jins^ John viii* 24. and if tbey die 
in tbeirftns where Cbrift is they cannot come^ ver. 21. 
This I fee, that the faints of God are every way 
in(bu6ted, and the word of God is every way 
fulfilled 3 evil men and feducers Jhall wax worfe and 
worfe^ deceiving and being deceived^ 2 Tim. iii. 13. 

It is clear, from the chapter out of which my 
text is taken, that thefe fpiritual worfhippers 
worfhip the Lamb with equal adoration to that 
of the Father I And every creature which is in 
heaven^ and on the earth, and under the earth, andfucb 
as are in thefea, and all that are in them^ heard /, 
fofingf Blejpng^ and honour, and glory, and fower^ 
be unto him that Jetieth upon the throne^ and unto the 
Lamb far ever and ever. Jlnd the four beafisfaid 
Anieny Rev. vi« 13, 14. For the Father judgetb no 
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man, hut hatb committed all judgment to the Son: 
That all men Jhould honour the Son^ ^even as they ba^ 
nour the Father, He that honoureth not the Son^ 
honouretb not the Father which hath fent him^ Joha 
V. 22, 23. 

* 

Having treated briefly of the objeft of their 
worfhip, the Lamb^ I come now to ftiew why 
be is fo called. 

Firft, Bccaufc of his innocency; he having 
done no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth, 
I Pet. ii. 22. yet /'/ pleafed the Lord to bruife bimi 
be hath put him to grief I fa. liii. 10. 

Secondly, Becaufe of his mceknefs and gen- 
tlenefs in the hands of his enemies, and fubmif- 
fion to their cruelty and rage. A lamb makes 
litde refiftance in the hands of a butcher, and 
lefs in the hand of its Ihearer; no animal of its 
fize fo paflive and meek. ' There is nothing 
about it but is ufeful $ nor any thing in its na« 
ture that is voracious, cunning, fly, or favage s 
to which the Saviour is compared in his meek 
and gentle deportment— W^ was opprejfedy and he 
was affiiiled^ yet be opened not his mouth: He is 
brought as a lamb to the Jlaughter, and as ajheep 
before her Jhearers is dumbf fo he opened not bis 
mouth. He was taken from prifon and from Jui^-^ 
ment, and who fhall declare bis generation ? For be 
was cut off out of the land of the living ; for the 
iranfgreffion of my people was be Jiricken, Ifaiah 
liii. 7, Hj, 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, He is compared to a lamb on ac« 
count of his ufefulnefs. There is nothing about 
a lamb but is ufcful. It is excellent /W^ if not 
the very bcft of animal food', hence the Saviour 
fays, Aty ftejb is meat indeed^ and ntf blood is drink 
indeed^ John vi, 55. wbefo eaSetb myflejh and drinks 
etb wy bloody bath eternal life^ and I will raife bim 
up at tbe laft day^ verfe 54. This fpiritual eating 
and drinking (hews the myfterious union there 
is between Chrifl: and the believer ; for as food 
received, digefted, - and concodted, nourifhes 
every part of the body, and increafes it, fo the 
foul who receives the Saviour by faith into his 
heart, as crucified for him, finds the fentence of 
deaths his Ibul-deadnefs removed, and life divine 
communicated ; He that eatetb myflejb and dririketb 
my blood, dwelletb in me and I in bim, verfe 56. 
AH other food perilhes i but this food is fpiritual 
and divine $ and is no lefs than an eternal feaft of 
fat tbingSy intended to entertain a troubled mind, 
quicken and nourifii a-periihing foul, and fatif* 
{y the boundlefs defires of it with the love of 
God. Such fouls ihould live above the fcar^ as 
they (hall furely live above the power, of all that 
IS called death-*-*H^ tbat eatetb of tbis bread fball 
live for ever, John vi. 58. 

The wool of the lamb is excellent for cloath- 
ing, as well as the Ikin for other ufes — Tbe lambs 
are for tby cloathing, and tbe goats are tbe price 
rf tbe fields Prov. xxvii. 26. And I believe there 
is fome fweet meaning in this text: I will lay 
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Jinews upon you^ and will bring up flejh upon yoUf 
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you and 
you Jhall live^ Ezek. xxxvii. 6. However, the 
Saviour is not only the food of our fouls, but 
our cloathing zX^o—Put ye on the Lord Jefus Cbrift^ 
Rom. xiii. 14. and walk in bim. Col. ii. 6. He 
is our coyering^^BleJfed is tbe man wbofe Jin is 
covered^ Pf. xxxii. i. Tbe Lord bath covered me with 
tbe robe of bis righteoufnefsj Ifa. Ixi. 10. and unlefs 
he does we (hall ht found naked^ Rev. xvi* 15. In 
fliort, we muft/t?^^on him, or die; we mud be 
found in his rigbteoufnefs or be damned, and that 
is the truth of it. 

Fourthly, There is no other fountain opened 
for (in but the Lamb's blood. All that are in 
heaven wafbtd their robes and made them white in 
tbe blood of tbe Lamh^ Rev. vii. 14. and if he 
wajh us not we have no part in him^ John xiii. 8. 
No cleanfing but this can purge the confcience 
from the fting of guilt, the curfe and wrath of 
the law, or from dead works, that we may ferve 
tbe living God, Heb. ix. 14. He that is a ftranger 
to the blood of the Lamb, is purfued and haunt* 
ed by the wrath of God, the fcntence of deaths 
and a guilty confcience i no fountain but the 
blood of the Lamb of God c^nfprinkle tbe heart 
from an evil confcience, Heb. x. 22. No peace, 
no reconciliation or frierrdlhip, with a fin-aveng* 
ing God, but by an application of this atoning 
bloods this is the blood of fprinkting that Jpeaks 
better things than that of Abel^ Heb. xii. 24.— 

Under 
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Under this atonement of the Lamb the Ifraelites 
cfcaped the deftroying angel's fwbrd in Egypt : 
By faiib Mafes kept the pajfover and the fprinkling 
of bloody left be that deftrcyed the firft-born jhould 
touch tbem^ Heb. xi. aS. And you pharifaical 
advocates for a form of godlinefsj who have fo 
often faid *^ O Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the fins of the world, grant us thy peace," fee 
that you rejeft not this fountain; if you do, you 
rejeA all peace and reconciliation with God j and 
the confequence will be, that an awful fepara* 
tton and an infinite diftance will take place be- 
tween you and the fountain cf life, and an eternal 
war will commence where the lofs will be all your 
own i He will draw bis fwerd^ and come down o» 
ibe people of bis curfe to judgment, Ifa. xxxiv. 5, by 
fre and by bis fword will the Lord plead with aU 
flefb, and the fiain of the Lord fhall be many, I fa. 
Ixvi. i6« You that dcfpife this fountain of the 
Lamb's blood fliall feel his wrath ; and though 
you never aflced for an intereft in him, yet you 
ihall pray to be hid from him : T!he kings of the. 
earth and the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bond 
man^ and every free man, bid. tbemf elves in the dens, 
rocks, and mountains -, and faid to the mountains and 
rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face of him 
thatjitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb, Rev. xvi. 15, i6« 

To whom this Lamb is no Saviour, be will 
be an inexorable judge. They that never 
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faed for his grace Ihall feel his wrath ; he\wiH 
curfe his enemies once for zM^^Depari from nte 
yi {urfed^M ztt. xxv. 41. and they will curfe him 
•^tbey Jball fret tbemjelves^ and curfe their king and 
their God^ Ifa. viii. 21. and pierce their own fouls 
by \iy and that to all eternity. Happy, and 
eternally blefled, is that foul that can fay from 
his own experience, the blood of Chrift cleanfetb 
us from all Jin. The faints belt performances (land 
in need of wa(hings and our vile and corruptible 
bodies, which are to be changed, and divefted 
of all corruption and raifed in incorruption, with 
which we are to be clothed when mortality is 
fwallowed up of life, muft have a wafiiing in 
this fountain of the Lamb's blood: ^befe are 
thej which came out of great tribulation^ and have 
v)afi>ed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb ; therefore are they before the throne of 
God^ andjerve him day and night in hk temple^ Rev« 
vii. 14, 15. 

He is called the Lamb fiain from the foundation 
of the world. Rev. xiii. 8. Indeed he was flain 
in the purpofe of God from all eternity 9 and in 
God's fecret council and fore-knowledge his 
death was decreed, purpofed, appointed, . and 
determined from all eternity, Jcfus, fpeaking 
of bis death, faith. To this end was I born^ and for 
this caufe came I into the worlds John xviii. 37. He 
was delivered by the determinate council and 
fore-koowledge of God, though it was by the 
inftrumentality of ungodly men that he was 

taken. 



U THE MttSiC ANl5 

taken^ and iy wicked hands be was crucified arid 
fiain^ Afts ii. 2J, ' 

He is called the Lamb Jlain from the foundaitoH 
ef the wcrld, being typified by the offerings that 
Abel brought, called the firjllings of his flock^ 
Gen. iv. 4. which were lambsi and through them, 
by faith, Abel looked to the Lamh of Gody the 
woman's feed promifed, who was to come, and 
iy faith he offered a mere excellent /acrifice than Cain^ 
Hcb. xi. 4. and on this account God had refpeS 
to Abel and to his offerings but to Cain and to bis 
cffering he had Jiot refped^ Gen. iv. 4, 5. which 
Cain could difcern, and therefore he was wrath and 
bis countenance feU. God had refpe^fl to Abel in 
Chrift Jefusj and Abel's faith was looking 
through the type to the anti-type; on which 
account God had refpecl to his offering. Had 
the aft of faith and the objeft of faith been out 
of the qucflion, the offering had been no better 
than a vain oblation; and the declaration and 
queftion would have been, / delight not in the 
Hood of bullocks^ lawbs^ or be goats : IFbo bath re^ 
quired this at your bands? I fa. u la. But by faith 
Abel offered^ and obtained witnefs that he was righ-*^ 
teousy Gcd tejlifying of bis giftSy and by it be being 
dead yet fpeakethy Heb. xi. 4. 

In both thefe fenfe$ he is the Lamb fiain from 
the foundation of the world decretively and typi- 
cally, and was flain in the evening of the world 
in reality. This decretive and typical flaying 
of the Lamb from the foundation of the worlds 
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8T}d his berng flain in reality in the evenings or 
fupfer tme of it, Luke xiv. 17. or, as Paul fays^ 
in the end of the world bath hi appeared to put 
away Jin by the facrifice of bimfelf^ Heb. is. %6. 
this was prefigured under the law every day$ that 
the Ifraelites xnighc look back and fee how every 
faint had been favejl 1 and that they might look 
forward, in hope and expectation of a Saviour 
to comfy called the hope and ftrengtb of tbe cbiU 
dren of IJrael^ Joel. iii. i6. and to them he was 
hopetoxomei for which bopesfake Paul was accufed» 
A£ts zxvi. 7* Now ibis is tbat wbicb tboufialt offer, 
upon the altar ; two lambs of the fir fi year^ day by day 
continually^ The one lamb thou fhalt offer in the 
norning^ and the other lamb thou fhalt offer in the 
even : This Jball be a continual burnt ^offering through^ 
out your generations^ at the door of the tabernacle of 
tbe congregation^ before the Lord ; where I will meet 
yeUf tofpeak there unto thee^ Exod. xxix, 38, 39. 42. 
Thus was the Lamb of God fet before Ifrael 
every morning and evening ; until that abomi- 
nable monfter, that enemy to God, Antiochus» 
commanded faerifice to idols, which many Ifrael- 
ites followed : He forbid burnt-offerings, facri- 
iices, and drink-offerings in the temple, and 
polluted the fanftuary, 1 Mac. i- 41 — 46. 
Tea^ he magnified bimfelf even to the prince of the 
hifii and by him the daily faerifice of the morning 
and evening lamb was taken away ^ and the place 
cf his fan&uary was cafi down, Dan« viii. xi« 
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The Saviour was typified by the fajthal lamb 
that was to be flain once a year^ called the 
Pajfover^ in comoiemoratton of Ifraers deliver* 
ance out of Egypt, and efcaping the deftroying 
angel's (Word, under the atoning blood of the 
{>afchal lamb upon their door pofts. This deli* 
yerance out of Egypt, and efcape from divine 
wrath, was to lead their faith to theik* great de- 
liverer, who Ihould deliver them from their 
l|)iricuat lenemies — much worfe than Pharaohs 
and from the yoke and curfe of the law^-rfar 
worfe than the yoke of fervitude in Egypt. This 
jrearly facrifice was to teach them that Chrift 
would die once for all : Once in the world he 
itiould offer himfelf ; and by his one ofiering for 
ever perfeft all that are chofen out of the world, 
or fandified ; that is, fet apart in the decree of 
God to be redeemed, faved, and glorified by 
Chrift Jefus ; which leads me to my next general 
head, which is to ihew. 

Fifthly, The mufic and melody of their harps, 
and the caufe of \t. 

, Harps were appointed for the Levites by Da- 
vid. Inftrumental and vocal mufic were to go 
together in the worihip of God: Jnd David fpake 
to tbi chief of the Livites to appoint their brethren to 
be thejingers with injlruments of mufic^ pfaUeries and 
barps^ and cymbals^ foundings by lifting up the voice 
mtbjoy^ I Chron. xv. i6. Though harps were 
in vogue long before the days of David i Jubal, 
in the days of Adam, had children that could 
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handle tie barp and organ^ Gen. iv. 21. Laban 
talked to Jacob of fending him away with mirib^ 
Md witb fingSy witb tahet and witb barp^ Oen. 
»xi, ay. And we read of a company c/propbeU 
k the days of Satd^ coming down from the bigb place^ 
^ibpfaiiery, and a tabret^ and a pipe y and an barp 
iiffre ibemj i Sam. x. 5. Thefe harps were ufed 
io the worfliip of Oodj and were typical of the 
kearenly mulic of believing hearts in gofpel 
times : tnen ibt cbwrcb of GodJbouU be as Eden-^ 
ds the very garden of the Lord\ joy and gladne/s 
bwig found tberein, tbankfgiving and the voice of 
melody^ ffa. H. 3. 

The nielody or mufic mentioned in my text» 
feems to be ufed on three occafions : ift. At the 
coronatiQn of the King of Kings> and the con« 
quefts he was fure to gain over his own and his 
church's enemies : And I faw when the Lamb 
opened one of the feals^ and I beard as it were the 
noifi of t bunder, one of. the four beafts, faying^ Come 
and fee. And I faw ^ and bebolda white borfe, and 
be that fat on bim bad a bow^ and a crown was given 
unto bim^ and he went forth conquering and to conquer^ 
Rev. vi. I, 2. Here we have the Saviour as the 
Lord of hofts, or God of armies, mounted.— 
The colour and undaunted courage of the horfe 
rcprefcnts the purity, the fwiftnefs, and the irrc- 
fiftible force of the gofpel of falvation in its 
rapid progrefsi a mighty falvation is compared 
to the fwiftnefs and undaunted courage of this 
animal : Was the Lord difpkafed with the 
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tivirs? [of Nilus or Jordan] Was thine dnger 
againji the rivers? Was thj wrath againft the [red] 
fea^ that thou didft ride upon thine horfes^ and tbf 
chariots offalvatiori? Hab. iii. 8. 

2dly« The Lord is reprefented as having a bow 
in his hand, which is his word: Thy bow vm 
made quite naked^ according to the oaths of the tribes, 
even thy word, Hab. iii. 9. This bow^ being 
the' word of Chitft, is co (hew the convinciog 
and convi£ting power that goes to finners hearts 
by the Spirit from the publication of it. This 
piercing and penetrating force is often compared 
to arrows fent from this bow : The arrows of the 
Mmigbty are within me^ thepoifon whereof drinketb up 
nty fpirit : the terrors of God do fet themfehes in or* 
fay againft me, fays Job vi. 4. 

3dly. The Saviour is reprefented as having a 
crown given unto him-, which fhews his coronation 
in heaven, and is a fulfilment of this prophecy: 
jind thou profane wicked prince of Ifrael, whofe day is 
come, when iniquity fhall have an end\ thus faith the 
Lord God, remove the diadem, and take off the crown : 
This fhall not be the fame, exalt him that is low, and 
abafe him that is high. I will overturn, overturn^ 
ever turn it ; and it Jhall be no more until he come 
whofe right it is, and I will give it him, Ezek. lau 
25, 26, ij. And who can this be, that has a 
right to David's crown and diadem, but Chrift, 
who was the fruit of David's loins, according to the 
fejh,' raifed up to Jit on his throne ? Adts ii.. 30. Js 
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amrgbty born of falvation in the houfe of Goi^s fer^ 
vant Davids Luke. i. 69 : Who, upon the tbrone 
of Davidy and upon bh kingdom ^ to order it and to 
eftahlijb it witb judgment and jujiice for ever, tbe zeal 
oftbe Lord ofbofts (having not only promifed) but 
performed tbis^ Ifa. ix. 7. Thus the caufe of this 
mufic in my text is, the coronation of Chrift in 
heaven, be is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And 
fecondly, on account of the wonderful conquefls 
hefliould atchieve in behalf of his church, as ap- 
pears by the following account j which ferves to 
ihew us, that thofe reprobates who refill the bow of 
God^ and oppofe the fword of tbe Spirit^ are num- 
bered to the fword of war, and fall under tbeflain s 
which appears from the troop borfe and his war eo^ 
kwr that goes forth after the fiately wbite one. 
And wben be bad opened tbe fecond feal^ I beard the 
ficond heafi fa^f^ Come^ and fee. And tbere went out 
onotber borfe tbat was red i and power was given ttr 
bimtbat fat tbereon^ to take peace from tbe eartb^ 
and tbat tbr/fbould kill one anotber \ and tbere was 
given unto bim a great fword. Rev. vi. 3, 4, i 

The next horfe reprefents famine^ a natural 
confequent of war. Before an army, a fruitful 
land is reprefented as tbe garden of Eden^ but Mind 
it^ a defolate wildemefs^ Joel ii. 3. An army is 
like the Egyptian locuft, H leaves notbing green ^ 
Exod. X. 1 5. which is reprefented by the black 
colour of this horfe, and by the balances of his 
rider, jind wben be bad opened tbe - third feal, I 
beard tbe third beaft fsy^ Come^ and fee. And I bo^ 
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beld^ and lo, a hlack borfo \ and bt thai fat m Urn 
had a pair of balances in bis hand. And J bford a 
voice in She midfi of ibe four beafU fay^ a meafure of 
wheat for a penttf^ and three meafures of barley for a 
fenny^ Rev. vi. 5, 6. 

The ncxc vilion ihews the dreadful eShSts of 
war and famine^ and the certain deftruftion that 
finners bring on their foulsi as well aa war aod 
famine on their bodies^ by thejr rebellion agaioft 
Chrifl: Jefus. This hprfe is deftrultion^ with death 
on his back^ and hell at his heels : u^d wbem be 
bad opened the fonrth feal^ I heard the fourtb. beafk 
fay^ Come^ and fee. And I looked^ and behold a pajl£ 
HORSE ; and bis name that fat on him was jyz ath, 
nnd HB&L fallowed with him. Rev. vi. 7, 8. Thus 
the beads and ciders (eeing the coronation of 
Chrift) and having obtained falvation by hiin\ 
and feeing the wars> fan^ne, del^ruAioOj and 
damnation that attended their rebellioua perfe* 
cutors and oppofers, fing this glorioiis anthem, 
and . make this wonderful melody with their 
harps. 

Thefe harps are ufed again, at a complete vic- 
tory obtained over tiicpope, and the whore e/Baiy- 
Ion (called Jezabel)^ by faith in the blood of the 
Lambs both over their maUce^ and over their 
errors^ on which account th^ are called Tinging 
faid to be not defiled with women. Rev. xiv. 4. chat 
is they had not been irrupted, nor d^kd, by 
committing fortncatien with Jezabel^ nor t^ken 
^th her painted face, a Kings ix. 30. Rev. il ao. 
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nof with the whore of Babylon^ with ^bom the 
kings of tie earth have committed fornication^ Rev* 
xvii. 2« 

Thcfe harps are ufed by tbofe that ftand op the 
fea of glafs^ which is the gofpel difpenfacionj in 
allufion to the ghfs fea made by Mofes for the 
priefts to wa(h in ;• whicbj on the account of the 
purenefs, clearnefs, and heart warming comforts of 
the gofpel difpenfation, is compared to a fea of 
glafs mingled with ^t Rev. v. 9. the gofpel being 
compared to a glafs^ through which the believer 
looks till he is changed into the image of Cbrifi from 
glory to glory % 2 Cor. iii. i8. 

The faints of God are reprefented as Handing 
here: Chrift as the fum and fubftance of the gof* 
pel, is our fea, laver, or fountain open for fin and 
uncleannefs^ by whom we are cleanfed and re* 
newed 1 and ftanding on this fea of glafs^ repre- 
fents the faints as having got the vi£tory over 
the pope, or antichriil; over his image^ or eccle- 
fiaftical power; over his m^rk in the forehead 
or handy which many receive to fave their lives. 
This double mark in the hand and forehead, 
reprefents iirft, the oath of allegiance to him, 
to defend him in his villany j or in the fore- 
head, is openly to efpoufe his curfed caufei 
but thofe that ftand on this fea had overcome 
both the beaft and the whore; they had not been 
conquered by the one, nor defiled by commit- 
ting fornication with the other^ and therefore they 
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ftand on the Jta of glafs^ with the harps of God in 
their hands, Kcv. \v. ii. 

In fhort, the Saviour, as the only mediator be« 
tween God and nnan, had took the book of the 
law, and preached it» fulfilled it, magnified it> 
and redeemed his people from the curfe of it : 
As a prophet he had taken the book of lifie and 
publifhed it, and both were gone forth: Tie law 
was gonfi forth out of Zion and the word of the Lord 
from Jerufakm. It was on the coronation of 
Chrift, his afcenfion to his throne, and the re* 
ception of this bobk of the Revelation, or the 
copy of his kingdom, that the beafts, ciders, an4 
dngels, fing their anthems, and found thefe harpsi 
which leads me to my fixth general head, whicH 
is a defcription of 

Their golden vials, and why fo called. 

id. Let it be obferved, that under the old law 
there was a golden table and many more facred 
things, which are mentioned in this admirable 
book of the Revelation : For there was a tabernacle 
made, the firji wherein was the candle/lick, and the 
tab!e^ and the fhew bread ; which is called the fane* 
tuary^ Heb, ix. a. This court prefigured Chrift 
in his (late of humiliation, and the church in its 
militant ftate -, where the candleftick reprefented 
the church. Rev. i. 20. The golden table, typified 
theflefhly tables of the believers hearts, where the law 
is written by the Spirit of the living Godj 2 Cor. iii. 3. 
pnd in which Chriji dwells by faith, Eph. iii. ^17: 
' « ^ * Th? 
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The (hew bread rcprefented Chrift the tread cf 
lifiy that a man may eat thereof and never die^ John 
vi. 50. this (hew bread is called the bread ef faces^ 
which likewife prefigures the faints of God^ wb9 
being many are em breads i Cor. x. 1 7. and, by 
feeding on Chrift by faith, they fliall appear ac 
laft in the true tabernacle, or heaven itfelf, and in 
the pr-ifence of Gedf or before bis face ; bleffed are the 
furein heart for they fball fee God^ Matt. v. 8. 

On this golden table^ 00 which was fet x^tgoUem 
eanMefiieky reprefenting the church of God with its 
fin branches^ or xhtfeven churches of Afia^ Rev. i. 4« 
were fet {om€golden vialsy or bottles^ filled with f«- 
cenfcy as are mentioned by Jofephus in his hiftorie^ 
of the Jews, and in the fecond chapter of Efdras^ 
which golden vials full of incenfe prefigured the 
hearts of believers, who*are blefled with /i&^j^/r// 
of grace and fuppHcation. And this 'was the number 
of ihem, a thou/and golden cnps^ and a tboufand of 
fi\ver\ cenfers ofJUvfr^ twenty nine \ viAts of gold, 
tbirty^ i Efdras ii. 13. Mention is made again 
of this myfterious article i And the table of Jbew^ 
breadj and the pouring veffels, and thb vials, and 
the cenfers ofgoldj and the vail-, all which be [An« 
tiochus] pulled offj Mace. ]» 22. This was to 
fulfil an ancient prophecy concerning Antiochus, 
who was to magnify himfelf even to the prince of the 
. hofiy and by him the daily facrifice wbs to be taken 
away, and the place of God's fanSluary to be caji 
down, Dan. viii. 11. Thus.it appears that the 
golden vials in my text are mentioned in allufion 
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to the vials that were placed in the fanAuary of 
the Lord, which were made of goldj, and filled 
with incenfe. Thefe golden vials ofjwea huenfh 
being placed on the golden table in the fanftuary, 
lerved to typify the fpiritual prayers that (hould 
go up from the flcihly tables of believing hearts 
ingofpel times» when the divine fire of love from 
Cbrift the altar, fhould make prayer a rich per* 
fume ; when the church fhould become the true 
tabernacle that God himfelf pitched, and in 
which the Spirit of grace and fupplication would 
refide, as in his own fandtum. 

Sometimes in fcripture a believing heart, blefled 
with the undion of the Holy Ghoft, is called the 
veiTel of a lanip wtb sily but the wife icok mlin 
their vtfftls % which divine unfiion feeding the be^ 
liever's profeffion makes bim a burning and ajlnmng 
tight in the world \ yea ;/ caufes his tight teft)ine be^ 
f^e menj and his good works to appear in the 0ghc 

of them. 

Sometimes a believing heart filled with the 
comforts of the Spirit is compared to new wine 
in new bottles^ M^tL ix* ly. and that on the ac- 
count of the unutterable joy and delight which 
the believer feels and experiences in communion 
with the Saviour, which makes religion the 4c- 
light of his fool, and the joy of his heart. 

But in the words of my text, a tried, believing, 
infpired heart, is called zgMen vial, &c. which I 
will attempt to explain to you in the following 

manner. 
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I ft. Why called a vial, 
adly. Why a golden one> aad 
3dly. What the odours ar^« 

Firft, A believing or faithful heart filled with , 
odours, which are faid to be the prayers of faints^ 
is called a golden vial of prayers, to diftinguifh z 
believer's prayers from the petitions of a mere 
formaliftj whofe prayers are in his hook, in his 
pocketj or elfe carried after him under the arm 
of his footman^ that every body may fee thiat the 
mafter is going to work, or to perform his iric- 
ibme taik. There is a difference between a pray- 
ing heart and a pn^er booki a vial of odours, and 
i pocket of papers are two things i for want of 
thefe vials of odours the Lord complains 1 This 
people draweib night unto me with their mouthy and 
bonouretb me with their lips ; but their heart (there 
is the vial) is far from me. But in vaiu they do 
v>orfbip me^ Matt. xv. 8, 9. 

The golden vials full of odours, called the 
prayers of faints, are intended to diflinguifli 
them from the hafty and violent devotions of an 
alarmed hypocrite, who moves by fits and ftarts, 
juft as the fears of death or gripes of confcience 
roufe him. God never hears from him unlefs he 
is convulfed : JVill Gcd hear his cry when trouble 
Cometh upon him ? will be delight himfelf in the AU 
fnighty ? will he always call upon God? Job. xxvii, 
9, 10. No, in their qffli£iion they willfeek God early ^ 
flofca y. 15» aqd fay, arife and fave us, Jer. ii. 
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27. Many vows and prayers are put up^ wbicb 
is compaj/ing their maker about with lies, or flat* 
tering with their Iips> or fpeaking with a double 
heart, Pfalm xii. 2. But when his deliverance is 
obtained^ they fay, we are Lords, we will come 
BO more nigh thee, Jer. ii. 32. We may fay of 
fuch violent devotions, as we fay of fome peo* 
pie's love, it is too hot to hold. O Ephraim what 
Jball 1 do unto thee ? Judab what Jhall I do unto 
thee? for your goodnefs is as the morning cloud, and as 
the early dew itgoeth away, Hofea vi. 4. 

All thefe prayers fpring from the fear of dam-r 
nation ; not from any hatred to fin, love to God» 
or defire after holinefs. The finners in Zion are 
afraid, fearfulnefs hath furprized the hypocrites, wha 
among us fiiall dwell with devouring fire, who fball 
dwell with everlajiing burnings^ Ifai. xxxii. 14. 

The golden vials of odours diftinguifli thp 
fpirirual worfliip of faints from the pompous (hew 
of devotion, which is carried on by thoufands only 
for the fake of applaufe, a livelihood, or a be- 
nefice* The wolf is obliged to put on the flieep's 
fkin, before he can Ihccr the fhcep or get at the 
fleece : Beware of falfe prophets, which come to you 
in fheep's clothing. Matt. vii. 15. IVoe unto you 
Scribes and pbarifees, hypocritesy for ye devour widows 
boufes, and for a pretence make long prayers ; therefore 
y$ fball receive the greater damnation^ Matt, xxiii, 14. 
But the believer has got the fpirit of prayer in his 
heart ; it lays not in his book only, as the for-r 
malifls ', nor in a dorm, as the convulfed hypo-^ 
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crice; nor in his mouth only, as the fcribe; but 
all his devotions fpring from the fpirit, out of a 
tried, purified, and believing heart ; prayers bot« 
tied up in this golden vial will keep as long aa 
the believer lives, and will be acceptable to God 
through Chrift Jefus, as long as tliere is a believer 
in the world. Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of my heart he acceptable in thy fight ^ O 
Uird my ftrength and my Redeemer ^Vhlm xix. 14. 

2dly. A believing heart is called a golden vial^ 
becaufeof the many fiery trials that he feels: God 
has chofen his people in the furnace of afHidion, 
Ifai. xlviii. lo, and has promifed to purify them 
as filver is purified^ and to try them as gold is tried^ 
Zech. xiii. 9. and to make a man by this means 
more precious than the golden wedge of Ophir, Ifaiah 
xiii. 12. It is common in fcripcure to call faith, 
faithfulnefs, or the trial of faith, by this name 
gold^ which is the moft weighty and mod valuable 
of all metals, and requires the greateft heat to 
purify it : Hence you read of the gold becoming dim, 
and of the mojl fine geld being changed^ Lam.-iv* i. 
and o( the faithful city becoming an barloty Ifai. i. 
21. You read of the Saviour's being girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle y Rev. i. 1 3. Faithful^ 
nefs is the girdle of his reins, Ifai. xi. 5. You read 
of the trial of our faith being much more precious 
than gold that perifheth though it be tried with fire^ 
I Pet. L 7. And of the Saviour's counfclling the 
Laodiceans to buy of him gold tried that they might 
be rich, Rev. iii, i8. it means, tried faiths God 

having 
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. haying cbefen the pBsr of this world rich in faiih, 
James ii. 5. To be (hort, a man whofe heart is 
fijirched and )ried^ Rcir. ii. 23. a htz,n purified by 
faitbj Afts XV. ix. and fixed in humble confi* 
dence on the Lord (for it is with the heart that man 
helievetb unto right eou/nefs)^ is this golden vial 
in my text $ 'tis an honeft^ found, tried heart, pu« 
fificd by faith, and influenced by the Holy Ghoft, 
and prayers fpringing from fuch an heart, are 
compared to fweet incenfe^ in golden vials: Let fty 
prayer befet before thee as incenfe^ faith the Pfalmift, 
Pfalm cxli. 2. and fuch prayers are as fweet in- 
eenfe^ and the Lord delights in themi Let me fee 
thy countenance^ let me hear thy voice, fwfet is thy 
voice and thy countenance is comely ^ Song ii. 14, 
Thefe fpiritual prayers in the heart being com- 
pared to vials of odours is to teach us — that both 
the vial and the odours will keep — gold will not 
ruft — odours will not ftink— they are like a mix- 
ture of various perfumes corked up in abotde, and 
we may fay o( this vial of perfumes, as the Saviour 
4oes in the parable of the bottle of wine : But 
new wine muft be put into new bottles and both are 
preferved. Matt. ix. 17. 

3dly. Saints prayers may be compared to odours, 
in allufion to the ointment made for the confe- 
cration of Aaron and his fons \ take thou alfo unto 
thee principal fpices, of pure myrrh ^ five hundred fbekels\ 
and offweet cinnamon half as much, even two hundred 
and fifty fhekels ; and of fweet calamus, two hundred 
and fifty fhekels ', and of caffta, five hundred fhekels, 
7 after 
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^tet tbefiehloftbi fBmSuaryi and of cil-oUvi, an 
bin i and then fludt mah it an oil of holy ointmenl^ 
Erod, xxx« a^^ 24. This olive oil> and the va* 
rioua fpiccs, mod fweetly prefigured the blefled 
uodion of the Spirit of all grace. That as Aanm 
and his fons, and the tabernacle, were anointed 
therewith) fo the blefled Saviour^ who was anoint* 
ed with the fulnefs of the Spirit, Ihed abroad a 
little of this perfumed upAion on his church and 
people, which is no fmall pleafure to them, for 
it is this ointment and perfume that rejoices the hearty 
Vvor. xxvii. 9. And of this the Saviour takes par-^ 
ticular notice : fHfo is tins thai comet b out of the 
wildemiefs like pillars of fmoakj perfumed witjif myrrb 
and frankincenfe^ with all powders of the mercbant ? 
Song iii« 6. 

Saints prayers may be called odours^ from the 
various graces that attend real prayer. The faint 
of God is commanded to come witb botdnefs to tbe 
throne of grace. He prays to a God that he knows, 
and therefore worfiips bim (accordingly) in tbe 
beauty of bolinefs: He comes with reverence, with 
filial fear, life and fervour % he profs in tbe Spirit, 
and with tbe under/landing aljh: He afks in faith-* 
pleads the promifes — importunes and wreftles 
hard ; he prays in hope, and in expeAation of 
being heard and anfwered; concludes with fub- 
miflion to the will of his God, and adds watching 
and waiting to his petitions. He prays for himfcif 
and for others, confeflTes his fins, craves what he 

needs,' 
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aeeds, and bleifes God for what he has got i and 
fffitb fucb facrifices God is well pUafed. There is the 
flame of divijie love in his heart, fervent defires 
rife high towards heaven^ and the approbation of 
God to fuch prayers is as confpicuous as it was to 
the fvi/e metis offerings which confifted of gddf 
Jrankincenfe^ and nrfrrb^ which was approved by a 
vifion from heaven, telling them not to return to 
Herod^ but to go . into tbeir own country another way^ 
Matt. ii. i2» 

Thefe vials of odours are called tbe prayers of 
faints \ which differ much from an infenfible 
finner " faying his prayers," or what is com- 
monly called *^ reading of prayers." The golden 
▼Jal is a new hearty a tried hearty and a believing 
hearty all which arc God's gifts. The fpirit of 
grace and of fupplication is a bleiling promifed in 
the covenant of grace, therefore both the vials 
and the odours are the gifts of God, and of God 
the faints receive them. All human compoHtiona 
are intended by the fubtlety of the Devil to fet the 
finner up in bufinefs for himfelf, that he may not 
be beholden to his God for the preparations of bis 
heart and tbe anfwer of bis tongue^ Prov. xvi. !• 
and.as long as he can trad6 with human wares 
there is no fear of his going to God for afliA-' 
ance, for he is fure to be the finner's laft (hift ; 
nor will he ever go there till his ilock in trade 
is exhauded. The fool that bc^^un the tower at 
bis own eicpence without counting tbe coji^ went on 
tiU all his dock was expended, himfelf ruined, 

and 
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and others mocking tt his vain attempt^ before 
he left off! And it is much to be feared, and 
this I will be bold to affirm, that God has aw- 
fully dcceircd me in the matter of prayer, if 
many thoufands that are now fwaddled up in a 
form of prayer without the fpirit, will not in 
the great day be found calling in vain for this 
oil in their lamps^ or thefe edours in the vials i 
without which the lamp will go out in a fnufF, 
and inftead of a fweet fmell [of odours] behold a 
fiink. The vain repetitions of the heathens arc 
forbidden. Seek the bleflfed Spirit of God to 
help your infirmities in prayer : God loves the 
fimple prayers of his faints ; they are melody in 
his ears, and an odour of a fweet fmell ; Let me 
fee thy countenance^ let me hear tby voice \ fweet is 
tby voiccj and thy countenance is comely^ Song ii. 1 4. I 
come now to dcfcribe a faint. 

A faint is a perfon chofen in Chrift Jefus, and 

in due time gathered unto him, and made par- 

.taker of his Spirit; hence you read of their 

being fanSlified in Cbriji JefuSy and called to be 

faints^ I Cor. i. a. that is, by virtue of their 

union with him they have fandiScation in him, 

and are fandtiBed by him, and by his Spirit called 

to be faints. They are made willing by his power, 

perfuaded by the fpirit of faith, and fecretly 

moved by the love of God to approach and clofe in 

with Chrift for life and falvation. Every real be* 

liever is a faint ; for he is purified by his faith, 

and by faith he lives : hence you read of Sajurs 

F y perfp- 
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perfecutiog the believers, which is called dM§g 
much evil to the fahfts^ A6ts is. 13. In (ho^c> a 
faint is a believer in Chrift, who is a partaker 
of bis Spirit, maintains a clofe walk and keeps 
up a communion and fellowlhip with his l/ml, 
lives in the fear of him and in good confcieoce 
toward himi he is chofen out of the world, 
and feparated from it; though in it, he is not 
of it I he is warmly attached to his Lord's 
caufe, is diligent in the means of his appoint<^ 
ment, orders his fteps by God's word, and fol* 
lows his Lord in the regeneration. Such fotils 
the Lord hath fanAiified, and fuch fouls will 
ever fan&ify him. May God make and keep 
you all of this happy number for the fake c^ 
him that came into this world to feek and to 
fave that which was loft. Amen and Amenr 
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perfecuting the believers, which is called Mng 
Miicb evil to ibe faipts^ A As ix. 13. In (hoh, a 
faint is a believer in Chrift, who is a partaker 
of bis Spirit, maiDtains a clofe walk and keeps 
up a communion and fellowlhip with his Ijord, 
lives in the fear of him and in good confcience 
toward hims he is chofen out of the world, 
and feparated from it; though in it, he is not 
of its he is warmly attached to his Lord's 
caufe, is diligent in the means of his appoint^ 
ment, orders his fteps by God's word, and fol* 
lows his Lord in the regeneration. Such fouls 
the Lord hath fanftiified, and fuch fouls will 
ever fanAify him. May God make and keep 
you all of this happy number for the fake of 
him that came into this world to feek and to 
fave that which was loft. Amen and Amen^ 
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perfecuting the believers, which is called d$ing 
much evil to tbi fai^s^ A&% ix. 1 3. In (ho^t^ a 
faint is a believer in Chrift, who is a partaker 
of bis Spirit, maintains a clofe walk and keeps 
up a communion and fellowlhip with his Lord, 
lives in the fear of him and in good confcience 
toward him; he is chofen out of the world, 
and feparated from it; though in it, he is not 
of it; he is warmly attached to his Lord's 
caufe, is diligent in the means of his appoint* 
ment, orders his (leps by God's word, and fol* 
lows his Lord in the regeneration. Such fouls 
the Lord hath fanAiified, and fuch fouls will 
ever fandify him. May God make and keep 
you all of this happy number for the fake of 
him that came into this world to feek and to 
fave th^t which was loft* Amen and Amen, 
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Forafmucb as yi an mamfeflly didartd to be th 
tpifile of Cbrift^ miniftered by us. What the Saviour 
bimfelf caught in his miniftry, he hath by his .Spirit 
written upon your hearts ; and, as the fcriptures are 
a (ealed book, fo hath he fealed you^ upon your be- 
lieving, with the holy fpirit of promife i and you (hall, 
by and by, as the Lord's fccret treafure, be carried 
by the angels into Abraham's bofom, as fo many love 
letters and living epiftles ; and there be opened, and 
openly read and acknowledged, before all the celeftial 
inhabitants. 

Miniftered by us. Ye arc the workmanfliip of 
us bbourers — the fcals of our miHion and commif* 
fion-— 'the trophies of our vi<5tory, as good ibldiers 
of Chrift— and the crop and fruit of us plowmen 
and vinc-dreflcrs — yea, the (heaves of the harvcft 
in which we labour i which thofe that go forth weep* 
ing and bearing precious feed (hall (at their return 
to God) bring with them, as their joy and crown 
of rejoicing in that day. We (hall prefent you to 
Chrift at the beginning of the thoufand years' reign 
upon the new earth, and Chrift will prefent you to 
his Father in ultimate glory at the clofe of that pe- 
riod, when he delivers up, in fiiU tale, all the fub- 
jc£ts of his kingdom to the Father. 

Written^ not with inky but with the Spirit of the 
living God} not in tables ofjione^ but inflefhly tables 
oftheh^art* The word of truth in the fcriptures 
is written with ink, but the impreffions on your 
hearts is with humbling grace ; the bible was writ^ 

ten 
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ten by holy mea with a pen, but your writing U 
by God himfclf, with the finger of his Spirit ; and 
not ia tables of flone, as the moral law wa^j but on 
the foft and flefhly tabltes of the heart ; the llony 
heart being rcmpved by a feeling fenfe of the par- 
doning* love of God and a believiag view of Chrift; 
which le«]d men to contrition, meeknefs, humili^ 
doni godly forrow> and evangelical repentance ; and 
make the impenitent, hard, and pbdurate heart, foft, 
and iulceptible of every divine impreflion, 

And/ucb trufi have v)e through Cbrifi to Godwardf 
We truft, that what we have here afl*erted of your 
happy ftatCj and of our fuccels among you, is true* 
And this difccrnment of men and things we ob,-^ 
tain by Chrift, from whom all our wifdom, know« 
ledge, and difcernment, comes.-~And it is ^ God*^ 
ward. The acknowledgment of our fucce£$, and 
of our blefled (late, is to the honour of God ; for 
I will not boaft of any thing that God has not 
wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient ei* 
ther by word or deed. 

Not that we arefufficient of our/elves to think aftj ' 
thing as of ourjehes. We are not fufficient to com- 
municate the Spirit, truth, . or grace, of God to 
men I nor fufficient to difcern, r^ad, think, or 
judge, aright of a work of grace upon the heart$ 
of men. 

But our Jnffidency is of God. Our light, knovv^ 
iedge, and grace, that wc have, arc of God's free 
gift } 4nd S^ b all the fuccefs that has attended our 

A 4 labours. 
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labours. And, as for our difcerntnent into your 
hearts, and knowledge of the goodnefs of your 
ftate, they arc of God alfo ; which he gives us h'ght 
to fee, and knowledge to judge of, and a perfuafion 
in our own hearts that our judgment of you ii true. 
Moreover,* he told me to /peak boldly at Corinth^ for 
' be had much people in that «/y.— And it was by us 
.that ye were called. God may ufc others, even 
men of one talent y graceleis men, to cad a little light 
upon liis word, and on your minds, and to furnifli 
his fpiritual exchangers with fome found expreflions 
for prayer and converfation j but he never ufcs nor 
honours thefe in converting fouls to himfelf ; for, jf 
ye have ten thoufand inftruElorSyye'haoenot mair/ fa^ 
' Jhers \ I have begotten you through the gofpcl j there- 
fore our fufficiency is of God ; 

Who hath made us able minijiers of the new iefia^ 
tnenty not of the letter y but of the Spirit. The New 
Teftament is the covenant of grace, which was 
made between the Father and the Son. But, when 
^Chrift had performed the conditions of it, and it 
became fealed and ratified by his blood, and offeree 
by the death of the teftator, it then became a tefta- 
ment, valid, and of force ; and no man may dilannul, 
add thereunto, or make it void. It is of force to 
every heir of promife, who may come and receive 
the legacies, that are therein appointed by the Fa- 
ther, and bequeathed by the Son, to him. 

An able minijler rf the new tejiument is one that 
has received the fpirit of promife, one that has fek 

and 
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and enjoyed the truths, bleflings, and promifcs, of 
the gofpcl in his own heart, aud fo tells tt) vth^rs 
'what God has done for his foul. — He has the Spirit, ' 
and is a minifter of the Spirit — ^he is a partaker of 
grace, and a good ftcward of it — he is pardoned, 
and preaches forgivenels*-heis juftificd, and preaches 
righteoufnefs — he believes, and therefore fpeaks^- 
he is quickened, and holds forth the word of life— 
he b free, and preaches liberty to others — he has 
made his own calling and eledion fure, and there- 
fore (huns not to declare the whole counfel of Gpd. 
Chrift is revealed in him; and he bears him and 
preaches him amongft the Gentiles. He has felt 
the favour of his name as an ointment poured forth, 
and therefore is inftrumcntal in making manifeft the 
favour of his name in every place — he has fak in 
himfelf^ and his words are feafbned with fait, to fea« 
fbn others — he is illuminated, and lets his Itghc 
fhine before men — he is a candle on the (tick, and 
gives light to all that are in the houfe. Such an one, 
in the hands of Chrift, is an able miniftor of the 
new teftament. 

Not of the letter y which gives no life, no hope, 
no help^— it brings nothing good to the finner, but 
cMls for every thing at his hands— it calls for love, 
for righteoufnefs, for perfedl and perpetual obe- 
dijcnce ; but gives no grace, mercy, nor falvadon. 
A minifter of the letter k a man dead to God, a 
niifcarrying womb, and a dry breaft to others— he 
is an inflrumeat without life,- giving uncertain found; 

and 
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and a well without water, fhat refrelhes none— be 
4nay fumiih the head, but cannot manpre the heart — 
he may nurfe pride, but never nourilh the ibul— * 
he may lead to prefumption, but cannot c;omaiur 
nicate fidth, being but a roinifter of the letter. . 

Fipr ibe letter kUkib.'-^It threatens death temporal 
to every traofgreflbr. The bla^hemer was ftoned 
without the campi the worlhippers of Baal-peor 
were killed on the fpot; he that gathered fticks on 
the fabbath-day was killed at the command of God -, 
the rebellious childi that dilhonoured his parents^ 
was to be ftoned. It minifters fpiritual death, cutf- 
ing every trahfgre0br who is under it, and already 
dead by it& and it minifters eternal death to both 
body and fouU It condemns the foul to eternal 
wrath, and the body to endlefs flames. . 

But the Spirit giveth life. He quickens the dead 
£)ul, g^ves it life and feeling, and modon towards 
God. He removes the fting of death by the appli* 
cation of the atonement, and removes the fentence of 
death by bringing in the righteoufne6 ofChrilL He 
works faith in the heart, and prefents the Lord and 
giver of life to it, and fo enables the foul to live by 
the faith of the Son of God. 

But^ if the miniftration rf deittb written and «v- 
gr0Ufn in Jones was glorious. ^^Thxi law was g^vtn 
with much ^rious majefty. God came down upoa 
mount Sinai; hia. chariots were c^etity thQuiand» 
even thoufands of angels; thunder, )ightnii^g8» 
lmoke» and darknci% the found of ^ a trumpet, and 

the 
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rftc voice of words. God wrote' the law with hn 
own finger, and gave it to the angels ; and MoTes 
received it by the difpofition of them. The medi- 
ator had a ray of glory on his face when he deli- 
vered it, to give a fanflion to it, and to put an ho- 
nour upon the office of Moles : but, notwithftand- 
ing all this majeftic glory, it is the miniftradoa of 
death ; and the glory itfelf was terrible to Ifrad. 

So that the children of Ifrael could not fteifafily he^ 
hold the face of Mofesfor the glory of bis comtenrntce^ 
which glory was to be done uwcsy. — This laft word 
glory is not in the original, but is fupplied by the 
tranflators. This glory the children of Ifrael could 
not look to. The voice and terrible majefty of God 
brought them all in guilty before him, fo that they 
could not endure the light ; and the vail of igno- 
rance was upon their hearts, that they could not fee 
the meaning of it, and therefore darknefs fuitcd 
them beft. And this is the cafe with every bond- 
child to this day— he gropes at the old mounts 
amidft blackneis and darknefs; but bring him to 
Zion, the perfcAion of beauty, out of which God 
flunes, and he fhuns the rays and hates the light; 
nor will he come to it, left his deeds fhould be re? 
proved; and this is his condemnation i and, as it is. 
now, fo it will be in the laft day — he will call to 
the rocks and mountains to hide him from the &ce 
of Him that fits upon the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb ; and, as he cannot endure the 
lights he (hall be driven to outer darknefs, to the 

generation 
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generation of Kis fathers, and (hall never fee 
light. If all this glory attended the miniflration of 
death. 

How Jball not the minijiration of the Spirit he ra* 
ther gloriouj? The law reveals the holincfs and 
juftice of God, and his wrath and indignation at all 
fin : but the gofpcl reveals and promifcs the Holy 
Ghoft to every foul that believes ; who is the God 
of glory, and makes the faints* bodies his own tern* 
. pie J who reveals the Father's eternal love, grace, 
mercy, and good-will of purpofe and of promifej 
■who fliincs with a glorious light, works a glorious 
work of grace, is an earneft of future glory, and a 
pledge of ir, arid will at laft put the foul in full pof- 
fcflionofit. 

For, if the minijiration of condemnation hi glory. ^^ 
If a difpcnfation— that brings in the whole world 
guiJty before God ; which makes the offence of 
Adam abound, and all (in become exceeding finful ; 
chat curfes, condemns, and afligns men over to fu- 
ture judgnjcnt, there to have the fentencc paflcd and 
eternally executed— be glory, 

Much more doth the minijiration of right eoujhefs ex- 
ceed in glory. — For the gofpel reveals the righteouf- 
ncfs of God fully fatisfied by the propitiatory facrifice 
of Chrift 5 and the perfcft obedience of the Son 
of God is clearly revealed in the gofpel, and imput- 
ed by God himfclf to the juftification of all that be- 
lieve; who likewife promifcs graceand ftrengrii to help 
in every time of need, that we may be thoroughly fur- 

nifhcd 
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nnhed for cvciy good work. As much as the incor^ 
ruptible Iced, die word of God, exceeds the letter 
—as eternal life exceeds eternal death— as much as a 
blefling exceeds a curie— and as righteoulheis exceed* 
condernnadoo — fo much the everlafting. gofpel ex* 
cceds the moral law, engraven on tables of flone. 

For even that which was made ^orieu$ had m 
gkry in this refpefl^ iy redfgn of the glory that excd* 
kthg^'^Tlfic law was but a moon-light at bed ; which 
rules over the night, and over the children of the night| 
and of darl^D^ fs, who have the old Vail upon their 
heart, and are qf the works of the law, under it, and 
under the curfe of it. But, like the moon, there i$ 
no heat to warm ffie heart in it, nor does it caufe 
any genuine fruitfulnefs in the barren foil that is un- 
cjcr it. — Bitter clutters of error,, wild grapes .of (ia^ 
and dead works, are all the fruits that can be found 
in bond- children s and you .may as well expeft 
grapes from thorns, and figs from thiftles, as to look 
for any other from |;>arren hearts, unrenewed by 
grace. But the gofpel reveals God in all his glory 
and majefty; and Chrift, the fun of righteoufneft^ 
with all his reviving glorious light and hi^at, who 
turns the defert into a fruitfiil field, and the barren 
heart into a fpringing well ; it brings life and im- 
mortality to light, and (hews the way of life, and 
the path of peace. As foon as the beams of light 
dart into tlie finner*s heart, and the glory of God 
rifes upon him, this is the fun that fhall never go 
down, but make the path of the jufl: fhine more and 
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mwe, even to pcrfeft day : and the chHd of Irghr, 
however edipfed, however obfcurCj hid, or un- 
known in ' this worldj will at laft (hine forth as the 
ibn in the glory of his Father's kingdom for ever 
and ever, when he comes to enjoy the inheritance 
with the famts in light. This is the glory that cx- 
eelleth; the law had no glory in this refpcft, for 
it neither (hews, difcovers, nor gives> any of thefe 
thingSr 

Per 9 if thaf which was iane away tvas gloriousy mucb 
m$n thai which remainetb is glorious. Paul here? repeats 
bis ai2brlion> that the law is done aWaf.^-The old- 
covenant gives way to die news the will of precept 
gives way to the will of purpofe and of promife> 
which brings glory to Gcd in the highcft, on earth 
peate^ znA good- will towards men. The new co^ 
wiiant is* not according to the old-^it is not a kill- 
hig command, aixi a turfing fentenccj byt is at- 
tended with the Spirit of God, who writes his laws' 
of fa«h, truth, and liberty, in the finner*s mind; 
takes the ftony heart away, and gives an heart of 
fle/h ; pardons iniquity and remembers fins no more; 
cleanfes the finner from all his filrtiinefs and from 
all his rdols, and brings him to lothe himfelf under 
the foul-melting flames of everlafting love; And 
this miniftry Ihall ever remain, though the other is 
waxed old and vaniihed away becaufe of the weak- 
ncfs and unprofitablenefs of it i for it made nothing 
pcrfcft ; but the bringing iii of a better hope did, by 
which we draw nigh unto God ; for Chrift is not a 
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pneft after the kw of a carpal commandmcD^ nvfiSch 
mini&ir^ nothing, but MPiath and death to carnal men. 
For, though the kw be fpirit;ua]j becaufe it minifters 
f|>irkual and «terital death to the fpirits and ibuls of 
nien> yet it$ whole miniftriition U to^iifWineni 
for It is not made for the righteous, but for- the law* 
leis ^nd difobedient. But Chrift is a prieft after the 
power of an endlefs life^ viho lives in his office for 
ever, and has> by his one offerings perfe&ed for 
ever all thein ttv^t are /aOdiHed in the purpofe of 
God, and that he fliould give eterrud lifp to all the 
cj^ofenraoct: . . / .^ 

Seemg tbefi tbut we hn^e Jiuh hqptm-^iSosA, Chrift 
is formed in our l^arts the hope of glory— that wc 
are bro^^l tx> the God of hope^-^are happy par« 
takers of the Spirit, andvincrufted with the miniftry 
of the Spirit = of life and of righttoufnels, in which 
wc hope-*— ^ » 

JV-e ufs ^eat flmrm^s offpee^b^ We do not muz- 
zle the truth, nor cover the fbfce or blunt the. edge 
of it-^we do not Corrupt the word, nor fruftnlc 
the grace of God, by walking in craftinefs, aiird 
handlu^ the word of God deceitfully— We are not 
afraid that the truth of Gocl and his fovereign grace 
will lead ,pcpple,into liccntioufncfs— nofdo wc fhun 
tx> declare the- whole counfel of God, for fear of 
k>nng our good name and reputation. They caU 
me an heretic, and my doftrine berefy i bor^ after 
the way which they call hcrefy, fo worlhip 1 the 
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God 6f my fathers. . They charge me widi faytn^ 
^ Let us fin that grace may abound ;" whofe dam* 
nation is juft. They call my preaching fooliflmcfs; 
ixit it pleaie^ God to fare all that believe in it : and 
<all cny gofpel a lie ; but it is plain that the truth 
ef Gexl abounds through my lie unto his glory ; for 
bis word runs, his grace is communicated^ and God 
h gbriikd, in every foul that receives it White 
thefe my traducers do no good, communicate no 
power> nor win one foul to Chrift, they deceive 
diemfelves, and others too; and are nothing but 
ialfe apoftles, deceitful workers^ and minifters of 
Satan ^ whb^ereep into houfes> and lead capnve filly 
women, ktden with divei-s fins, ever learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Female followers fuit them bed— the weaker veflcl 
is the fooneft deceived. They are always in Iove> 
and cannot allure but only through the luft of the 
ficfli and' much wantonnefs. But we dare not com- 
parc>owfelves with thefe. We are not of the num- 
ber of preachers which men heap to themfelve^ 
^fho icratch itching ears and turn them fi^om the 
truth zo fables j nor a fct of vain janglers, who dc- 
"fire to be teachers of the law> knowing neither 
what they fay nor whereof they affirm : but we are 
minifters of God, not of men, nor by men, nor did 
we learn our. gofpel of men, nor were we taught it 
but by the revelation of Chrift. God revealed his 
Son in u*", that we ihould bear him ai^d preach him 
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ttmong the Gentiles j and we arc determined to know 
nothing among you lave Jelus Chrifl:> and him cru- 
cified } for he is the wildom of God, and the power 
of God. Knowing, therefore, of whom we learn- 
ed thefe things, and in whom we have believed; 
and feeing the fuccefs that attends !our labours, and 
how you are all partakers of our grace; and feeing 
how you Ihine as lights in the world, who have re- 
ceived the truth by us ; we have made full proof of 
die mintftry, and by a mantfeftadon of it have ap- 
pealed to your confciences in the fight of God, and 
have fcen the power and blefiTed efiefts of it upon 
you; and, therefore, without mincing the matter, 
and without fearing an ill name fi-om man, we ufe 
great plainnefs of fpeech: 

Jbid net as Mojes, wha put a vail over bis face^ 
that the children of IJrael could notftedfaftly look to the 
end of that which is obQlifhed^ 

In handling thefe words I will, 

1. Treat of the office of Mofes. 

2 . Of the glory of his face. 

3. Of the vail upon it. 

4. Of the end which Ifrael could not fee. 

5 (and laftly). Of the abolition of the law. 

Firft. Mofes was one of the children or Ifrael, 
of the dock of Abraham and tribe of Levi; a bro- 
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ther CO the reft of the tribes ; flefh of their, flelh, 

and bone of their bone $ and> as fuch^ was a type of 

that plant of renown, that Ifraclite indeed in whofc 

mouth was no guile, who was the brother born for 

adverfity'^made flefli of our fle(h, and bone of our 

bone. 

Secondly. He was raifcd up, appointed, comraif* 

fioncd, and fcnt, by God himfclf, to deliver the 
children of Ifrael from Pharaoh, that river dragon, 
and from their cruel tafk-mafters. He delivered 
their necks from the yoke of bondage, their fopls 
from the iron fiirnace, and* their fingers from the 
pots. In ajl which he was a figure of the better 
Deliverer, who delivers us from that old dragon the 
devil, from the tyranny of oppreffors and of reign- 
ing fins, the galling yoke of our tranfgreflions, the 
yc^e of legsd bondage, from the furnace of divine 
wtatb^ and our fingers from the potflierds of the 
earth. He executed judgment upon Egypt, ftewed- 
the goodncfs and feverity of God at the Red Sea, 
kd them through the wildernefs^ and never left 
them until he brought them in fight of the pro* 
mifed land. In all which he was a type of Chrift, 
but came fliort of him in every thing. Chrift came 
for judgment into this world, that tb2y who fee not 
might fee, and thofe that fee might be made blind. 
He executed vengeance on the Jewilh oafioQ, for 
their rejcdion of him and cruelty to his church. 
He ih A s his goodncfs. to all tbat obey hiroi afld his 
feverity to all that hate him; leads hk people 
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through the iviidernefi of this world, slnd brings 
them into the prorolfcd khd> which is very far o(f. 
Mofes had a miraculous rod, with 'which he fmotc 
the waters and turned them into blood, by which he 
divided the fca^ and under which Ifracl prevailed 

and Amalek was defeated : a faint emblem this of 

• 

the Saviour^s fccptre, with which he fmites the earth 
and flays the wicked; by the fway of which righ* 
teous (ceptre he doth in righteoufnefs judge and make 
war ; and by the fame rod of his ftrfength, fent out 
of Zion, he rules in the midft of Jerufelem ; and 
under which we are enabled to overcome the world, 
the flefli, and the deviL Moreover, 

Mofcs was invefted with the high ofEce of mcdn 
itor. He found grace in the fight of^the Lordi 
was indulged with accefs to him^ and communion 
with him } he was God's mouth to the people, and 
the people's mouth to God j and was allowed to 
Hand in the gap when the anger of the Almighty 
waxed hot againft the rebels.' In all which he re- 
prefented the better Mediator of the better covenant; 
who found grace in the eyes of the Lord for all his 
members ; who engaged his heart to draw near to 
God, and appears in his prefence for us ; by whom 
in thefc lafl days the Father hath fpoketi to us, and 
who in his interceffion fpeaks to God for us ; who, 
as our daysman, has laid his hand upon both, 
broken down the middle wall of partition, made 
peace by the blood of his Crofs, and flands in the 
gtp for ever, to receive gifts for men, yea for the 
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rebellious ^Ko, that the Lord God tpay dwell 

amongft thctn; Furthermore, 

Mofes was a prophet. He foretold a Mefliah to 
come, and that all the faints fhould be in his hand i 
that they fhould all fit down at his feet, and be taught 
of him i and the vengeance that fhould fall on the 
rejcftors of him. He pointed out the word of faith 
and imputed righteoufncfs by him, which is witnelf-- 
cd both by the law and the prophets ; fhewed the • 
vanity of all human righteoulhefs, and foretold the 
calamities of thofe that fhould lightly cfleem this 
Rock of falvation. In all which Chrifl is a prophet 
like unto him, who has foretold the falvation of the 
Gentiles and the refVoration of the Jews j the righ- 
teoufncfs, life, peace, reft, and happinefs, that all 
fhould enjoy who receive him ; and the deftru6lioa . 
of the Jewifh nation for rcjefting him ; the defbla- 
cion of all that are incenfed againft him, and the 
dreadful damnation of all that hear and dcfpife his 
cverlafting gofpel. ^gain, 

Mofes was king in Jefhurun, when the heads of 
die tribes were gathered together. And in this he 
was a figura of the King of righteoufnefs and King 
of peace, who is fct upon the holy hill of Zionj. 
and of whofe increafe, government, and kingdom, 
(here fhall be no end. This leads me to my fecond 
general head, which is to treat of 

The glory of Mofes* face. The Lord, having ap- 
peared on the mount in thick darknefs, and fpoken 
to them in the fecret place of thunder, and ordered 
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bounds to be fee aU round the mount, that none 
might break through to gaze, left the following ways 
open. One was hy having a name on the bread* 
plate of the high-pri^, who was to approach through 
the vail to the mercy-feat ; and the other was by 
Mofes as the mediator. Both thele now centre in 
one, who is the Mediator of the new covenant, the 
apoftle and high-prieft of our profeflion, and the 
only throne of grace, propitiation, and mercy-feat* 
There was a glory between the cherubims ; Urim 
and Thummim in the brcaft-plate of judgment ; 
and the glory of God on the face of Mofes. But 
now he that dwelt between the cherubims has flirred 
up bis flrength and come among us -, light and per- 
fedtion arc found in the Holy one ; and the glory of 
God is only to be fecn in the face of Jcfus. Here 
we are to look that we may be enlightened, for every 
good and perfcdt gift comes down from the Father of 
lights by and through Jefus Chrift. If our language 
be. Shew us the Father^ and Ufufficetb us i the anfwer 
is. Have I been Jo long with youy and 'baft thou not 
Jeen m^ Philip? To Jefus we muft look for the 
exprcfs image of his perfon, and the brightnefs of 
his glory i and here we ihal) fee him at once, for lb 
it is written ; God^ who caufed the light to ftme out 
of darknefsj hath ft^ined into our heart s^ to give us' 
the tight of the knowledge of the gkry of God in the 
face of Jefus Chrift. This is thA light of the Lord's 
countenance, which lay hid in Ifrael's bleffing; "fhe 
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Lord llefs thee, and keep thee ; the Lord l^ up thk 
Ugbt of bis countenance upon tbee, and be gracious unlo, 
tbeei and the Lord givi thee peace., — The liftii^ up 
the light of the .Lord's countenance brings favour 
sind life; and the light and love that are refleded by 
it (hew lis the conlecrated way through the vaila 
and fweetly attrad the foul to God» until the heart 
is fo inflamed^ and our nearnefs fo great> that be 
that huetb dwelletb in God, and God dwelletb in him : 
and here we look as through a mirror^ till we are 
^changed into tbe fame image, from glory to glory ^ 
And this was (hewed to the three witne(res on mount 
Tabor> when Mo(es the mediator, and Elijah tbe 
prophet, appeared in glory, both to refign their 
offices to the only prophet of his churchy and to the 
only mediator of the better teftament. At which 
time the Lord Jefus appeared in his proper luftre, 
and through the vail of his fle(h let his natural T^ys 
of infinite divinity, glory and majefty, (bine fordi : 
at which time Mo(es and Elijah re(igoed their of* 
fices ; and in the glorious vUion withdrew, and ap* 
peared no more— -to let the wicne(res (ee that tbe 
borrowed rays on Mofes' &ce are no where now to 
be (een but in the face of the Son of God^ who is the 
(buntam of glory, light, life, and love. 

Again, The light of glory on the face of Mofcs 
Was to (hew the origin of the law, to give a 
ftndion to it, and to put an honour on the office of 
Mofes; that the law was given by the God of 
glory, and was to be receiyed as fuch, being attend- 
ed 



; 



( 43 ) 

ed withihc glory of God on the free of the modi- 
ftcor of ic^ who brought it to them. But then all 
this was to lead the people to another Mediator^ to 
a brighter gloryj and to another dilpenfation, which 
was tQ be written on the flefhly tables of finners' 
hearts^ and to be attended with the glory of God 
hf the coming of the Holy Ghoft: the original of 
which is from God* the fountain of all grace -, and 
which brings life and immortality to light in the 
finner's ibul^ that the ever-blefled Mediator may be 
glorified ', for God will have the Son honoured even 
as himfelf is honoured by all that bdieve^ and will 
difplay tbe rubes of bis grace m glory by Jefus Cbrijl 
for this very end and purpofe, that all who are 
faved and ^orified may afcribe their &lvation equally 
to God and the Lamb for ever and even 

And> laftly^ This glory on the &ce of Mofes» in 
the ultimate end of its fignificadonj was to fhewj not 
only the glorious vifion of &ith in this militant ftatCj 
but the glorious views , of the Saviour in the worid 
to come ; when we (hall fee as we are feen^ and know 
as we are known i awake in his likeneis^ and be for 
evtt fadsfied therewith. — ^This is the myftery of 
Mofes* rays. I come now. 

Thirdly, To the vail upon bis face.— This vail 
Iheweth, that the law then given was a vmly or 
€ovemg9 over the covenant of grace, which God 
made with Abraham $ and that this covenant lay hid 
under it $ that Mofes himfelf, and his law on tables 
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of ftonCj were fwaddling bands over the law of fiiitht 
which ever was and ever will be written on the flefli- 
I7 ubles of the heart of God's ele£b when called by 
grace ; and this vail was a covering over the better 
Mediator, who flood behind ibis wall, and Jbewed 
bimfslf through this lattice \ and that the better cove- 
nant was hid under the law, and only here and there 
peeped out in an unconditional promife, here a little 
and there a litde, in fuch paflages as thefes '^ The 
Lord will circumcife thy heart, and the heart of thy 
feed, that thou mayeft love the Lord with all thine 
heart, that thou mayeft live/' ^' He fliall raife you 
up a prophet like unto mes him Ihall ye hear/* 
«' He is thy life, and the length of thy days/' •« He 
is the rock, and his work is perfeft.'' *^ Say not, 
who (hall afcend into Heaven, or defcend." '* That 
(fays Paul) is the word of faith that we preach/' 
^* The word is nigh thee," &c. " Shewing mercy 
unto thoufands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments/' *^ Pardoning iniquity, tran(gref- 
(ion, and fm; and will not clear the guilty" — that 
is, not with fadsfafbion by a furety. All thefe, with 
all the fhadows of the ceremomd law, were fo ma* 
ny branches of the everlafting gofpe I, which (hone 
through the vail of that dark difpenfation, and which 
Ifrael could not fee ; but took tlie law as their rule 
of righteoulhcfe, by which they thought to obtain 
eternal life, when it only promifed life in the land 
of Canaan, They fought righteoufnefs by the works 
of it, and never attained to ic ^ but (lumbled at the 
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Rock of ages. They called themfclvcs Mofcs* dil^ 
ctples, who accufcs thciti to the Father for rejefting 
die prophet he foretold (hould come; threatening 
them with deftruftion if they refufed to obey his 
voice : hence> being dead, he yet fpeaketh in his 
teftimony againft them ; but they clave to their ac- 
cufer, and curfed and killed the only Advocate, -who 
ibcwcd himiHf to their fathers behind the ikirt of 
Mofes, and whofe glorious gpfpel lay couched under 
his killing letter* This was the delufion of poor 
Paul; bi tlmugbt the. law was ordained to life-, buf^ 
when the commandment came^ be found it to be unto 
death. And thus tbeir table (of the law) became a pare "' 
lotto them, and that which jhould have been for their . 
cve^^^ (properly viewed) becemie a trap \ the way 
diat feemed right unto them became, in the end, 
the ways of death ; " for the way of God is above 
to the wife, that he may depart from hell beneath.'* . 
The wile and. learned (bribe, and the ielf-righteous 
pharifee, who thought themfelves, and no others, 
at the portals of heaven, were difplaced by the 
publicans and harlots; and they themfelves were 
left to add fin to fin, by not entering heaven them- 
felves, and by hindering others who were going; 
and thus became the deceivers of the fons of men, 
the murderers of the Son of God, and the awful 
heirs of the greater damnation. 

And the church of God at the prefent day fwarms 
with fuch as thcfe; who have no holincfs but a 
fheep*s Ikin, an outward fliew in the fiefli, a volun- 
tary 
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tMTf humility^ natural .meeknds^ and the art of 
Bloving the paflions of poor finners, in order to 
counterfeit the operations of tne Holy Ghoft. And 
(bus they who fit under them ^re deceived by the 
art of oratory, by having their ftelings aflS^fied^ 
their blood moved^ and their natural and corrupt aP 
le£Uons ftirred up— by an audible voice, a hoUow 
ipeechj whining heart, and crocodile tears; when fiidi 
are confctous to thcmfelves that they aie deftitute of 
grace, and in a ftate of enmity to God $ that they 
^m ^t nothing but a livelihood, and that the vork 
of the pulpit is the hanieft labour they grapple 
through. Being deftitute of the well of living vut^ 
ter, the whole of their matter is prefied fram their 
library, committed to a treacherous memory, and 
)>rought forth as empty hufks fiom the external 
furiace of die letter^ without any light into the 
fnatter, or life in the means, uoftuous experience 
of it> or ^th in it; it is the work of a blind watchr 
man, who fpeaks a vifion out of his own heart, and 
not out of the mouth of the Lord $ having feen 
nothing, and known nothing, but what he knows 
naturally. 

Secondly. This vail was to (hew the Ifheliocs 
that Chrift, the light of God's Ifracl, and the co*. 
eternal beam with God the Father, was then ffaining 
in the &ce of Mofes, to lead dieir minds to the fin?> 
ner's only and everlafting friend ; and that after that 
glory and that divine ray rhey fliould feek, however 
it might be vailed or wrapped up— whether by the 
3 law 
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law then givcn^ or the doud that went before tb« 
xamp^ or by the napkin diat was before Mo&V £icc^ 
or by the vail which parted the holy place from the 
iaQ&um fadftorum^ or by the lid of the ark ;' aU thefe 
being types pf the humanity of Chrift. « The way into 
the holy of holies is now confecrated through the vail 
of his flelh,'' and within that vail dtvtUs all tbefid^ 
mJs of the godhead bodily i and through which vail| 
on moiHit Tabor, in the fight of MQfe$> Elijah, 
Peter, James, and John, the jight flioa^ to the 
aftomlbtnent of every witnefs : which virx>n was to 
be published to the world after his refurreftion from 
the dead ; and for the which teftimony I have ob« 
Cuned the name of'* a liary a deceiver^ an ofUmmoH^ 
^} a dangerous matt, a dijiurber of the churches, afowef 
« of difcord, and a fmter of ng feBow-fervanisJ'''^ 
9ut my work is with my God; nor do I call ont 
preacher in five hundred my fellow-fervant in the 
kingdom and patience of Chrift, unlefs acquainted 
with the power of Chrift, in which his kbgdom 
ftand); with that r^teoufnei^ peace, and joy, of 
which it confiftsi and of the patience of Chrift, which 
is a grace of his, exercifed towards him, in his caufe, 
and in the defence of his truth. All other patience^ 
however tried or exercifed, is nothing but a being buf^ 
feted &r their &ults, and reproved for running unfent 
of God s for vitiatbg the minds of the people ag^dnft 
the truth, for mifleading the blind, and for corrupt^ 
ing the covenant of life and peace, which was with 
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Levi« However^ all who are real labourers in the 
Lord's vineyard — all that preach Chrift crucified in 
fincerity and truth — fuch preachers, and t>nly fuch, 
have my bed: wiflies and hearty prayers. But I 
have no call to found my own trumpet ; God will 
bring this forth at the great day, when every heart 
wiD be open, every defire known, and every real 
petition in faith fiilly anfwere^. 

Secondly. This vail was to lead Ifrael to the in- 
carnation of Chrift, or to the long predifled and 
promifed feed, in human nature (ks hath been al« 
ready hinted). Mofes, with this vail on his face, was 
to point them to the glorious mediator Chrift Jcfus, 
and to the fulneis of grace and tr^th that was to 
Ihine forth in him ; as they have recorded who faw 
his glory and (pake of hrm. And this was (hewn 
with a witnefs when they pierced his (ide on the crofs j 
at which inftant the vail of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom, as a proof that 
the ihadow was then vaniftied, and that At real fpb* 
ftance was then come ; that he who dwelt between 
the chcrubims was gone out through the vail j that 
he had quitted his ht>ly habitation, broke up houfc- 
keeping, and left his houie defolate; Chrift now 
becoming the true tabernacle which God pitched and 
not man, called by the prophet Ezekiel a fanftuary. 
<< And the heathen fhall know that I the Lord do 
fandify Ifrael, when my fandhiary (ball be in the 
midft of them for evermore," Into which all the 
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dc£t arc to be gathered, in the unity of the faith, 
as to- their Covenant Head and God of all grace 
and providence, who is to Ihelcer all fowls of every 
wing. 

But, thirdly. This vail was to convince Ilrael of 
their native guilt, enmity, and blindnefs of mind. 
Of their guilt— They could not fee the light. Of 
enmity — " They could not endure that which was 
fpokcn." Of blindnefs—" They could not fee 
to the end of that which is abolifhed/' Hence to 
this day, when the old teftament is read without the 
light of Chrift, the vail of the law is all that is feen ; 
and there is another vail upon their hearts, which is 
called " a covering caft over all nations/' The 
God of this world ftill blinds the minds of them 
which believe not, left the glorious light of the 
gofpel fhould fliine unto them, and they Ihould 
be faved. And which covering can only be deftroy- 
cd by the anointing, that is, by the eye falve, or 
unAion of the Holy Ghoft, who teacheth us ztl 
things, and is no lie $ and by turning the heart to 
the Lord Jefas : when this is done, ** the vail (hall 
be taken away " that is, when the heart of the 
(inner (hall be turned to the Lord s then he (hall fee 
Mofes' borrowed rays in Chrift Jefus ; the (crvant*s 
glory in the Son's face; yea, the glory of God in 
the face of Jefus, and the Ix^ fulfilled ztiA ejiahlifbtd 
by the everlajling gojpel. 

Fourthly, This vail was to fliew them that the 
way into heaven by a better Mediator was then hid, 

and 
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ttd not made manifeftt for the Holy Gho(l> by 
Molb and by this vail» by the tabcrtiacle and thd 
v^ of that« this iignified— that the way into the 
holieft of all was not made manifeft, while that 
worldly fanfluary, and the miniftry of it, were then 
ftanding. But now the law is magnified^ the better 
Mediator hath appeared^ the better covenant is re- 
Yealedj the way of Ufe caljb up^ the door of hope 
opened I and free» full, apd eti!mal> falvation by 
grace proclaimed to every felf4ofl^ fel£^condemned» 
and fclf-dcfpairing fianer^ whether Jew or Gentile. 

Fifthly. This vail was to fliew the fuperior pri- 
vileges of the children of Ifrael to all the reft of the 
world. They had a vail to look through^ but die 
Gentiles had nope ; the law encornpafled th^m as a 
partidon wall, (" For yoo only/' lays God, « have 
I known of all the &milies of the earth") while 
the poor Gentiles were in utter darknefs, left to 
dieir own ways, given up to a reprobate mind, 
^^ aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael, ftrangers 
from the covenant of promife, without God, and 
having no hope in the wdrld/' Which partition wall, 
vail of feparation, and obftrure covering, was to be 
removed when Chrift came and the Holy Ghoft was 
poured forth i then the holy waters of the fanChiary, 
Vrhich came under the threfhold, from the fountain 
of the Father's love, went forth, overftowtng all the 
banks of fcparadon, and ran into the fta of the 
Gentile world $ caufing all to live that toudied them, 
and r^fing up trees of righieoufne& on each fide of 
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die bahk$> bcfldi of Jews' and Geittiki i cmRt% 
Qamc inftra(n€nta}Iy> to beibr «iaf^ and others for 
medicine. This vail is now dotae away, and of iwaift 
Cbrift hath made one new man; there is one fold and 
one fhephcrd, *^ though Abraham be igMranl df u^i 
and Ifrael acknowledge us ntft/' 
' Sixchty. This vail pdmedijo thercm^s cl'dark^ 
nefs that woald reomia ih the beft of men ; thak 
ntnc wouM know, but in part, add prophefy tn 
pa#t ; that they would fee only throtgh a gla(s dark!4 
ly i and that mortality and her Ihrouds would be "A 
heavy veil upon the hearts of the brfghteft iatnti 
and ftrvants of the Lord> who would atf times gropij 
like the blind at noon day , but that the tim^ woukl 
cdtpc when this fackcldth> in which V9t how pro^ 
phefy> w<A])d b€ put oft; when m6rtalicy woa!d b^ 
iw^owed up of Bfe ; when he who* oinly hath immbr- 
tality wotild appear, and burff thevailofcorruptitfri 
and of the grave al4i>> an^ rai(e die keeping duft of 
the- faints to a date of immortality, glory, pow^r, and 
eternal fcKcity 1 — Thus much for the vail of Mofei i 
which leads me to the fourth general head, >«hich ij 
&> fhcw the end that Ifrael could not look to: * 

^bey could m fiidfafily loek to the end of that wbkh 
is abolifhid. — The end of which is the Lofd Jcffui 

•Ghrift, peribnated by Mofcs j who was to bt bdrri 

» 

of the chikifen of Iffalel, made tX a woman, thsXiA 
tinder, the law; and who, as the finner's furety, wast 
ta difcharg^ their infinite debts, i^d refiore that bo- 
99ur to the law ^bifh he took not away. And this H 
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publiihed by the Lord himlclf itt tKe proclamadoh 
of his ever bicfled and ever adorable name, '^ The 
iLord» the Lord God> gracious and merciful, flow 
to anger, abundant in goodnefs and truth, par^ 
doiw^g iniquity, tranfgreflions, and fin, and who 
will not clear the guilty t* or at all acquit the wicked^ 
f ' nor holfd him guiltless that takes his name in vain.'* 
All which was to fhcw the need of a^^/y, and the 
certainty of one; that God never could clear the 
guilty without facisfadioDj nor hold any guUtleis 
without an atonemenj:; nor ihew mercy to any, 
much lefs to thoufaiids, without a perfed obedience 
to the law which was then given. And this furety 
Mofes then perfonated, his high office lie then bore, 
of him he prophelkd, and of his righteouihefs he^ 
wimefled; who was to be lent into the world, 
and fhould be a prophet like unto Mofes, be dr- 
cumcifed, .and fo become a debtor, in the debtor's 
law-place, to keep the whole law, and thereby ful* 
fil all righteoufnefs i who, by holinefs, by love, and 
in life, never deviated from one titde of it ; but 
could appeal to God his Father for the perfeftion 
of his* obedience 5 " Father, I have finiQied the 
work which thou gavcft me to do \* I have obeyed 
thy law perfectly i have magnified it, and made it 
honourable s and now I come to thee, holy Father, 
by the facrlfice of myfelf, in which I will endure 
^e curfe, appeafe thy wrath, fadsfy juftice, make 
an atonement for fins; and fo, a^ a furcty, be 
numbered with the tranfgrefibrs, make my grave 

with 
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with the wicked and with the rich in my deaths and 
aiiie to an immortal life, as the firft fruits of all 
that flccp: by which I ihall dethrone Satan, dcftroy 
death, be the plague of the grave, and bring life 
and immortality to light in the foub of my purchafcd 
inheritance. 

It is needful to make a difference between the law 
if Gody which was given by Moles, and the law rf 
tnaby which came by J-efus Chrift. Mai. ii. 6. The 
Father fays be Jhall magnify the laWy which is the 
moral law; and then he was to publifh his own 
law, which is the law of faith, ^be ijles Jhall wait 
far bis law, which was to be fealed among his difci* 
pies. He kept his Father's commandments, and 
abode in his love -, and we are to keep Chrift's com- 
mandments, and abide in his love. Chrifl was a 

» 

fervant, whom the Father upheld; and, as fuch, 
obeyed the legal precepts; and the life-giving com- 
mandment is tnaJe known to us for obedience to the 
faitb. Rom. i. 5. 

The moral law is a chaflening rod in the Kand of 
God the Father, which he ufcs upon all the eleft 
children that he has given to Chrift, who are all of 
them tranfgreiTors of his law, being by nature under it, 
and children of wrath even as others; and guilty be- 
fore him : hence it is. If bis childrm forfake rny law, 
end walk not in my judgments ; if they hreak my Jla- 
tutes, andkefpnotmy commandments ^f^jhen will Ivifit 
their tranjgreffions with the rod, and their iniquities 

C with 



( 34 ) 

tvitb Jlripes. NevertheUJsy wj laving Idndntfs fviB T 
not make void from bim, nor Juffer my faithftdnejs to 
lie. I^f. Ixxxix. 30,31,32. All the cleft have 
broken this law — therefore God fends the com- 
mandment' home, and reveals his wrath in the Ibul 
till the (inner becomes dead, and left without dther 
hope or help ; the Father then leads the foul to 
Chrii^ in whom he has chofen him, where loving 
kindneis is to be had, and where faithfulneis is not 
to &iK 

Thus God cbajlens the finner upon his bed with 
pains^ and the multitude of his bones with firong pasm 
Jo that bis life abborreth bread, and bis foul dainty 
meat I bis flefh is confumed, that it cannot be feen\ 
and bis bones, that were not feen, ftick out. Tea^ bis 
Joul draweth near unto the grofve, and his life unto the 
dejlrpyers. If there be a mejfenger with him, an in-- 
terpreter, one among a thoujand, to fhew unto man his 
uprigbtnefsi then be is gracious unto him, and faith. 
Deliver him froth going down to the pit, I have found _ 
a ranfom. Job xxxiii. This is God the Father's 
teaching.— yf» interpreter is one that has pafled un- 
der it, underftands it, and can explain it to others; 
and thcfe are like Solomon's faithful men. One 
among a thoufand; he is to (hew the uprightnefs of 
God in correfting the finner for his folly, and then 
to point him to Chrift, the ranfom which God has 
provided, where he can be gracious unto him, and 
deliver him from going down into the pic. 

When 



i 



( 3S ) 

When Mofcs paflcd under this drfcipline " he ex- 

pcAcd nothing but deftruSion, till Chrift was exhi* 

bitcd to his faith, and God called him to the fellow- 

fliip of him.— Thou turned man to deftriOJicni and 

fayejly Returriy ye children of men. Pf. xc. 3. 

Thofe, who never knew any thing of this Jeverity 
if God, never righdy knew anything of his good^ 
ne/s. God gave Ifrael the law firft, and then order- 
ed a mercy.feat to be made.— He difciplined them 
widi blacknefs and darknefs, ftorm and tempeft, 
and fpokc to diem in the fecret place of thundery 
and after that pointed them to Chrift by a facrifice, 
and to the voice of mercy from off the mercy-feat 5 
and he does the fame no^—Like as I pleaded with 
your fathers in the wildemefs of the land of Egypt, fo 
wUl I pkad with you, faith the Lord God. And I 
will caufe you to pafs under the rod, and 1 will bring 
you into the bond of the covenant. Ezck. xx. 36,37. 
God's pleading againft the finner in the law, is to 
teach him the need of an advocate^ paffing under 
the rod, is feeling the terrors of the law; and going 
into the bond of the covenant, is the enjoyment of 
God's eternal love in Chrift Jefus, which neither 
life nor death fliall ever feparate us from. 

David, under this fcverc difcipline, funk into the 
horrible pit and into the miry clay; and would have 
funk into the bottomlefs pit to all eternity, if God 
had not led him to Chrift, which he calls the rock 
higher than I, where God put a new fong in his 
moudi, fixed his heart, and cftablifticd his goings. 
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The generality of converts in our days efcape all 
this teaching of the Father i they get married to the 
fecond hufband before the firft is dead ; they tell us 
they were drawn by love^ tbty dwell on bigb, their 
flace of dtfenu is the munitions of rocks ^ tbey fee the 
King in bis beauty^ and the land wbicb is very far off. 
Ifa. xxxiiL 169 17. But God fays, thine heart 
Jhall meditate terror, ifa. xxxiii. 1 8. Such con- 
verts begin in the Spirit, and end in the fle(h ; they 
are not God's blefled ones. For, Bleffed is the man 
v>bom thou cbafienetb, O Lord^ and teacbeft him out of 
thy law, that thou mayeji give him reft from the ditfs 
of adverfityf till the pit be digged up for the wicked. 
PHxciv. 12, 13. And why is the man blefled that is 
thus chaftencd widi terrors, and taught to know the 
terrible majefty of God and his own fin and con- 
demnadon out of the law ? becaufe, to fuch a weary 
and heavy laden finner, God gives his promifed reft 
by faith in Chrift Jefus till the pit be di^ed up for 
ihe wicked. Here he quits his yoke and his burden, 
and in Chrift finds reft, ^n eafier yoke, and a lighter 
burden. Under this teaching David had fainted, un- 
kfs faith had been wrought in hi$ heart f I bad f ma- 
ed^ unlefs I bad betieved. 

This chaftening of the Father is called our jv^dg- 
mtnt^^lVben we are cbajlened we are judged of the 
Lordy that we might not be condemned with the world. 
We are judged by the law, and condemned to death; 
then led to Chrift, to believe in him for righteouf- 
nefs; and fo pafs from death to life^ and never more 

come 
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mme intc ctmdemnaHon. And thus our judgment by 
die law drives us from \ty and from the wrath to 
comC) revealed in it, to embrace the refiige fet be- 
fore us, which is Chrift i where we find life for the 
dead, and righteoufnefs for the ungodly ; and thus, 
as David lays. Judgment Jhdl return unto rigbteouf- 
ntfs^ and aU the upright m heart Jhall follow it. Pf. 
vu vs. 

But it may be aiked — ^why does God appear fo 
terrible in his law ? Becaufe every (inner has broi|ken 
it| and is curied by it $ and becaufe God does not 
a(q)etf in Cbriit in this difpenfadon, but our of 
Chrift^and unreconciled, and (as Paul fays) a conjum^ 
ing fire : and he that drives the fatnt to this law^ 
drives him into die fire, where Chrift profits hini 
nothing, lie laWy in the hand of God, // our/chool^ 
mfter vntU Cbrifi is revealed; but, when faith in 
Um comes, we are no longer under the fchoobnajier. 
And to this agrees the Saviour ; Every one that hath 
learned of the PaSher cometh unto me, and him that 
eometh I will in no wife cafi out. And his Counfel to 
Ibch is, Abide in me^or the reafons above men* 
doned. 

Let U9 now lee what poor finners learn by this 
teacbiDg. Job karnt the need of a /urety. He 
knew God would not, could not, fiold him inno- 
cent, becaufe he poHefled the iniquities of his youth* 
He faid<jod had fcalcd up his tranlgrcflions in a 
bag; and that God was fo juft and wife, that in 
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judgment he could not anfwcr him one word in a 
tboufand ; and therefore begs him to put him in a 
Jurety^ and to lead him to his Jeat^ where he might 
be detiveredfar ever from bis judge. 

Davidj under this teaching, turned tis feet to 

Godls teJUmonies \ be made bajie^ and delayed not, to 

keep the commandments ; but found that no flelh could 

be juftified this way, and therefore prayed God not 

to enter bto judgment with him, in the great day, 

on the footing of the law : and entreated Chrift to 

be furcty for. his fervant for good. Here. David 

learned the extent of the killing commandment ; 

and, when he found Chrift, he found the end that 

the law ^med at,~/ bave feen an end of all perfect 

tion I hut thy commandment is exceeding broad. . And, 

being pardoned and juftified by faith in the Surety, 

and in his lighteoufnefs, and fo delivered from legal 

bondage, and upheld by a free fpirit, he pronounces 

the bleftcdnefs of fuch a man. — Ble/fed is be 

wbofe tranfgrejjions are forgiven^ and whofe Jin is eo^ 

vered: and bleffed is tbe man to v)bom the Lord im- 

futetb not iniquity, and in wbofe, Jpi^^ i^ ^ fftile* 

Thus the pfalmift learnt to fing both of mercy and 

of judgment ; and Paul learnt the terror of the 

luord. in the law, and his eternal love ii\ Chrift. 

Hence it appears that the moral law is /ouDd in the 

hand of God the Father : but the fcripture never 

fays it is in the hand of Chrift, as too many aflerts 

for I have already proved that it is no p^rt'of 

Chrift's fceptre, which comes, not from Sinai> but 

out 
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outofZIom But minifters^ and their converts, in 
our days, have found out quite; another way, and an 
eaficr method; of falvation; for this is, in their 
efteem, the rant of an Annnomian : however, I 
know it is God's way, and the good old way. 

Thus Chrift is the end of the law for righteouf- 
nels — the end ^hat the law looked to for a perfedt^ 
obedience ; the end which the Father looked unto 
to have it magnified ; the end that juftice looked to 
for facisfadtion ; and the end that every felfrcon- 
demned finner muft look to for righteoufnefs, if 
ever he be faved. Chrift has obeyed the law per- 
fe£tly> and by the obedience of that one Jbdll numy be 
made righteous. He has appeafed the wrath of God, 
and opened a way for his love to be 'Jbed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghoft given unto us s he gives 
us his holy Spirit to make us holy, and teaches us 
by his grace to love one another : by which four 
thii^ the righteoufnefs 'of the law is fulfiUed in us, 
who walk not after the fiefh but after the Spirit. And 
iSti\i%the law was our fchoolmajler until Chrift came 
to us 5 buty after he is come, we are no longer under 
a fchoolmafter, but are redeemed from the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held, that wefhouldferve 
in newnefs of the Spirit, and not in the oldnefs of the 
letter. Yea, we are divorced from the law as a bar- 
ren hufband, that can produce no fruit or fruitful* 
neft in us, that we (hould be married to another, 
even to him that is raifcd from the dead, (which 
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Mofes is not) that wc (hould bring forth fruit imt5 
God : aqd therefore are not adulterefles in the fight 
of God, though we quit the law of Mofes, and be 
married to another ; feeing that the firft hufband 
made us barren, and the fecond makes us fruitful--* 
who marries the widow, raifes up the name of the 
dead, upon the inheritance^ and does Co worthily in 
Ephratah^ and is fb &mous in Betfalehem-^who has 
raifed up an everlafting name, which (ball not be cut 
off«— who is fuch a father of the fatherleis, and fuch 
a hufband to (he widow, in his holy habitation, as 
to make them forset the Ihame of their barrenneft 
in the days of their youth, and remember the re- 
proach of their widowhood no Qiorei for He is 
our Maker who is our hufband ; tbe Lord ofbojls is 
bis namej tbe God of tbe ^boie eartbJbaU he be called. 
This is he who is eyes to the blind, and feet to the 
lame ; who plucks the fpoil out of the jaws of the 
oppreflbrs and makes the widow's heart to fing for 
joy. And, as he is the fulBUing end of the moral 
law, to which juflice looked for fatis&£):ionj, to which 
the law looked for honour i fo he is the end to which 
we mufl look for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan<5lificatio(i| 
and redemption, and for grace to perform every righ- 
teous aft, if ever wc would follow after righteoufo'efs, 
or be found in one that will fland us in any ftead in the 
great day t for we are all taught and led to look for 
tbe hope of righteoufnefs which is by feith. And thus 
this righteoufnefs appears to be the perfeft obedience 
pf Chrift to the law ; which God accepts, which is 
7 imputed 



( 4« ) 

imputed by God himielf to all that believe ; and 
therefore it is God that juftiBes. This obedience 
of Chrift is brought to us, and applied by the Spirit 
of our God, and therefore we are faid to htjufii* 
fid in the name rf the Lord Jifus^ and by the Spirit of 
our God. It is received and put on by &ith ; there«> 
fore we are fiiiii to be juji^d by faith : and the foul 
that has got it makes an honeft confeflion of his lofl 
eftate, and of the free, juftifying grace of God to 
him ; on which account he is faid to he jufiified in 
hisfi^gs, and clear when be is Judged. And this 
righteoufnefs juftifies him before Godj for, ifj&ra-' 
ham Hfiere jufilfid by xvorlks, he bath whereof to glory, 
but not before God: and this righteoufnefs, or jufti-* 
fication, before God is attended with fincerity of 
heart, a huofible walk, a tender confcience, and an 
hoae& lile-^iu which fenfe, (and before men) by 
porks a man is jujlified, and not by faith only; as 
Abraham was by bffering up his fbn, which was done 
after the juftificarion of his perfon -, as Rahab was by 
receiving the fpies in peace, and fending them out 
another way; and as every righteous man is, by letting 
his light of knowledge fhine before men, and by let- 
ting others fee his good works, his works of faithj 
his labours of love, and his patience of hope, in 
ihe Lotd Jefus Chrifl. And I think treating the 
iiibjeA in this manner is doing the work, of an evan-> 
gelifl, and making full ^proof of the miniilry : it is 
fighting the gbod fight of faithj ^ving a certain 
IbuQd by the goipel trumpet, &nd running the ChriP 
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tian race with certainty ; without yea and nay, with- 
out, *^ i-o here " and " Lo there,*' without vain 
jangling, without beadng the air, without pro and 
con, without a mixture of Hebrew and Afhdod, 
withput daubing with untempered mortar, without 
buikhng again that which I deftroyed, without be- 
ginning in the fleih and ending in the Spirit, and 
without ifs and buts and " I truft," &c. — which 
kave all at an uncertainty ; when the efTeft of righ- 
tqoufnefs in our ddys is to be peace and affurance 
for ever, and quietnefs and confidence is to be our 
ftrength. 

I come 'now, in the laft place, to treat of the 
abolition of the law i which will probably p-ocure 
'^sAJtcurt me all the malice and envy thap devils 
can infijie or men ferment, and perhaps as tnMy 
vilifying letters, and pence for poftage, as I h^ve 
hairs upon my head:— but my good name ,is gone 
without any open fcandal, and thofe that have watch- 
ed for my halting are not as yet come to their ban* 
quet i they have cpined a phrafe of jtheir own, have 
made me an offender for not acknowledging that 
word, and have lain in wait for me when reproving 
in the gate. They that have combined againft me, 
in defence of the law, have called themfelves an 
iVOttgeUcd a/fociation \ others, in the pofleffion of two 
wives, have publicly reproached me as an antimmiim 
for feyen years together, and contended/ for the law 
as their only rule i forgetting the feventh command- 
inent> which forbids, adultery^ and the criterion of a 

bilhop, 



( 43 ) 
bifliop, which is to be the bujband of cne wifi; 
odicrs, who have traduced me worfe than a devil, 
have blamed me for a iaJ fpirit -, others, in lan- 
guage too bad for Billinglgate, call upon me for 
charity — thefe can fee a mote through a beam of 
timber ; and fome, who have fhut me out of their 
pulpits, have contended for a rule that tells them^^ 
dif as they would be done hy ; and thus I have tea 
thoufand inllrudors, but not one earthly &ther» 

Some tell us that all the angels in heaven are under 
the moral law, forgetting that God's voice in the law 
is to the fins ofmen^ not to angels ; and that the law 
of angek is not the will of precept, which is the will 
of the mailer to the earthly fervant ; for angels (as 
well as gbfpel minifters) are evangelical^ and not iond,^ 
fervants ; are ele&ed and confirmed in their (landing 
inChrift Jefuss have the fame rule as God's loos 
have; and, according to Chrift's words, it is the good 
will of the Father, and not the will of the flave'4 
mailer^ which is the rule of angels — *' Our Father, 
which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven.*' Hence it appears to be the good will of 
the Father's purpofe, . who elefted them in Chrift 
Jefus, which is the law of the eled angels, called 
the will of God done in heaven by angels, who are 
confirmed in Chrift; of whom Mofes never was 
the head, nor the lawgiver — but Chrift, who is 
the head of all principalities and powers; and into 
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whofe glorious goi|>el the angels defire to loo^c^ atid 
t9 wbom^ ^^ W^ — ^^^ ^^^ principalities mdptnxh- 
ers hi beavifily places — is known, iy the cburcb, (not 
by the law>) the manifold wifdom of God. 

I know Mojes hath in every city them that preach 
him I who cry up the fervant in order to^3uilt them- 
Iblves, that they may have ibme room for boaftingi 
But God tells us that Mofes his fervant is dead^ and 
1ihat the haughty (hall be humbled, and the Lord of 
Hofts oody fhall be exalted in go(pd days. And it 
is well known that a minijier if the letter can do no- 
thing> nor cut any figMre^ but. in the letter of ifae; 
hyf 'y.fer^ as a thorn goetb ftp imp the handrfa dnmk^ 
ard^ /f is q fiOrabk in the month of fools i for be is & 
gfUled ii> his confcience while he is about i^ that he 
appears only, as a brier and a tborn^ who lis oigh un« 
tf> curfing in tha e)^s of every experienced foul that 
keara him i and| like. Abraham's cam in the diicket» 
tie can never get out. of the enisaoglemeot either 
with truth. 9r honour, becaufe he is nothing but an 
impoftor ; and bodi God and conlcience rebuke ham 
fof taking. the covenant in his mouth. 

Som^ tdl us that '* if the law is done away to die 
believer^ the believer can never die, death being 
die ientence of the law.'^ In one ienfe this is true^ 
for he that kelievesJbaU never <&• But I think they 
have forgotten that Chrijl to this end died, r^ again, 
and revived— that he might he the Lord both oftha 
dead and of the Imng ; and that no faint liveth \ to 
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himfclf^ or dieth to himlelf ; butj whether he live 
or die, he is the Lord's. Death, as the fentence 
of the law, is a penal evil ; but death in Chrift 
is a new covenant gift, jill things are yours, whether 
life er death. To the finner it is a curled end, to 
the believer a blefled one — the firnier, being an huu^ 
dred years old, Jhall be accurfedi but bUJfed are the 
dead that die in the Lord. Death, armed with guilt 
and the curfe of the law, is the king of terrors \ but, 
diiarmed of its fting, a Jhadow. Death to the (in- 
ner is the beginning ofjudgmenty but to the believer 
the end of his Jaifh. Job longed for it, Jacob 
waited for it, and Simeon prayed for it; and no 
wonder, for precious in the fight of the Lard is the 
death of his faints. Befides, Chrift is the grand ex- 
ample, pattern, and forerunner, and the firfl;&uits» 
of them that flept { and it is needful that his follow- 
ers (hould follow their Head, and be conformable 
unto his death. He was the firft to whom the path 
of life was fhcwn : for, though the widow's fon, 
by Elijah ; another, by Eliflia ; Lazarus, and many 
more, by Chrift ; were raifed from the dead j yet it 
was only to a mortal life-^they died again ; and 
though Enoch and Elijah went to heaven without 
tailing death, yet they never went from the tomb ; 
Chrift was the firft that ever trod the way to an im- 
mortal life from the grave — ^ou haft made known 
to me the way of life,, &c. Furthermore, believers 
are to be planted together in the likenefs of Chrift* s 
deaths and in the likenefs of his refurreSlion. If one died 
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for all^ thenv)en xdl dead when be died, and mtb fny 
dead hedyjbdlthey arife. Ihftead of believers never 
dying, it is plain they die twice^ and Ibme have 
died daily. Their firft deadi is by the application, 
of the law's fentence, when the law comes widi 
power, when fin revives and the finner dies ; and 
their firfl refurreAion is under the operation of the 
Spirit of God :— and there ' is a dybg again. But 
we fliould make a didin&ion between dying in 
£uth, and dying in fin ; between dying in the flefli^ 
and in the Lord \ between the flefh refting in hope, 
and perifhing in its own corruption ; and between 
^^ling afleep in Jefus, and going down to the grave 
with a lie in the right hand. 

Others tell us, that ^< the law is the legal cove<>> 
nant of grace ;" which is as full of fenfe, and as 
pregnant with meaning, as to talk of black/now^ or 
wbite charcoal I for it amounts to this — that God's 
free grace is the juft wages of the finner's dead 
works j which wages, or reward, if it be of graccy 
is no more of works ; but, if of works, then it is 
no more of grace : one muft give way to make 
room for the other i either works mufl be no more 
works, or grace muft be no more gr4^e. But we 
know that God gave it to Jbrabam^ and bis feed^ by 
fnmife. 

Others, who are more learned, tell us that what 
is faid in this chapter to be done away and abolijhed 
is the glory of Mofcs' face: but this glory was 
done away long before Cbrift came. We do not 
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read of his face (hlning^ bujc only at the giving of 
thelaw^ or while God abode upon the mounts for 
we can hardly t^ink that Mofes walked for eight 
and thirty years with a napkin on his face : and, 
could this be proved^ we know that the rays of his 
fiicc mufl: be done away at death. The face of 
Mofes had been buried in the country of Moab 
many hundred years before Chrift came in thc^efh ; 
nor can we fuppofe that the Redeemer's errand into 
this world was only to wipe off the rays froqi the face 
of Mofes. This is not the end fpoken of in my 
text, to which the children of Ifrael could not fi:ed« 
faftly look. Chrift is not called the end, of Mojes^ 
face^ but the end of the law-, the magnify ing, the 
honour giving, the perfc£^ly obeying, the punflally 
fulfilling^ the doing away, and the abolilhing exd of 
the moral law for rigbteoufnefs to every one that be^ 
tieveti^^znd to none elfe ; for fuch, and only fuch, 
are juftified. freely from aU things : and, if they arc 
not juftificd from the galling yoke of the moral 
precept, which is " Do, and live j'* (which pre- 
cept never was altered by Chrift, nor (hall be;) if 
they are (till under the law as. their rule of life, they 
are under the curfc i -for a precept without a fen* 
tence is no law ; therefore, if this is the cafe, they 
are not juftified from all things, nor from the .worft 
thing, nor from any thing ^ for there is no (eparat- 
ing the precept of the law from the fentence: 
Chrift never did this, and I know he' never will. 
He came not to divide the law, nor to alter the 
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law ; there is not a hint of this in all the bible. He 
fulfilled every precept of it in behalf of his own elefti 
which obedience God accepted^ and to every bc« 
liever he iitiputes it : but to the reprobate the law 
is fttU^ in the hand of God the Father^ what it 
ever was— a covenant of works. God reckons 
the reward of liich to be of debt. It is a dreadful 
rod iirthe hand of Godj even to his own children^ 
when he lays it on ; and this Paul found when his 
lin revived and he died : and he would have died 
for ever if Chrift had not appeared ; but it pieced 
God to rtwd bisfm in him. And^ if it is a dreadfiil 
rod in the Father's hand to the eleftj . what muft it 
be in the hand of an angry God to the (inner ? Why 
it is a fiery law dill ; and that they (hall find who 
fet themfelves againft him and his anointed. Lgt us 
break their bonds afunder^ and cafi their cords from us. 
He that fttteth in ibe heavens Jhall laugh, he JbaU 
have them in derifion ; then JbaU be /peak unto them 
in his wrath y and vex them in bis Jore dij^qfure : 
yet have I fet my King upon my holy hill. Thus you 
fee that God takes all thofe into his hand who rejeft 
his anointedj and in all the wrath of the law he (UIl 
ipeaks to them, and vexes them in his fore difplea* 
Cure ; yea, all that make a match with Chrift, be- 
fore their firft huiband be dead, God takes into his 
hands; every plant that he hath hot planted he 
plucks up i and every branch in Chrift that bears 
not fruit — all barren branches, apoftates, and hypo* 
critcs— he takes away from Chrift, who is the fin- 
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ntr*s only rcfoge and hiding place— ind fach faH 
under all die ftorms of. his wrath ; ancl m the law; 
not in Chrift> God a[ppears to thcm^ and in th^ 
law he is a confuming fire ; and a terrible thing it 
is to be taken from the living vine and only rcfuge> 
aixl then to &U into the hands of the living God* 
Such wretches fee not a,GOd in Chrift, but a con-* 
filming fire and a flighted Saviour. Hente'the aw« 
fill ciry, ESJi us /rem tbt face of him that ftttetb 0t 
the tbnmcy and from the wratb of the Lamb. Thc/i 
who talk of the "believer's being under the moral 
law in the hand of Chrift^ talk nonfenfe; the moral 
law is in the hand of an angry God to every finncr# 
Hence the Father's counfel to his children, ^um to 
the Jirong bold^ ye prifmers of hope i and Chrift's 
advice is, jihide in me^ for thofe that turn from me 
to their* crooked ways, my Father will lead theni 
fbrtb with the workers of iniquity j and diofe that 
depart from the way of underfianding fhall refnain in 
the congregation of the dead; and, if you go over to 
the law, either for righteoulhefs or perfeftion, I Ihall 
profit you nothing; therefore abide in me, for he 
that abides in me, and I in him, brings forth much 
fruit, and wy Father purges if^ that it may bring 
forth more fruit.^—Thok riiat are making their boaft 
of the law, and bringing the believer under it as 
his rule, little think what they are doing ; they have 
no experience of thefe things, nor has God revealed 
thele to them, nor have they the Spirit to lead 
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tbem, and therefore know not what they.fay nor 
whereof they affirm. And I know icveral, who 
have been for years labouring at the law— -not law« 
folly, but againft the gofpcl — who .by their counte- 
nances (hew what hands they are fallen into ^ they 
feel fomething of it, but do not underftand ir, and 
therefore call it temptation, the* workings of unbe- 
lief^ and the trial of faith i but the truth is, it is 
the bondage of the law, the wrath of God, and the 
fearfulncfs of hypocrites j for, as many as are of the 
works of the law are under the curfe. Paul, in his 
explanation of this myftery in this chapter, doth not 
palm the glory upon Moles, but upon the law. 
The glory, wKich appeared upon the face of Moles, 
was to give a fanflion to the law ; and it was a mi* 
racle of the lawgiver to confirm the law to. Ifrael, 
that it was of God, divine, and authentic. Paid 
takes the glory from the face of Moles, and puts it 
upon the tables of (lone i but if the miniflration of 
death written and engraven upon fiones was glmous 
(v. 7) ; for if the mimftration of condemnation be 
iory (v. 9). The law, which in the fevcnth veric 
is faid to he glorious, is in the ninth verfc emphati- 
cally faid to be glory: but that which was made 
glorious had no glory in ibis refpe^, becauie it made 
nothing perfed, and becaufe of the glory that ex- 
celletby which is the bring'mg in of a belter hope ; 
for, if that which is done away was gioriousy much 
more that which remainetb is glorious. Hence it is 
plain that the glorious miniflration of death en* 
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graven on ftones — the glory called the miniftr^tfon 
of condemnation — b excelled, done away, and abo- 
lilhed, by the goipel. And, although in the la(t 
claufe of the fevcnth verfe it is written which glory 
iV0s to be done ^mvay, that word glory is not in the 
original text, nor^ has it any bufinefs there i for Paul 
is not oppofing the glory of the goipel to the glory 
on Mofeb' face, for thcfe glories in the myftery are 
one m Chrift ; but to the moral law he oppofeth 
thegofpel; and tells us that the one is done away 
and abolifhed, that the other which excels may re« 
main. And certainly it is (haken, waxed old, de« 
cayed, and vanifhed away ; that the. kingdom which 
we have received may (land by itfclfi and^ which 
ihall never be Ihaken. The law and the prophets 
were until John j Jince that time the kingdom of God 
is preached J a^d many are pr effing into it. 

Not long (ince, at a friend's houfe, I got hold of 
the Bifhops' bible ; wherein it is twice declared, in 
the chapter out of which my text is taken, that the 
law is abolijhed. In the fame houfe I law a learned 
commentator on the bible, who dropped many 
pretty things on this chapter, but ikipped entirely 
OFCr the ^ords done^ away and abolijhedi to efcape, 
as I fuppofe, the name of an Antinomian. But 
many are my godfathers and godmothers who have^ 
given me this name s and therefore, as I have no 
good name to lofe, I (hall, with Paul, ufe gre^t 
boldnefs and ,plainne(s of fpeech, and endeavour to 
ibew mine opinion. 
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Some time ago, I borrowed the comments of the 
learned Dr. GHK I found he was ftrenuous for the 
hw as the famt*s rule ; and in the following extraA 
he makes fome very learned and nice diftiniftions : 
** What is ceremonial, or purely relative to the 
Jewsj whiUl in their civil polity in the land of Ca« 
fiaanj is done away i but, as to what is purdy mo* 
ralj is, as to the matter of it, ftill obtiging. Dif- 
tingutfli between the law as a covenant of works, 
and as a rule of walk and converfation ; as a cove* . 
nant of works it b done away, as a rule of walk 
and converfation it ftill continues. Diftinguift be- 
tween perfons and perfons. To th^m that arc re- 
deemed from it, it is done away. To them that are 
under it, it remains. And, laftly, diftinguifti between 
a right and wrong ufe of it," Sec. &c. 

God knows I have no learning but what he has 
taught me ; and I muft confefs that I do not un- 
derhand all thefe diftindions, nor do I find them 
fupported by fcriptpre proof; neverthekfs, I (hall 
not prefume to contradift fo great, fa able,, and fo 
learned a man. I (hall do as the apoftle Peter bids . 
me ; that is, nmijter as of tbi ability that God pvttb^ 
that God in all things may if glorified sbrcugb Jffus 
Cbrift, Nor do I believe that the moral law is 
any part of the rod of Chrift's ftrength which came 
out of Zion, and by which he rules his faints in the 
midft of Jerufalem : if it is, David had 00 call to 
pray fo earneftly for the coming of it^ feeing it had 
been already in the world fome hundreds of years. , 
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Some fay that '^ the law is in the hand of Chrift/^ 
and that ** wc arc under the law to Chrift j" for the 
fupport of which thia text is generally brought in> 
ieing not witbont Uw to God, but under the law to 
Cbrijl. I Cor. \%. iu But where the text Hands 
that tells us the law is in the liand of Chrifti I know 
not; for I believe die moral law is a rod in the 
hand of God the Father> as will appear in this piece, 
and no pairt of the fceptre of the Mediator by which 
he rules his faints. Dr. Gilli In his comment upon 
the above text, fupports the notion of the law as a 
rule — ** their being not without law to God, or 
(he law of God, the moral law \ for, though he was 
delivered from the curfe and condemnation of the 
law, and as a covenant of worlcs, and the miniftry 
of it by Mofcs, yet not from the matter of it, and 
obedience to it as a rule of walk and converfation.'* 
And Upon the fame text the Do6lor fays, *^ but as 
one that was under the law to Chrift, or under the 
law ^Chrifti that is, the law of love." 

It is true the believer is not without law to God^ 
nor Can he be, becaufe God promifes to make a 
ngw covenant with him, not according to the old-^ 
\ti which covenant forgivenefs of fins is promifed, a 
new heart, and a new fpirit alfo : and this new co* 
venant is to be written in the heart and put in the 
, mind. — Now what is this new covenant that prb- 
mifes all thefc things ? The fcripture fays it is the 
covenant of grace, and of promife. And what is 
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promifed ? Forgivencfs of fins. How docs par- 
don come ? By faith i he that believes receives the 
fofgivenefs of fms through the blood of Chrift. 
And how con^ics this new heart ? By the regene- 
rating operation of the Spirit. And docs God mi- 
iiiftcr the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of taith ? By the hearing of faith. And 
what laws are thefe that arc to be written in their 
hearts, and put in their minds ? What Ifaiah fpeaks 
of when he fays, Tb the law and to the tefiimonyy 
if they Jpeak not according to this word^ there is m 
light in them. — What is this law and this teltimony I 
Not the moral law ; for we are fure that thofe whc^ 
are under diat have the vail dill on their heart, and 
never will have any light in them till their heart is 
turned to Chrift. The above teftimony b the gof- 
pel of Chrift, and the above law is the law of &ithj 
which the prophet calls the word, which word is the 
word of life. All which the prophet himfelf ex- 
plains. He tells us that Chrift (hall be for a fane- 
tuary to them that fear him, but a ftone ofJiumbUng 
and a rock of offence to both the houfes of Ifrael\ and 
that many among them fhaU ftumbUy and faUy and 
he broken y and befnared^ and be taken* But, though 
this would be the cafe with fome, yet not with aU| 
for, faitd the prophet, bind up the tejlimorryy feal thf 
lawy among my difciples. Now what is this teftimony ? 
It is truth, which came ly Jefus Chrift^ which Chrift 
teftified, and is his teftimony; which truth is to 
make us ft^t. But what is this bond that binds die 
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te(6mony ? PauJ» fays it is recelvuig the triab in 
tU kive of it, which love calls out fear and makes 
us free indeed^ And what is -the above law fcaled 
among the difciplcs ? Paul fays the l^iw of faith-* 
tie dayymi believed you werejealed with the holy Spirit 
pf promife. Thefc are th^e laws that God promifcs 
jco write in his people's heartSj and to put in their 
piinds. One law God calls the law of trush^ which 
he himfelf explains .jto be the covenant of life and 
peace : and the other )aw^ which Js fealedj is called 
the l0W <f faith I by whi/ch dje jqft Ihall live, and 
which excludes all Boafting. And of fuch God fays^ 
J will bi tbiir God^ andtbeyfhaUbemyfeopk. 

Now what does Paul call a man with whom this 
mw covenant is made, who has received his pardon^ 
who is blefled with a n^w heart and a new fpiritj 
and in whofe h^eart and mind thef& laws are written ? 
He calls them the manifeft epiflU of Cbrifti miniftered 
by usy written not with inky b^t with tb^ Spirit of 
the living Godi npt in tables of flone, but in thefUfhly 
tables of the heart* And which miniftration of the 
gofpcl, written on the fleflily tables of the heart by 
the Spirit, Paul oppofes no the moral law through- 
put thi^ whole chapter from whence niy te^t is 
taken* 

* Now, as the Spirit writes thefe laws on the be- 
liever's heart, it will be neceffary to inquire where 
this Spirit and his laws are. Paul fays they are all 
in Chrift. God's word and his Spirit are never to 
depart from Chrifl: and his feed s and therefore in . 
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Chrift we rtuft look for them, for the law tf 
the Spirii of Life in Gbrift Jtfus hath made mi free 
from the law of Jin and death. Here is the law of 
feith and of truth, called the Spirit's law j which 
by Ifaiah is called Chrift's law — 9lfe ifies fhallvmi 
fcr his law j but by Ezekiel they are called God's 
laws — / will write my laws in (heir hearts. All 
which arc plain enough. They arc God's laws, 
being his good will of purpofc and promifc in a co- 
venant of grace in Chrift Jcfus to us. It is Chrift's 
law, becaufe grace and truth^ came by him i and is 
ciJled the law of the Spirit^ becaufe he writes them 
on the flcihly tables of our hearts* Now what did 
this law of the Spirit of life in Cbrijl Jejus do for 
Paul ? Why he lays it made him free from the law 
of fin and death. What is the law of fin ? The 
I4W in our members* And what is the law of death } 
The moral law on tables of (lone. And Paul was 
made free from both; from the guilt, from the 
reigning and deftroying power of the kw of fin, 
and from the commanding and damning pow^rof 
the moral law. And this is being made free indeed j 
not free to fin, but in the above fenfc free from vu 
All this is done in us by the Spirit — Now the Lord 
is that Spiri:^ and where the Spirit of the Lord is there 
is liberty. * Stand fajiy therefore^ in the liberty where* 
with Chrift has made you free^ and be not again en^ 
tangled with the yoke of bcndage. Which moral law 
genders to bondage, and worketh wrath* 
Now can we fay that a man, in whom God has 
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written thcfe laws, and in whom he has done all diele 
chingSj is an Antinomian ? Surely he is not wUbeui 
hw to Gody but under this law to Chriji r or, as Doc* 
tor Gill lays, '* under the law of Chrift, which is 
die law of love/' And fo it is, for we are to bear 
Mcb other' J burdens, and Jo fulfil the law of Chriji % 
for it Was love ^onftrained Chrift to bear the burden 
of us all. — Greater love hath no man than this, that 
ke U^ down bis life for his friends. Under this law of 
love; call it grace, faich, truth, and liberty, or what* 
ever you pleafe— *-thefe are all in Chrift ; and the be* 
Kever in Chrift is under thefe, and under nO other; 
nor did God ever by his Spirit write any other lawa 
than thefe on the minds and hearts of his faints, who 
ftand faft and complete in Chrift, fince the world 
began ; and I am fure he never will ; for fervice in 
the oldnefs of the letter,^ and legal works, are both 
rejedled. — *The obediekce (f faith , and fervice in the 
pewnefs of the Spirit, is what God will have : and hi 
that in thefe things Jerves Chrift is accepted of God^ 
jmd approved of men ; and as many as walk accorekng 
to this rule, mercy on tbem, and peace upon the Ifrael 
of God. 

The new covenant revealed to us is Sometimes in 
fcripturc calkd laixfs^ in the plural — I will write my 
Jaws, &c; and fometimes in the lingular number 
law — ^be ifles Jhall wait for his law. Let this be 
obfervcd, that the law of truth (MaL ii. 6), which 
is called the covenant of life and peace (vcrfc 5), in- 
cludes the whole of the everlafting goipel^ with all 
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, die grace of God held forth and promlfed doerein y 
which grace and truth cannc by Jefus Chrift ; and, 
bccaufc the Spirit applies faith to the finner*s heart 
by hearing of it, it is called /A^ law of faith \ and, 
hecaufe love is proniifed and applied by it, it is 
jQalled the law of love; and» as love by the Spirit 
cafts out fear and torment, and enlightens the eyes 
and enlarges the heart, it is called a looking into the 
f&feS law of liberty \ and, bccaufc the Spirit conaes 
to us and quickens us by this miniftration, and no 
other, it is called the lofio of the Spirit of life. This 
accounts for the plural and fingular number of the 
word law being alternately ui^d in fcripture. 

Hence I conclude that the believer, who is 
in Chrift, is not under the moral law, and that 
the moral law is a rpd in the hand of God, and 
a fchoolmsifter, by which the Father teaches and cor- 
xa&s the finner, that he may know his dreadful ftate, 
and then leads him from the law to Chrift, where 
(alyation tnay be h^d \ which is called paffing from 
deatK to life. So that ^t may fafcly cpnclude the 
ipor^ law is no part of the rod of Chrift 's ftrength| 
by wh^ he rules his faints. 

ypa, aqSd even Poflor Gill hinifel^ notwith- 
(l^ing a)l his diftjndions (fo plofe doth Paul 
prefs hjpi) when commenpng upon my text, he is 
obliged to fpeak as follows : *' Now this vail upon 
Mofes's fape had a my ft cry in it ; it was an emblem 
of the gofpel being vailed under the law, and of the 
darknefs and obfcuriry of th^ law in the bufmefs of 
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life and falvatbn ; and aKa of the future btindneft 
pf the Jews, when the glory of the golpel ihoul4 
break (orxh ia the times of Chrift and his apoftles; 
and which was fuch, tbat the children of^ Ifrael^ the 
Jews, as in the times of Mofes, fo in the times of 
Chrift and his apoftles, could not fted&ftly look to ^ 
nor upon the face of Mofes, whofe face was vailed ; 
not th^t they might not look, but becaufe they 
could not bear to look upon him ; but they could 
pot look to the end of that which is aboUJhed — that 
is, to Ghrift, who is the end of the law, which is 
abrogated by him : to him they could not look, nor 
could thty fee him to be the fulfilling end of the 
law for righteoufnefs -, which, being fulfilled, is done 
avoay by himJ*' And, in his comment on the lytl^ 
verfe, fpeaking of liberty, he fays* " A liberty fjoni 
the bondage znd Jervitude of it — 4 liberty from the 
law's rig^ous exaHions, curfe, and conden^MtionJ* 
Which Peter calls gn unbearable yoke ; and which 
yoke differs much from that of a dear Redeemer^ 
whofe yoke is eajy and whofe burden is light. la 
thefe quotations the^Dodor has faid as much as I 
ever did, only we differ in words. I fay, we are; 
not under th^ lawy nor under the commanding power of 
it. — And the Doftor fays, we are delivered from the 
fervice of it ; and from its rigorous exailions, curfe and 
condemnation. Thus far the Doftor fpeaks plainly. 
But how the moral law can be abrogated^ done away^ 
and abolijhedi in one fcnfe, and the faints be under it 
(^ their rule of life in another, I know not s Chr jft 
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never came to alter the law, nor divide it. And 
bow the whole mofaical diipenfation can be removed^ 
as the Do&or in another place confefics, and yet 
reauun to the believer \ and how it can be abrogated 
by Chrift, ^nd we under it in the hand of Chrift-^ 
are myfterious things to me> and want fcripture 
proof; for it is no part of the Saviour's rod by 
which he rules his faints, as I have already proved. 
However, I believe the difference between the Doc* 
tor and myfelf, on this point, confifts more in learn- 
ii^ and in words than in heart and judgment* ( 
pmcced again. 

Paul, wridng to the Coloflians, (ays. And you 
teing dead in your Jim and thi unduumcifion of ycur 
jUfi>^ bafb be quickened together with bim, having f&r^ 
pvenyou all trefphjjes^ blotting out the hand writing ^ 
ordinances that was againft us, which was contrary tei 
ftSf and took it out of the w^y nailing it to his crofs. 
Now to whom was the apoftle wriring? _To the 
Coloflians, who are here called the uncircumciHon ; 
for the gofpel of the uncircumcifion was committed 
to Paul. Then what was the hand writing, or deit 
iooky that (lood againd thefe uncircumcifed ones ? 
|f you fcy it was the ceremonial law; I reply, that 
was never given to them j but, if you add, that the 
judaizing teachers were bringing them under their 
ceremonies and facrificcs ; I anfwer, that the Jews 
held it unlawful to offer facrifiCes any where but in 
their own land 5 in their Babylonilh captivity, and 
in their prefcnt difpcrfion, they were, and ftill are, 

without 
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vifboMi OH efbqd^ mibout ufacryice^ and vitbout a 
terapbim. If it be urged that the Gcnciks uled 
(acriBces as well as the Jews, and therefore were 
under the ceremonial law ; it may be aafweivd^, God 
never gave that law to them^ and, as he did no^ 
they cannot be iaid to be under it— nay, the)? are 
laid lo/aar^e to devils ^ md not to God. It remains, 
therefore, that this book debt, or band writini, is. 
the works of tbe moral law written uptm tbeir bearfj, 
their thoughts and tbeir ccnjcience accufing or exoifing 
one amtber. And whoever has (ek a womded Jfirif^ 
or a guilty confcience, knows by fid experience 
what a refUefs creditor, wretched hand writings and 
dreadful debt book, that is ; and that it may well be 
laid to be agamft us^ and contrary to us-: but, blefled 
be God, Chrift took it out of the way, and nailed it 
to his crois. This fame law upon tables of ftone 
was the debt book, or hand writing, againfl: the 
Jews, and not the ceremonial law ; Far 1 /pake not 
untoyottr fathers^ nor commanded them in tbe day tbat 
I brought* them out of the land of Egypt ^ concerning 
burnt offerings or facrifices ; but this thing commanded 
I them, faying. Obey my voice, and I will be your God^ 
Jer. vii. a a, 23. The debt that God exaSed of 
them was perfeft obedience to the moral law, which 
is here called his voice i and which law Paul calls a 
voice of words. The debt book of the Jews, there- 'f 

fore, is the moral law on tables of ftone i and that 
of the Gentiles is the fame, which ftiews the work 
of the law written in th?ir hearts ; and by this law 

both 
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both Jews and GentilcSs yd, the whole worldj are 
become guilty before God : and this hand writing is 
againft usj becaufe it works death and wrath in us» 
and curies us ; becaufe it is always finding fault with 
US| but affords no help to us ; and therefore the 
Surety difcharged the debt> and blotted out the hand 
writing, took it out of the way, and nailed it to his 
crols. And I am fure that no pardoned finneo or 
real believer^ will ever wi(h to pull one ndl out of 
it ', but rejoice, as I do, to fee it where it is. If ic 
be objeftcd that the ceremonial law was the Jews' 
debt book ; I anfwer^ the ceremonial law was a re-^ 
fugc for the tranfgreflbr of the moral law to fly to, 
where the finner's tranfgreflioa of the moral law 
iverc confcfTed over the head of the viftim, and the 
.brute died in the finner's (lead ; which was theif 
gofpel, and pointed out the Surety, and how the 
debt book was to be cancelled by him. Further^ 
more, Paul co\iplcs himfelf with thefe Gentile 
debtors, and as one who had been under the fame 
hand writing 5 Hotting out, fays he, tbe band writing 
again^ us, and which was contra^ to us. It re^nains, 
therefore, that this hand writing againft both Jews 
and Gentiles was the moral law, for the other the 
Gcintiles never had. Again, 

For be is our peace, who bath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
US', having abolijhed in bis flejh thb enmity", even 
tbe law of commandments contained in ordinances, for 
to make in himfelf of twain one new man, Jo mak ng 

peace; 
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pence i md that he might reconcile both mt9 God at 
une body by the crofs^ having Jlain the enmity therehy^ 
EphefJi. 14^ 15^ i6. To the Jews were given 
the glory, the covenants^ the ftrvice of God, and 
the promifess which diilinguiflied them jfi-om all 
other people. Tou only^ faith God, have 1 known of 
all the families of the earth. This Paul caUs the 
mddk wail offortition between us, which was broken 
down by Chrift when he ordered his gofpel to be 
{)reached to every creature. He abolijhed in hisfiejb 
the enmtyy even the law of commandments. Should 
any objed that the law h.ere abolijhed is the ceremoy 
nial law J then I a(k, What comfort could that 
afford to the Ephefians, who were never under it? 
and I would further alk fuch an otyeflor (if he 
knows by experience any thing of the terrors of the 
Lord), What enmity the ceremonial law worked in 
him when he was firft awakened; or whether it 
ivas /i&tf/. law which pon4ipmned him 3 or whether 
he fell to work. upon all the Jewifh cerennoniea as 
foon as his confcience troubled him, in order to 
work out a righteoufpefs ? I.. trow not; I take it 
for granted that he found matters as I did-^that 
it was the moral law which brought him in guilty ' 
.before God.; yea, every precept of it ; and to that 
he went to work, in order to appeafc an angry God 
and pacify his own conference j he went to keeping 
the fabbath, to making conceflion to his offended 
neighbour, to giving alms, to failing, to trying to 
}ove God and to keep the whole Ikw^in order, to 

counter- 
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coanterbalanccj or rub ofl^ the long (core whkh 
by the law was brought in againft hioi— and all in 
Tain. The commandment comes^ and fin revives : 
the law works wraths and fin takes occafion by it ; 
it thre^ens with death and damnadon, and aH 
manner of concupifcence is ftirred up. This is 
called the enmily. The |)recepts of this law Chrift 
perfeftly obeyed in his life, and our tranfgreflions 
of it he bore in his own body on the tree. The 
wradi and curfc of it he endured alfb^ heing made a 
tur/efor us ; and by his d^ath he abolifhed it, and 
thereby flew the enmity. His obedience is our 
rig^teoufhefs, which juftifies us from the gaHing 
yoke of the precept ; his death is our ranfem, whieh 
juftifies us from all the future demands of vlndiAive 
juftice. Hence we are faid to be made righteous 
by the obedience of one, and to be juftified by his 
blood. 

Who bath /aved its, 'and caUed us v)iib an befy 
callings not according to our works, but according to 
bis furpqfe and grace, which was given us in Cbrifi 
Jefus before the world began i but is now made mani- 
feji by the appearing of our Lord and Saviour J^us 
Chrift, who hath abolifhed death, and hath brought l^ 
and immortality to light through the goJpeL a Tim. i. 
7. 10. 

Chrift hath abolifhed fpiritual death from the ii>- 
fenfible finner's foul by quickening him ; he hath 
abolifhed the fting of death from the confcience by 
his own blood j he hath aboUfbed eternal death by 
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dying the jujl for the unjuft ; he hath ahoUJhed tbt 
fniniftration of death on tables of ftonc by flaying the 
enmity, taking it out of the way, and nailing it to 
hi& crofi ; and hath deftroyed him that bad the power 
<f death y that is the devil, by calling' him out of every 
believcr*s heart, and fpoiling his works. But now 
let us fee to whom this law is abolifhed; 

It is not aboliihed from the hat^d of juftiCe with 

relpeft to the reprobate.— A^' /word fhall be bathed 

» 

in heaven, and come down upon Idumea, and on the peo^ 
fkofmf curfe to judgment. 

2dly, It will not be aboliihed, in the lentence of 
it, &pm the mouth of the Judge of quick and dead : 
he will bring in every foul that is under it a tranf- 
grellbr by the precepts of it, and will pafs the awful 
fentence of it — Go, ye curfed. 

jdly. It is not aboliihed to any one that works 
for life and righteoufnefs under it — to him that 
worketb the reward is reckoned of debt \ the debt book 
ftands open againft him. 

4thly, It is not aboliihed to the eled themfelves, 
while they are in the ruins of the fall — luch differ 
nothing from lervancs, though lords of all, but are 
under this fchoolmafter and governor (Gal. iv. 1,2), 
and arc by nature children of wrath, even as others, 
being under the law, which reveals and works wrath* 
In lbort> every foul is under it that is out of Chrift. 
I come now to defcribe the perfons with refpeftto 
whom this law is aboliihed ; and in doing this I 
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fliall contend for no liberty but the glmm UUrty vf 
the children of God. 

And he is a pardoned^ juftiBed finner, who is 
joined to the Lord, and one fpirit with him ; who 
itands by faith, and ftaxKls faft and complete, m 
Chrift Jefus his covenant head. Paul fays it is we 
.that have fuch hope, we who have received the 
Spirit of the Lord, and are made free by him, for 
where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty-^not to 
fin J but liberty from the bondage of the law, the 
wrath of God, the guilt of fin, and the dread of 
damnation. To us> fays Paul, it is aboltihed> who 
have our hearts turned to the Lord, and whofe vail 
is taken away— We, who, beholding as in a gUifs the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image, 
from glory to glory — We> who know whom we ham 
beUeved-^V^ty who have fled frmn the wrath to comcy 
and for refuge to lay hold of the bopefet hrfore us^-^WCy 
who have found the law of the Spirit if life in Cbrijt 
Jefus making us free from the law of fm rnddeath--^ 
We, who do not make void the law through fdtby. 
but eftabli/h it, by aflcrting that the righteoiefnefs of 
the law is fuelled in tbofe who have received the Holy 
Ghofly the love of God, and the gift of right eottfnefs ; 
who walk not after theflefhl but after the Spirit — Wc,. 
who hold the law of truth, faith, love, and liberty, to 
God, and who are under the law of faith and the co- 
venant of grace to Chrift. — It is we who fee the law 
done away, the enmity flain, the hand wridug nailed 
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to the crofs, and abolifhcd; ftanding faft in Chrift, 
who is the bcViever*s ftrong ittHy fortrefsy and bi^ 
tiruoerj his hiding pla€i^ his nfuge from the fterm of 
wrath) and the Jhadow of a great rock to the foul 
Weary of the yoke of precept and his own fins. 

This is the ckft of the rocky Hcvtfecret place of the 
Moftjiighy and the munitions of rocks ^ where we {o 
lofc the vail as^ to J^e the king in his beauty ^ and the 
bmd a very far off. Hence it is plain that the real 
beHever is in Chrift, as the Lord fays. Believe that I 
am inybUy and you in me: and thofe that are in him 
enjoy him^ and (land fad in him, fee the law abo- 
lilhed and done away, and feel nothing of the 
commanding, binding, terrifying, nor condemning, 
power of the lawj for in Chrift Jefus the law of the 
Spirit makes them free, ^ and they are free indeed. 
The obedience which the law called for, and the 
fatis&dion that juftice exafted of us, are now both 
in the heart' of Chrift ; and thus in the heart of 
Chrift is the law magnified— Ti&y law is within nry 
heart. And in the heart of eternal love the believer 
feels his happy deliverance and glorious liberty-— 
But, if he ftands not faft in his liberty, if he is not 
aware of the leaven of the Pharifces and of the Sad- 
ducees, if he ftiffers legal preachers to bring him 
into bondage, or if he fins againft Chrift, he will find 
that the la\y will again entangle fuch a fbolifli Gala- 
tian, and he may pray, . as David did. Re/lore me to 
joy, and uphold me with thy free Jpirit. This legal 
bwidage, communicated by legal preachers, I know 

E a by 



( 68 ) 

b7 fad experience ; but I take care now never to 
go nigh them> for fear of infedtion. None but thofe 
^ho are favingiy in Chrid can either feC) fed^ or 
enjoy, this myftery. All others, if they attempt to 
handle it^ only darken couniel, and do mifchief by 
it i for, as they have no inward teftimony, expe- 
rience, or enjoyment, of it, no unftion can attend 
what they fay. They have^ not the Spirit's teach- 
ing to direct diem, nor a mouth and wifdom given 
them, and therefore they cannot appeal to the expe- 
rience of the juft, nor properly guard what they fay 
againft the contempt of fools, and the craft of mali* 
cious critics. I had rather hear fuch thunder the 
law than meddle with the deep things of God. Yea, 
God tells them not to take his covenant in their 
mouth, becaufe they arc yet in their fins, and truth 
has no place but in their heads, and they have no- 
thing to depend upon but a treacherous memory i 
which God often baffles, which Satan ofcen plunders, 
and which oftentimes refufes to give back, one half 
of what is committed to it. 

Furthermore, he who is not in the liberty of the 
gofpel never knew, nor can he know, experimen- 
tally, thefe things of the law, nor the bondage and 
terrors of it. Chrift's commifTion is to preach deU^ 
verance to captives, to open the prifon do&rs to tbem 
that are bound, and to Jet at Ui^erty them that are 
bruifed. He, who never felt himfclf a captive, who 
was never fcnfibly bound nor bruifcd, knows nothing 
of this abolition of the law, nor does he feel the 
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need of It 5 he knows neither the wrath of the law, 
nor the love of the gofpcl : none (hall enjoy the 
latter who never felt the former. Now in all this I 
have iaid no more than the fcriptures do, which 
tcftify that to the believer the law is done away, 
that Chrift is the fulfilling end of it for righteouf- 
nefs to all that believe, and by him it is abolifhed 
to every believer. 

If it be objefted that this leads to Hcentioufnefe, 
I fhall anfwer, in the wholefomc words of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, Make the tree good, and the fruit will 
be goodi for a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruity 
nor can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. He 
-that abides in me, and I in him, bringeth forth much 
fruit ; and my heavenly Father pur get h fuch, that they 
may bring forth more fruit : but he that abideth not 
in pte is cajl forth as a branch, and is withered i for 
without me you can do nothing. Therefore let the 
believer walk in the Spirit, and he fhall not fulfil 
the luft of the flefh ; for fin (hall not have domi- 
nion over him who is under grace, becaufe he is 
not under the law. If this be Anrinomianifm, I 
have no objeflion to the name, but hope to die in 
this neft. 

But fome may reply, ** Do you make void the 
law through faith ?" No ; Paul fays that preach- 
ing faith eftablifties the law, and that nothing clfe 
will or can do it. — It eftablilhes the rightcoufnefsof 
the law, which is fulfilled in every believer, though 
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not by him. — It eftabliihes the law in the han^ of 
the Father to his own eled, as a rod of corre£tion 
and a fchoolmafter } and, in the hand of juftice> to 
all the wicked ; and as a killing commandment to 
all the reprobate and bond children. Thofe who 
preadi the law in any other way are but vain jan-t 
glers> and eftablifli nothing ; for they know not whai 
they Jay y nor whereof they affirm \ and the ignorance 
of fools is fin, and therefore cannot be called the 
eftabli(hment of the law. And bringing the believer 
fix>m Chrift to the law, as his rule of life, where 
Chrift proBts him nothing, is called deftroying the 
path ofthe juft, fruftrating the grace of God, cauf- 
ing the righteous to err, fubverting their fouls, and 
preaching arrant lies, for God has given man no 
fuch commiffion or commandment \ wherefore fuch 
preaching can never be called e(labli(hing the law. 

Paul tells U3 that the law is dead, the cnmitjp 
flain, and the debt book nailed to the cro(s, by the 
death of Chrift, that being dead wherein we were 
beld^ that we Jhould ferve in the newnefs qf the Spirit^ 
and not in the oldnefs of the letter. Some may reply, 
" if this be the cafe, that the law is dead^ how 
came it to kill Paul, as it is written^ when the com- 
mandment came, Jin revived and I died ?" It is a hard 
matter to anfwer logicians, who are fo wile and 
nervous ; and yet this doftrine might be learned by 
fedng a murderer take his triaL -The law brings 
WXi in guilty of death, and yet becomes dead to 

himi 
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him i for it gives no life, nor will it let him enjoy 
even that natural life which he hath-; and yet ic kills 
hini» for it will never let bin) ^o cill it brings him 
to the gallows. So God's law is dead to the finner; 
for it gives him no Ufe,, and yet kills him by work- 
ing death in him by itfelf^ which is good i and it 
will bind him oyer both to judgq;ient and pujoifli^ 
mcnt, for the Jiing of death is Jin, and the firthgth of 
fif. is the law \ but thanks ie to God which giveth us 
the viSory. 

Some, who are more wife a^ learned* tell us 
that they (hall take the fpirit of the law to heaven 
with them-^at is (I fuppofe) when they go there 
who are of the works of the law, and under the cur/e 
of it', when thole who are of the law are heirs* and 
faith is made void* and the promife of God made of 
none cScSt. All thefe things muft be done before 
fuch fouls, with the fpirit of the law^ can get to 
heaven. Belides* the bond woman and her children 
are defolate* without a father and without a huiband. 
faith the Lord of Hofts.— She is not my wife* nor 
am I her hufband. And furely none but the queoi, 
die bride* the Lamb's wife* (hall enter into the 
King's palace.' Not only the bond woman and her 
tsLtaily are excluded* who cleave to the law, but 
hypocrites in profeflion, who cleave ^to Chrift* and 
lay claim to him before they are delivered from the 
law ; even thefe fooliih virgins are Ihut out of the 
marriage chamber. 
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It is to be feared that thefe men do not undem 
Hand what the fcripturcs mean by the Jpirit of the 
law^ By it they never mean the Holy Ghoft. 
This I know by fed experience, for the Holy Spirit 
is not promifcd in the law, nor does he come from 
the law, nor by the law. — Godminifters not the Spi- 
rit iy th€ works of the law, but by the bearing of 
faith. If the Spirit comes this way, then they are 
minifters of the Spirit which Paul calls minifters of 
the letter ; and thofe that arc of the works of the 
law, and under the curfc of it, muft be the happieft 
TOen; whilft thofe who are redeemed and delivered 
from it muft be of all men the mofi miferable. As 
the law is not made for a righteous man, but for thi 
hwlefs and difobedienty whatever the law works or 
minifters, it muft be to them that are under the 
law. Paul fays, God minifters not the Spirit by it; 
for the miniftry of the Spirit is oppofed to the mi- 
niftry of the letter on tables of fton6. The law 
gives no life, nor righteoufhefe. — Had there been a 
law given that could have given life^ verily righteouf^ 
nefsfhould have come by the law. But the Spirit that 
giveth life is oppofed to the miniftracion of death, 
and the miniftrarion of righteoufnefs oppofed to the 
mlniftration of condemnanon, throughout this whole 
chapter. Jerufalem, which rejeded Ghrift and his 
gofpel, is faid to be in bondage with her children. 
But this bondage • cannot be the Holy Ghoft> for 
where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty, not 

bondage s 



( 73 ) 

ix>nd:^e; and the mother of the faints, as well as 

themfelvcs, arc faid to be free. — We are not children 

of the bond woman, but of the free. It remains then 

that the fpirit of the law is bondage i it genders to 

bondage ; it is the chain of a bond flave, called the 

(piric of bondage to fear, fervile fear; afearoftem^ 

poral and fpiritual death, and therefore the law is called 

the miniftratio^i of death and condemnation. AU 

.which is neither more nor iefs than the wrs^h of God 

revealed in it againftali unrightcoufnefs of mei).— 

Ti&tf law worketb wrath. This is the fpirit of the law. 

John calls it fear and torment ; but there is nothing 

of this in the fpirit of loyc-^tbere is no fear in lave^ 

for ferfe£l love cafteth out fear. Cain, Eiau, Juda% 

with every dcfjperate finncr that has been given up 

to a fearful looking for of judgment, have btcn 

filled with this fpirit of bondage, till the Ions of the 

bond woman have lain at the top df every ftreet, 

like a wild bull in a nety full of the fury of the Lord 

and the rebuke of our God. But this fpirit in them 

is never called an carnelt of heaven, but an evident 

token of perdition When the killing commandment 

came home to David, attended with an awful fenfe 

of the wrath of God, he calls the fenfence of the 

Jaw the fnares of death, and the wrath of God the 

pains of hell j and, when bondage, fear, the for- 

rows of death, the curfe of the law, and the wrath 

of God, got hold of the Saviour, he was fo forely 

amazed as to fweat blood, and never calls this fpirit 

of bondage to fear the joy that was fet before him, 

but 
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but hell ttTclC— fi&^ wils ml luifDe my Joid in hdl^ 
&c« Paul knew^ what the miniftration of death and 
nrraih.vras; and blefibd Chrift, who had delivered 
, himfroai {o great a deaths and iaved him from 
the wrath to come. Paul, and his companions^ 
had felt the fpirit of the law, and their deliverance 
£*om it. God haih not given, us the Jpirit of fear i 
hut of p9W€r^ of kvi^ and of a found mind And 
Fa.ul ilood fall in this liberty wherewith Chrift had 
made him free, and was not entangled with the yoke 
.of bondage a fecond time, having felt it feverely 
beibre % for we hufoe not received tbej^rit wf bondage 
jagMH to fear y but the fpirit ef-adoftien^ whereby we 
jnji ^bbujt Father. This is the Comforter that is 
to abide with the faints for ever ; who (hall quicken 
our morul bodies in the great day, fafliion them 
like the glorious body of Chrift, and fill them with 
all his fulnefs. for ever. The law is a fiery law i 
and, whenever the fpirit of bondage to lear, and 
the wrath of God revealed therein, comes. to be 
|)0ured forth upon carnal profcflbrs, they will feel 
the eSbfls of it as fuch. ^be fimiers in Zion are 
if^aidi fearfulnefs bath furprifed the bypoaites j who 
among us fhaU dwell with everlqfting burnings ? They 
ihall find that the wrath of God revealed in the law 
b a fire kindled in bis anger ^ and fhdtl burn to the 
loweft bell. So that, inftead of the fpirit of bond- ' 
age going with thefe profelTors to* heaven, it Ihall 
only ierve to bind them ' hand and foot when they 
are caft into utter darknefs. The ftrengtb of fin is 
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the law ; and they that now mock (hall find their 
bands ftrong$ for fear, death, torment, wrath, and 
damnation, is the fpirit of the law, and all that thp 
law works in men, or minifters to men -, and, as it 
is mt made for thi rigBuousy but for the Umlejs and. 
fifoledientj it will go with the wicked, and work all 
its contents in their ibuls in hell to all eternity i 
juid this they know who are in that dreadful place* 
Ttiey know what bondage is, by being hound i what 
the miniftry of death is^ by being in xht/econd death i 
what the minifby of condemnation is, by being 
damned s and what the law that worketh wrath is, 
by being in the dreadful furnace of it* Thus the 
lawlefs and difobedient, with their violated law and 
broken covenant, with all its dreadful contents^ 
iball go to hell together. For there is not one 
thing which the law works in men, or which it mi- 
niilers to men— neither bondage, death, wrath, con* 
demnation, nor damnation (and it works nothing 
elie) — I fay, not one of all the(e "things (ball ever 
be found among the (aints in heaven. But graqe 
gnd trudi, which make us ixtc^ and the church, 
which is the pillar and ground of the truth, (hall en- 
ter heaven, with their Uw of truth in their hearts.— 
Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in. And thus grace (hall 
be difplayed in glory, truth letded in heaven, mercy 
iball be built up for ever, ai)d faithfulneis be efta- 
bliihed for eyerniorct 
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And, although Ibmc tell us that '' they never ex- 
peft to be delivered from a law which commands 
them to love God with all their heart," yet I know 
that, jf they are not redeemed from the law, and 
in every fmfe delivered from it, and not under it, 
but under grace, they never fhall love God in this 
world, nor in the next. If a man love God, it muft 
te bccaufe God firft loved him : for the carnal mind 
is enmity agoing God^ and never can by nature be 
fubjeft to the law, which commands love ; nor does 
God love a Tinner in the law, for the love of God is 
in Chrift Jefus. He that is not delivered from the 
law is in bondage to fear, and hath torment ^ and 
nothing but the love of God in Chrift can ever deli- 
ver him from it, or caft it out ; and he that hath 
not this (barity is an injirument mlhout life^ under 
the mniftry of deaths' by which he cannot live ; and, 
as the law workcth wrath, by the law he cannot 
love. 

Ignorant, bold, prefumptuous men may wanton, 
trifle, and fport, with thcfe deep, momentous, and 
important things of God, in order to raife a (bout 
from fools, to harden gracelcfs profcflTors, and to 
embolden daring hypocrites to lampoon the fer- 
vants of God, and to ridicule and vilify the gofpcl 
of a dear Redeemers which I think is finning againft 
the Holy Ghoft, or doing defpitc to the Spirit. 
But, as the Lord liveth, it will be found to be bit- 
tprneis in the endi and this fome feci already; 

though. 
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chou^, being blinded by the old vaU> diey know 
not whence their boridage comes, whereas in truth 
it comes from that law for which they fo ftrenuouOy 
contend, and from an angry God, for flighting his 
dear Son ; for he will fpeak in his wrath to all, and 
wx them in his fore difplcafure, who fct themfclves 
agaioft his Anointed; nor (hall any enjoy his bleilmg 
who put not their truft in his King on Zion's hill. 
God's rejeftion of the Jews is to this day an awful 
proof of chis truth* 

They muft be born again that enter God's 
kingdom ; and a real fpiritual birth terminates in 
the enjoyment of love, which cafts out fear and 
torment; for be that lovetb is born of God, and 
knowetb God ; but be tbat lovetb not knowetb not God^ 
for God is love. If bond fcrvants, under a fpirit of 
bondage, go in all their fetters to heaven, the Fa^ 
ther's promife of the Spirit is of little value ; the 
Saviour's death, to procure the Spirit, no bleiling j 
and redempdon and falvauon from the bondage of 
the law muft be one of the greatcft evils. 

I have pulhed this point a little home, becaufe it 
feenis to go into the very bowels of Arminianifra, 
and of gracclcfs profcflbrs, who difcover fuch en- 
mity to the grace of God. However, this I know 
by bleflcd experience, that the perfcdt obedience 
which the law required is now in the heart of our 
Surety — the fatisfadlion that juftice required is now 
in a dear Redeemer — the promifes of God are yea 
and amen in Chrift— all the fulnefs of the Spirit is 

in 
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in him ; sill the fiilnefs of grace^ and all the treafures 
of wifdom and knowledge — in him the law of die 
Spine of life makes us free, and in him the believer 
IS complete. Therefore^ O believeri abide in htn^ 
and let neither Satan, minifters of Satan, jufticcj nx 
Mofes, ever catch thee out of the deft of the Rock, 
left, like one of okl, thou get enungled again, and 
pray to be reftored to the joys of Cbriil's falvation, 
and again to be upheld by his free Sprit; for tie 
works of fail b and labours of love are a fcrvice that is 
perfed freedom. This thoufands confefs with th^ir 
snouth, and this thoufands have felt in their hearc 

But, without giving any more attention to the 
croaking of fr(^s, or fpending my arguments on dogs 
that bark at the moon. 

One would be ready to wonder where this almoft 
univerially received notion, of the law being the be- 
liever's rule of life, could colnc from, feeing the be- 
liever (and no other) is faid to be redeemed from the 
law, delivered fi*om it, and not under it, but under 
grace— why it fhould be called his rule, when the 
fcripture fays that the law is not made for a righteous 
many but for the laiwlefs and difobedient. If the law is 
made for the lawlels (all of whom" are out of ChriCt, 
under the law, and under the curfe of it), one would 
have thought that they were the only men to whom 
the law is a rule of life, feeing Chrift always fent the 
legalift to it with a What is vfritten in the law — Inm 
readefi thou ? But always told the believer to abide 
inhiffl. 

I think 
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I think the firft that enforced and praftiied thk 
doftrine was Cain. Cain and Abel were brethren. 
They both came at one time to bring their oflfertngs 
to God. One was a keeper of flieep, and the other 
a tiller of the ground j and their offerings were ac- 
cording to their occupations. One brought the firft 
iiiiits pf the ground, and the other the flrftling of his 
flock. And we may warrantably conclude that die 
one was a lamb — a type of him that was a Lamb 
flain from the foundation of the world. The other 
brought a fheaf of the hanreft, which the fcriptures 
alk>w^ to be a type of Jefus, the firft fruits of them 
that^fiept. Now^befe two worfhippers prefigured 
the puUican and the pharifee in the gofpel. The/ 
had but twtf foundations to build on, or but twi> 
footings to go upon : the one was the law broken by' 
Adam ; the other the promifed woman's feed, held 
forth in the firft volume of the book, who was to 
bruifc the fcrpent's head. Abel, who had been in* 
formed by his parents how a divine perfon had ftrip- 
ped them of their fig-leaved drefs, and clothed them 
with the flwins of the faci rfices, and made this prf>- 
mife to them, believed the report of his parents, 
(like Jacob, the figure of him) and therefore took 
his lamb, in the %ith of the fame pardon and co- 
verings and thus he plowed in hope, and, looking ta 
the throne of grace and the cherubims placed in 
Eden's gate, he, in faith of the promrfed feed, offered 
his Iamb, looking to him that was promifed to bruife 
the ferpent's head : and, as the ferpent was to bruife 

Chrift's 
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. Chrift's heel by death, he judged diat Satan woold^xf 
dcftroyed ; and, by the obedience of the promifed 
leed, he ezpeded all clcanling and covering, as well 
as his father. The Spirit, which wrought faith in 
Abel, taught hrm where to look; for his work is, 
and ever was, to teftify of Chiift. In this f^th he 
approached, and offered his lamb or kid. This was 
Abel's rule of life and worlbip; and to Akil and /# 
bis offiring God bad rejpc5t. 

Cain, he comes with the fhcaf of his firft fruits^ 
trufting in the law, which his parents had broken ^ 
and expefling a right, on the footing of works, to 
the tree of life, from which his parents had been ba- 
mlhed. This was a daring approach without looking 
to the cherubims, or to the flaming fword of juftice^ 
which God himfelf had pUced there to k^ep the way 
of the tree of life, and teach them the way of mercy 
by the tree, and the need of a furcty by the fword^ 
But Cain went on, as Korah did after him, in the wil- 
dcrneis. The cherubims and mercy feat there were na 
more than a repetition of what was done in Eden. 
However, Korah v/cnt on as Cain did; and God 
cou{^es them together (Jude xi.) Cain paid no 
regard to the mercy feat, or to the cherubims ; but, 
like a horfe in the battle, he broke through all bounds, 
and ventured upon the bottom of a broken law, 
which his parents had violated, and expected a right 
U the tree of lift on the footing of works, without 
any view to, or faith in, the promifed feed. — And 
what was the confequence ? Why to Cain and to bis 

offering 
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iijfirittg God bad not reJpeSl ; whOe the fire fcH from 
heaven, and confumcd Abel's burnt -offering, as it 
did at thp dccifive ofTering and humble prayer of 
EHjab> when fiaaPs prophets cried in vain for fuch 
ah anfwcr by fire. This Cain faw, andhe was wroA, 
and his countenanee fell. This dead wo^kj on the 
footing of a broken law, God rejefts as a deviation 
15x>m the rule given to Adam and Eve, and praftilbd 
by Abel s which he vindicates upon the rules of the 
tverlalHng golpel, faying, fhiy aft thou wroth, and 
foby is tfy comtindnce faUett ? If thou doe ft voell^ JhdlU 
fiou not be dceeptedf and, if tbou doe ft not well, Jin 
iieth at tbe door. This was the firft hint of that im- 
portant truth — wHbout faitb it is impoffibU to pleafe 
God. And thus from the womb of the morning God 

9 

revealed the beauties of holinefs. About this point 
Caiii and Abel difputed. The one madp God's will 
in the promife his rule of life, the other made the 
broken law his rule ; and, the believer being too 
much in argument for the bond childj he (Cain) de- 
fended his rule with the fift of wickednefs, and killed 
the believer (his brother, and the third part of the 
whole world) at one blow. And the New Teflament 
telk us that it was l^ faitb Abel offered to God a more 
txceUmt Jacrifice tban Cain, God teftifying of bis gifts ; 
and, as for Cain, he is faid to be of that wicked one 
Ac devil, who flew his brother, becaufc his own 
works were evil and his brother's righteous. 

Thole, who were next to Cain in vindication of 
this dodnne, ftem to be thofe mongrel profeflb/s 

F who 
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who were called the fons of God, but fell iir love wkh 

. the daughters of Cain. Thefe held in their head the 

. difcriminating dodtrines of their fathers, but paid no 

^regard to the rule of faith, being deftitute of God's 

power i and extended their charity to thofc that were 

curfed of God. And this mixtutre of law and gof- 

pel, and the mixed marrriages of profefTors and re* 

probates, was produdive of that wickednefs which 

was great before the Lord. Againft fuch wicked 

ones Enoch prophefied ; who were deternriaed to 

kill him, and (ought after him for the Daughter i but 

^thcy couW not find him— he was not to be found, for 

God took him, and had tranflated him j for before bis 

. trmjlatien he had this tejlimony^ that be f leafed God\ 

. but without faith it is impoJftbU to pleqfe him* 

Againft thefe Noah, the eighth perfon, a preacher 
^ of righteoufnefs, was fent ; who preached imputed 
• righteoufnefs, and a faith that overcomes the world 
i for upwards of an hundred years. But they rcjeded 
. his doArines, and refitted the Spirit which fpoke by 
him, till God faid. My Spirit Jball not always Jhive 
: with mart, and fbon after drowned them all. 

The Ifraelitcs in the wildernefs could fee no rule 
CO go by but the law ; and, when God afked, Hofn 
bng will it be ere this people believe in me f it appeared 
a ftrange thing to them ; for, they had no faith them- 
felves, and they hated thofe who had; they envied 
Mofes in the camp, and Aaron the faint of the Lord. 
The land of promifc was expected as a reward of 
their partial obedience : but, when they came to un- 
8 derfhnd 
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ilcrftand that it was through feith they muft fubdue' 
kingdoms, they in heart turned back to Egypt; and 
thus unbelief Ihut them out of the promifed reft. 
God, haroing /{Tved the people out of the land ofEgypi^ 
afterwards defiroysd them that believed not. - 

In Ezekiefs days, the falfe prophets burdened the 
juft with the law as their only rule, and encouraged 
the wicked with the promifc of life. They made the 
hearts of the righteous fady whom God bad not made 
fad\ and Jirengthened the bands of the wicked^ hy pro- 
mjfing him life. -. 

In the apoftles* days, the rabbies and rulers op-* 
poied the gofpel, till they got out of favour with 
the people, and almofl out of office and out of bread* 
And what muft they do then ? Why they muft turn 
hypocrites.—-/^ great company of the priejis were ohe^ 
£ent to the faith. Thou feeji^ brother Saul (faith 
James) bow many there are that believe^ and they are all 
zealous of the law of Mofcs. They made a tool of 
the Son of God to exalt his fervant Moles. Thefc 
Paul czWs falfe brethren^ unawares brought in tofpy out 
our liberty that we have in Chrijiy that they might bring 
us into bondage. And, having found out that the 
apoftles preached up deliverance from the galling 
yoke of precept, they fct off into the miniftry, in- 
tending to fap the very foundation of the gofpel; and, 
to cover their villany, they preached Chrifi^ not out of 
goodwill^ hut out ofjlrife and envy^ to add affliSHon to 
Paul's bonds. The text, and the tidings, which thefc 
falfe apojlles carried to the faints, ^as,* except ye be cir^ 

F a cumcifed^ 
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iumcifedy and knp the law of Mojii^ y^ cannei iejkw4k 
They did not handle the law lawfully, nor (peak the 
language of iCj faying, This do^ atul ii>ou Jbali live ; 
but they tacked the word Jahatwi to it, except ya 
keep the law of Mofts^ ye (^not be Javed^ which the 
law fays nodiing about i for, if a man can keep the 
law, he needs no ialvatioo ; and, if he doeS:t the law 
cannot give it, for there is Jdlvatton in np other nam 
but in Chri^. 

I ft. This preaching up circumcifion was in order 
to glory in their flefli ; that is, that they might boaft 
of having made profely tes. 

2dly, Circumcifion was preached that the ofience 
of the crofs might ceafe, and the world and the 
church be reconciled together. 

3dly, It w^s to bring the Gentile believers iq 
debtors to do the whole law. And 

4thly, To fet afide the whole furetyfhip engage- 
ments of Chrift, and all the benefits of it : for, if I 
become a debtor to do the whole law, then the Sa- 
viour's debt of perfect obedience to the precept, and 
the penal fum of fuficring, which he paid to divine 
juftice, profits me nothing; and I am fkddled wit)^ 
all my infinite debts. The everlafting righteoulhefs 
that Chrift brought in is fet afide, and the whole 
iatis&6iion that he mac)e to juftice by his facrifice is 
fet afide alfo. Add to this, I give up the free pro- 
mife of life for the law, turn my back upon grace, 
and go to work ; and then God reckons the reward 
to we of debt^ not of grace. And gnder this debt 

book 
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book thefe fzKe apoftlcs laboured to bring the Gen«» 
file bclieyers ; for the Gentiles had no other hand 
vrridng 4^ait(fi tbem but thisj which is the moral law^ 
With thefe men Paul and Barnabas bad no/maU dif^ 
Jjmfiim (ind d\J^utati(m\ but all in vain; therefore 
they mud: go up to Jerufalem tp the apqfiles and elders^ 
flboHt this ^ueftion. And^ when they were convened, 
there rqfe up certain of the/eli of the Pbarifees wbick 
ieUevedy faying that ft was nee^tfl to circumcife tbem^ 
find to command then^ to hep the law of Mofes. Her^ 
we fee the devil had fome agents to fpread the 
leaven at Andoch, and fome in the council cham* 
bcr at Jerufalem to fupport the c^ufc there. 

But Peter tells then) that God bad purified their 
hearts by faith : and now why tempt ye God to put a 
yoke upon the neck of the difcipleSi which neither our 
fathers nor wp are able to bear ? 

The fentence of James is, that we trouble not them 
which from qnwng the Gentiles are ttfrned to God. 
(Ads XV. 2 — 19.) 

And now we jcome to the commlffion and cha- 
laAcr of thefe tneo.-^Fpra/mucb as we have heard 
that certain wbifh went out from us h^tve troubled yon 
with words, f ubver ting your fouls, faying^ Te mufl he 
fircumcifedj and keep the law : tp whom we gave ntt 
fucb commandment. (Afts xv, 24.) 

Their charaftcr is — that they troubled the 
churches^ fubverted their fouls, preached lies, and 
went out without either commi^ion or command- 
ment fi-om them. 

lo 
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In the next place, we have the judgment of the 
Holy Ghoft, and of all the apoftles and elders, upon 
this point.— iw- itjeemeth good to the Holy Gbqfi, and 
to us J to lay upon you no greater burden than tbefe 
necejfary things— that ye abftain from meats offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from things Jirangled, and 
from fornication j from which if ye keep yourf elves ye 
JhaU do well. Fare ye well. (Ads xv. 28, 29.) How 
beautiful upon the mountains were the feet of thofe 
that carried thefe good tidings ! This is a confir- 
mation of the Saviour's words, My yoke is eafy, and 
wy burden light. We now come to fee how thefe 
tidings were received* 

So, whm they were difmiffed, they came to Antiech ; 
and, when they had gathered the multitude together, 
they delivered the epiftle ; which when they had read, 
they rejoiced for the confolation. (A£ts xv. 30, 31.) 
Thefe falfe apoftles, under the influence of Satan, 
had brought them into bondage^ and faft clofed up 
all the wombs in the king's palace at Antioch: 
\i\it God reftored unto them the joys of his falva- 
tion, and upheld them again with his free Spirit \ 
for the Holy Ghoft, who loves liberty and proclaims 
it, who was a fpirit of judgment to them that fat in 
judgment at Jerufalem, went with Paul and Barna- 
bas to Antioch, and applied the tidings to the hearts 
of all the believers there, and comforted their fouls 
with love, joy, and peace, in believing ; and th^ 
rtjtncedfor the confolation : and thus the apoftles took 
heed, and were aware of the leaven of the Fbarifees, 

which 
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which if bypcrify. For to tbefey fays Paul, we gave 
not place by JuijeSlion, no not for an hour^ that the 
truth of the gofpel might continue with you. Wo unttf 
them, for they have gone in the way of Cain. 

I once read an old book, when 1 firft came into 
the miniftry, which faid ** the believer is under the 
law as a rule of life;" from which I embraced that 
notion, without ever confulting the fcripture, or 
afking wifdom from God, about it ; and this I have 
inferred in one of my firft publications ; which I in- 
tend to expunge whenever that book (hall be re- 
printed ; for it is no part of the gofpel which I re- 
ceived, nor did it ever come to me from God, but 
from man. 

Then fay ibme, ** If we are not under the law as 
a rule of life, we may live as we lift." I anfwer, 
I wiih I could ; for I would then be filled with the 
Spirit of God, and be free from all fin ; and, if Paul 
could have lived as he lifted, he would have been 
delivered from his body of death ; and Jabez would 
have been \it^i from fin^ that it might not grieve him. 
.However, God has promifed to put his fear in our 
hearts, that we (hall not depart from him ; and that 
he will work in us to will and to do ; direft our 
fteps ; uphold us by his right hand ; keep us by his 
mighty power; purge us, that we may bring forth 
fruit; and that. fin (hall not have dominion over 
thofc that are under grace, only over thofe that arc 
under the law, who are of the works of it, and un- 

« 
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llcr the curfc of k, who arc in unbelief^ and caflrtof 
]>ieaie God i who^ being in fin> and under itj can 
do nothing but fin. 

I have written thcfc things to thee, believer, to 

fomifh, to arm and equip thee, tbat tbau mayeft home 

Jbmttvbai to anfwer them who glory in appear ancey iut 

not in heart i for tbe^ innocent Jhall fttr up bimfe^^ 

agMJi the hypocrite^ 

This publication will, I expe£t, procure me many 
anonymous epiftles, and not a few twopenny and 
threepenny pamphlets, by thofe who (hoot in (ccre^ 
and ufe fharpnds \ all which will only ferve to con** 
vince me that my doftrines are the myfteries of the 
crols, becaufc the offence is not ceafed. As to 
their (harpnefs^ it is neither for edification nor de* 
ftru&ion, not for edification, becaufe there is no 
ikvour of charity \ nor for deftrudion, becaufe there 
is no power. 

^ But God fays, Look unto Abraham your father f 
and to Sarah that tare yoUy for I called him alon^ 
and blejfed him. All the laws and rules that Abra- 
ham had ^cre written on the tables of his heart--> 
tables 'of ftone he had none. The iirft ftep that he 
took from his own country was in that faith which 
overcomes the world; which faith, working by 
love, took away all defire of returning back again* 
This is the fame faith as ours. He was circumcifed 
at the command of God, which was a feal in his 
flefli of die righteoufnefs he had in his heart, which 
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*ras to ^ be wrought out by a feed from his loins. 
And, when dur hearts arc circumcifed to love God, 
it IS i fcal of the Spirit to us that imputed righ- 
teoufnefs is ours. He was to walk before God, and 
be upright ; and God was his ihield and exceeding 
great reward. This was walking i^ the fear of God, 
in the faith of his proteAion, and in the expeda* 
tion of an eternal enjoyment of him as his reward 
and portion. This rule he was to command to his 
houiehold after him ; and God lays they (hall keep 
the way of the Lbrd. Siich was faithful Abraham, 
the friend of God ; who, although he had not the 
two tables of ftonc with him, yet obtained a good 
ifeport through fiuth.^^jibroham obeyed my voice, and 
kept ntf charge^ ffrf commandments y my Jiatutesy and 
nty laws. Gen. xxvi. 5. In thefe laft daysy believer. 
Cod bathjpoken to us by bis Son ; therefore he whom 
God hath fent fpeakcth the words of God. — This 
is my beloved Sony in whom I am well pleqfedi hear 
ye him. 1 have Jet my King upon my holy hill-,, blejjed 
are all they that put their trufi in him. Obey his 
voice, and (land faft in him, and thou (hale fee and 
feel, to thy foul's Comfort, that the moral law is 
abolilhed and done away in Chrift Jefus to thee. 
But, if thou get from Chrifl:, backfliding in heart, 
or (inning againft him, thou muft not wonder if 
God again and again fpeak to thee in the fecret 
place of thunder, becaufe thou doft not abide in 
him who 1$ a hiding-place froih that (lorm. For 
iiiy pan, was I going to the tribunal of God this 
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ni^i^ and was to be afkpd of this matter now ddU 
vered, and iuce of periihing if I fpol^e^ ialfelyt l 
would declare that> to the beft pf my knowledge 
and .judgment, and agreeable %o tl^e teftimofiy of 
my own confcience, I believe what I have noi^ 
preached is (as far as I have gone) the pure, una*; 
dulterated, truth of the everlalting golpeL Le^ u^ 
therefore, hold laft the .word of Chrift's patience, 
and we ihall be kept from the hour of temptadon.-r-r 
And let us not be afraid of the nanie ANTuroifiAjr^ 
which in our days is given by gra^deis ppofeflbrs to 
tbofe who are partakers of the Holy Qhoft $ ^ a bad 
name will never hurt a goo4 man. 

A real Antinomian, in the %ht pf Qod, is one 
who bolds the truth in umigbteoufn0 -^ wiio has go(pel 
notions in his head, but no gcace in his heart. He 
is one that makes a profeflion of Cbrift Jefus^ but 
was never purged by his blood^^ renewed by his Spi« 
cita nor favf d by his power. — With him camd tafc 
pailes for gofpei feace\ a natural ajfent of the nund 
{Qrfaitbi infe^fibiliiy £ox liberty i 2ind daring prefumfp- 
tion for the grace of ajfwrance^ He is alive without 
the law, the fentence of the moral law having never 
been fent home to him. The law of faith was ne- 
ver fealed en hlm^ the law of truth was never re- 
ceived ly him, nor the law of liberty proclaimed /« 
him.— He was never arraigned ac, nor taken from^ 
the throne (f judgment. He was never judiHed at 
jthc throne qf grace, nor acquitted at the iarofeqidty. 
The tremendous attribute of righccouiheis was never 
8 ' feeo 
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^bo) or fdt by him. The righteoufnefs ome law wa« 
^ver fiilfiUed i^ him ^ t^e righteomli^ers of tl>e la^ 
^as never fulfilkd ly him ; the righteouihefs bf faitlf 
yeas neyer imputed to him ; nor the fruits of righ- 
teouihefs brought forth iy him. He is an enemy tq 
jthe power of God^ to the expeiience of the juft^ 
^d to every minifter of the Spirit i and is in union 
mih none but hypocrites^ whofe uniting Ues are the 
gaU of Httemefs and the bonds of inufuity. He i^ one 
that often changes his opinions^ but wa$ neyer chang* 
(cd in heart* He turns to many feft$ and pardes^ 
but never turns to God. In word he is faUe to Sa- 
tan^ in heart he is falfe to God \ falfe to Satan by 
uttering trucbi and falfe to God by a falfe profef&on. 
He is a &Ife reprover in the worlds and in the houfe- 
hold of faith a falfe brother. He is a .child of Sataa 
in the congregation of dilTemblers^ and a baftard in 
the congregation of ^he righteous. By mouth he 
contends for a covenant that cannot (ave him^ and in 
heart he hates the covenant that can. His head is 
at mount Calvary, his heart and foul at mount Sinai. 
^e is a pharifee at Horeb, and a hypocrite in Zion. 
He is a tranfgreflor of the law of works^ and a rebel 
^o !the law of faith ; a finncr by the miniftry of the 
letter, and an unbelieyei^ by the miniftry .of the Spi« 
rit. As a wicked fervant^ he is curfed by the eternal 
law I and> as an infidel^ he is damned by the everlaft^ 
ing go/jpel. And this is a real AntinomiaiI in the, 
pght of God. 

THE END. 
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TO THE READER. 

Christian Reader (if fuch thou art), daily 
obfervations of the judgments, mercies, and 
providences of God, are very eftabliihing to 
faith ; for God hath promifed that- his hand 
** fhall be known towards his fervants, and 
his indignation towards his enemies*/* It is 
likewife a fufficient proof of the authenticity oi 
fcripture ; becaufe, on the one hand, we daily 
fee God's judgments on the wicked brought 
to light ; and, on the other, his daily goodheii 
appears confpicuous on the righteous: there- 
fore we are commanded to, behold both ** th« 
goodnefs and feverity of God \^ I am fully 
perfuaded that the whole train of events were 
laid in the fecrct counfel of God from all 
eternity, and were by the Holy Ghoft made 
known to God*8 eminent fervants ; and that 
the revolving wheel of time turns up its 
prizes and blanks as faft as it rolls, and will 
until the whole " myftery of God is finiflie3, 

■ 

•I&i. Ixvl. I4« *Rom. xi. 22. 
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ir TO TH2 REAJDER# 

as he hath declared to his fervants the pro* 
phets S" Comparing vifible fafts with God's 
word, and tracing them up to Grod, their firft 
caufe, is fweet employment for a fpiritual 
mind, and keeps it from wandering after 
vanity. ** He that will obferve thefe things, 
even he (hall underftand the lovingkindnefs 
of the Lord^/' It is laid as a reproach upon 
Ifrael, that they foon forgat his works ; and 
thofe who confider not " the operation of his 
hands, he will deftroy them, and not build 
them up%'* A watchful eye on the hand of 
God is a great enemy to unbelief: even 
Thomas himfelf, though he gave the tefti- 
mony of ten men the lie, yet he credited what 
he faw ; yea, even the murderers of the Sa- 
viour, when they faw the whole frame of na- 
ture convulfed, faid, " Truly this was the Son 
of God!'' 

David, upon a proper reflexion of the hand 
of God appearing fo vifible on him, was 
brought to confefs that goodnefs and mercy 
had followed him all his days ; and good old 
Jacob, on his death-bed, owned that God had 
fed him all his life long, and redeemed him 
from all evil. 

« Rcvt X. 7. d PfiJ. evil. 43, • Pial. xxTiii. 5. 
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TO THE READER. r 

Trials and difficulties have a tendency to 
lead us iiito this heavenly art of watchfulnefs* 
In deep poverty, the kind providence of God 
appears; in perlccutions, his judgments on 
the wicked fliew themfelves ; and in foul dif- 
trefles, his fupporting^ fin-fubduing, and foul- 
comforting, grace is made manifeft. Thus 
the poor widow, in her poverty, lees the 
fpring of kind Providence in her crufe of oil ^ ; 
David, in his fouFs deep diftrefs, found God's 
wonderful grace bringing him out of the pit, 
and eflablifhing his feet on the Rock ; and 
perfecuted Ifrael, at the Red Sea, faw deftruc- 
tion ride in triumph, 

A Chriftian is not in his right element 
if his eye is taken from the hand, or handy- 
works, of God. If a perfon in diftrefs has no 
eye to God, he has work enough to bear up 
under it ; and that foul, who eyes him not in 
profperity, robs him of his daily tribute of 
praife, and goes the readieft way to clofe the 
bountiful hand of his Maker, by burying his 
mercies in oblivion. Unwatchfulnefs, ingra- 
titude, and covetoufnefs, are enough to entail 
4 curfe upon all our temporal mercies ; apd 

^ 2 Kings iv. 7. 

A3 he 



Vi TO THS READER. 

h9 that boails of his wifdoixiy prudence, tn^ 
induftryy is faid to facrifice to his own net^ 
and burn incenfe to his own drag v* This isr 
not asking like a Chriftian, but like the kiug 
of Babylon, who walked in hi& palace, boaA-r 
iog of his majeily, honour, and buildingi!, till 
the thundering voice of Gk)d knocked him 
front! his pinnacle, and levelled him with the 
brute creation, till feven years rolled oyer his 
head ; and^ when he was brought to hi» 
fenfes, he owned that the Moft High ruled. 

I muft coufefs I have too frequently, to 
God's difhonour, and my own foul's diicom* 
fort, been off my watch tower ; but the few 
qbfervations that I have made of his provi- 
dence have louldy proclaimed his tender and 
parental care both for me and my family ; and 
the judgments which I have feen a juft God 
inflict on his enemies have as loudly proclaim- 
ed his difcriminating grace and terrible ma- 
jefty; while my own weakneiles and imper« 
fedions have deeply inftru^cd me in his 
long forbearance, mercy, f^ithfulnefs, and un- 
fhangeable love in Chrift Jefus. 

The prefent fubjeft is iK)t a very pleaiing 

<Hab.i. i6« 
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one ; but perhaps God may own it to the en* 
couragement of his tried children, or to cau« 
tion an enemy of Chrift. I intend treating 
only of thofe judgments of God which I have 
known him to uiflift on periecutors, who 
Jiavc oppofed the miniftry that I have rccdi^* 
ed, and who am the moft unworthy inftna* 
ment he ever made ufe of in his ymcyard ; 
but ^* by the grace of God I am what I am.** 

If my reader be an oppofer of the OofpeU 
God may blefs it as a caution ; and, if a 
Chriflian indeed, mercy m»y appear the 
fweeter. Let us fing then of mercy and 
judgment : but mercy ftands firft ; therefore 
we muft fing of mercy in the higheft key* 

I fhould not have fent this awful account 
of God*s judgments abroad into the world, if 
the word of God had forbidden it. But, when 
God raifcd up Pharaoh as a butt for his ven- 
geance, it was that his fovereign name, in the 
adminiftration of judgment and mercy, might 
be proclaimed throughout the earth. And 
indeed the AQls of the Apoftles abound with 
accounts of God's judgments. Norfliould I 
have hinted at the names of the perfons on 
whom thefe judgments fell, had not thefcrip- 

A 4 ture 
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VUl TO THE READER. 

turc informed mc of Pafliur, Ananias, Sceva 
the Jew^ Sapphira, Herod, Elymas the for- 
ccrcr, &c, all diftinguiflied both by their . 
a(5lions and names. Therefore we ought to 
behold the works of God, in order that we 
may declare amongfl the people his doings.; 
and to fay, with pious Job, ** that which is 
with the Almighty will I not conceal.*' God 
may blefs this awful account to fome poor 
foul, who is at war with his Maker ; if fo, I 
fliall have my reward. May the Lord, of his 
infinite mercy, give us fuccefs in all the nets 
that we caft. 

Reader, fare thee well. 

Thine to ferve in the Gofpel, 

W. H. 
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NAKED BOW OF GOD. 



IT was at Kingfton upon Thames, in Surrey, 
where God was pleafcd to convince me efFeftu- 
ally of the evil of fin, and of the dreadful vengeance 
to which I was expofed : his heavy hand made my 
Ipirit ftoop, and the agonies of. my foul appeared in 
many a gloomy (hade on my fallen countenance, 
inlbmuch that my fellow-workmen could eafily per- 
ceive it; while the terrors of God, appearing in 
batde array againft me, prohibited me from joining 
them in their vain and filthy converiation, or af- 
fembling with them in public houfes. This fet me 
up as a mark, or fubjeAed me to all their oaths 
and malice. But one man in particular was a moft 
dreadful enemy to mej he, at times, uttered fuch 
blafphemies, that I have been obliged to leave the 
nurfery, and wander in the fields like a pelican of 
the wildernefs, or an owl of the flcfcrt j and this at 
a time when I had a family to maintain on the fcanty 
pittance of eight (hillings per week, two of which I 
paid for a ready-fiirniihed lodging -, therefore could 

iU 
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ill afford to lofe time by wandering in this (blkarjr 
way. But that fame man, fome dme after, fell 
fick; and, as God had delivered my foul out of 
trouble, I was determined to vifit him; which I 
accordingly did ; and, as foon as I faw him, this 
noble champion for Satan was diflblved into many 
tears at the fight of him on whofe head he had for- 
merly fhowered fo many heavy curies. I ftood 
aftoniihed to fee a perfbn fo deprefled and bowed 
down under the fear of all-conquering death, who in 
his health could boait of his ftrength, of his valour, 
of his excefles, and of his diidaining all thoughts of 
God and futurity. I afked him if I fhould pray for 
him ; he wept, and faid, ** Yes.^' I did fo, but the 
anfwer flowed into my own bofom ; for before I 
departed he curfed the very limb of his body where 
he faw death had made his firfl attack ; and ibon 
after he clofed his eyes in forrow. — His name was 
Coftor. 

Thus are the wicked cut down as the mown 
Krafs ; and, under the burnii^ ire of God, they 
wither as the green herb. 

From Kingflon I went to live at Sunbury in 
Middlefex. My guilt, diflrefs, and temptations^ 
went along with me. I had often ignorantly con- 
fcfTed with my lips that I was " tied and bound with 
the chain of my fin," and had prayed (without the 
heart) the pitifiilncfs of God's great mercy to loofc 
me.—But now I was fcnfibly acquainted with the 
ynport of thofe words, and aUb that other part of 

the 
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the church fcrvicc, " Deliver me fix>m the crafci 
and aflaults of the devils from thy wrath, and ever- 
lafting damnation." Thefe were the groaning pe* 
ddons of my burdened heart. Having waded 
through that fummer, and the winter before it, in 
thefe perilous depths of revealed wrath, the femily I 
ferved went to London, and left a woman, one of 
the bafer fort, to keep the houfe. She fbon per- 
ceived the forrow of my mind, and the tender regard 
I paid to holinefs ; and, being conftrained at times 
to reprove, and at other times to admonifli her, ibe 
kept her mouth as it were with a bridle from fin, 
though I believe it was great pain and grief to her. 
At other times fhe would talk about religion, and 
appear in a garb of fanAity. This hypiocrify was 
aflfumed in order to fift me ; and, as I longed for 
fome perfon to condole with me, I often hinted to 
her the fore temptations under which I laboured; 
and^ finding that my fpeaking to her alTuaged my 
grief and eafed my complaint, I thought her a fi-iend 
that took pity. But (he afterwards turned all into 
ridicule, broke forth in the vulgar tongue, and ap- 
peared with every feature gf the devil. However, 
we mull expert thofe fwine to turn again from their 
hypocridcal profeffion to their former fikhinefs, and 
rend our fouls with reproach, if we are fo fooliih as 
to calt our pearls before them. All the reft of the 
winter I heard nothing from her mouth but con- 
tempt upon all O'^at appeared facred or ferious; 
and what I h^ told her of my ibrc temptations 

fhe 
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Ihc call in my teeth. — ^This was like ftriking the 
dying dead. But in the fummer I elcaped the 
fcourgc of her tongue, and went to live at Ewcl in 
Surrey; where I was informed, fomc time after, by 
a Mr. Harkle, a grocer, that the fame woman had 
been extremely ill, and in her illnels was violently 
tempted to murder her child that lay with her; 
and, fearing left fhe (hould perpetrate this horrrid 
crime, fhe leaped out of bed, ran naked into the fore 
court, was brought in again by force, and fbon after 
expired. Thus fhe felt, and died in, the tempta- 
tions of Satan, which fhe had fb often laughed at, 
and out of which God in mercy delivered me. 
" Is there not a ftrange punifhment to the workers 
of iniquity ^ ?" ** Thus the triumph of the wicked 
is fhort, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a mo- 
ment*." As fhe had laughed at calamity, fhe went 
not unpunifhed *^. — Her name was Cole. 

At Ewel I firft began to fpeak for God; and 
indeed I had been fo marvclloiifly delivered, and 
was blefTed with fuch a fenfe of evcrlafting love 
in Chrift Jcfus, that I was conftrained to it. [But 
more of this in a treatife by itfelf if God permit.] 
This preaching of Chrift raifed me many enemies i 
but one man in particular feemed. more furious 
a^inft me than any other i it was a rare thing to 
pafs him without many heavy curies. The gentle- 
man to whom I was gardener manufedtured gun- 

* Job im. 3. ' Job XX. 5* * Prov. xvii. 5. 
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powder, at which he employed many hands, and gave 
me leave to fupply die workmen widi any vegetables 
that were not wanted in the family. I generally gave 
this noted enemy the greateft fhare, to fee if it were 
pofllble to overcome evil with good. He would 
i;eceive from me what I gave him with a fmile, and 
thank me ; but, as foon as my back was turned, 
he would ftorm my ears with every oath and impre-. 
cation which his lips could utter, or imagination 
fugged. God's long-fufFering mercy permitted him 
thus to reign as a perfecutor about fix months; at 
the expiration of which time God' laid his heavy 
hand on him, while at his work, on the fame fpot 
where he generally uttered his blafphemy. He was 
carried home ill ; and in a few hours the inundadon 
of his guilt began to break up, and the flood-gates 
of wrath to be opened. This alarmed his benumb- 
ed confciencc to that degree, that his ghaftly vifagc 
ieemed tQ exprefs all the horrors of the damned 
He began to confefs his feelings, and to tell others 
pf die perilous voyage he was about to make. But 
God ftruck him dumb ; which caufed him to howl 
like a dog, and bellow like a bull, until he vras 
forced to fubmit to the Ihaft of Death. — His name 
was Toppin. This was another arrow from the 
divine quiver. And, though it may appear a light 
thing with many, in the midft of health, to boaft of 
their fbrdtude, and brave it out againft the lips of 
Truth in defying the arm of Omnipotence, yet, 
when the Ihares of death begin to entangle the carnal 

mind. 
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mind, and the pains of hell to invade the gaSky con- 
fcience, their braveiy, like Ephraim's goodnefji, 
vanifhes like the early dcvr. 

Another man, who was employed by my mafter 
as a carter (to drive his team), whom I had often 
reproved for fweartng, and to whom I had talked 
freely about the date of his foul, once anfwercd^ 
that he never in all his life had been troubled one 
minute sd>out futurity, or what would become of 
him bereafler. This I told him I could not believe; 
but he confidently aflbred me he never had. I 
often therefore laboured in converiation with him to 

* 

beget fbme ferious thoughts in his mind, as he 
24)peared fo extremely infenfible; but, as he had 
no feeling, it was very haid to reafbn with him ; 
and to difeourfe with him about fcripture wsis of 
little ufe, as he could neither read nor write. I 
however frecpiently continued to talk to him of his 
Hate, and of what the Saviour came to do for mt 
till at length ne would Iiflen to me actemivdy ; and 
once or twice he went with me to hear the GofpeL 
I often, too, cautbned him againft {pending hk 
money, and hurting his ftmily and conftitutioni 
by which means fome little reftraint ieemed to 
be laid on him for a dme : but, when a faitable 
temptation was laid in his way, he broke through 
all bounds into the gieateft exceiTes, as ufiial $ and 
thus laboured hard to fetch up what he deemed toft 
time. 
As I went early one morning to the garden, t 

met 
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met him going to loid his carriage. I p«txived 
him ftaggcr with liquor before I came near him ; 
when he feid, •* Gardener, give me a pinch of fhuff/' 
I replied, *' Philip, you are intoxicated, and have 
been drunk all night/' Upon this he (heered at 
mcj hung down his head) and told me he (hould be 
dmnker before night ; which was really true, for he 
came from Wandfworth as drunk as poflible. At 
Ewel^ however, he infifted on having one pint of 
cyder more. The landlady refiifcd him 5 but half 
a pinti he would have, nor would he go without i)t ; 
which he accordingly gOt» When he had drank 
this, he made fhifi: to get upon the ffiaft of the car- 
rioge^ and otk Ewd Common whipped the horfes 
ift(o a galtop) and kept chem in that pace down die 
firft h3l on the common ; but in this mad carter he 
loft his foot-hold, flipped from the ihafts, and the 
broad wheel going over his head, fhoulders, and 
hands, left hhn a trophy to Death.*— His name was 
Philip Oookc. This was another arrow from the 
Naked Bow of God i and happened on a day when 
the horfe-raccs were at Epfem. Some people on 
horfeback, coming down the oppofite hill, faw the 
awfol accident; and I thought God had left that 
Ipoil on the road as a check to the prancing career 
of pfeafure-takers^ I went out, and looked at the 
corpfe as it lay on the common, and had many dif^ 
treifing thoughts about the infernal courfe which I 
ftsofcd his departed Ipirit ftecied. I wait home and 
8 wept 
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wept all the whole night long : pray for him I codd 
not, for I knew his doom muft be for ever fixed, 
before any petition from my mouth could reach the 
propitious ear of the Almighty. 

The next day, being the Lord's day, I went to 
hear a gentleman preach at Mitcham. His text 
was, " We have an Advocate with the Father," &c* 
In which difcourfe he fpakc much of pity to our 
fellow-creatures (dcfcending even to accidents), but 
of our unpiritulncfs to Chrifl:. I took it as a re- 
proof from God to me, as the gendeman never law 
me before, nor did any there know the before-re- 
cited circumftance. The preacher was Mr. Jols, a 
worthy labourer in the Lord's vineyard. I thou^t 
God fent that as a reproof to me for crying all nig^t 
after one who had been fo thoughdeis of his Makerj 
and fo regardlefs of his own fouL 

Having preached, exhorted, reproved, and in- 
vited, many of thefe poor people to Chrift Jefus, 
I perceived I had not laboured in vain j feveral were 
effedtually wrought upon ; one in particular, whofe 
name was Webb ; as alfo his wife. This poor man 
appearing ferious among his fellow workmen^ they 
became much enraged againd: him i the more fo as 
I preached at his houfe : and one of the men, being 
determined to get him turned out ef his employ- 
ment, laid a fcheme to this purpofe, and abufed 
the matter's ear with falfe reports i- who accordingly 
told Webb that he Ihould require fuch and fuch 
things from him, or he muft leave the work on the 

Saturday 
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S&turday following. This poor tnan^ whom I 
dearly lovcd^ came with his complaint to me ; in* 
ibmimg me alfo of the deep defign which his fellow* 
workmen had formed> and of the falfehoodft which 
they had fabricated ; as alfo of the impoffible tafk 
which the mailer required of him t and added, that 
he was loth to lofe his work, as his own parilh was 
fo far diftant as Gloucefter(hire« I told him we 
would go and tel| God of it ; and I bid him watch^ 
and fee if He did not turn all their counlel into 
foolifhnefs* We accordingly prayed together every 
ftiorning early, all the reft of the week ; and, when 
Saturday night came, the mafter faid nothing about 
difcharging him. The enemy, feeing his meafures 
baffled, abandoned his work, went to an alehoufe^ 
and continued a week in a ftate of intoxication* 
This circumftance fct poor Webb higher in his 
mafter^s favour than ever, and much incenfed htm 
againft the other perfon. The confequcnce of this 
drinking fit was, that he was thrown into a deep 
decline, carried home to his own parifli at Whitton 
in Middlcfex ; and, when the pains of death began 
to roufe his confcience, he confeiTed that he had, at 
different times, embezzled his mafter'^ property, and 
then bowed his head to the King of Terrors ^— His 
ttamc was Hall. — " Surely with our eyes we beheld, 
itnd faw the reward of the wicked *"/' 
From Ewel I removed to Thames-Dittonj in 

^ Job xviii. 14* ^ P(aL xci 9. 

B Surrey, 



l9 TH£ NAKED BOW OF GOD. 

Surrey, where I foon received an inviution to 
preach the Word of God at Wooking ; and fome 
time after an invitation to preach at WarpoUdon. 
Tq this invitation I acceded; and great numbers 
came to hear me. I delivered a difcourfe from thefe 
words in John's Gofpel, " Doft thou believe on the 
Son of God " ?" In this work I found both freedom 
and power ; the auditory, too, were very attendvc. 
When the fermon was over Aere came a gbod- 
looking reputable farmer up to me, and faid, " God 
give me that feith which you have preached." I an- 
fwered, "Amcni but faith is the gift of God." The 
man, in conlequence, began to fearch the fcriptures, 
aflbciate with thofe who feared God, and for fcveral 
days appeared to be convinced, and very fcrious. But 
foon after this there came a clergyman to him, defiring 
him to mount his horfe, and go a hunting with him. 
He was of the eftablilhment of the Church of Eng- 
land, (mark that !) not of the Church of God; if 
he had he would not have gone a hunting. The 
fitfmer mounted, and went with his clerical hunter. 
Perhaps this hofpitable a6l Was intended to divert 
the farmer's mind from what is termed Methodifti- 
cal melancholy. What infrruftion the ecclefiaftical 
fportfman gave him I know not ; but at his return 
from the chafe he appeared a fcorncr, laughed at the 
doArines which he had heard, and perfecuted thofe 
WJiQ embraced them. But God ibon flopped his per- 

" John ix. 3 J. 
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Tecution, by affliding him, and throwing him on a lick 
bed. ^ One of my congregation, with whom he ufcd 
to allbciate, vifited him in this fituation^ and afked 
faim what he theh thought of the doftrines he had 
formerly heardi He faid he knew they were the 
trud)> and his own confcience told him (6^ even 
when he (poke againft them. However, God allow- 
ed hkn to hear no more, for he went to his long 
home ere another fortnight elapfedj at the expiration 
of which timie I was ^o preach there again. Such 
blind ecclefiaftics (hut up the kingdom of God 
i^nft mens they enter not in tkemfelves^ and 
fuch as are going, they hinder ; wo unto them ^ 

The Word of God gaining ground ih this parifii 
gready offended the blind guides therefore he 
thought it neceffary to fUrnilh himfelf with a few 
twopenny fermons, fit to flop the growth of the 
Goipdi You know dumi dogs cannot bark without 
notes. One of thefe twopenny farragos was fcrved 
up on the Lord's day to his congregation, with a 
view to debafe me, whom he was pleafed to ftyle, a 
f Mow from the plough tail, pretending to injpiration! 
If this journeyman divine had gone home and read his 
Bible, he would have found Elifha was at the plough 
tail, with twelve yoke of oxen before him^ whea 
God ieht Elijah to call himP; and the Bible in-- 
forms us that a double portion of God's Spirit waii 
upon him. There&re I am hot the firft plough* 
man who pretended to infpiratioh^ and, for vaf 

^ Mate, xxiii. 13. ^ p i Kioga six. 19. 
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partj I would fboner be a fpiritual ploughman 
than a hunting divine -, for I believe every preach- 
er who is ufeful in ploughing up God's mylleries> 
and Tinners' hearts^ is a fpiritual ploughman. 
" No man," fays Chrift, " having put his hand to 
the plough, and looking back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God." Jeremiah tells us to plow up the 
fallow ground of the heart, and fow not among 
thorns. Therefore I to my plough^ and he to the 
chaie. 

Howe ver^ this cry of &lfe fire in the church lent 

many flaming with rage to. die meeting-houfe ^ and 
no wonder, when th^ h6ft l^as ^muftered and pano- 
plied by a mafter of arts. I beliere that a mob,, in- 
flamed from the pulpit, and encouraged by a bench, 
would thmk they did God fervice if they: trade the 
Church of Chrift to fwim in bipod. ** Tbe time 
cometh when whofoever killeth you will thuik he 
doth God fervice. And all thefe things will* they 
do unto you, becaufe they know not my Father nor 



me. 



Among this impenitent hofl: one appeared more 
fiirious than the reft. He fat and laughed in my 
face, preach how or what I could ; and then went 
and informed people what tricks he had {>layed with 
poor women who came to hear me : but he was lb 
famous for lying, that he himfelf became 4 proverb; 
therefore none would credit him, even if he told the 
truth* God permitted this man to reign about two 

years, and then laid him oi\ a bed of fickne& At 

diis 



THE NAKED BOW OF GOD. 21 

this dmc a young man went to vi(it hioij and afked 
him what he then thought of the dodrines of the 
Goipeh He iaidj ^* Get away with your damned 
nonienfe, and let me hear no more of it/' God 
took him at his wordj and inftantly bereft him both 
of ipeech and rationality j he (truck him both 
mad and dumb m a moment ; and foon the harbin- 
ger of Death began to chafe life from him. Find- 
ing this^ he lay on his back^ and fought like a tyger. 
What views of hell his imagination was imprelled 
with I cannot determine ; however, he fbon clofed 

his eyes in death. — His name was M ^n. Thus 

did the Almighty bend his bow, and make it ready ; 
^ he aUb prepared for him the inftruments of death $ 
he ord^neth his arrows againft the perfecutors ^." 

At Wboking, in Surrey, I was one day preaching 
from thefc words, " O Death, where is thy fling ? 
O grave, where is thy vidtory'? On that day 
curiofity led two poor widows to hear me, who got 
their bread by dig^ng fand and felling it. A few 
days after they went to dig fand on Sen Heath, and 
feme of their, children with them ; when, as the 
women were digging in the hole under ground, one 
of tlic children faid, *' Mother, come away j the 
ground moves:'' but they had n<» power to move; 
fo it fell ih, and fmothered them both. Thus God 
fent tne to preach their funeral fermon, and lumfelf 
undertook their burial at his own expenfe. ^^ The 

? P&L vS. I a/ .1 f. '.Cor. xv. 5 5. 
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^ pcftilence that walkcth in darknefs" is God's fervant, 
and fo is ^^ the dcftruftion that wafteth at noon- 
day ^" 

I had now been fonjc time at Thamcs-Ditton in 
the miferablc occupation of cpal-heaving, and with 
$t miferable company of coal-heavers, who daily 
aflaikd my ears with their oaths and lewd qonver- 
fationj until my foul was bowed down within me $ 
but, whenever I could get into a ftable, hay-loft, or 
ftore-houfc, to fpcnd a moment with my God in 
prayer, it was as though I were wafted up into the 
third' heaven ; fo fweetly did I feel ** the founding of 
his bowels towards me'." lone day, in an agony, 
' aflced his blefled Majefty wherefore he permitted mc 
^o labour among fuch men, as he had made my 
confcienoe fo tender of finning, and given mc an 
holy indignation againft it > adding, that I feared it 
would in time harden my heart ; . and beieephing him 
to fend me fomcwhere elfe to Uve, though it were in 
a wood, rather than let me heair the filthy converfi^ 
tion of the wicked. In anfwer to my petition bo 
fent thefc words as a powerful reproof j *' Do men 
light a candle to put it under a bufhel " ?" I wa^ 
from that hour fully convinced that I was to appear 
in a more public charafter, and I never afteiwards. 
prayed that I. might live in a wood. 

Seeing the whole place given up to blafphemy 
aid diflipadon, I found a deiire to preach to thefq 

• PfaL xci. 6. « Ifa. Ixiii. 15: « Matt., v. 15. 

miferabU 
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. mifcrable beings^ hoping that God woutd make it 
ufeflil to them i for I grieved to ice and hear their 
wickedneis. 

It happened^ on a certain day, thiat myfelf and 
others were unloading a barge of coak, at which 
time I laboured under fore temptations ; and^ to add 
to the burden, I experienced extreme poverty, and 
an empty cupboard at home. Various tcmptadons 
within, and filthy converfation without, drove me to 
my wit's end. Th( men foon after agreeing to go 
to tlie public houfe to dinner, I went under the 
barge tilt, or cabin, and wreftled hard with God ih 
prayer, telling him oif my litde ones wanting bread, 
and how hard I felt it to fee them fuffer. To which 
he fent me this fweet, foul-fatisfying infwer, "I 
know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty i biit 
thou art rich".'* Finding great liberty with my 
God in prayer, I wept for joy, aM further afked 
him wherefore fuch a defire after the felvation df 
fouls was kindled in my heart, if he did • not intend 
to make me ufeful to them, as he had made mfe 
ufcful to many others ? To whith- he gave me diis 
anfwer, *' Behold, I have fet before thee an open 
door, and no man can Ihiit it\" T got up, wipcQ 
my eyes, and came away with my countenance n6 
more fad ''i having enjoyed a better Ffepaft than an^ 
of them, and found, by happy experience, that 
'* man doth not live by bread alone s but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord 

•Rev. ii. 9. ^ Kcv. lii. 8. '^ i Sani. i. iji 

6 4 doth 
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doA num live \*' I told a friend, die {^me day, 
that I was to preach the Gofpel at Ditton : and foon 
after a door was opened to another man, to whom 
God gave but litde to fay. The perfon was a 
London profeflbr ; but I have reafon to fear that he 
was not a poUeflbr of the grace of God » and indeed 
his wretched life foon evinced it. The week foUow- 
ing I was invited to preach 4t this place to a numerous 
auditoryi who appeared very att^ntivcj ^nd God's pre- 
fence was much with me i for during feveral weeks 
many heard me gladly, and approved much of the 
doftrinet But feveral perlbns, who were good cuf- 
toQiers to the publicans, feeming rather ferious, my 
jealous excl^m^don$ againf^ diiTipatipn fpon raifed a 
Itorm, which beat violently o^ my head for feveral 
years : however, many ftill attended^ ^d fqnvp few 
feemed rciUy to b? called. 

One man in particular appeared to be convinced, 
and foon alter brought his wife with him, who fecm- 
ed to recwc the feed by the way fide >, or to bcgip 
where (he (hould have left off} namely, with joy. 
But the workl beginning to laugh at her, withered 
all her joy % and kept her from hearing any more; 
and ihe in confequence, beiiig stfb^med of the 
Golpel of Chrift, began to oppoi^ her hufband, 
who left my miniftry ^fo, to the great grief of my 
foul Soon after this I faw that he had mounted the 
(comei''.s chair *• P^ing by him one day, I rec^riv- 

* peat, viii, }• r Matt. xiii. 19. » Mark iv, 6, « Pfal, i. i. 
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ed the following taunt, '^ Pray, are you born again, 
Mr. Infpir^tion.?'* My foul felt his cruel ^lockings^ 
but I made no reply. However, foon after he had 
this awful dream ; namely, that the end of the world 
was come, and that God rained fire and brimftone 
from heaven on the wicked, and that he iaw the 
felicity of the righteous, and thofe whom he deipifed 
^mong them > but his portion was with the damned. 
Being dreadfilUy difturbed in his fleep, he endeavour*- 
^d to get from under the awful ftorm, and, catching 
faft hold of the bedftead, immediately awoke, and 
foon found hb confcience was as eSedually awakened 
as lumfelf. In great diftrefs of mind, he went weep* 
ing to feveral of his compahiods, telling diem the 
dream, and his prefent diftrefs on that account ; from 
whom he received no more fympathy than Judas, 
who confe0ed to the high prieft (in the anguifh of 
defpair) that he had " finned, ^d betrayed innocent 
blood i" whofe difconfolate anfwcr was, " What is 
that to us ? fee thou to that^" 

Howler, this dream appeared to come from God. 
^* God ipcaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth 
it not \ in a dream, in a vifion of the night, when 

deep fleep falleth on men ^" 

This dream proved fufficient to ftop the lips of 
contempt, to wither the ftrength of his tabernacle, 
caft him ipto a deep decline, and to lay him on his * 
death-bed. A friend of mine vifited him : and, by 
his own defire, I went and prayed by him, fpake to 

\ Hcb. xi. 3(5* ^ Mattt xxvii, 4. «* Job xxxiii. 14, 15. 

him, 
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Mm, and had fomc little hope of his foul's weMare. But 
a perfon under the alarm of wrath, and in the agomcs 
of death, pours fordi fuch confeflions and floods of 
tears, that it is difficult at times to diftingutfh be- 
twecn genuine repentance and that which is com* 
mon to nature. However, he foon went into eter- 
nity i and by this time knows certainly whether in- 
fpiration is really requifite or not. — His name was 
Munfield, 

Soon after this a woman, who had a kitchen ad- 
joining the room I preached in, and a chamber over 
it, invited a company of bargemen to come and 
drink with her. They opened the kitchen door, 
which ftood next the door of my meeting, ^here 
chey fat, and drank and fung together, in order to 
prevent me from being heard. This not having the 
defired effcd, (he went up flairs, and with the heels 
of her (hoes ftamped fo loud, that I could fcarcdy 
hear one ^ord which I uttered : but, finding I ftill 
proceeded, and the room being filled with hearers, 
they laid the following fcheme. This ungodly, 
drunken wretch, was to enter the meeting, and ftrikc 
any of the poor women who fit to hear the Word j 
.and, in cafe any of my friends fhoujd offer to hold 
her hands, or turn Jier out, Ihe was to cry * Murder,' 
as a fignal to the rebel hoft to enter to her affiftance. 
This was accordingly accompHfhed, The mob, 
entering, broke the doors to pieces, burnt afa-fbedda, 
and emptied foilage from a privy into the meeting, 
^fcer their batding, and breaking the feats to pieces, 
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this mafculine heroiac, and leader of the wretched 
crew, npc fatisfied with the mifchicf already donc^ 
broke an entire window all to Ihivcrs. The place 
of worlbip and myfelf being licenfed, we procured a 
warrant, and took fome of the offenders before a 
bench of magiftrates j but to no purpofe ; for I foon 
perceived by thcjr bitter appearance, that ** judgment 
was turned into gall, and the fruit of righteoufnels 
into hemlock %" So Trudi and Innocence went 
back mourning in lackcloth ; and well they migh^ 
when thfey faw their two Mers, Judgment and 
flquity, lay dead in the court. 

However, our adverfarics meeting with more en- 
couragement than us, we were attended home by 
them with their hats adorned with blue ribbands, 
&c. and on their arrival the whole parilh appeared 
in triumph; the bells were immediately rung, and 
my little cottage was befct on all fides ; my effigy 
then was made and burnt, a bla(phemous harangue 
delivered as a funeral fermon over this figure of 
ftraw and rags, and unutterable infojence was fung, in 
imitation of a folemn anthem. Upon this One and all 
cried out, they were for the High Church : and in- 
deed none could properly doubt of that who faw the 
)ieight of their wickednefs; for, had they been Turks 
or Pagans, they would have been afhamcd of fuch 
conduct. 

I fhut myfelf up for Ibme hours, and cried to 
i^bd, whofe difpleafure feemed to appear againft 

^ Amos vu i?» 

them. 
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thein> by iending a violent ftorm of rain^ wMch pot 
an end to their funeral proceffion. At that infbnt 
this word came with power to my hearty *' They 
that ftrive with thee (hail pcrifli ^" 

Some few da)rs after this my female adverfary 
being at a friend's houie of mine^ and in the fame 
room where I preached> he (pake to her of her 
dreadful wickedncfs. She replied, " I know he 
preaches the truth; but I fhall get worfe and 
worfe." Upon this my friend told her that Ihe 
had drank too much -, but her reply was, that (he 
Ihould be drunker before night> or words to that 
cfFcft, 

This poor creature had an afibciate, who lived 
near my litdc cottage, where they generally held 
their confultadons with a company of bargemen, 
who affifted them in executing their wicked defigns. 
The fame night ihe behaved io deiperate, that even 
the publicans themfelves turned her out of doors : 
ihe continued, however, to difturb the neighbour- 
hood till midnight, and at five o'clock the next 
morning was found dead at the door of her above-- 
mentioned intimate acquaintance. The neighbour* 
hood feemed much alarmed -, but prefendy after a 
ihouting was heard from feveral parts. I inquired 
into the caufe of this uproar; and. was informed that 
mylelf, or fome of my hearers, had laid violent hands 
upon her, for they traced her by drops of blood. A 
coroner was fent for> wd a jury called ; ^terwards 

^Ifa. xli. XI. 

a furgeoa 
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a fiirgeon was brought, C6 fee where the wound was 
given > but> on examination, it was found that her 
death proceeded from the efFe£ts of drinking, and 
not from any ftroke of violence. Thus was flic 
publicly expofed, to the fhame and confufion of all 
her wicked fex. — ^Her name was Barret. ^* Every 
morning doth the Almighty bring his judgments to 
light; he faileth not; but the unjuft knoweth no 
ihame s// . ' 

After this judgment had appeared in fb conlpicur- 
ous a manner, the joy and encouragement which 
ieveral of my enemies had received from the bench 
appeared for . a time viilbly to wither ; and Indeed 
the triumph of the wicked is but fliort at moft \ 
Many, I believe, were able to fee the flaming fword 
of God wielded in the defence of truth and inno- 
cency, though the temporal fword appeared a de- 
fence to vice. 

My congregation now enjoyed a little refpite, and 
we walked comfortably in. the ways of God j but 
this was of fhort duration. A gentleman, who cam« 
to live in the place, kept a great retinue of fervants ; 
who, by their number, countenance, and the aflift- 
ance of their maftcr's cellar, gave frefh life to the 
yanquiflied hoft. This caufcd my neighbours to 
rally their forces for a re- engagement But, aftei* a; 
few weeks hotter battle than the firft, God's Bow 
appeared bent again. One poor youth, who had 
long blalphcmed at the door, even in my face, when 

«Zeph iii. 5, *^Jobxx. 5. 

preaching. 
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piraching^ was taken il]> and put to bed tn tK^ 
fame evening a feUow-fcrvant went to fee how he 
didj and found him dangerbufly ill. He afked her 
what hour the clock ftruck. She anfwered, Eleven* 
« Oh,*' faid he, « at twelve I (hall run my laft." 
Accordingly, when the clock (Iruck twelve, he fworc 
a dreadful oath ; and divine vengeance immediately 
loofcd the hinge of his jaw ; it fell ; and, having fill-^ 
cd up the meafure of his fin, he was allowed to (wear 
no more* — ^This was another arrow from the quivef 
of God, 

This circumftance, however, put but Ittdc flop to 
the enraged mob. Countenanced as they were by the 
bench; encouraged from the pulpit; together with the 
afliftance which they received from the parifti offi- 
cers ; thefe were fufficient to ftrengthen any hands 
againft Chrift, efpccially where preventing grace is 
withheld. Soon, therefore, were our doors and 
windows broken to pieces again j and even part of 
a neighbour's wall was pulled down, to furnifti them 
with materials for mifchief. The owner of the wall, 
not being a man of our lineage, applied to a clergy- 
man, (who held the temporal fword of God) and h^ 
found rcdrefsi the enemies being obliged to build 
up the wall again at their own expcnfe : but, as to 
the damage which we had fuftained, we could pro- 
cure no redrefs ; confequently were obliged to re- 
pair the injury done at our own coft. This effec- 
tually convinced us that our vain repetitions, for- 
merly put up in a ftate of ignorance, for magiftrates 

to 
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to receive grace, " to execute juftice, and to main- 
tain truth,'* were never heard ; becaufe Truth ap- 
peared the greatefl: enemy that they had. 

Some time after this a man came into the meet- 
ing, at a time while I was preaching, dreffcd in a 
woman's bonnet, petticoat, and a black oil-fkin 
doak ; his face fmearcd with tallow, and coloured 
with foot: he placed himfelf in ^ corner of the 
room, and Hood motionlefs, till the audience were 
thrown into confufion, and then he withdrew. The 
next day we were hooted through the village, and' 
were told that the devil had made his appearance at 
our meeting the night before : and fo the event 
nearly juftified; for, not many days after, this very 
man was fent to Kingfton jail for debt; bur, as he * 
was a friend to the High Church, a minifler, and 
fome others, raifed a contribution, in order to releafe 
him ; which in a fhort time was efFedted accordingly. 
However, although he again appeared abroad, he 
never afterwards infulted us : but one day as he was 
fitting in his chair, the devil entered into him in re- 
ality ; for he jumped up, cried out, ran to the Bible 
and Common-Prayer feook quite diftradcd; then 
rulhed into the ftreet; and was obliged to be 
brought into the houfc again by force, and put to 
bed. He told his fellow- perfecutors that he fhould 
have one more race, and that would be his laft 5 then 
made his efcape a fecond time : and, with no other 
covering but his fhirt, ran into the Red Lion yard, 
where he was again fecured, brough back, drefied, 

and 
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and fet in a chair. A third time^ however> he 
efcaped.from all their hands, and ran down what is 
called Moulfcy-lanc, his fellow periccutors purfuing 
him; and, when they had fecured him> he bit at them 
like a dog. By force they brought him back again, 
and once more fet him ia his chair, where fhortly 
he clofcd his eyes in death.— His name was Scurv- 
ing : by trade a barber. Thus God " caft upon 
them the fierceneis of his anger> wrath, and indig- 
nation, and trouble, by fending evil angels among 
them '." 

After this awful difplay of divine vengeance, wc 
had, if I may be allowed the exprefTion, a cefiadon 
of arms -, and were allowed to aflemble together for 
prayer and preaching without going with our lives 
in our hands. The femily, whofe fervants generally 
led the van, returned to London for the winter fca- 
Ion. And now we began to think we had fought 
« as good fpldiers of Chrift Jefus ^," and through 
God's everlafting love, " were more than conque- 
rors V Our enemies fhut their mouths at us, and we 
were in hopes that the laft bow that was bent had 
difcharged the arrowy of the Lord's deliverance ^. 

Accordingly, wc were now favoured with fome 
comfortable meetings j our hearts were happily unit- 
ed to each other ; and, the more dangers we waded 
through, the more confpicuous did the hand of God 
appear, and the more invincible we found his armour 
to be. 

^ Pfid. IxxvUi. 49. k 2 Tim. li. )• ^ Rom, vlii. 37. 

"2 Kings xiii. 17. 
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In this day of prolperity we were joyful ; but, after 
a, few months were over, came the day of advcrfity> 
in which we were obliged to confider ' ; finding, by 
wofiil experience, that it is '* through much tribula- 
tion we muft enter the kingdom of God^'' 

In the fpring following xh6 family returned tp 
Ditton, which gave freih hope and* life to our ad- 
verfaries, who iiad hitherto met with nothing but a 
conftant defeat; therefore on tlie next preaching 
mght they made a frefh attempt at Lot's door, to fee 
if their former allies would join them again in this 
impious and unjuftlfiable war ; which they accord- 
ingly did. They then threw bricks and ftones, until 
there was not a pane of glafs left* The window 
fliutters, which were an inch thick, and barred acrois, 
were alfo (battered to pieces; infomuch that wc 
were obliged to flop i]p all the windows with brick- 
work, totally exclude the ufe of glafs, and ever 
afterwards make ufe of candle both in fummer and 
winter. 

When the engagetnent was finifticd, wc were in- 
formed that our enemies held a council how they 
Ihould be marihalled the next ledure night. An up- 
per fervant, in a certain family, undertook to muf- 
ter an army, and bound himfelf^ with many oaths, 
that he would pull the fellow (meaning me) out of 
.his bole, as he was pleafed to term the pulpit. But 
in this undertaking he had no better fuccels than 
d^ forty Jews, who bound themfelvcs with a great 

* Bcclef. vii« 14. ^ AAs xiv. 22. 
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curfc, that they would neither cat nor drink till rhey 
had killed PaiiP." The evening arrived; I heard 
them found to arms, attended with a band of rough 
Hitific. Some called in the fcattered troops from 
their refpeftive quarters by ringing the church bells^ . 
'fome with oaths and halbos (houted for the battle ; 
while others were no lefs btify in ftorming the place 
with bricks and ftones. I fat at home and heard 
their uproar, till my very foul funk within me ; and 
indeed I entertained fome thoughts of turning " back 
in the day of battle '.*' But this word foon put my 
cowardice to flight, '^ He that will fave his life fhaU 
lofe It, and he that will lofe his life for myTake> and 
the Gofpcl's Ihall find it\" I then left my habitat 
tion, and went through the confufed ranks of thk 
e:nraged hoft to our place of worfliip, with no other 
armour than half a grain of faith in my heart, and a 
little Bible in my pocket. Thus armed I delivered 
my meflage, and returned home in' fafety; cfcaping 
the threatening of their ungodly leader, who happen'- 
*cd, it fcemed, to be abfcnt. We were afterwards 
informed he was fent on that day to London ; bur, 
fearing he fliould return too late, rode furioufly in 
'his way home, that he might fave his oath, and exe- 
cute his promife. But, ere he arrived within the 
fliout of their camp, his horfe threw him ; he was 
conveyed to a public houfe, where he lay in his blood 
many days. Thus his horfe, as well as Balaam's afe^ 



^Adls xxiii, 12, ^Pfal. Ixxviii 9. 'Matt. x. 39, 
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Wely Fought for Ifrael, though their riders Ikrerc: 
mad enough to fight againil them. 

Surely Gdd will take his own part againft thofe: 
who intend evil againft Him ; ^i they imagined al 
mifchievom device^ which they were not able to pctv. 
form : therefore ihalt thou make them tizrn their; 
back, when thou (halt make ready thin^ arrows jopoib 
thy firings againft the face of tkern*.-* /* * .v 

This " divination againft Ifrael" not having the de-s 
fired t&&, a council was held among the pariiht 
ofiicersi who ordered a dinner at a public houfe j^ 
and, their confultation being ended, they came' to* 
the following refolytion, yiz.— that a bench of ma- 
giftrates fhould be informed of my having intruded; 
myfelf into their parilh without having gained any, 
legal fcttlement; and that, if poflible, a fummons* 
Ihoukl be immediately procured, after the juftice^ 
were informed that a fcUow who came in there to fo* 
journ only would now needs be a judge ^ , 

Firft, a complaint was laid againft my dame's fruit-- 
fiil womb, which generally brought forth once a yean: 
Said they, ** He has a large family." But furely this 
was no great crime, feeing we are commanded to in- 
creaie and multiply ^—^After this my poverty was 
exclaimed againft -, which none experienced the bad 
cfFedts of, except myfelf, as I always took care to 
pay my debts ^ and, if poverty and honefty be 
coupled together, they furely favour more of virtud 
than of vice i this> therefore, could be no great 

•Ffal. xxi. 1 1» 12. . 'Gen. xix. ^ *■ Gen. t. ai. 
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fin, becsuft God maketh poor ud olakedi ridi-^if 
is He that brjmgcth low, and lifteth up.. Mf occu* 
patkm was fext hid in the bidancc» and was fibund to 
be no more Iran the hdx>ricus caiUi^ of ooal-heaving, 
at ten 'flnUings per week. ^* A poor maiv that op-^ 
preflfcth the poor, is like s fiveq)fa9 rain which kav« 
ech nofeodV*^And» laftly^ die greateft erime of all 
was, that I, with fuch a £unily-<i^o poor, fo ig^iorant 
9 petibn, and only an intruder into tteir parifli— 
flioold prtfume c» be a jN-eachers yea, preach too 
againft the church, the paribni and all the parifli ! 
Thb charge, indeed, wai^ trues and none could help 
k, if they preached God's W6{d. A lummons was 
aficordrngly-fent; and much general jey app^uied at 
the thou^ts of removing this enemy* of the churdi. 
They then went and informed a neighbour of mine 
what feats they had performed, which doubdds de« 
ferved all praile, as it was done in defence of the 
church. This neigKboor ieoretly fent for me, in- 
femiing.me of their proceedings againft me; and, as 
he was a colleftor of the King's taxes, he received 
the tax from me, and gave me a receipt, in order to 
fettle me there as a parifhioncr. When the day ar- 
rived I obeyed the fummons j and, as my poverty 
had been reprefented in a deplorable light, I took 
care to appear as weU dreffed as poflible. A certain 
gcndcman, who feared God, attended to flipply mo 
with money, if any was wanting. Two s^dmies at 
law, likewiie, came from London, to afibrd me any 

^Prov.xxviii. 3. 

oflUUnce 
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'affiftance thtt I might require* Xhefertwo^ntfe'' 
men demamled <^ the Qiagiftraiaes my le^ right to 
the ' parifli of Thames-Dittoiu fix^ as a licenled 
minifters and^ fecoodly;, as toying p^iid .the King's 
taxesi which the bench granted. A gemkman,.took 
mt into a,carnage> and carried me Jiomei .while my 
enemies were branded iHth (hamej God's vifible Uiaft 
appearing ^9 pl^ii^ on the meafures of ^is wift 
Sanhedrim. At iby return I gathered my flock to* 
gether^ and defivered a difcourfe frdm this text^ 
^♦Thcy Uid among the heathen. They fhall no 
more fojourn there '.*' But God fays the bounds of 
.our habitation are fixed : and (o w^e found at; fot 
another poor man, whom they iiippofed to be an 
jenemy alfo to their church, was likewife fummoned 
before the-boich, who caqie home a parifhiooer as 
well as ihyfeif : fo they^/could neither recnoye the ring- 
leader, nor the Second in command. When we had 
jSnifhed our devotions we parted in peaee and happ»» 
nefsj faying as Ifrael did of old# ^' Many a time haw 
they affliftcd ps from our youth up, but they hai^ 
not preyaijed .^jnft us^" nor is it likely they 
ever will, while God has ^ finglc foul to call by his 
grace. ^ I will work,^' feys God, " and Ift^ho Ihall 
let it ?" This world is a ftage for adtion^ a icaffoM 
for workj and a place of graves for reft -, and, when 
the human race fhall have afted dieir feveral parts, 
the building of Mercy wiJl be complete -, and, when 
the dead have had their appointed repofci. Time fhall 

» Lam. XV. 15. f Pfal. cxxij. i, 2, 

(?3 ftrifcft 
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ftrikc his laft number, and that fhall bring on the 
midnight cry, " Behold, the Bridegroom cometh* !** 
Then this ftage fhall conro down, the fcaSbld (hall 
be ftruck, and ail that fleep in their graves Ihall 
awake, *' ibme to everlafting life, and fomc to jhame 
^nd everlafting contempt *." Then ihall appear the 
iSun of righteoufnefs, whole glorious beams (hall 
J)ring on the blcffed morning of eternal day, in which 
the upright fhallfurely have dominion''. 

Wp ipadc fcveral attempts to bring thcfe oflFcn- 

« 

ders to juftice ; but all our endeavours proved in 
Tain i for Satan is not divided againft himfelf i if he 
was, how (hould his kingdom (land "" ? 

Our difappointment in this refpect gave freOi en^ 
couragement to our enemies i they crying out in 
^triumph, " There is no law for them 5" and that 
Jbey might do juft what they pleafed. Accordingly, 
^o men came one night, one of whom was a Romaa 
Xatholic. They fwore at me in a moft awful man- 
lier, -even it\ tjie meeting. One of them foon after 
fell out of a boat into the Thames ; but, through the 
. tender mercy of pur God, his life was faved : ancl, 
not many days after, the other fell overboard alfoj 
Whofe efcape was fo narrow, that there was fcarccjy 
^ ftep between him and death. This awfully alarm- 
ed his confcience, and his vifage proclaimed the ter- 
rors of his mind j his very joints were loofed, and 
J^is knees fmote together. Thefc circumftai^ces 



* Matt. XXV. 6. * Dan. xii. 2. 

^'ffjd. xlix. 14. «Matt. xii. z6. 
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ftmck them fo forcibly, that, as they were om day at 
dinner, they remarked what an unlucky place DittoA 
was, as nothing but misfortunes had befallen them 
ever fince they came thither. Fortune^ Luck, and 
Chance, are the Trinity of fools ; had they been wife 
men, they would have looked higher. 

The Lord's difpleafure was vifibly feen iii another 
judgment* which appeared among the ringecs, who 
frequently rang the church bells, cither to drown my 
voice, or to fummon their fellow companions in mif- 
chief to diftiirb me and thofe who attended on my 
miniftry. One Sunday evening, in particular, they 
had been ringing; and, after the peal was over they 
went to wreftlingi in which cruel game, on God's 
facrcd day, one received a fall and broke his leg, and 

• now is gone " to the houfe appointed for all liv- • 
ing \ 

Another poor hardened youth had got himfelf en- 
-tangled in a bell rope, and toffed Jn fuch a manner 
as obliged him to apply to an hofpital in Lx)ndon, 
from whence he returned, but ftill remains a cripple. 
^— Thus God " ftriketh them as wicked men in the 
open fight of others ^" 

But what Ihall I fay ? An ignorant mind, an im- 
penitent heart, and a feared confcience, are a coat of 
mail put on by the devil ; and co be left to live and 
die in it is an awful judgment from God. Our Sa- 
viour calls it " Satap's armour wherein he truftcth," 

^ When the Lord taketh away that, the fpoil is fai4 to 

** J^ob XKX^ 23, * Job xxxjv. -26. 
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be divided ; diat is, at I conceive, the deyU tajces Ae 
ftrmour, and.the Saviour both the body and fqtQ .? 
Without either iee or reward, I preached amoi^ 
the inhabitants of Th^mes-Ditton "c^unng fix .yean 
fucceffively, and fcldom went a day )co prayer dry- 
<yed before God during the whole time. But God 

anfwered my prayers into my own bofom, and them 

. ■ * ■ ~i ' * ' ^ • 

to the conflifion of their faces. How dreadful, then, 
muft the flate of that |>eople be, when the ht^rts of 
thofe who fear God are hardened againfl: them, the 
moyth of prayer ftopped for them, and G^d declare^ 
that his Spirit fhall no n^ore ftrive with them ! It is 
well for fuch if the inhabitants of Sodom and Gom.or* 
rah do not fare Ibetter in the general jj^gment than 
they f . 

The perfon* yrjbom I mcnd9nc;d^ at the l^^eginnii^ 
of this treatife as officiaiting prieft, and who perform- 
ed the mock funeral iblemnity when my ^fiigy was 
burnt, foon after found the terrors of a guilty coq- 
icience, and declared that the infernal fiends puriiioj 
him wherever he w^nt At one time he leaped jnto 
a pond ; but was got out with fafety ; afterwards h^ 
attempted to throw himfclf fron) a window ; but was 
happily prevented. In (hort, Jbis intelleds were 
much impaired for a conljdcrable time; buj: fincc 
that he }s a little rccgvered. However, to this day 
he labours under many afBii^ions ; apd J hopp in the 
Lord that> he hath feen his error. I am informed 
|that^ when he was afked by fbme of his comp^ions 

' Luke xi* aa, < Luke x. i a. 
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«|us anfwer .was> V Let them ^^ne, th^ are wifer thw 



wc.'' 



OhJ it -is awful to wage war ag^il Chrillj who|i 
jthe Lord 0/ Hofl:s^ $n%^^ M^ batde. He is per^ 
petualhr mouoced on his white horfe. and carries a 
bent bow againft his adyeri^nes^ fis .y^eU z,% ajcrowpi 
for his friehds.-r«f ^ And I ^w> and behold a whke 
horie: and he that fat on him had a bowj and a 
crown was given unjpo liinxi and he wept forth. con* 
tjuering and^^tp conquer ^/' God grant that the poor 
jtnan ma/ lind grace Jp his fight (as He has deliveicd 
him j&om pouring contempt on his word and com*^ 
mandnient)> and r^cpve an anfwer to that peridpa 
which is often put up in hypof nfy, namely^ ,*/ l<*or;^v,c 
our enemies, perfecucors,* and flanderers. and turn 
their hearts/* ' 

Notwithilanding d>at j^e Aln^^ty had di^l^e^ 
)^is judgments in io confpicuous a manner upon ithem^ 
yet they mpft awfully perfifted in perfecuting usi 
inlbmuch that Ibme, who formerly encoura^d them 
in th$ir wickedne& fe$:redy> have ^been alhamed 
^hen in the morning thej have beheld our ihattered 
meeting, and the road covered with bricksj ftones^ 
and old tin ware ; which kft article was ufed by this 
rebellious band of rough muficians i? order to drown 
;my voice, and confufe me in my preaching. One 
^ight, when I was difcourfing from this folemn paf* 
^e, V The refurredbion of the dead, and of eternal 

■^Rc?. vi. 2. 
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judgment^/' a pcrfon who ftood at the door » 
mock, make a riot, and difturb the congregation^ 
uttered this awful expreffion when I concluded, 
^ D — ^n the fellow, all that he has faidas lies'!" and 
went his way. But not many days after, as he was riding 
in a fingle-horfe chaifc (being much intoxicated with 
liquor), and driving furioufly, he overthrew his car- 
riage againft fome pieces of timber, one of which his 
head pitched upon, and broke his jaw-bone. He re- 
ceived a wound quite through his check, and had one 
of his ears almoft beat ofF. When he got up he faid, 
''O God ! why am I fo drunk r" In confequence of 
this he was confined to his bed many days; and after 
being a little recovered, and his perfecuting fpirit 
being fomewhat checked, whenever he met me or 
my wife, he always addrcflcd us civilly. 

Here God feemcd to fingle out the offending 
members: the mcuth that had curfed and the ear 
that had heard were diftinftly puniftied, which gave 
me fome room to hope that he faw his error. How- 
ever, the wounds which he had received in this M 
proved incurable j his cheek in particular bafikd the 
efforts of the moft fkilful, laid him on a fick bed 
again, and finally in his grave. I fliall forbear men- 
tioning his name, nor fhall I defcend to any particu- 
lars relative to his death i choofing rather to fupprc6 
them, as his widow, who lives in London, often at- 
tends my miniftry, and is, as I am informed, a wo-» 
man who truly fears God. 

•^Heb. vi.<«. 

ThU 
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This violent pcrfecutioiv which continued Co many 
years, was partly owing to a woman that formed aa 
infamous and unlawful connexion with a certain gen- 
tleman in the commiffion of the peace, who rcfidcJ 
at ibme dift^nce from Ditton. This hireling lady 
complained to him about my preaching the Gofpe^ 
it being fo ofFenfive to her; and indeed it was no 
wc^nder, when her unhallowed calling was fo offen- 
five to the Gofpel of Chrift. No fooner was this 
grievous complaint made than attended to : for there 
came a man to me, juft as I was going into the pul- 
pit, (accompanied with a number of others, to -aid 
and affift him, if need required) who dcfired me to 
produce my licenfe, and likewife the licenfe of the 
meeting; informing me at the fame time that he 
was authorized to make inquifition. After much 
threatening, I afccnded the pulpit, and preached 
from thefe words ; '* And now. Lord, behold their 
threatenings ; and grant unto thy fervants that with 
all boldnefs they may fpeak thy word, by ftrctching 
•forth their hand to heal ; and that figns and wonders 
may be done by the Name of thy Holy ChiJii 

Jcfus \" 

The next time that I preached the perfon above- 

mentioned came again, and defired to know my au- 
thority for preaching. I accordingly Ihcwed him 
my licenfe. But the man of the houfe, where the 
meeting was held, reflifed to fhew the licenfe for the 
p^ceting : this caufed much difturbance, and a great 

* Ads iv. 29, 30, 

niany 
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many threats. Notwicbftandiirg tlus, I wei|t<]p ud 
|>rcached from the follow^ texts ^ Hn^me not 
charged you that you ibpuid no more teach nor 
preach in this name i and, bejiold^ yo«i hare fSki 
Jcm&kfn with your ^oAriJie; and do you intend tg 
^bnog this M«l[>'s blood upon us ^ ?'' 

Thefe .troyblefocne pco^Ac came a third titnc« 
pakingjthe iame kkid of riot as Jbefore ; upon ^hich 
1 preached frpm this te^ 3 ^' And daily in the tem^ 
jde> and in eyery houfe, they cesUibd tug, to teach ^nd 
loprea^chJcfusChr^V^ 

At length we eTi(|entIy faiy one part of the chuith 
|ervice> wh^ch is ofiered up:i>y our periecujEsors^ an* 
£rered and ^Ifilted in our behalf, oaiQdy» '* disc 
tbok evils, ^hjich the cr^ ^nd fub^lqr cf the devil 
or man^ worldng againft us, were brought to noi^gbt, 
and by the orovidence of God's great goodoe& they 
were dtiperfed , that we his iervants^ beii^ hurt by 
00 per^utions, may evermore ^ve thanlf s unto him 
fn his holy church, through Jefus Chrift." 

It is to be feared that fuch magiftrates wiU cut a 
jpoor figure w^ien they zfupcur before the JiK%e of 
quick ^i^d dead, to ^ve an account of their adminif- 
tratiop of juftice $ inftead of which ihey have made 
i^emfelves on earth as ^aps (o .enfiiare ibuls £ar 
Satan* And t^ofe women can fytc no b$fter, who 
have hired themfelyes oyt in the fcrvicc of fin, the 
jvages of which is death, in all its latitude ". 

Sinpe I quitted my houfe at Ditton, the woman | 

* 4fts V. 28. ■ Afts V. J^z. "Kom. vi. 23. 
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a&jde to luis been defiverod of a child> md aftcr waw fa 
dcfertcd by her ketpen Ahd aaother of thofe 
itaockers at the glorbus Gofpd of die Son of God 
has been fixsiid drowttcd m a pond. Pnmdence 
frovaing on hb circiimftamlies, and he being-involved 
in debt, luve kd people to^fufpefbhe was his own 
e^cecudoner. Another ringleader of this unlawibl 
iRift has fince eloped with a fum of money, not hit 
owji ftropcrty, kavbg a wife and femily to the mer-* 
ey of an bhofpicabk world Several others, too^ 
who were the moft unwearied in perfecucing us, feem 
to lead a moft defperate life of rebellion againft God? 
awi no wonder ; for, if the Goipel be not *' a favour 
of life unto life,'' it is '' a favour of death unto 
death ^'' Therefore they that preach that Goipel 
are ^ a fweet favour unto God, both in them that are 
iftved and in them that perifh ^'' 

When I left the parifli of Ewcl (mentioned in the 
former part of this treatife) there were two men ^o 
had been very bitter enemies to die Goipel which I 
had preached among them. One c^ thefe men &c^ 
quendy afl&ulted me on. the high road ; made wry 
iaces ;• or, as his infolence termed it, looked me out 
of countenance ; and ufed every effort to provoke 
me to anger. His wife frequently attended my 
miniflry; which circumftancc gave him great of- 
fence, and for this he often beat and abufed her. At 
one time, in particldar, he took her out of bed, beat 
her in the mofl cruel manner with a laige ftafi^ and 

• a Cor. iL 16, p 2 Cor. ii. i j. 

afcerwards 



afterwards turned her out of doors naked on ' E!wel 
Common, and thus expofed her to die rigour of a 
frofty night. In the morning following he went in 
fearch of her, and was under fome apprehenfion that 
ibe had perifhed through the feverity of the weather* 
At lail he found the poor fuffering woman, who had 
taken Ihelcer in a hovel among fome flraw, icarceljr 
alive; where, in all probability, had Ih^ remained a 
little longer, (he would have fallen a vi£iim to htS' 
brutality. But an all- feeing God fuiFered him not long* 
to feign i he was foon after vifited with a long and ie^ 
vere fit of ilbefs, during which time he defired to lee. 
ine. I accordingly attended him once or twice from 
Ditton. He feemed much cKftrcflcd, read and wept 
Continually ; but appeared very ignorant of the plan 
of falvation to the lad moment of his life. Thus 
" man giveth up the ghoft, and where is hcT'— ». 
This nian's name was Sargeant* 

Another man was likewife a great oppofer of thd 
Gofpel^ though in a private manner $ he would noc 
infult us publicly, but circulated many dreadful falfe<^ 
hoods, to make us and religion appear contemptible/ 
The holy fcriptures, prayer, and every thing that ia 
iacred, he treated with derifion. He affirmed tha( 
our praying confifted in crawling after a cat, in order 
to fee who could catch her firft : and this grofs abfur- 
dity he declared was a truth, and that he himfelf had 
been an eye-witnefs to the ceremony. The Bow of 
God^ however^ foon flopped this rebel's tongue ^ fpr^ 

«Job xiv. lo^ 

as 
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is lie was one day driving (as it is tettncd) a ftovc of 
gunpowder^ confiiting of many barrels, the drying- 
houfe took fire within, which communicated the fire 
to the fievcs of p<%der ; and all immediately went 
upi kveUed the building with the ground, and da(h* 
td the poor fcofier ^t the Word of God and prayer 
into eternity in one moment, without fo much as al^ 
lowing him to call on his Name ! — The name of the 
man was Gatten. 

We may truly fay with David, " How terrible arir 
Aou in thy works, O Lord ! through the greatncfe 
of thy power (hall thine enemies fubmit tfaemfelvc^ 
unto thee \" 

' 1 1 Ihall reft fatisfied with adducing the foregoing 
inftances of the goodncfs and mercy of God to me 
and my littk flock. Through all the threatcnings, 
ftonings, and fightings, widi which we were affailed, 
God ftill prefcrved us. And furcly, '* if it had not 
been the Lord who was on our fide, when men rofe 
up againft us, then they had fwallowed us up quick, 
when their wrath was kindled againft us. BleflTed be 
the Lord, who hath not given us a prey to their 
fceth'/* 

' Thus, Chriftian reader, have I briefly related ho^ 
God " bent his bow, and made it ready '," and how 
He fhot out his arrows, and deftroyed the perfecu- 
tors". If my reader is one of the number who can 
open his' mouth againft the religion of Jefus Chrift, 



'Pfal. kvi. 2. •Pfal- cxxiv. 2, 3, 6. ' Pfal. vii. 12. 

•P{4LcxUv.6^ . 
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he had better fie down firft» and cbnfult with hi'mfelf 
whether he is able> haUd jbifting in hami> although to 
the number of teii* thou(and/to meet Him that com* 
eth againflrhim with twenty thoufand. If he is not, 
he had better fend an embad&ge of confefiion and 
prayer, while He is a great way ofl^ and defire the 
conditions of Go^>ei peace''. Real religion is the 
caufe of God ; and, whoe/er oppofcs it> God will de* 
6hd it. No opponent can conquer in this battle. 
^ There is none like the God of Je&urun, who rid* 
eth on the heavens in his people's help> and in hb 
excellency on the fkies." 

Perhaps, reader, thou art one who art happily 
delivered from* this impious war> and made willing 
to be a good foldier of Jefus : if ib, then rejoice with 

Paul, and fay> *' he hath (hewed forth all long-fuf- 
fering and patience in me, as a pattern to others who 
fiiall hereafter believe on him to life eternal*' But, 
if thou art one of the perfecuted, take encouragement 
fit>m hence ; ftand fed m the Lcml, and watch his 
hand '< God (hall (hoot at thy enemies with an 
arrow i fuddenly (hall they be wounded So they 
Ihall make their own tongue to &11 upon themfelves: 
all that fee them (hall flee away. And all men (hall 
fear, and (hall declare the work of God i for they 
(hall wifely confider of his doings '•'* 

^ Luke xir. 31. ' Pfal. bdv. 7, 8, 9. 



THX INDv 



The Child of Liberty in Legal Bondage^ 

OR 

!Z7ie Son and Heir in the Servant's Yohe ; 



A SERMON, 

PREACHED AT MONK WELL- STREET MEETINGi 

SEPTEMBER 9> 1794. 

By miLIAM tlUNTINGtON.S.S. 



V • 



MINISTER OF THE GOSPBL » 
AT PROVIDENCE CHA?£L, LITTLE TITCHF1SLD->STREBT« 



^ 



l»RICB ONE 8HULINO, 



I 

The Child ofLilerty in Legal Bondage, 

OR 

The Son and Heir in the Servant's Yoke ; 

A SERMON, 



FREACHED AT MONKWELL-STREET MEETING, 

SEPTEMBER 9, 1794. 



By JFILUAM HUNTINGTON, S.S. 

MINISTER OP THE GOSPEL 
AT PROVIDBNCB CHAPEL, LITTLE TITCHFI£LS*8TREET. 



I am iliat up, I canaot come forth* Psalm Ixxxviii. 8. 

Thoo haft chaffed me, and I wu chaftiledy as a bullock nnaccuftomed t6 
the yoke. Jia. zzxi. i8. 






THIRD EDITION. 



LOliJDONs 

PEINTKD BY T. BENSLBT, BOLT COURT, PLBBT^T&BET» 

Sold at Proridence Chapel on Monday and Wednefday Evenings, and at Monk. 
well-Street Meeting on Tueiday Eveniiigi ; by T. Green, No. 93, and 

^1. Baker, No. aa6y Oxford-Street ; George Calladine* Bookfeller, Le!« 
cefter.$ Benjamin Gateward, Watchmaker, Hitchin, Herts; Thomas 
BaHton, Market Place, Grantham, Lincolnshire j at the Chapel la ^h< 
Cliff, Lewet, Suflex; by A. Batten, fen. Wcllwyn^ Hcrti; and by 
J. Jamefop, Penrith^ Cumberland. 

1802. 



»» 



i . 



To MR.HUNTINGTON, 

londoD/Sept l(^ 1794. 

B.£y. AND DEAR SIR, 

— • • .4 

As I underfiand you are fi^quendy troubled^ and 
put to unncceflary expenfe^ with imperdnent and 
unedifying letters^ I humbly beg excufc for troubling 
you again at this time> hoping you will not have rea* 
Jbn at leaft to complain of the impertinence of this 
letter, however much <^its ignorance^ and none at 
all of its expenfe. I had the happincls laft nighty as 
in the good providence of God I have often had be* 
fore^ to hear you at Monkwell-flxeet Chapel on the 
text <' Stand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath 
^f made us fre^," ^c: with much fatisfa£tion> and^ 
I hope by the blefiing of Gody with fome edification, 
I tbinkj if, a6^r fuda a fermon^ and the doctrines 
contained in and enforced by it, your adverlaries con* 
tinue to iiiTift upon the danger of your doctrines, and 
the error of your judgmentasa Minifter of the GoC» 
pel> th^ muft form an hypotljefis by nulice and 
prej\|dice>and ufe the argun)ent3 from falfehood and 
flandcn There is no doubt but that, if a man be 
made an offender for a word, or his own natural 
mode of expreflion> who among men (^hoare all, 
at. the beil^ but imperfed), who Wong them ihaU 

A3 cfcape 
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cfcape judgment and condemnation? only, however, 
as it is happy for them, by their own brethren, fallible 
as themfelves, and accountable to the judgment, and 
liable to the doftdcrttaattort,* ^Awut' repeAtance, of 
him who is only impartial and jufl:. According to 
m^eakLJudgmeitti yt)u fully fettled the difpute with 
your adverfaries refpefting Antinomianifm, and re- 
moved the fmallcft doubt (to* any one"^ of the ortho- 
dbcBy . of yonf |jrineiptes refpcAidg* tftc beHdrer"^ 
fimidm from the bw.as « cqvenaiit of woidcs^ and 

, of fubjeiftioi» to it as a ru^ of oKadacoce for life, or 
as X rulv€€4ibedrence at ali, only at d tranfcrqpt nf 
the nioral perftdnons of God, and pcrfed ftandafd 
of righte^nfed^ f wifich is wmvgbt out by ]e&a 
Chrifticflr ^ whonv the Father has giveti hia^ and 
zppiiiA td fhem through the &rth of die operation of 
ht^'8f>kit^ itbich workv by lov^i and, as k is perfeft 
and pure, and abounds to God and re^^ h a fulffll^ 
ing erf the law. Your eorrel^ndenf, whom you 
friintioned laft n?"ght, appears to me to be juft fuch 
a ihlii in principle as your adverfaries miftake you 
for. Acc6rding to what you nnentbncd of him, as 
afjpcafs to mft, he is aft Antinoftiian Jn the proper 

* fenfe of the word. When he is once freed from the 
fcrtfible bondage of the law, he fecms to flatter him* 
felf he has nothing to f<iar from its power (at to 
bondage) for ever again. Btit I am afraid he foon 
^fll, as ufual, if wt aright know ourfelves, and die 
law, and Its author, and at the ikme time examine 
our own dilpofitions and practice for one week, 

much 
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much more a month or year» tb^t wt fltall be con^ 
demnfl4 by (H^rfelv^fi^ and Ihut up i that we cap 
cbtaiQ^ np ^eliefj but by the fame iK>wei; that lookd 
tbp bopds of our fpiritual death. But I need oo^ 
Sir^ mention thefe things to you, neither do I qa 
amy. other account but tp cxpreis my own naind to 
you as a friend, not as attempting in any re4>e£i: to 
inflxu& one at whofe feet I am happy to karn. I 
could not help h& night obferving the wifdom and 
tfutb of God in nuking all things work for gogd 
tp them (hat love him^ when I had the happinefs to 
hear fuch a iermon, occafioned (as I fuppofc) chiefly 
by the incidcxit of your correlpondent's letter ; and 
i^ to me a further proof of the utility of atgiunent^. 
and Gvtn ip fome degree of cqntroverfy, in the dif- 
covcry ^nd defence pf the truth.— I hiraibly think. 
Sir, after prepariag fuch a fermon^ and not only 6y, 
but in immediate anfwer to fuch objections, and in 
cjefencc of fuph doftrincsi wfeich I believe you your- 
fclf are fuppofed by many to condemn ^ it would bo 
bQth dqing injuftice to yoifrfeli^ and witiihoj^ing^ 
frpm (he public ^ yalualpl^ mpan$ of inf^^9q, if 
ypij dp not publifh it. 4bout fix weeks ago, whea 
you preachfd at Mqnkwell-ftreet the iermon 09 the 
abolition of the authprity pf j^^. Mw pyer bsU^vem 
in Chrift, I was (J muft coniefs) fo much takeq 
with it, that I would have almoft given any thing 
for a copy of it ; but did npt thipk it was poflible 
you coul4 have time, and take the trouble, to write 
out at length fuch a copious difcpurfe before deli* 

A 4 vcryi 



veiy ; and, if even you had attempted it afterward*, 
ydu could* hot have come any thing at all near the 
fehtiments, not to fay precife words ; but, when 
(tJj my greit fatisfaftion) I ,found it publifhed al- 
mb'flrwdrd for word as it was delivered from die 
pWpit/I'mufffty I'wasmuch furprifed,' and could 
not help admirmg- fcoth 'the natural and gracious 
q^ualrfications of the author. By the publication of 
that fermon I believe. Sir, you have at once de- 
fended your own caufe and that of truth j while you 
haVc favoured the pubKc at large, and thofe who 
heard it in particulari with an inftruftive and edify^ 
in^ difcourfc on the fubjeft. I, among others, was 
niihded to folicit the publication of it, and would 
afttially have taken the liberty, if it had not been 
for die rcafons above mentioned — ^that I did not 
think you could either have writlen it before, or 
could remember It with any degree of precifion af- 
terwards. — However, I do not think this preached 
laft night any thing inferior to it 3 and on this ac- 
count, Sir, r would earneftly beg of you, that, as 
ybii' regard the vinditation of your chara6ter^ and 
jrouf fuccefs as a minifter of the gofpel:of Chrift in 
the converfion of finners, and the edification of 
faints, either immediately, in your own connexion, 
or niore at large, you will favour them with the 
publication of it. 

I am. Sir, 

ypur's, with due cfteem, 

N. F ^H. 
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To Mr.HUNTINGTON. 

SIR, 

I D ESI HE to return my finccrc thanks to Almighty 
God for hearing and anfwcring my rcqucft, in fend- 
ing you forth this morning to dcfcribe the very 
feelings of my poor foul ; for I did not know it was 
got under bondage to the law ; I thought I was an 
hypocrite^ and I defired the L-ord to fend you to 
fliew me if I w^ ; and, if not, that you might bring 
forth fome faint that had been in my ftate ; which 
the Lord has condefcended to do. The Lord 
grant me a grateful heart for his great mercies. 
Dear Sir, pray for me, that the Lord may bring 
my foul out of this prifon, that I may praifc his 
holy name ; and may the Lord give you a double 
portion of bis Spirit, 

From your fincere daughter, 

p. T. 

Sept. 14, i7eKt 
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PREFACE. 



COURTEOUS READER^ 

There arc but few of God*s children, Iiovcvcr 
darkji weak> or rickety, but what underfland fbme- 
thing of Satan's violent a&ults, blalphemous attacks^ 
cruel accufations, and fiery darts : but, ii\ his tranf- 
formation into the likenefs, charadber, and office, of 
an angel of light, he is not fo eafily perceived, I 
mean when be goes of bis own accojrd out of a, man, 
and, as an enemy, a v^x^r, and an accyfer, /eaves 
jbe boufe em^tyy Jfwept^ and g^rnified: when he 
corner alfo to rpovc the paffions of a w^y-fidc 
hearer by an elocjuent orator, in qrder to draw out 
the bowels of natural affe£tions to the carnal and 

hypocritical, and to excite ennnity to thcfovercignty 

* 

of God, to the miniftcrs of the Spirit, and to nnount 
ZioHi when he comes to furnifh the head, and illu- 
minate the mind, of a Judas, and make his light 
darknefsi to enforce the law as a rule of life, in 
order to bring into bondage, to rebuke fin in pious 
Mary, and enforce liberality from the price of her 
ointment ; to reform outward condudt by a blind 
zeal, and varnifh a fepulchre, or cover with turf an 
old grave that appears not ; when he lets Jannes 
and Jambres to withftand the miracles of Moles, 

and 
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mi the dfinpld of Mofb to cojii^iit Paid; yihm. 
hft oriforca the Istvr of God in order to fniftratr bi» 
gmcdt wbcas he fyezV^ gitH fwcUkig words of vor* 
nkfi toalUsFC through tfa^ lull of the RcQx ; and pro^ 
mife) liberty,, in order to lead finners into the bond& 
of cof ruption j te^i^ew h preaches Ckri/f out efemy^ /^ 
add 0ffiiffms ta an afq^k'i bonds i when he enforces 
enlargement of hearty tQ expel the offence of the crofs ^ 
when he creeps into houfcs with the ihew of truth, 
Co lead captive filly womei), i* the bonds of ini^ 
^ity~*AU thefe branches of Satan's policy and 
piieftcraft are not fb well underftood by every 
believer as I could wiih they were. 

And, as for the fpirit of the. law — its influence 
and efie^fcs, the bondage that it genders, the wrath 
that it works, the cold chill that it comnaunicates, 
the barrennefs that attends it, the motions of fin by 
it, the legal drivings of a believer under it, and the 
miferable fuccefs that attends his labour — all this is 
leis underftood in our day than the policy of Satan. 

I have treated lately a little upon this (ubjefb, 
having experienced much of it myfelf; and in fb 
doing have gready dilpleafed fome, who never were 
pleafed with any thing but themfelves. 

Ai^d, that I may feparate the vile from the pre- 
vious, and (hew the difference between a believer in 
bondage and an infidel in fireedom; the fliame, 

nakednefs, 
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nakednc&i '^nd empdnefs^ of the hypocrite ; that 
every cried iainc may (Br up iiinlfelf againft him^ 
and that I may yet ftarve the goats, and feed the 
fheep; plague the fool, and profit the wife; that 
carnal critics may difplay their Meifdom in writing 
againft it, and I have an opportunity of expofing 
their foolilhnels for attempting it; are the only 
reafons of its appearing in print. 

I have interwoven this Difcourfe with part of 
another preached at Providence Chapel on Sunday 
morning, September 14; hopingGod wijl blefi both 
the warp and woof, while I remain^ in the bonds of 
the golpel, ever thine 
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SERMON. 



STAND FA&t THBREFOIUI IN THB LIBERTY WfURB->. 
WITH CHBIST HATH MADE US FREE> AND BE NOT 

bnTangled again with the yoke of BONDAGB. 

Gal. V. !• 

When the apoftle came firft into the regions of 
Galatia, he and his meflage were moll cordially re- 
ceived. His perfonal deformity, which he calls the 
tetnptaticn in bisflejby tb^ defpijed not, but reaived 
bim as an angel of God^ even as Cbrift Jejus. The 
weight and power of the meifage counterbalanced 
all the unfightlinefs of the meflenger. The joyful 
tidings that he brought fb excited their gratitude, 
that tb^ would bave pulled out tbeir own eyes^ and 
given tbem to PauL — But love (boneft hot is fooneft 
cold. 

Paul withdraws from thefe regions^ to lengthen 
the cords of Zion, and to ipread the curtains of 
her habitation a little farther s with an intent, in 
due timej to return and ftrengthen her ftakes^ which 

he 
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he had left in Galatia. But^ as the enemy often 
fows ures while men fleep, fo he often attemjfts the 
debauch of a wife when the good man is not at 
home. Paul, the fcrvant of Chrift, withdraws ; 
and Satan, transfomied in his minifters, fucceeds 
him. Righteoufncft and ^rfe6tion by the law 
are enforced by thele feedfmen of Satan, and 
cordially received by the fimple in Galatia, TJieir 
hearts at this time were warmed with the love of 
God, and warm to God -, and whatever God re- 
-quh^s they were willing to perfeims then they Mg? 
^te cinumd/ed^ ami ic€ep the law ^f Mofes. This was 
produced, and proved fnom hcrfy^rits and to this 
they gave heed : and, as they advanced nothing but 
what was in the bible, they took it for granted it 
muft ber^t; -and it was noihofe than rea/bnable 
that, lis God was fo good totbetn, thoy fkouMdo 
all thoy could to pieafe him, and mikit him «H the 
anoends, and* ^ve him all the fatisfadtion,* they could 
foi* his numerous &vours to them : and, *feeifig«llie 
dodrim was' fcriptural, afxi enforced by Ifracliitos, 
if not priefts^ who were warm xeakms men, diey 
were all zealouOy afre<!:\ed to them, ^d their necks 
were foon indined to bow to the' It^ yoke. 

Thcfe men were minifters^of^tan. Satan Jiad 
before tried to blind the eyes of thcfe Galatiaii$> « 
he does all others, that theiight of tbe^64p<L'&Duld 
not llune unto them ; but all in vain, for dbc Hght 
of the gofpel had fhined into the hearts of tbefi GaHt- 
cians. Hence it was needful that Sacah fhotdd adopt 

another 
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'Shofhtfr mietiiod, ihdfc likely to Ibcceed, being lefs 
'firipcfted ; and that M?as by bringing Aem under the 
fAd vkil of the law, unddr which the gofpcl is hid. 
Sxtan's gloomy fbade had not been fufficienc to kedp 
the fays of the gofpelout, therefore by thefe pri^ 
of his lie Would Ibad them to the bkcknefs of Siniai 
again, and to the frowns of God in a brokeh law ; 
where the light of his countenance is hid, Where God 
in'tHe face of Jefus never (hines, and where he w^uld 
ippeap in thi<Hc daiicoefs to them, Paul hears of 
this, and oppofes them; charges thefe minifters 
with wUcbcraftj and the Galatians wiihfooHJbneJs for 
tKUidrifig to ij\tm ; telling them thAt they were not 
well ^flfefted ; that thefe men would exclude them 
from Chrift, that they might affedl thenn. How- 
ever their zeal is fired for works, and for perfefling 
the good work begun. . Paul tells them that nothing 
but flefhly perfeftion is to be had in the law % and 
that, if they went to the law for pq^ftion, diey 
muft go there for righteoufnefs alfor— for Chrift will 
be all-in- ally or nothiiig at all ; that, if they were 
circumcifedy Cbrifi Jbould profit them gotbingy for he 
will communicate no grace by the law. 

However, the law doth not exclude boqfting^ nor 
' humble the proud heart. The l^al leaven had be- 
gun to ferment ; they were puffed up^ and not toi^e 
taught by fuch a^ Paul, whom they viewed as thoir 
enemy for attempting to hinder thLs.g^od wc^rk, 
Paul tell^ them that, if he was4;heir en^my> OF 5^^ 
for telling the truth; and pa&s a dQub^'curfe 

upon 
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Upon that man5 or angel> chat fhould preach any 
other gofpel than that which he had preached. He 
tells them that this pcrfuafion came not from him 
that called them s that a litde of that legal leaven 
would leaven the whole lump ; and that chey had 
. been called to liberty ; but that their libertyVa^ not 
to be ufed as an occ^Iion to the deih, either in 
feeking flejhly perfedtion by the works of the law, 
which is a ground of pride and. bpading, or in gra- 
tifying the evil defires of the fie(}i by ufmg libeity 
as a cloak* 

Stand faft in the liberty ^ber^witb Cbrijt both 
made us free^ and be. not entangled again xtHtb the 
yoke cf bondage. ^ 

* 

In handling theife words, I will treaf> 
u Of bondage.' 
1* Of liberty* 
^. Of the fruits of liberty, 
4* Of this yoke of bondage. — Aiid 
5- That it is poffible for a believer in Chrift 
to be entangled with it a fccond time* 

I have no call to fay much to the children of God 
about our natural bondage, for tHey have all felt it* 
We arc all of us by natuhe in bondage to fin. 
Every befetting fin, while in a (late of nsiture, lords 
it over us i and, whether willing or unwiUing, we 
are flaves and drudges to it. — Ne that iommittetbfm 

11 
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is tbejervant offitu And nonej but Godwhok^t 
Abimelek from touching Sarab^ and Jabez from 
the grief of evil, can ever deliver us from this 
tyrant. , . 

We are in bondage under the guilt that we have 
contradled by fin; whichj -with fhame and con* 
fufion, like f chain, binds the foul over to punUh- 
ment.— H<r Mngetb out thqfe that arp hHndjwitb 
chains^ but the rehtltimis dwellin a dry land. 

We are in bondage to the king of terrors,-- 
The guilty J^ner dreads dea^ becaufe of a future 
reckoning i fhe does not care to come to books^ dp 
take his trial|^ or to . connie to judgmentj he knows 
that death loads to all thefe, aoid^ tbereforej tbrofi^ 
the fear of dsAtb^ be is JubjeQ to bondage. 

He is in bondage to Sat^s he rules in die 
hearts of the children of difobedieace ; hr has pof- 
leflion of them, and takes them captive ^t hm 
wilL-^And none can deliver A-om diis ftrong man 
armed but he that came to deftroy die works, of 
the disyiU 1 . ' 

We are in bondage to the precepts df the mov 
ral law j boupd to perform perfeft (^edience to it, 
under pain of double death: and, I^nowiog that we 
are finners, the fpir^t of legal bondage tp fear holds 
us fad bound to the dread of deaths hell, and damna^ 
dons and in this ft ate we ^xtfhut up^under.tbe Im§ 
until faitb com^s. Thus we are prifoners for ififimte 
debts ; fin is our ftrpng hold, wrath our dnadfiii 

B meditation ; 
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-m^Hitationj Sat^n our accufer and jaifcrj and juf* 
'^ticc^ will hcvcr, but h^ ibi hhoi 6f fbt' covenant ^Jtni 
-4ns fri/onc^ out cf the fit. Zcch. ix. 1 1. 

2diy, But God has ordained a rekafe, and pro^ 

-claimed ft ; tKejubilerf rrump rs founded i and a fi/rcty 

-for deBford w provided. FaiA i3 beftowcd hj a 

graciouS'Gbd, and by the Spirit it is Vfdught in the 

fo\il. Faith eyes the^urety and the faiftsfa6ti6n, and 

fwcetly applies the -atonemenr. Relcafe frdm goflt, 

•and enla^geYiftttt 'from the di(mal cfellarid dairk re- 

■gidns, ahe the -blefled effeffe bf it 5 while a -feeling 

'ftnfe of t5od*$'etcrnaHovein Chrift, Acid abfoad in 

the heart by the Holy GSioft; remoVes-uU'the aWfill 

^toprehehflons 6PviirfRckive wrath, Cafts outfekr and 

torment, and leads \iiTd at^fts the ^ine^dns eVeh 

to; Che right hand of God himfclf, wficte Chrift 

-fitrerh 5 "wliich fs the fours freedom of Jcidcfe tb 

jfiiod. The cbnfcieAcc is freed from her "^uift, the 

rmiftd'ls'#ecd from ?icr fear, the heart freed from'ic 

4ialive hafdiicfe, • our thoughts are in-harmoiiy, tod 

fwectly fatisficd with a Redeemer's fulnefei'tsttidihc 

•nongueisllDofed'to celebrate the highpraifedf God; 

tbe yoke of a Redeettier becomes t^fyj-bisjUyict 

•ftrfBtt- fritdmi bis ways fUafantneJs, wrS Mfhls 

■pith't fUMfi, ■ The isibt of this- gloriovis 'iflittttr, %e 

•f^ftg^of'thiabkfledfefititj;- h the cvcrlaftHigiidvt 

'ofGixd^the Father, the nly trig love ofthc'torti 

:Jefia>i):aDd^t! fwectofagi'dtldrts'ofthc Sphitofiovc 

Mtaxi& wfbytd in t6e f^uHw-WHtchle^i kxy 

..*--.' - 3dly, 
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jSIy, To confider the fruits of this liberily, which, 
in 2i free-bom citizen^ in a Jon of the free^woman^ arc 
confpicuous enough. Such an one cannot fend away 
a diftrclled neighbour, faying, " Conne again to nn'or- 
row, and I will give thee, when he has plenty by 
him. The love of God caffs out the love of rtioncy^ 
the love of the worldV and the friendfliip of it.—^But 
be that fees a hroiher in tteeH^ and jhuts up hu bowels 
againjl biniy bow dwelleth the love of God in him? Not 
as it did in Zaccheus, when falvation can:ie to his 
houfe. 

This liberty never leads men to countenance oir 
vindicate the propagators of error, nor to ^nderrhiae 
the reputation and labours of the faithful. Paul tells 
the Galatims'that this perfuafion came not from him 
that called them— they were bewitched into this. 
Bt the eyes Of a true-born citizen ofZiona vile perfon 
is contemned^ but be honours them that fear the Lord. 

A perfon in liberty muft be at a certainty about 

» 

his ftate i and be found,' fettled, and at* a point, in 
the great and fundamental doftrines of the gofpel. If 
his thoughts are not in harmony here,' he cannot 
make Jlraight paths for his feet i there is no judgment , 
in bis goings 5 be flumbles at the wordy and i^ far 
enough from having his feet in a large room. 

The liberty that fprings from divine Jove doc$ 
not lead men to pride, to lord it oyer the fli^ep, 
much Jcfs oyer the under fliepherds — Charity v^un^ 
etb not itfelfi is not puffed up 5 nor bebaveth it/elf un^ 
feemly. Nor does it lead to liccntioulhefs, nor yet tg 

B 2 prefump^ 
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])reruiTiption,much lefito be wj/c ahovewbat is writ'* 

UMy and CO cavil at what they cannot dilprove. For 

ftjnhumbled ipcn, unbroken fpirits, unexperienced, 

and unfavory fouls to talk of liberty, is like a whore 

,W!th a -brazen brow contending for modefty. 

The liberty of a faint i^ guarded with a filial 

te^r ; which has .God's ^pdnefs in Chrift fpr its ob- 

jcdlj keeps the fqul.frodi ufing liberty as a cloak of 

. mj^icjo.ufnels, and from abufing it as an occafion 

to the flclh., . . 

Liberty, that fprings from the tnl ofjoy^ will make 
a mansjace to Jhine. If tiic/aving health of all na* 
tions is made known to the luiner, God will be the 
health of his countenance. A fellen countenance^ 
w))ich is the common index of a guilty conicience, 
ill becomes an advocate for gofpel liberty. Un- 
experienced and felf-condemned men Ihould never 
found the jubilee trump of the go(peL Their fountt 
Js uncertain, and they themfelves are living con* 
traditions. 1 come now, 
^ 4thly, To the yoke. Yearly fervitudc is ibme- 
tinies'in fcripture called a yoke. Let as many fer^ 
vahts as are under the yoke count their mafiers worthy 
of all honour. The (ervant is under the mafter. The 
maftcFs will is the fervant's rule. He works by the 
coQimand of his mafter, and expefts his hire for bis 
labour i and to tliis 4:he allufion is in my text* The 
Galatians Were not fcrvants, but fons, and therefore 
Ihould not t^ke this yoke on their necks. This yoke 
is the moral law^ that'the judaizing teachers had car- 
* . xicd 
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lied to Antioch ; whifch was, ye muft be clrcumcifed 
mndkeep the law of Mofes. At Antioch Paul and 
Barnabas withftood them ; the apoftlcs, who had 
the keys of the kingdom, to bind and loofe, at their 
fynod at Jcrufalcm condemned them i the releafe feht 
to Antioch expofcd them to contempt there; and the 
difciples of that city received their liberty with much 
joy and confblation. Antioch grew too hot for thefe 
minifters of Satan ; therefore their matter fent them 
into the regions of Galatia, where perhaps the apoT- 
de's deciiion was Jiot yet known ; and here they la** 
boured hard with the old tcxt,exceptye he circumci/ed, 
and keep the knv of Mo/es^ ye cannot be faved. The 
apoftle Paul acquaints them with the affair at Jem* 
£dem ; of the intendon of the falfe brethren, who 
came in to fpy out their liberty and bring them into 
bondage i and of their not giving place to them for 
a moment, that the truth of the gofpel might conti* 
nue with them; but he becomes their enemy fortelU 
ing the truth* They are for circumcifion, and for 
keeping the law; the former is to bring them ii^ 
debtors tothe latter* Thefe things were found m the 
icriptures, and appeared right to thefe fimple fouls % 
and the devil*s drift in itwas to bring them under the 
miniftradon of the letter, and to fet alide the fatif^ 
faAion of Cbrift* And, in order to make an out- 
ward fhew, and blind their eyes, he led them to the 
old Jewifh fabbath, and to other days and months and 
times and years. And they thought that circumcifion 
»iuid the moral law, and adhering to thefe things, 
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would pna^^c them perfe<^., But Paul knew that per- 
fc^ion, righteoufncfs, fan6lification, and redemption, 
were all in Chri(V i. and that thofe who went to the 
law -would neither enjoy Chpft, nor anjr of thefc 
things in hiiTi> for^heis king at Zion> pot at Sinai; 
and all his iprings^ , rivers, and ftreatps, arc u^ the 
city, not in the wil^ernefsi it is the reMiious^ not 
the obedient, /i'f^/^fe;^// in a dry land. This is thp 
yoke in which they wanted to entangle tliem, diat 
they might leave tjie liJ^erty oi Jons; and be influx 
enced with thp bondage oijeroants^ thut God ipig^( 
be viewed as a majifr^ not as a father \ that they 
might work for Gody and not God tpork in ikemi diat 
the rfttfard might be refkoned to them of debt y not of 
grace \ that they might be excluded from Cbiift tbe ad^ 
vgcMtOi and go to the ae^ufations ofMofes i rge& th^ 
Jfttetyy ^jpd work at their own dibt^book. This is the 
devil's tditchcrafty and this is die GaiattaAs' fooli0>* 
ntfsi .and becaufe this branch of prieftcrsA requirod 
much infernal wifdom and policy to entangle thcfe 
Galatiafts tn this yoke^ it is called mHheraft, 
• The word entangled {tents to be an allufion to fiQi 
entangled by an hook or net, to a bird entangled in 
a fnare, or to a flieep or deer entangled in a bufh i 
into which they are all brovight unawares. And, as 
believers are compared to filh, to fowls^ to lheep,and 
to harts with horosj Satan employs varioiss artifts 
againft the houjbold of faith, in order to enfnare them ; 
fome of which arc compared to fowlers., others to fiih-* 
ers, vrho facrifce to their own net, and bum inceu/e ea . 

their 
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tffekovmdrug. And legal preachers, who handle tha 
kw unlawfully, make the Jewilh ahais^md the two 
tables of ftooei whjch are intended for our wel^e^ a 
(rapi and a ftumbling block, to -the people. And 
iuch emaojgkra are in nheir fins,, and under (ke^curfe i 
and) while the^jr entangle; Jthc ikctp of ^Cfarifty them* 
(Uves ^ notlung but iboms and M^Sr'^io-are nigk 
Wttfi curfing^ nbofe end is to be burned. This Paul 
knew, and declares, tliat they Qiouki bear their own 
judgment, wlwcver they were, being accurfed of 
God; and he wilhed thofe cut off that troubled 
them ; pronouncing a curfe upon all, either dngds 
M men,- that fliould preach any other gofpel than 
that which he had preached. Which leads me^ 

' fthlyj To treat of the poffibility of a believer's 
being entangkd again with the yoke of legal bond« 
age. This ia^ a point that will not eafily go' down 
widi many profefibrs in our days. Men, who have 
been healed without being wounded \ faved before 
cfae^f were loft i and juftified by grace before they 
wei^ condcimfed by the law ; who have hiade their 
taliing and eleffioH/ure, without crying day and night 
unUC^di who underftandall myjleries^ but aredefti- 
tutc of charity ; whofe fairh (lands in the word of the 
gofpel, hot tK>t in the power thereof; who have 
cfcaped die ta0c of felf-denial, and ihunned the pe« 
nlou8 path of tribulation ; who bcFtxe no changes in 
their life, nor bands in their death j whofc own will 
is their rule, and whofe felf-fufEcicncy is their god, 
and .the objedb of their adoration ; who know every 
thing but their own ignorance, and all men but them- 

B 4 felvcs; 
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iclvcs ; yfho have never been cbtfiened every dofj 
nor plagued every morning ; who have defeated Sataa 
v^ichout receiving one fiqry dart, and overcome the 
jvorld without one war with it, or frown from it i 
who are got into the large roem, and into the weaUby 
place ^ without coming either through Jlre or through 
i»ater i who are purified without dither the fiery trial, 
or the furnace of affUffum:^&cfc have not only 
overcome the world, . the fleih, and the devil ; but 
they can dtj^ the armies of the living Gody without 
^eing able to dcfcribe one part of the experience or 
fuficrings of a Chriftian foldier, or one piece of the 
(junts' heavenly panoply. They have defied both 
death and the devils without ever r^ing unto hleod, 
er ftriving againfifin. The war of thefe men is not 
with Satan, but with Chrift ; not widi the enemies 
pf God, but with the niinifters of Jelius ; not with 
the worldlings, but with the faints. Thefe are not 
the weak who are %o fay they are (trong i thefe do 
not wftit upofi God (o renew their ftrengdi, but to 
gainfay the mo^th a|id wifdom that God. has pro^ 
mifed to give tq his feryants. Qod*s flrength is 
not expe£te4 to he made perfect in the weakness of 
thefe-r-their ftrength is firm ; fuch a champion is as 
3olQmon'$ lioq, tl^e ftrongeft among heafis^ who 
trufts in his pawsj and turns not away for any. He 
<s the he-goat that is comefy in his goings whofe truft 
i^ in his horns ; the greyhound^ who confides in his 
heels ; and the king againfi whom there is no rifing 
Vp \ having never been eng^iged in the fight of 
faith: 

Sonte 
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Some tell us that a believer cannot be entangled 
again with theyokcrfbondage. — They cannot allow 
that the north wind can awake, and the fouth wind 
(which are q<8tc oppofite to each other) blow upon 
one and the lame garden. They think it is impofli- 
ble for a difciple of Jefos to be puffed up and 
loured with the leaven of the pbarifees ; and that the 
Lord's kind caution to them to take heed and be- 
ware of their dodrines of free- will, fclf-righteoufnefi, 
and legal bondage, was altogether ufelefs and imper- 
tinent. But furely the Lord (ays nothing in vain. 
And, if the Galatians were in no danger of this lea- 
ven, Paul muft be in great fear where no fear was. 
But Paul knew what this bondage i$j and could lee 
that the grea(eft part of the Galatians were infected 
with it; he therefore tells them a littli leamm 
kavenetb the whole lumf. 

Others, who are wifer in thfir own eonceih thanfe^ 
ven men that can render a rea/on^ tell us that thefe Ga* 
latians were never converted at all, and therefore 
they might be entangled again with this yoke. If 
they had^ never been delivered from it previous to 
this te-eptanglement, Paul*s fpcech muft be tinftured 

• 

with either flattery or f^fehood when be tells thena 
thatChrift had made them free, and cautions them 
to (tand fall in the liberty which they never had. 

But tbele children and old women, who are our 
teachers and rulers, tdl us that, <' Paul ftood in doubt 
of thefp Galatians/* And he had caufe enough for 
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ic, feeing the whole lump was fermented with this 
leaven. He might juftly doubt whether the^ would 
not fubmit to circumciiion, efpecially aa their mind& 
were fo prejudiced againil him as to c^|iot him their 
enemy for telling them the truth. Paul knew thac^ 
if they went to the law, their eyes and their depend* 
since would (bon be taken from the fulnefs of Chrifl ; 
that they would thereby fall from grace i and that; 
Chrift would not kave mount Zion^ and meet thecn 
at Sinai, to communicate his grace to them there i 
therefore tells them that Chrift ihall profit them no^ 
thing. Moreover, Paul knew that, if the Saviour's 
tafy yoke was flighted^ God wovld foon handk thp 
fair heck of theie Galauans, ^ hf did the neck of 
Epbraimj and bring a heavier yoke upon then). 
They that are not fatisfied with Chrift, in whom 
God is well pleafed, fhall feel bis/ore difpUqfure frpm 
another Quarters and they that turn from him thai 
/peaks from heaven fhall hear another voice that onct 
jbook the earth. God will not have Chrift, the dar« 
ling of his foul^ flighted; he has not only a purging 
furnace for a fruitful branch in Chriil, but he keeps a 
yoke for the heifer's neck, a rod for thefooVs hack^ and 
he has his ftocks for the fee;: of thofe that pervert 
their way. If his children abufe^ flightj i^r mifiife their 
glorious liberty, he will bow their necks^ icouige 
their backs, and lay them by the heels, till tUey 
know the worth of their liberty, how to ufe it, jtiid 
how to prize it ; as others have done, who with the 
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ttK>ft pkeous mpQ^f have critfd out». J^ng n^/oui out 
k/frifoity that lin^y praijt tfynamei rtficrttintom§ 
tbejcys 6f ibyj^lvatimi wd upMd m4 v^lib ^tlj^fret 

That tolie^rs ut ofceo infi\ftenced with a fptrii 
of legal bondage^ is what I never y€t heard aiif be^ 
lifever^ of long ftandingin the church, deny, till tho 
devil kt up a f rating fooly called Mn H siCXOR,-^ 
Though he himfclf once, if report be true, felt fuch 
an horrible fenfation, for a few nriiautcs, .«s quite 
furprifed him s and he may call it Gady for behold^ 
troop cometb ! 

Doftor Watts feems to underftand fomething of 
^v&Jpirit of hfidage again to fear ^ when h§ fay^, 

^ His same fcs&M& myjlavijhfigr^ 
Hif £^raoe remotes ray Cds." 

And Mr. Hart was not ignorant of it.— 

^ if tlioii* cekBhd Obve, tbine loflaencetvltiidnutt, 

Wbat eafy vi^ms foon we fall to confmemx^ ^uurath^ and knot 

Mr. Bun VAN 'a treatife upoh the two covenants 
va$ chkSy intended to renftove the fpirTc of legal 
bondage, though he himfelf was not a lirtie infln^ 
enced by it when he wrote that book, nor i^ he dtte 
in it. And I know that a ipirit of antinomianifin 
«tt.(he Dnejiand, and legal bondage on the ocfa^j, 
have beien communicated to weak believers by r^d*^ 
jng that very book which is written s^gaiitft it. 

I , CQ^fie: now tp ireat of this fpirii; of bondage, and 

the 
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the workings of it ; andy when I have fo done^ (hail 
appeal to the experience of all real belierers ^ and 
I verily think that^ where the redoubtable Mr. 
Hector has one believer's voice againft it, I (hall 
have an hundred for it, becaufe I know that God's 
iaints are in the padi of tribulation. Where Hector 
never was. In difcourfing on die operadons of dus 
ipirit of bondagCj I ihall 

I • Treat of the darknefs that attends it, 
2. Of iervile or flavifh fear. 

3* Of narrownefs and contraftion* 

4. Of wrath and fenfible anger. 

5. Offufpicion and cruel jeaIouf]r« 

6. Of rebellion and difcontent. 

7. Of deipondepcy and deljperadon; 

8. Of fenfible d^eis and barrennefs. 

9. Of backwardnels and relu^ance to all good, 
10. Oflegalftrivingagainft fin and corruption. 

1 1 • And of the miferable fuc^cefi of fuch labour, 

Firfi^ of darknefs. 

There is a darknefi upon all mankind thatxnay be 
fek, which num by fin has brought upon himfelf.— 
Darknefs bath cwitei thi earthy end grtfs darknefs 
the pecple. Under this difmal gloom Satan carries 
on his curfed wotks, and fupports his infernal king- 
dom in the hearts of the children of men.— -iFfr rules 
h ike hearts cfthe difohedient. And mankind^ being 
habituated to this darknefs, and loving the works 
of it> hate the light> and will not come to it^ becaufe 

it 
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It difco vers tod brings to light their evil4eedft| 
flalhea conviftions of fin, and gires cutting reprooft 
and rebukes for \t.-^JU things that are npromd 
are made mamfeft iy the light which doth appears far 
fvhatjoever doth make manifefi is light. Hence it is 
that men lave darknefs rather than light, becaafe their 
deeds are evik And Satan, the enemy both of God 
and man> labours hard to blind the minds of them 
that believe not^ left the light of the gkrious gqfpd of 
Chrifts who is the image ofGod^fifonldfinneunto them^ 
and they foould be Javed. Hence all mankind arc 
blinded by fin, and utterly in the dark about the 
things that make for their peace. There is a cover^ 
ing ^read over the heart, mind, and.underftanding^ 
of all^ankind, and a vail upon all nations ; which 
vail is one of die dreadfql efie£b of Adam's fiiU, 
and which he himfdf foon felt after his dreadful 
apoftaiy* It is plain that a glorious light of know- 
ledge was upon him in his primeval innocence; 
which appears by his knowledge of things, by die 
fuitable names that he gave them, and by the know- 
ledge ke had of Eve, of her origin, and by the name 
that he gave her, and the reafbn he afllgncd for it. 
But this figure of him that was to come ; this man thus 
made upright ^ fought out many inventions ; this man in 
honour abideth not $ he finned i and his light and 
knowledge of God, and of good, left him ; and a fad 
knowledge of evil found him. The vail of ignorance 
ibon gathetred upon him, inibmuch that he thought 
he could hide his fin in his bo/bm (Job xxxl. 33 >, 

and 
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ind his ihshr^e from God by a Uafj and htimfelfftoni 
hh approaching Judge -by getting behind a tree. 
This vail hides the foul from God i and God's juft 
difpletfTure at fm has hid his ble&d face from man. 
Thepe is---and Adam felt it — a dreadful low, a dark* 
an-awM, adifmalcloud ofjuft difpleafurc and holy 
indignation to be found^and felt inhthc broken law $ 
ii "Mrketb ww/A*ftill. J u^ judgment^ which mmt 
i^&H all ^men 4fi t^ndtmnation i denlb^ fbut reipied 
from jftdamto Mpfas\ Adam's ^xpulfionfr^m £dea; 
the flaming fword > hislabour aod toil in. the fweat 
0f'his>brow ; thecude that fell upon the earth for 
inan's^finj and the difmal effeiiks ^itjthe fuifer^ 
)ngs thteateoed to, child- bearing women jT th^fad 
iralamities'tfaatbefel Adam's family by Caini^re aU 
fad proo& oi the juft diTpleafoDe and jvratb of God 
at ti»^\wbo iidcs Ms fatx^ and who cm id»U km» 
And tjiisGod fet Jibiel icnow wfhen.he came tp c^ 
vive, .tp:pfpnwlg^ andftotfetb<fprc theip, this co- 
vcfiaogqr kw.^t A.<^l9i» ^Hjl all in himj had vio- 
J^ed af)d broken«-r^tf fMi/^ darkfffi l^isj^crttfavi^ 
ikn^ ,aad fiot wuhout a . caufe, . fior yet f^ithout a 
jTteaning; and of this he informed Mof^j. who was a 
believf r» who ;had CoMnd grace in his.Gght> and (bood 
high }fi his favoujc, aiid was faithful biefore him ^ to 
whom he had ^pearedj^ and wi(h.Wvhom he had iifed 
the naoit unparalleled familiarly ; ^d to whom he 
had n^verpaid fuch^a vifit, ip fuch t^itible majcftfj 
.bQfoFQ.*-*He therefore prepares himfor it, by inform- 
ing him.of i(>.that he m^ht n^t.be difcoMr^d-^t it^ 

nor 
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nor fmk under it. — And the Lord/aid unto Mo/es^ Lo^ 

Ictme unto thee in a thick cloud. Exod. xix. 9, And 

the people flood afar off^ and Mofes drew near the thick 

darkne/s where God was. Exod. xx. 21. This dark 

cloud Was to reprefcrtt God's dt-eadful wrath at fin, 

and to let fihners know that he had hid his face 

from man on that account. The thunder^ the light-- 

ning^ ^t found of the trumpet y theflre, the fmoke^ the 

trAnbling'of the mount y and the worfe trembling ofth^ 

tantpy the death and deftruElion that was threatened to 

man*or beaft thdtjbould tduch the mounts were all fo 

many indications of the wrath of God at the fins of 

tncn. No way is open here to the blcfied face df 

Cod, but by the glory of Mofcs^s face, and the Ifght 

bf God's countenance, prdmifed a^'thc mercy featj 

bdth whifch pohit out the better Med iator^ and the 

better throne of grace, Chrift Jefus. Hence we 

^fecd rtoriironder why the Saviour,'when his^ifcipics 

intreatcd'him, faying, Shetb us tire Pother j and itfuf- 

fiiith usy gave tKdm' this anfwer. Have I beenfo long 

Kvifb ytUyAHd baft thtfu notfeen me, 'Philip? He that 

tdtbjeen me hathfeen the Father. Gdd, as a Father^ » 

can never be fecn in this 'World out of Cbrfft. In 

the law he is n6t a Father^ but a Mafler ; a tei'riblc 

Ijawgivcr, a juft Judge, a' fin-avenging God, a tcff- 

Jbming fire j and // is afiarful thing to- fall into the 

ha^ds of the living God in z broken law. In Chrift 

he is wellpleafed^ in Chrift he h^s reconciled the world 

unto bi;::felf; and in the fiice of Chrift he will eWr 

ihine, who is the brigbtnefsofhis^glory^andtheexpr^ 

image ofbisperfon. 

But 
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But the law» when refleded on the mind of maff^ 
is blacknejs and darkne/si ^nd the fpirit of it is vin-» 
diftive vengeance, and nothing elfe, which genders 
to bondage, and works wrath^ fear, torment^ jealouljr, 

« 

death, and eternal damnation. And^ that we may 
Jcnow the difference o( the one covenant from the 
other, the precioufnefs of the glorious goipcl, and the 
invaluable worth of that lifi and imm^rlaliiy brought 
U light by it ; that we may fee and feel the need oif 
Chriil, and know bow to prize him ; that we may 
know the fad ftate of them that are out of himj and 
the blei£:d ftate of t^fe that are in him^ and be 
'grateful to God for that free, fovereign, and^difcrinu-< 
nating, grace that has made us to differ-— we are 
often exercifed with the darknefs of this mounti and 
it is a darknefs that may be felt ; and thole profe& 
fors that deny this are in a worfe darknefs— for Sa* 
tan keeps them ignorant of themfelvesi g£ God, of 
Chrift, syjd of the law; from which ignorance the 
light of the gofpel has delivered every real believer ; 
and God is the e verlafting light of him, and his/M 
fhall no more go down. ^But it is not faid that his 
fun (hall never be edited. 

Abraham, the ^ther of die faithful, muft feel a 
little of this darknefs ^ and of the horrors ,o( it. — Aid 
toben the fun was agoing down a deepfleep fell upon 
. Abraham i and lo an horror of great darknefs fell upon 
pirn i and^ when it was dark^ a fmoking furnace and a 
burning lamp paffed between tbofe pieces. In that fame 
day tbeLord made a covenant with Abraham. Gcn.xv. 

The 
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The beaftSj which wore hcre'flaul -and divxddd bp 
Abraham^ were to lead Abraham's faitK to the death 
of Chrift; and to the covenant, which was to be #< 
cwsnani Syjacrifice ; as the ofiering up of.Ifaac didi 
afterward i which fhewed Abraham that the cove- ' 
naiit was not to beconfirmcd by a brutal lacrifke^ but' 
l^ ^ ikcriftce pfhumkn nature. Thxi great darknefs^' 
bettor y zxAffncakmgfutnacey which went before the- 
burning /tf^,reprcfented not only the afflidKon of the * 
children cif Abraham in Egypt, and their delive* 
lance from thai s but the wrath of God in a brok» 

9 

law^ and fidvation from it by Jefiis Chrift, as the 
prophet liaiah applies it. Read liai. beii^ i/ 

The children of li§^ Have b^en ofrcn execciled 
under this dark cloud, or Horror of gi^t darknefi^ 
Hence Job— fll? bath fenced up wy iMoy that I canngt 
pqf^andheJetdarknefsinmypaAs. Jobxix. 8. ^e 
Ahm^y trouUetb me, beeaufe 1 was n$t cut off before' 
the dafknefsy neitber bath be covered the darknefsfrem 
mffaccm And Jeremiah ^lam tbe man that batb/eq$ 
i^Hfion by tbe rod of bis wrath ; be bath led me, and 
brought me, into darknefs, but not into - light.' Lordy • 
why cafteft.tbou off my foul? why bideji thou thy face, 
from me? Pfalm Ixxxviii. 6, 14. ff^e wait for lights' 
but behold ibfcurity ; for brigbtnejsy but we v^alk in 
darknejs i we grof^for tbt wall tike tbe blindy we grope 
Of if we bad no eyes* Nun^erous nrc the coniplainti 
of good men under this daiic cloud ; and to a child- 
of light it is indeed a darhiifs that may befilt\ it be- 
clouds and bewilders the mind 1 the brighteft evl* 
dences are in a great meafure bid ; the bible itfelf is 

* C fealed. 
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lalcA^ and fiift doied ; w</ee not 9urjiffu^ wmr oaf 
t$kins for good ; every good thing is M a dift^nce from 
m, behind the doud, and we cannot get at it ; there 
is a difmal gloom upon our pstth^ wie know noC 
where we are, where to fiep, nor which way to Bxsah 
which way God is gone we know oot, but he know- 
e^ the way that we take i and fuck a prayer as this 
fttics us y^fSi^Sak tbjff errant ^ fpr w&are loftj Ghrift 
is hid> and there is a frowning cloud upon tfaefweec 
countehaiice of Godj in which he* hides his bkfled 
face; or^ as he did to the difciples, holds our eyes, 
d)at we fliMld not fee htm. But, thoi^h this is 
often the cafe with believers, and they cannot fee 
^ir path ftraight behind them» nor one' beam of 
l^ght befere theni j though all evidences are hid, and 
die light of the Lord's countenance ii withdrawn i 
though no fighs nor love^tokens appear j^ and thoi^ 
tbe life-giving commandnnent ijs hid from us, and he 
ihews us no wonders out of his lawj yet thefe Ifead« 
itfs have light m their dwelhngs^^They have light to 
fee the corruptions of their own hearts $ to fee the 
wotltings of unbelief, legal pride, enmity, rebellioo» 
the double diligence of Satan, and the wretched ad- 
vantages he takes of them in thcfe dark feafons. Job 
looked tack'afarJtopeL& experience^ but allwas dark ; 
and forward to future hop^ btit he could not fee. 
it He looked on the right hand and on the lefci* 
but length of days, riches, and honours, were all 
gone. -He faw neither his advocate on the right 
hand> nor providence on the kft. His corruptions, 

hia 
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lus^ acoufer; his lofs^ and his miiery, were the chitf 
t^jngs that appeared in view. There is a remem- 
brance of what he has done, and but little more ) and 
there is a hope in htm, and an expectation of the ful* 
fUaient of what he has promifed to do: but Job 
GKxxiplaiifed that his hope was renK>ve4 like a tree^ 
and Jeremiah faid that his hope was perifticci from 
the Lord; To be favoured, in this cloudy and dark 
day^ but for one minute with faith in excrcife, jud 
enoi^h to banter the enemyi ctnfl predi^S" a future fun* 
nfingy is a blefling indeed. — Rejoice not againji me, O 
my enemy. If 1 fall ^ Ifhall arife :, if 1 fit in darknejs, the 
Lordjball be u light un:9 t/ie^ and hejhall bring me forth 
tt^ the lights and I Jhall behold his righteoufnefs. Hence , 
it appears plain that this cloud of darknefs on the 
face of the Almighty, by which he hides himfelf 
from u£, is his difpleafure at fini— A^ wrath is kindled 
againft theSy apd againji thy two friends: Jobxlii. 7* 
Which difpfcafurfe, or wrath, is not revealed to us. 
in Chrift (for there it is done away ) but in the law, 
^T^For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs was 1 wroth y 
and fmote him i I bid me^ and was wroth i I have. 
Jtht bis ways^ and will heal him, and will rejiore 
comforts unto him. Ifai. Ivii. 17, i8. This healmg 
and rettoration of comfbit is promifed to them that 
fear God, and is efiedted by a freih believing Tiew 
of Chrift* -^Unto you that fear my name jball tbefunr 
ef ngbteoufhefs arife with healing in bis beams, Mal< 
iv. 2. This fun is Chrilt, and God the Father 
Ihining in his face reftores comfort. The light 
diipcU the doud of difpleafure, in which God fays^ 

C a bid 
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tbldme^ and the comfortable healing of thefcl bQuns 
btah the ftroke that a fenfe of wrath has given to 
the foul. — I /mote bim, and was wroth i IbaveJeeH 
bis ways, and will beal bim. Therefore, while thift 
doud remains^ let him that is under it turn bit 
thoughts to the name dfjefus if he has nothing dfe 
left.— '/fe that walketB in darkne/s, and batb^no li^bt, 
ht bim trufi iH tbi name of tbe Lord, ahdjlay biln/Hf 
npon bis God. I come no^ to treat, 

a. Of the fear that attends this ^rifc of bondages- 
Ay which I do not mean JUial fear ; for that is a 
grace of the Holy Spirit, planted in the heart by 
him, and has the goodnefs of God in Chrift for its 
objed. This fear is a rererential awe of a good 
and gracious God, that prefents us under his watch^ 
ful eye, and him always before our eyes. Thi9 
jear is a lltdtfentinel, one of the poft army of grace. 
Song vi. 13/ For the church is a eompifrf of tw9 
armies, grace and corruption, which war agsrinft each 
other. This fear is to keep us from departing from 
God, in which we are counselled to walk-^Jlff/^ir^ 
ie tbou in tbe fear of tbe Lord all tbe dttf long. 

When any danger appears ; when any error is ad- 
vanced and prefented to us by Satan* or his hawkers ; 
or when any trap is fet by enemies, intended to be a 
future handle of reproach; or any temptations to fia; 
this litde watebman, called y>4r> is upon his towen 
He founds the alarm, awakens the litde camp, and 
will not let us proceed without well weighing mat*^ 
ters. The underftanding mull be confulted^ a proper 
judgment mu0: be niade of the cafe> a divine warrant 

aiuft 
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;iliuft be obCaiAed, the feotence of our judgmeat muft 
be known, and the approbation- of God and confci- 
Ance tmA be had> or this httlc/oldier wil} withftand 
m ; fo that we cannot proceed^ unlefs yioience be 
c^red to this diligent looier-cut, which attends us in 
all company, and keeps us upon our guard, fo as to 
cut off* the future occafion of enemies^ and to fore-^ 
ftall the devil's market. But» if thi$ grace be op^ 
poTed by any riolent meafures, hardnefs of heart is 
fure CO follow, and then we may pray as others have 
done, ff^ky bftft tbw bardw^d our h((^rt$ fr^m tbf 
fcart Ifai^lxiii. 17, 

But this is not the fear th^t I am to treat of, nor 
yet the carnal fear of man^ which is a fin of thp 
human heart, and has the power and wrath of maQ 
for its ol^dl ; which> when it awes a believer ia 
his profeflion of Chrift, is evil» and bringeth a fiuuf « 

r^Fear not ibm which can kill the hody^ Slaviib 
lear is a principal ingredient in ^cjpirit of bondage ^ 
which ipirit of bondage is the wrath of Ged^ and 
nothing elfe ; and has the terrors of God, and his 
terrible majefty, for its objeft. And this fear works 
in the confciences of guilty finners s in the freih 
contraAed guilt of real believers ; and at dmes^ 
without guilt, through the old man of fin/ which 
works in all our members. This fpirit of the law 
ftirs up fin, and threatens us for it ; and fin takes 
occafion by the law, and fights againft that. The 
one is God's anger agai^i^ matisfin. (Zeph. ii. 3) and 
(be other is raan^s enmity againft G^df Rom« viii. 7. 
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This flaviih fear, whenever it falls upon a hdievtt, 
awaken^ all his intellectual powers with an. alarm of 
*fn^ty as if foaiething dreadful was coming on, fomt 
ftrange thing happening unto him, or fcmic awful 
judgnr^ntor calamity going to bcfel him. — Tbesbing 
which I great fy feared is come upon me^ and that tobicb 
I was afraid of is come unto me. Jobiii. 25, My heart 
is fained'Within me, and the terrors of death are fallen 
fipomne \ fearfulnefs and trembling are comeupon me^and 
horror hath overwhelmed me ; and J/aid^ O that I bad 
wings like a dove f Pfalm Iv. 4, 5. My heart panted^ 
faith the prophet ; fearfulntfs affrighted me ; the night 
9fmy pleafure hath he turned into fear unto me. liai. 
xxi. 4. Fear came upon me, and tremblings xobicb made 
all my bones tojbake. Job iv. 1^4. Let us make three 
tabernacles \ one for thee^ one for Mofes^ and one for 
Elias ; for he wift not what to fay^ for they were fort 
afraid. Mark ix. 6. But there came a voice to them^ 
faying, ^this is my beloved Son^ hear him. By which 
voice the difciples were fhewn which was the only 
way to get from this dreadful fear of the law. 

Under the operations of this Jpirit of bondage to 

fear, God is not viewed as (hining in the face ofjefus 

Chrift. The new covenant characters of God— fuch 

as our God in covenant love, our Father in Chrifl, the 

portion of our fouls^ b, prefent help^ and a reccncHed 

friend; which make him fweet and lovely to us— - 

• arc quite out of fight, and nothing but terrible ma* 

jefty is fcen or felt Mofes, though he was a choice 

^ believer in Chrift befpre he left Egypt, (Heb. xi. 14) 

was 
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Kras ieized-with this panic at the hv&ir-'jfnd Mofis 
bidbis face^for be was afraid to lo$kiif(m God. Ezod. 
■111. 6, And David could not go to inquire ofGod^ffr 
be was afraid, i Chron. xxi. 30. 

Whik this flavifli fear works, the beBcvcr is 
confuftd, terriiicd, and always in a hurry. He can 
fdi upon nothing ; he can reft no where, thinking 
that every thing is wrong with him •, that his fiiith 
is only Ife^ned, and his love diflembled ; nis former 
claim upon God, as his God, prefumption ; his con- 
feflion of him as fuch nothing but a lie ; the good- 
nels of his ftate, as he once thought^ nothing but 
<leception ; all that viewed him as a believer were 
deceived by him ; and he in the houfehold of faith 
nothing but a hypocrite, deceived by Satan, and a 
deceiver of others. 

Next comes a dreadful expeftationof fome w;V<f»/ 
token of perdition ; and there is a looking for it, and 
a looking out after it, — Myjlejh trembletb for fear of 
tbee, and I am afraidoftby judgment. Pfalm cxix. 1 ao. 
Be will cut me off witb fining ficknef 5. I reckoned till 
tbe morning ; tbat^ as a lion,fo will be break allmy hones i 
from day even to nigbt wilt thou make an end of me. I 
fhall go foftly allmy years in the bittemefs ofmyJouL 
Jfaidy Ifball not fee tbe Lord^ even tbe Lord in tbe land 
of the living 5 IJhall behold man no more with tbe inba^ 
bitants of tbe world. Ifai. xxxvii. Thcfe were his laft 
gafps and dying groans. Enter not into judgment with 
tbyfervant^ OLordy &c. faith the Pfalmift, He bath 
Jealed up mm iniquity in a bag \ I know that tbou wilt 
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mot hMmeinmcen*^ fays Job. TbUb tht WOftcii^ 
of flavifii fear, aad \% a principid ingrqiJieAt m tiie 
ipirk of bondage, which Paul oalk thefpini ofbfah^. 
4age to fear ; which fear pr«fe0t$ the wiwb «f God jp 
viewt and always has th<r. diiplearure>of God for ic^ 
cbjeftj which ynvSx is pecidiar to moynt Sinau 
and under which all this bond-fervaof^ ai^e, ^fA 
which often influences e^en the child pf Clod^ afld^ 
Js no lefs dian the refledioos of 4iviw w&x^ re^. 
flexed from this ghrioifs amlfoj^fy^ nmf^ ^^ i4r4 
ibff God^ P^ut. xxviii. 5^, 

Real belieYers are alw^s confeioiw of tjifir baie 
cr^naL bodi by birdi 4n4 prance ; of the inward 
corruptions of their natures the deceitfuiiiefs of they 
ovru hearts; their eafily befetting &a%i and their ma-; 
nifold wcaknelTes^ infirmities, flips of th^ fte;, flip$. 
of the tongue, and d^ily imperfeftions ; all which 
have a tendency to betray them into thisj^ri/^^M- 
4age to fear ^ which fear fomoioies conu^ qpoi^ the rat 
^bere no fear is; as when good tidings are c^niing to 
ys inftfad of evil. Henc? the many checks and re* 
proofs that are often given unto it in fcriptutae. Car*r 
|ial fipar is rebuked by God himkl{.-^F4arnot,jiir4k' 
bam, fam tbyjbield ; ffar nat^ J^ob^ to go domnisito^ 

•fityjp^ f^ I ^^^ *^ w^^^ ^^(^ ^^^^ SUmfife^ isi 
^buked by aUnoft every angelic meflfengpr of good 
news I which good ne^irs is to deliver us from legaJI 
fear» and to bring gofpel love and joy to us. F^ftr 
$0t^ yc fliepherds, for IMi^ you good tidings ^gre^U^ 
y^t i^wr wf, Zesbsriqtfy for tjhy friers 0r^ be»rd^ 
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fMT mf, Daniel^ for tbou art greatly Moved. Peat 
n^f fMaryffor then hafi found favour with God; vrhkk 
^▼our in Q\m£t i&CQ remove God*s ai\ger in the law« 
Fear not ^je women^for I know thatyefeek Jefussvbick 
was crudjie^* It U /» (fftith rfxe Saviour) be no* 
afraid. 

This yoke often &}U heavy u{K>q the necks of be^ 
Jbvtrs when God fmites a hypocrite wlio has for-r 
pierly ftood high in the poor believer's favour^ and 
In ou(ward &ew appeared efninept for piety, God 
finota IJzza for his error in ftaying the ark, and 
Dawd was afraid of Qod oq tfairt day* This aft of 
fbriking y zza with unmediitte death was lo fliew , 
Pavid that the nqeroy-feat needs no affiftanee from 
an arm of fleih ^ * for God is noticated ona throne 
of gr#ce to receive help and ftrength from ipan, £br 
he needs nonei but to gire help andltftn^ to mai^ 
in every time ofbU need^ JDiavid\mStV[ erred in thi$ 
matter as well as UzzH -^ for the ark was drawn b/ 
beafts upon a cart, inftead of being carried by con« 
fecratcd pricfts qpon their (boulders. This copy 
David took froni the PhUiftinesa not from Mofea* 
fisA fo the yoke of flavilh fear brought David tQ 
uie his filial fear> and the obje£^ of it, with a litd^ 
inore q|UDon» re^ft. and reverence. This error 
Pavid cov&Se^.^'Jbid David Jaid untotbenh Zear^ 
$be cbief of tbe fotbers of the Levites j fanSifyyour^ 
felves^ both ye andyt^ brethren^ tb^tye may bring lijf 
\he ark of the hard God offfrael unto tbeploice^hat / 
kt(^f ^^ared far if. Far bifanff w$ diiit not «f the 

M 
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frft the Lord God made a breach upon us, for that we 
Jbttghthim not after the due order, i Chron.xv. i a^ 1 3. 

Thus, when Chrift informed the apoftles of the 

treachery of Judas, everyone, in fearful furpri fey 

fufpcfting the deceit of his owit hean, cried out, 

Lordy is it I? And,, when Ananias and Sapphira 

were ftruck dead, great fear came ufonail the churches. 

And fo now, when a hypocrite is difcovcrcd, and 

Imitten with madnefe, given up to a fearful looking^ 

for of judgment, x>r left to himfelf to conHnitfuicide$ 

^is yoke ofjlavijh fear often falls upon theni that 

lear God i which fometimes moves them to felf^ex- 

.mtnation, to humble Confeflion, to private prayer, 

to greater diligence, and to learn a little how to read 

aiM^udgeof pofeflbrs ; and fois among the aU things 

that vuorkfor good to them that love God, and are the 

tolled according to his purpofe. Once more, the laws 

amd rales, which a weak believer prefcribes to him- 

fcif to walk by, and the vows, promifes, and refo- 

hitions which he is too apt to make, and more apt 

to bitak, thefe often betray him into this fpecies of 

bondage. I come now, 

jdly. To treat of the narrownefs and contraSlion of 
Joul that attends a believer under the influence of thb 
Jpirit of bondage. This legal fpirit clofes the heart, 
and bars it up againft every warm, cheerful, favoury, 
and unftuous Chriftian j yea, fuch an one will even 
fcun their company and their fight ,• finding a heart 
to embrace none, to receive none, to commune with 
pone, no nor cvm tq feck fcUowfliip with any, but 

liioft? 
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chofe that are in fhacklcs^ bondage, and flaver7, lis 
wcU ashimfelf " Like loves its like/' Hence the 
Galadans received the judaizing teachers and their 
companions, who crept into houfes, cordialljr; thejr 
were zealoufly affirfted by them, and zealoufly at« 
tached to them ; even to the danger of excluding 
Chrift himfelf. But, as for Paul, he had no place 
in their hearts j no, not as a friend, nor as an apoftle, 
nor even as a true witnefs for Chrift ; for they count- 
•cd him their enemy, and a falfc apoftle. Hence he 
labours, in his epiftle to them, to prove his apofto- 
lie office to be by the will of God ; that his miffion 
and commifTion was from Chrift alone ; his doftririe 
by immediate revelation, without learning it from 
man, or fo much as feeing them that were apoftles 
before him ; and that when he did »lee them, they 
gave him the right hand of fellowlhip, as approving 
both of him and his doArine. And he exprelTes his 
warmeft love to them, calling them his little children^ 

r 

telling them that he travailed in birth again for them 
till Chrift was formed in them ; that is, he laboured 
in Ibul, in writing, and with God in prayer, to get 
them again out of that legal bondage into liberty ; 
out of that legal fear into gofpel love $ that Chrift 
might be formed in them i that is, dweU in their 
hearts by faith, and in thpir affeftions, as the only 
hope of future glory. But they called him their eniCr. 
my for telling them the truth. 

The Corinthians* hearts were ftraitened, bounds 
juid ihut up, by thcfe difciplcs of Mofes^ in the 

ian[i9 
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^me manner. They could (uffer thefe foobgladty 
to mifkad them^ being themfelvcs fo wife ; but as 
for Paul, they wantc4 a froof of Qhrifi fpesking m 
him I thou^ his voice, by Paul, was oot weak in 
them, but mighty, even at the fame time, . iM 
their inilnK5lors be who, and as many as they migh^ 
it was Pai}} that had begotten them, yet this would 
not do. They caft the father, and the ^ithful ant- 
t)a(Iador« out of tb^ir afl^&ions i and embraced the 
minifters of Satan, vho wer$ nothing but deccit&i" 
workers, enmw ^thi crpfs §f Chr^jjl^ and who bad 
no god but the god of this world and their own 
bellies* Paul fends letters to them-^/2rV litt$rs arf 
weighty end fovoirful ; this even his enemies al-p 
lowed % but hisjfeechy they faid, q>tfi we^k^ and bis 
bodily prtfencc contemptible i and they ch^ge him 
with breaking hi$ promife of coming to them, being 
puf£:d up with a vain conceit oftbemfelves; while 
the believers, which were the feals of PaUra own 
miniftry^ fuflS^red thefe fools thus to ridicule their 
father in Chrift j yea, tbeyfuffered tbeje fools gUdiy. 
Thus were thefe Corinthians legalized, pi^udiced, 
ftraitened, and as it were (hut up under tbejpirit of 
bondage. But this was not the cafe with Paul toward 
them. — 0, ye Corintbiansy our mouth is $pen untoyou^ 
pur heart is enlargedf ye are notftraitened in us, hu$ 
ye are Jirailened in your own hwels. Naw for a re-. 
compenfe in the fame (Ifpedk as unto my children) be 
ye ajfo enlarged, a Cor. vi. ii, la, 13. 

FMr^hcsrniorc, As the hearty ftraitcned by a fpm 

of 
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othahdzgty is barred up againft t5ie faints, and the 
miniflers of tlie Spirit, and againlt the evangelical 
do<5lHhe5 of tht gofpel j fa it is clofed, ftraitcned, 
and Ihut up againft Chrift himfclf ; fto extended 
thoughts dfe hovering about hinnt, nor rheditating 
on hirti ; no ^ktended Views and frefli difcdveHes of 
his glorious perfon, offices, arid Wohdfous under- 
takings i no faith in exercife, deaKng with his blood 
for peace, With his obedience for rightcoufnefi, with 
his arm for ftrength, and with his folrtefs of gr^e for 
help in time of need; rio affections running out aftel* 
him, ncr pladed at the right hahd of God, Wheit he 
fitteth. Hence the kind and endearing eritfeaties — • 
Open tv me, myjjer^ tny love, tny dc^e, m/iy undtfiled. 
Song, r. 2. 

A foul that has lain long iif this bondage does not 
cart to move or ftir itfclf in wifiJom's ways. It geta 
cloyed with reading, hearing tjic Wdrd, and with pri- 
vate and family prayei*. It is likd a rickety child, 
ruined for the want of nurfing; it is death to tnovt % 
ftiuch mott to fhake it; it had rathef fit ftill all it^ 
days than move itslimbs. A foul thus influenced walks 
not irt the Spirit, but in the wrath of the law.-^O, 
thou that art named the boufe of Jacob, is the Spirit of 
the Lord flraitened? Are tbeje his doings f Micah 
ii. 7. Job rcafoncd with unprofitable talk, aftd re- 
firained prayer before God, infteid of lookihg con- 
liantly to Jefus, confefling, and praying ; which, 
in order to obtain enlargement, ought to have been 
doM.^^Evenfo would be bave removed thee out of the 
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y^rnit into a broad place where there is no firaknejs. . 
Job xxxvi. i6» 

A fpul thus legalised ig ftrutened at the throne of 
grace; he has not the whole church of God in his 
heart, nor yet in his mouth \ he prays only for hini<& 
felf, and chat in a very Gold> lifeieis, (paring manner, 
as if God was as poor, and his heart as narrow, as his 
own. Jehofhaphat feeks the Lord by Elilba only for 
water for bis army. The prophet tells him to dig the 
-valley full of ditches ^ and t here Jhall be neither dew nor 
rainy yet that valley Jhall be full of water : and this is 
but a light thing in the eyes of the Lord i hinting 
thereby that ^the Lord had more weighty blefllngs to 
beftow than thefe^ But this was all that was wanted. 
Afk afign of the Lord thy Godj faith the prophet I(aiah 
to AhaZj afk it either in the height ^ or in the depth. 
I will not afky faith hcj neither will I tempt the Lord*. 
Te have wearied men, faith the prophet, and will ye 
weary my God al/b ? Alfo\ the Lord himf elf Jhall give 
you afign^ without alking, behold^ a virgin Jhall con-^ 
eeive and bear a /on. Honce the kind exhortation to 
luch a poor ftraitened, narrow foul, lam thf Lord thy 
Cod, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt j open 
thy mouth wide^ and I will fill it. Pfal. Ixxxi. i Q. 

A foul thus ftraitened is barred againit all good 
counfel, advice, and comfort. He thinks that every 
perfon who labours to enlarge him only wants to heal 
bis wounds fiightly^ and to cry^ Peace, peace, where 
there is no peace i and fo to fet him down fhort of the 
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|>i^rhlfed reft. TJiey are even afraid of light, teva; 
and liberty. My foul refufes to be comforted^ fays one, 
Pfalm Ixxviu ?« Look away from me, labour ttot /# 
comfort me^ faith anotfher. Ifa. xxti. 4. I come now^ 
-Fourthly, To treat of the wrath that works in us^ 
which is this-r-ipirit of bongage. — The law worketb 
wrath. RoRi. \y. 1 5^ All that the broken law mi* 
niAers, revdils, or works, in a man, is she anger^ 
difpleafure, indignation, and wrath, of God at the 
fins of men i which wrath is revealed in the law 
againfl: all luigodlinefs, and is treafured up therc^ 
Fury is not in me, faith the Lord, k i^not in him 
as 'confidered and viewed by the eye of faith in 
Chrift. Here God cannot, God will not, be wroth 
with us ; but get back to the law, and there .we are 
fure to feci it, as nothing but wrath and death' can be 
ibund in that broken covenant, which ia a killing 
letter^ for God minifters not the Spirit by it. Fur- 
thermore, God's wrath can never work where there 
IS no fin 5 but where fin is there it will work, if we 
go to it. It got a fad hold of Chrift ; it melted his 
heart in the midft of bis body^ while be bore our fins 
upon the tree. When he got rid of our fin he got 
rid of his Father's wrath. And it works fadly in the 
confcience of a believer, and ftirs up his old man, 
when he lofes fight of Chrift, and gets back to that 
old yoke ; for the burden of that precept was never 
eafy, nor the yoke of bondage ever light. Hence the 
iad complaints of many gracious ib'uls when influ- 
enced by it. — I am the man that hath feen affliSion 
fy the rod ofbiiwratb. Surely again/h me is be turned \ 
^' ' be 
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h» turnetb bis band ugainft mi all the daj. Myjkjb 
andfi^jkin baib be made old; be batb , broken mf 
bones. He batb made my ebain beavy ; wben I cry 
4ndjbeut bejhuttctb out my prayer. He was unto me 
as a bear lying In wait, and as a lion htjecret places^ 
He batb filled me witb bistemejs % be batb made me 
drunk witb wormwood; be batb broken my teetb witb 
gravel ftones^ and cMered me witb ajbes \ be batb 
moved myfiulfarfrompeace^ and I forget ft^/perity^ 
Lam. iii, Becaufe tbere is wratb^ beware left be take 
ibee away witb bisftroke, tben a great ranfom cannot 
deliver tbefi Job xnxfu 18. Por in my wratb I/mote 
tbeey but in my favour bave I bad mercy an tbee. IfaL 
Ix. 10. for tbe iniquity of bis eovetoufnefs wtts Iwrotb^ 
etndfmote bim 1 1 bid me^ and was wrotb. 1 bave 
/ten bis ways^ and will beal bim, and r^ore comforts * 
unto bim. Ifaiah li. 17. A a Utile wratb I bide ntf 
face from thee for a moment ; but witb great mercies 
wUi Igatber tbee^ &c. &c. Tbou waft angry witb mei 
but tbine anger is turned away^ and tbou ccmforteft 
me. Henca it appear^ plain that the law ftirreth up 
the corruptions of the human hearty the enmity of 
the carnal n^ind, the eld man of fin ; and jeorks t\m 
Wrath and anger of God in the conlciehce ; fo that 
there is wrath, fear^ and torment. And tbe work- 
ings of this anger and wrath of the law ftir up th< 
anger and wrath of man againft both God and 
man. 

Sarah> under this bondage^ deals hardly with htt 
maid, drives her from the tent, and makes her fly 
from her prcfcnce j quarrels with Abraham. — Mf 
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^ong he upon tbee^nnd the Lord judge between me and 
tbee. No peace can be had while this Hagar, this 
inount Sinai in the figure^ is working in the heart. 
Job finds fault with ^11 his. friends i calling them 
miferable comforters ^forgers cflies, and pbjftcidns of no 
value I and there was not a wife ix)an among them. 

Afaph, while this chaltening rod was upon him^ 
was envious at the projperity of the wicked^ becauje thqf 
are not in trouble as ether men^ and becaufithey had no 
bands in tbeir deatb. Jeremiah find^ fault with the 
man wbe brougbt tidings to bisfatber^faying^ A man 
child is born unto tbee, making bim very glad-. And let 
that man be as tbe cities wbicb tbe I^rd oVertbreWy and 
r Rented ncti and let bim bear tbe cry in tbe mornings 
mnd tbe Jbouting at noontide ; becaufe be flew me noi 
from tbe womb $ or tbat my motber migbt bave been 
my grave, and ber womb to be alwqfs big with me. 
Jen XX. 15 — 17* 

The beft and moft feven tempered pcrfon upon 
earth, under the workings of this bondage^ will hifs 
like a vif)cn It is a leven that will ferment, and ftir 
Up every corruption of the heart, fet all in confufion, 
and till the foul with nothing but wrath and indigna- 
tion* And if fuch an one has got nobody prefent to 
find fault and quarrel wifh, he will quarrel at anything 
that comes in his head. Job Iperds a whole chapter 
againft his birtb-day. — Andjobcurfedbisdayn Let tbe 
deyperijb wberein I was bom^ and tbe nigbt in wbicb 
itwasfaidy There is a man child conceived. Let tbat day 
he darknefs i let not God regard it from above i neither 
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knBs light Jbine updn Ui ktiarkntfsmiihtjhui&milf 
dtdtbjtatn ill lit a ckud d^iOiU upw it ; kt the Mdik-^ 
Hiifs of the day terrify it j hi it not be joined to tbeddy^ 
if the year-, let it not tfemelnia the nUihter ef the 
month \ let ihem eUrJe it that curfe the day. jobiiir 
l^or ^cs die enmity of the Heart, Whenftkfed uf> 
by a Q^lrk ofb6ridagc/fta^ itfrif i^on Men ahd things 
^niy } but evenGodhimfeff conies in for » (hafe.-^ 
the carnal mlHd iseiMty dgdihji Ged. Alid this en- 
mity h a memberof the old man, i^hich he will hold 
f2& as lo^ tt he Kvts. Job riioltiplied ^for& againft 
God> and lied s^nfE his rigHt. I fat ahme^ faith Je^ 
rcmiah, luaufe of thy h^nd^for thou bafifiUedmt with 
indtgnntien. Why is my pdik perpetual^ andntf ^mmi 
iniurdihy ^hieb refufeib to h healed f PFtU tihk ie 

« 

9f together wito me as a liar, and as winters that fitill 
ftr. »v. 17 > 18. Thou hajl caff off, vnd ahborred ; 
thou kafi been wroth with thine ajtoinfedi ebon bafi 
madevoidtbeccvenantcftbyjenmnri thouhofiprofaned 
blrcto'iJOni thou baft brektn down his hedges, andbnmgbt 
bisftreng boTds to ruin ; thdu haftfet up the right band 
of bis adverfmes, wed bdftmade all bis enemies to r^- 
joice. !Pfelm viii. 9. ^us the fooUfbnefs cf a indk 
perverteth bis wtxy^ and his heart frettiib againft the 
Lord, l^hefe ar^ (bme of the' heisvy charges Aat 
are brbUght againft the Father oraUrnefcii^*, ind 
conflr*ns, witha withc6> thetnkh of his own pro- 
dlamatibD) when he procl^itied his dwn nsLttit-^fKr 
lord, ibe LozdGod, gracious dttd mirHfid, 'pw » 

ttnger, and abitndant In padbeft dfidtiiifbi' Attd^if 

he- 
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file ^ere not fb I know not what would become 
of us. 

Thus the law worketh wraths It communicates 
tfacjwrath that is revealed in it to us ; it worketh the 
wrath of God in the foul, ftirs up the wretched en* 
ttiity of the heart, and fills it with anger againft every 
thingw Such a foul fretteth againft God. tt envies 
the happineis of the righteous^ and the prbfpeHty of 
the wicked. This bondage fiUs the foul with hatred^ 
mnd makes nmth hauful^ und hating cne another. The 
heart is filled with madnefs^ and full of curling and 
bitternefs stt every crofe, and every thing th^t lies in 
fhe way, though he doth not fplt it out. Sbch an 
cine views God as an enemy> and one chat ttizx% his 
counIels» breaks his purpofes, thwaitshis deflgns,.and 
lights ag^idl him^ when (as he thinks) he aims well 
and iiieahs well. It fills the foul with lelf->pity ; and 
(uch an otie (its down, and confiders himfelf as an in- 
jured rtian. He Will CaVil at Che mafler of the houlc- 
hold about every penny that is given to another; 
and is not fatisfied With the penny given to him> 
thinking that himfelf deferved more. He wifl limit 
the Holy One 6f Ifrael, and cannot aUow the Lord 
to do as he will with his own. He will envy the 
happinefs and ftate of every body ; think his own lot 
to be the worft that ever 'fell to the (hare of man t 
and therefore be difcontonted with every thing and 
gmceftil for nothing. 

And, for my part^ I know of ho trial (b (harp, no 
£fOis fo heavyi no fenfitions fo drfodfiil/no exercift 
•Da fo 
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fo fevere, no dlTpenfatton fa terrible, no rod that ed-* 
ters fo deep, as to be left to ilruggle ifrith legaf boo- 
dage. The fmiles of a gracious Father are changed 
into the frowns of an angry Judge j liberty, with re-* 
ipe£fc to the enjoyment 0f it, is exchanged for bon« 
dage I happinefs for mifery -, peace for war, familia- 
rity for fhynefs^ indulgence forcold indifference i ten-* 
demeis for fenfible negle^b ; attrading love into for- 
bidding terror; a mercy-feat for a throne of judg- 
ment; and the beft of friends into the appearance of 
an enemy. — Terrors are turned upon the fays Job^ 5 
they furfue my joul as the whid^ andtny welfare pajfetb 
away as a cloud. My bones are pierced in me in the 
night Jeafon^ andmyjinews take no reft. He bath cafi 
me into the mire, and I am become like duft and ajhes. 
I cry unto tbee^ and thou deft not bear me \ I ft and up, 
and tbou regardeft me not. Tbou- art become cruel to 
me. Witb tby ftrong band tbou oppofeft tbyfelf againft 
Mi^^my barp alfo is turned into mournings and my organ 
into tbe voice of tbem tbat weep. I come now, 

5thly, To thcfti/picion znd Jealoufy that attends this 
fpirit of bondage. The Lord our God, wbq/e name 
is jealous^ is a jealous God^ Exod. xxiv. 1 4. How long^ 
Lordy wilt tbou be angry for ever i fhall $by jealoufy 
bum like fire? Pfalm Ixxix. 5. The fpirit of bon^ 
dage brings a little of this ingredient with \U The 
^uie in the Song felt this pretty fharply 1 (he refufed 
to open to her beloved, and fo \^c withdrew ; ihe 
fought him, but found him not ; fhe Called him, but 
he gave her no anfwer. He then went down into the 

garden 1 
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gardcni tfiat is, down among the mftre meek, hum- 
ble, and lowly fouls. This (heknew, and begged thefe 
foung daughters to ftay her with flagons, ' and to 
comfort her with apples, for (he was fick of love j 
and defircd them to tell her beloved fo when thty 
faw him. Hence her own defcription of her feelings, 
at this time— .y^/ me^s a/eal upon thine bgart^ as afeal 
upon thine arm: for love isftrong as deaths jealou/y is- 
pitel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, 
fvbicb bath if tncfi vehement flame ^ Song viii. 6. 

It is eafy to fee where the penman of the Song 
learnt this leilbn. — And the Lord was angry vsith So^ 
lomon^ becaufehis heart was turned from tbeLordGodof 
Ifrael which had appeared to him twice ^ andhadcom^^ 
mandedhim concerning this thing, that befljould notg9 
after other gods. fVherefore the Lord f aid unto Solo^ 
fnon^ Forafmucb as this thing is done of thee, I will 
furely rend the kingdom from thee, and give it to thy 
Jervanty (i Kings xi. 9*^11), who was Jeroboam^ 
The prophet Ahijab meets Jeroboam, and tells him 
that he fliould reign over ten tribes, bccaufc Solo^ 
mon had ferved other gods. Moreover, God pro- 
mifed by him that, if Jeroboam would walk in God's 
ftatutes, as David did, God would be with him, and 
build him a fure houfe. Solomon hears of all this» 
and in his defperate madncfs fights againft the very 
decree of God ; detcrilnincd to make his promift void, 
and his prophet a liar ; for Solomonfought 'to killjero'- 
boam, but Jeroboam fled into Egypt, i Kings xi. 40. 
I^ol^mon, in tliis rage of jealoufy, had quite 'forgot- 

P 3 ten 
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tmUsHfn ftwtA^^A iko- dab tiMAm^tf ift# 

th$d$fMfp^J(mi Ut bimflitiH tbifiii iHMWMjt^f 

kirn, HowevisrjGcxi kept him fit>m hit pwpoA^; lor 
S<4oinQo vat not to fly to tfao pit of bdl as^imu^ 
fkrer, nor to be beaten with eternal ftnpes.*^/ mUi 
fifr ibis qffiiff the Jud 9f Davids ha n$t j[§t mm. 
t Kingp yi. 39. Jnd ibe Lcrd fiirr^ ^oh itiuar^ 
Jary witQ^clm$tty Hadad ibe EJmHje i smd Gtdftirred 
MfMotbar adQerfarfy Kmn^ thifm tf Eliad^ ; and 
Jeroham.bjc Itfi up bU bmd agwi/f ibe kiMg. 
. Such i4Qlatr7» and aUcoation of aflcAiona fiom 
Cm, God calb tbd fr&vekwg 0/ bis Jnui and fff bit 
dAU^ersi and* 9S Sokmm hsAfrwdud ibe Jit 
fnigbiy, t^jealoufy mik^tm that Wir^ mgeds^f^ God 
{u-ovolces him to jealoufy by them vluch were no 
iatnts^ 

Sarab was afflided with a Utt](e of this, fire wbei^ 
in her wlfdooo, (he woidd &rthcr die conoiing of the 
promifed feed, by giving up her bed t» Hag^ i at 
whofe conception the Serility of die ianpily wat &irly 
proved to lie at the door of Sarab^ and not at the 
door of Abraham. She drives Ha^ar out of the 
tscnt^ to. get rid of the crofi that ibe had brought 
vt)on herieJC The angel of God fends. Hagar back 
again* that Sarab aiight be filled with her own waysu 
How Ihe felt this I muft leave thofe to gMe& who 
are in the fecret. I believe Ih^ was nevei: perfeftly 
healed of this difeafe till ihe had got the proniiled 
feed upon her knees, and the bond woman, and h«r 
fon out of the tent. 

When 
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Wk.«.^<P«H of j^9V>Mfy coi«^^ 
4f>th 1^ ftay bf re* Such an ont is oat on^ jealous 
9f the ^c apd ^M^Qur <>f God, ICq a9 to ^my the 
JMppiApfs of ^. that ci^yof tJieJigbt; of h» bkflEed 
^\VKfnamcc i bvt In? is je^liovs of hiS:Own iK»oi«» 
49^aknisQf the afiediaos^ good^wiU wd ufupk^ 
4t(^^try body. Such an one cannot br^r to hfiaf 
i|noi;hfP^ fpokeq n^ oCi he views eirery one in aaf 
efcjCTp arival tp hjoii. Thff ajx^yps difpu^od wbwh 
J9i0uld(b? t^ grc4ceft, though thfiy vere tihwoied to 
owi^ i( k atfd, iii ien vw^ filled mtb ind^nMign ^t 
jMUi and Jobn, for wanting to fit at the right hud 
aiid at t^ left pf Chrift in his kmgdpn;^ whkh thqf 
jfoppoied was to be a cemppcal one. 

ThUjealoufy often tenninaties in caraal jeMouijr* 
The man is jealous of his wifi:, or (he is jeakuis of 
her huA)an4 ; and (iich foula at^e pi^epajriog tbeir bit- 
ter waters, a&es, and jeak)ufy-o0eriog9, aU the d^ 
VxBkgi for jeaUmfy is the rage QfrnaHi and ib \% is of wo« 
man i and Jucb will not rtfi etmtpited tbmtgb tbeu 
giveft many gifts ; nothing can remove it, but him 
that fent it \ for it is the workings of the ^'^rit of 
bondage, and a terrible ingredient in it ; and let 
thoie, who have felt the bitteroels of it, take heed 
that they do not procure thefe things to themfelves by 
provoking God, or others, to jealoufy ; for, if they ^o 
not procure them by thefc, they are not like to have 
them themielves« 

The reafons of God's lending thefe things upon 
his peopie are th^le ; God is good, gftat, and g^« 
tious i and is jealous of his own praile^ glory, and 

D 4 honour. 
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honour, which he will never give to another. Go4 
is a huA>and s and is jealous of the love, obedienco^ 
and aflTe&ionsj of his own church, and will not faje 
provoked with a whoriQi heart. Now, if his pco^ 
pie bow their knees and give his praife to idols, a^ 
Solomon did; or if any rival to God be iet up, qdled 
$bi image ofjtalimjj^ which frovoketh tojealoufyi ; €X 
if the affeftions be alienated from God, and gone 
after covetouihefs and the love of money, aslfraeV^ 
heart was, which provoked God to wrath ; or if inr 
ordinate afiedtions, which are a member of the oM 
man, be indulged to the creature, as pavid*s was 
to Abfalom, and Jacob's to Rachael, Jephtha*s to 
his daughter, Jacob's^ to Jofeph, or £li*s to Hophni 
and Phineas — thefe rivals to God are fure to be re- 
moved out of the way, or left to be a fnare to the in- 
flulgen For, when God is moved to anger, wrath, 
and jealoufy, by the provocations of his people, he 
will then fend the fpirit of bondage upon them, 
and influence them with the fame anger, wrath, an4 
jealoufy which his people provoke him to. 

This may befecn in the matter of Eli — Wherefore^ 
faith God, kick ye my Jacrifice^ and at mine offering 
which I have commanded in mine habitatimy and ho- 
poureji thyfons above me ? i Sam.ii. 29. They kick- 
ed at God's facrificc, which provoked the Lord ; 
they abufed the women that came to the houle of 
God, //// peopk abhorred the offerings of the Lord ; 
which is called grieving the Lord. Eli honoured his 
fons before God,*by continuing them (from motives 
pf affediioii) in the priefts' office^ whereby God was 
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iKflionourec). And all this God turns upon El!*<** 

Samuel fha]] provoke Eli, as his fons had provoked 
Grod. yfnJ thou Jhalt fee an enemy in my habitation j 
und there Jhall not he an old man in thine boUjefor 
ever; and the man of thine ^ whom I Jhall not cut off 
from mine altar, Jhall be to conjume tbint ^is^ and 
to grieve tl^ne heart, i Sam. ii. 33. Thus Eli was 
to lee an enemy, a rival, in God*s houfe, who was 
to cohfume his eyes; whom he was to view with 
a fufpicious and jealous eye to the grief of his 
heart. • After this God bejgins to provoke him': 
for he fpeaks to Samud, though a child, but no 
more to Eli. And thus God, when provoked to 
jealoufy, puts thofe who provoke him, as it wcr^ 
in his own place; then afks them how they like 
it, and if they have not procured thefe things tP 
fhemf elves in that the^ have forjaken the Lord their 
God. • Jercm. ii. 17^ And this is no more than the 
law of retaliation — meafure for meafure. I come 
flow to the 

6th head. Rebellion and difcontent. Jonah is or- 
dered to Nineveh. He rebels, and goes to Joppa, in 
order to flee to Tarfus from the prcfence of God, 
He is thrown overboard, and finks in the belly of 
hell. Then he is humbled, and prays heartily. God 
brings hinri up again, and repeats his command to 
Nineveh. Jonah goes, and delivers his meflaget 
which was all that God required of him. He might 
then have gpqe home again, if he would; but 
Jonah fceks another quarrel, like Lot's wife, who 
looked back to fee what became of Sodom : Jonah 

makes 
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malm a ic0fb^ md fits tbire to/u what hcemcs ^ 
t/>eatjf. He had oo orders for a)l this; he mt^ 
have 1^ the ^vent o( his roefla^ to God. JoMh 
^xpe^s W oycnhrov of all ib( buildings by a^ 
earthquakes or fome flraqge JM^goaeot i God noeaJH 
ga overthrow of idoli^cy. JoMh qqpefts Aat all 
would pwiJBfitly go eryiog i^to i^^ but God ia^ 
leod^d 911 usdvfrfiil cry to bfafy^iL He b^gw M 
breathe out his anger ag&i^d; G^ ^ God breai^hcf 
Uk eaft wind> and frnte; JomL, Jonah fiums; fo 
be a»y-^Gifd fafnf^fk ^>j «<iK^<r a wiofj. Go4 
wfes a gourd, % Jonah is plea(cd« God finices iC| 
Jonah is angry sigv^i and ^o^ vfMto ii Mffy,€va$ 
Mnt^dioib. Suppofeheis-Hwjiacofthat? Niocvei^ 
flydl ftand in ^ute of hinu His rneflipge was ^ 
m^erfkrcw, not a d^ruBim, Bus Goddid not teljl 
Jonah what he oieant by an overthrpw y thei\ ic 
proves (what every body knoiip) that God givith 
not account iff an^ of his mattes. Job ixxiii. ly. 

Jeremiah flees from the work^ and is dccennined 
tp have no more of k« God'^ anger is to come in 
like a torrent, and not one prophet to ftf^id in th( 
gap for IfraeL A Jewifli captain caught him^ and 
brought him back^ taking him for a traitor, who 
was going to fall away to the Chaldeans. He is 
ir ought to the princes^ who 4ir€ wrath with bimi thef 
Jmite hinty and put him in the frifon. Jer. xxxvii. 
13, 14. Mofes defircs to be killed outright, that 
he may not fee his wretchednefs. 

A foul thus influenced with the fpirit of bondage 
while he is haraflfed with a legal confcicnce^ is con- 
tented 
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^ntcd cawht rc« Tkt P/almiO: wonts the mtf$$ ^ 
4 4ovi tufij. auufi^ iffid remain aptr effintht wilder^ 
fKffu AnQibec wi(he» that he bad^ ^ven up the 
ghoft as ipQn as M c«mc Ibrth itoto the womb> ajad 
that 00 eye hfA km him* Aiaiothsr 13 for a^i^^ 
Hfwi^farmi iv^t that h« may letFc the p^optet aod 
IP fxxMjii theno. EUjjth cxtfreatj tbci i^d to taJw 
imray hi&life,;. which was what (Md MTcr ioKisdi^ 
to do. 

. Ever^ affli£Uo]> under du3: ^ck of bwdagp is 
fip^atj aod works. ^QOvotjA—Bad it bwi m m^ 
i^,p,Ic9MUikav/sJtfiruit'^ xityif it bad been bioLthM 
h^Mdm^IwQuldbgikvtbidn^/^f fr0n.bim.i int i$ 
mas tbou* (ii.'^tycty^ thing but the right. I^ah 
jpjivie^ Rachael's beauty* Rachaeji covics. Lcah't 
fruitiuhe^s.^ But nothing of this is felt while the 
Iqyc of Chrifk is eqjoyed. I bow prtKeed to the 
. 7tb particular. Dfffcndcn^ zni d^peration. The 
operations of this Ipirit of bondage, and the ienllble 
difi4cafure.ofQod &lt in it, bow the foul down«*-^/ 
^m bom<d down^eatly i I go mourning all the d^ long. 
The holy Spirit of God is grieved^ and does not 
^operate as a con)fi:uter i hence the complaint — T4r 
csmfurUTy ibaijhould relieve my/ouL^ is far from me. 
Xmxx. i. 1 6. Tbou bafl removed mf foul far off from 
$e^ei I forget proJferHy ; and I f aid ^ Myfirength and 
n^ hofe are ferijbed from tbe Lord. Lan). iii. i7» 18. 
The fenfible prcfcnce of God appears to be 
wholly withdrawn^ and nothing left but a bitter 
.fenfe of our k>f^ and tbe remenabrance of for- 
mer halcyon days* which the foul is icady to con- 

dude 
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dude arc gone far cvcr^— O that I were as ik 
months faft^ as in the days *when Godprejerved m/^ 
when his candle fiufied upon my heady and when ij 
his Ught 1 walked through darknefs j as I was in she 
diTfs ofmyyouthy when the/ecret^ef God was upon my 
tabernacle i when the Mmi^ty was yet with me\wbeh 
my children were about me i when I wajbed my fieps 
with butter^ and the rock poured me out rivers of oil t 
Job xxix. 2—6. 

Looking back to former indulgences^ and to for- 
mer banquets, is the chief employ of a foul thus in^. 
fluenccd.— Tifr^r^ is bread enough in my father* s boufe, 
and to fpare^ faith the prodigal, but 1 perifi with 
hunger I and, fearing that he fhould be damned as an 
apoftate or as an hypocrite in Zion, he wifhed to be 
reduced to the level of a common bond-fervant,— f» 
/ have finned againft heaven^ and in thy fighty and 
am no more worthy to be called tbyfon i make me as an 
hired fervant. Thus legal bondage, meeting witft 
guilt in his confciencc, brought him to himfelf. 

But then it may be afked, why fuch good men, an^ 
elpecially fuch a man as Job, who obtained fo good 
a report through faith, and to whom God gave i6 
great a tcftimony as to call him a perfeff and an up^ 
right man^ Sec. &c. who was fo abundant in every 
good word and work— why fuch a man fhould be 
cxercifcd with legal bondage again ? That he wai 
abundant in good works is plain by what he ad-;- 
vances. — / made a covenant with mine eyesy to keep 
my heart cha^e. If I have walked with vanity y or 
if my foot bath hafied to ' deceit \ if my-^ftep haib 

turned 



fumed cut of the w^y, and, mine heart walked aftef 
mine eyes\ and if any blot hath cleaved to my bands y 
then let mejow^ akd let another eat. If I did defpife 
the caufe of my man fervant or maid.fervant when 
they contended with me; if I have withheld the poor 

m 

from their deftre^ or have caufed the eyes of the widow 
tofail^ or have eaten my morfel alone y and the father^ 
tejs hath not eaten thereof \ if I have feen any perijb 
for want of clothings or aty poor without covering % 
if his loins have not blejfed me, and if he were not 
warmed with the fleece of my Jheep. The fir anger did 
not lodge in the fireet^ hut I opened my doors to the 
traveller ; yea^ 1 was eyes to the blind^ and feet was 
I to the lame. J plucked thefpoil out of the teeth of 
the oppreffbr, and caufed the widow'* s heart to Jingfor 
joy. He had inftru6led many ; his words had up* 
holden them that were falling, and he had ftrengdi- 
ened the feeble knees,. that God would hear me I 
Beholdy my dejire is that the yilmighty woul^ anfwer 
me J and that mine adverfary had written a book ifurelj 
I would take it upon my Jhoulder^ and bind it as a 
crown to me : 1 would declare unto him the number 
ofmyfleps ; as a prince would I go near unto him. I 
defire to be weired in an even balance^ that the AU 
mighty may know mine integrity. Job xxix, xxxi. 

Now[ it may be afked. Are not thefe good works ? 
And it muft be anfwered. Yes, they are. And is 
not this being fruitful, and abounding in the work 
of the X-ord ? It certamly is. But he calls all thefe 
performances his own.— ^I did this — I did that ; but 

■ 

iiever acknowledges the help and power of God, 

which 



which w^^ied in him hth to wiU and id A all tle/k 
ibings. tie takes atl the glory of hb gbod W6rk& x6 
himfclf, and fohi God of the glory rfhU grac*. If 
he was rich, Who made him fo ? If he efc'fewed cvif, 
who gave him a tender confcience and that fear ? If 
he was liberal^ who opened his heart ? David faySy 
jybai dm I and my fi^pUy that wtjbould ojir thus 
Vfiliingiy t Tofims it is givtn to gather tcgelbcr and 
to heap jvpi hut not an hart given to do good therewith. 
And who made Job to difier ? *lf Job inftruded 
many, who gave hhn tvifdom ? If he n^as eyes to 
the blind, who gave him ubderftanding ? If he 
-ftrengthened the weak hands, from ' whence came 
the bkfling ind the power ? Job takes the glory olT 
ill Aktk things to himfelf ^ but God Was the agent 
and author of all thefe good works, and will not 
^ive his glory to another. 

Come, Job (fays God), you have peiformcd 
wonders } and I muft be greasy indebted to you; 
fo be fure, for all thefe good firuits, which were put 
forth by my fpirif. You Call for the Almighty to 
«nfwer you. You call me your adverfary, and wiih 
that I had written a book of yotir perfortMUces s 
you would take it on your fiioulder, and bind it as 
a crown to you, and as ^ prince you would dm# 
near to me. You dcfire to be weighed in an 
even balance, that I may know your integrity. Ydtl 
defire to realbn with God, You tell me endifgh of 
what you have done; but you (ay nothing <5f my 
working in you to will and to do. Wherefore I will 
ccafc working te you. - My prcfcncc, my vifitatJons, 

my 
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tttfdtw of gritfe, diaH be withdrawn ; and t inB 

Jifhd my lane and ies denfismds Ineo your confcience^ 

and you (hatl fee "what that rcqtrires, and how infi* 

nitely'fliortyour obec^ience cornels wKcnlaid to that 

rule ; afid by thac law I Vill nchher nniniftcr my 

graic to you, nor work ift you j that law is your debt 

book, that law is the hand- writing that is againft 

you. Now caft up your accounts, and fee what 1 

owe you, 6r What you Owe ntie. By my kw yott 

fliall have th« knowledge 6{ yOiir fih, and in {hat 

kw I will hide ffiy face, and I fball then fee how jistit 

go On without ttit.^^fFberifore bideft tbou tby fact 

fro^ mi^ and holdeft me fir thine enemy 7 H^lt tbou 

Ireak a tedfi wilt tb$u furfite the dfyfiuhblet For 

ibcu vmt^ litter things agdiHfi me J and makefi idt 

iopofejs the ike^tiiiles ef my youth, jObxiii. ^4—06^ 

^ob is now got to the black ttiCdXht. 'Ood'sYace ia 

hid. He feels the law working wndi in him— 7W 

boldeft me far tbke ene9ky. The hand- writing is be-* 

forehim— 7lfr»» writeft hitter thinp agnhft me. AtA 

by the law h the knowledge of ttt^r-^I pj?fs the 

Iniquities of my yimib. 

Why do you cry out, Job ? Thb is the veexi bai 

lartce of my fan&uary, in which yau wiflred to bk 

weighed. Come, Job, I have not doge with you ^ 

*ii?iU take yoti away firdfn tay mcrcy-^feat : the Raf>- 

fonl, the Surety, and the Redeemed tkatf hare pro^ 

Vtded, {hall be out of 1%1k for b while s 'iind I wift 

«riw near to ybii in %!ith, and on a thrtitte of ji!w3gi- 

tecrit ; "for ^thott^khd^ft^but littfe df me yet: Mi 

doJfAM openfhinejfytif ufon/uth m one, 4nd kifigejt 

me 
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me info judgment with tbee f O that thou toouldefi biiS 
me in the grave i that thou wouldeft keep sne injearei 
nil thy wrath be f aft i that thou wouldeft sppoini me 
a Jet time, and remember me. Job xiv. 3 — 13. 

Now, Job, you are at a throne of judgment^ and 
you feel my wrath in the law againft you as a tranf- 
greflbr ; and where are now all your good works ? 
Will they anfwer for you ? Oh, no? if he will enter 
into judgment with itian, he cannot anfwer him one of a 
thoujand. In this even balance you art found wanti. 
ing. Job. 1 am indeed ; therefore fut me in afure^ 
foith thee. And now where wilt thou go ? O let me 
go to the throne of grace^ O that I knew where I 
might find him, that I might come even to his feat* 
"What do you want to get there for. Job ? Why xa 
get away from a throne of judgment, from the 
hand-writing, from the wrath of God, and from 
my angry Judge; for there, at the mercy-feat, the 
righteous might difpute with him -, Jo fhould I be 
delivered for ever from my Judge. Job xxiii. 7. 
. A child of God (like Job) who has kno^n the 
benefits and bleflings of a mercy*ieat i who has ez-^ 
perienced the dew of God*s grace ; who has been 
blefled with the vifitation of God 9 who has felt the 
candle of the Lord Ihining upon his head, and the 
Almighty's prefence with him, and the glory of God 
frelh in him (Job xxix) -, I lay, for fuch a foul to be 
brought to the darknefi of the old mount (where the 
face of God is hid) to be placed afix:Ib before the 
hand- writing of the law; to have his corruptions 
ftirredup by iti to pofiefs the iniquitiis of his youth; 

to 
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to fisd t)^ wrath of God; fea the terrors^ curfes, and 
thrcatenings, of the law^ all thcfe arrows oftheAU 
mighty ari withtM sm (laith Job), ibe pnjon, wbgreof 
drittketb np tnyjpirit ; the terrors of God'Jo/U tbem^ 
fiio€9 in tttToy agcunfi me. Jojb vL 4. T iky, for a 
ibiil that is thus dealt with, and fenfibly iet beftirc a 
throiie of judgment, to be ihufi up in kgal bondage, 
and grafped by the hftnd of ai) angrj^ God, under 
Much fe^fible anger Satan temptedlnartbibkrfpbenttt 
tfae^ Almighty, becaufe he appeared id fvch wirath 
mgainft faim ^ I iay, futh a law^workj works nothing 
but ddpondency and defperaticn — ^ifyeimagtMe to 
reprove worisyondtbejpeeebes ^one itfaiisdejperatef 
Jobvi.:a6. ' 

• We have got fome ^k in a profeffion, who tell 
w that a believer cannot be entangled again in legal 
bondage.—**^ It is the working of his own corrupt 
«* tions,*' lay they, " and Satan's temptations/' ^ut 
the Spirit of truth calls ir tbe anger ofGod^ tbe 'vor^atb 
iff God y I be arrfWJ ofGody tbe terrors of God j tbe «r- 
dignatkn ofGody the burning jealoufy of God, tbe beavy 
bmdofGody tbe provocations of God, and the judgment 
of God: and, until fuch fools can diftinguiih between 
die law of God and their owncorruptions ; between 
the atrows cff God and the fierjr dares of Satan ; they 
are ignorant of God's teaching, and ought to hold 
their peace,, and be fwift to hear and flow to ^ak» 
aod- not fet therofelves up for mailers, 10 theyfoQ 
into tbe condemnation of tbe devil. 

But the true cafe and £tate of fuch men is this--* 
They we confcious to thcmfelves that they aref in a 

£ fplendid 
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fplendid profefllon, and yet ahe igrionLntof this divine 
teaching J wherefore they call the laihes of their con- 
fciences, their fcars^ th^ir Bp(>rehenfidhs^ their bon* 
dage, &c. the workings of tile did man» stud Sabin's 
devices againlt them; and that bearingup under ^d, 
agm&ft thefe, is fighting the good fight of £uth : 
.whereas the tmtk of the mattec is this — ^It is the 
wrath of Gdd^ the bondage of the law, and the ctirfe 
tjf it, wdfiking; in their Ibuk for their hypocritical 
^ofeffiai^i being def^itute of the grace of Gkxl^ and 
iiaving: never been bom igain of God ; fo that, their 
lighting is beating die air. It is not the fig^c of 
(ahfa) but of rebellion i not againfl: Satan, but againft ' 
both God and confcience ; and God makes this mac 
nifeft m ^vety proGbflor^ whom he gives up to bard^ 
ne/s • cf hearty to f^ fearful ioiking-for ifjuJffnaUs to 
damnailt berefiei^ to 0pen prtfanity^ to madn$fs^ or xssk 
felf^rnurder. I proceed now, 

Sthly, To fliew thtfen/rbU drywrfs and harranu/s 
diftt attend legal bondage. By the law God doth 
|iot communicate his Spirit, and without hb infiu* ' 
ence there can be no fruiL Refirflitngs come fitiiA 
God's prefence; but in the law hid prefence can 
never be enjoyed j no good frliit, Uhlefs we abide ijk 
the vine 5 for under the legal yoke Chrift profits u& 
nothing, with refpeft to fenfible union and commu^ 
_ nion \ our joy withers, and love Ivaxes, coldi No 
bloflbming like a rofe with divine: enlargement 1 no 
hcaivcnly-mindedncfs, no life and peace enjoyed } 
nothing felt within but God's anger, man's rcbetHbn, 
and Sato's a^auks ; nothing without but gloompefs^ 

frefli 



( 6t ) 

&elh.^n(^ of troubles^ and dilTatisfafllbii t?ith dnr^ 

tfiiiig. A preacher \]h(l<^r iKis fp'rHt rh^y ftorm and 

>age> and think ta frighten men but of their fins; 

ted driVe them to heavfcii with thefe lalhes of legal 

terrors) and thi ihtrndefbolts. of damhaiiori i, bptall 

in Tain; finners ai;c only hardened by it; £tnd..faii|ts^ 

1^? ftarvied. It is hb: Better^ than- atteciiptiijg^ to 

^^ ibrce^e Spiflt iDf Grade itfelf,.&nd bihd his c^n? 

y fort Liberty/'— Milton. . . ; , 

/ Such a foul, re-entahg^ed if ith the yoke of. bon« 

ddge^.coitinminicatEfs nothing but bondage toothers^ 

His convferfation is libthing but complaints : .gro^ti^ 

ing nndel* lin^ and talking of his ddubts^ Tears, %nd 

drfcad&l.apprehenfidhs. Hi^ converfe favours of 

nothing btjt. horror, terror, tornrient, bondage, and 

wrath, drcadi death; and damnation j and ^hat he 

difcourfes of^ that he Ifeavj^ behind }^ Wherever he 

gctes. He is barren iii hi^ fotU, barren in his clofet^ 

barren in his family, barren i0 the pulpit^ bia^rren; in 

the pe^, . barren. in the church, and. barren in the» 

world. . No bnfkion, no fait, no oil of joy, hoTavory 

meati no water of life, comes by the law t it is a dark 

and dry mbuntain in a barren land i and he that 

goes there is filled with darknefs, and his converfatioi^ 

is; nothing but c6nftlfion, vain jangling, inconfifted- 

i;sies, and felf-contradi£Hoh« Such foiUs are dried up 

like a potfherd ; their joys are withered away, and 

they may cry, as others have doncj MfUanneJs^ my 

Uamefsy wo unto me /. 

And, as for thofe poor bimd fouls who tell us that 
kgal bondage can never again influence a child of 

£ % God^ 
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Oodi bue chat all tins bondage* fear, wratli, and 
terrorj are only the ftirringi of eorraption-rdiey 
would do well to infomn mhow CMruption caniVifHrk 
without the law; for wbire ihireisnoJsw then ism 
Hwifgr^ffiM I the m^iicMS ^f Jm ut4 hy tin lawi tig 
Jtrtngtb Pfjin is tbiUmi by tbi la» is the humledgi 
tffi$. Tbi law WMs sddid tbat the offinue migbt 
BbmmJ^ and fin tidces occafion by the commandmeat^ 
and works in the memben dirou^ the commaiid- 
ment. The law ia man*a debt book, and rcreala 
the wnidi of the creditor againfk the i debtor. 16 
Chrtft fin is done away, and God is well pkaiedi 
bu^RO where elfe. And^ as to making Satan die 
only iiiftigator of the ftirrings of cormption, is nrrak- 
ing lum divided againft htrnfclfj'^Tbi ftrng mam 
Srmsd (iivafi unawakened RtrnQr) iaps bisg9$ds in 
f$uu : and his work with a backfKding faint is to rock 
htm to fleep> or lull him into cainid (^rity, as he 
did David when he fell. It was not Satan^ but God 
by bis prophet, that awakened him out of his le- 
thargy. The. law therefore is a dreadful chaftening 
fbd in the hand of God ; and, thottgh^ there is no 
▼indiaive wrath to a chofen vei&l, Chrift having 
ahfwered for him \ yet a beUever, influenced by a 
ipirit of bond^e, and gone back to the law, feels 
jio lefs than the wrath and anger of God working iiv 
hinn; as it is written, In my wrath I/moU tbee.^^^bM 
^4^ ^Wy ^if^ ^A but thine anger is turned away ^ 
and thou semfcrteji me. — His anger enduretb bat a 
mment ; £a bis favour is life ^ weeping may endure/or 
a night J but joy comctb {/$ the mormng^^^In a Ut^ 

wrath 
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nraib Ibid my fact frtm ibee^ but in gnat mereiis 
ftnil Igatber tbee. Which leads me to the 

9th head, namely^ A backwarinefs or nkBmu fa 
all that is good. The fcripciire> in many placet^ 
Q)caks againft fuch ajbul, who cannot exercife faith 
on the promiles. His heart is (hut up» the bible it 
a feded bopk to him, and therefore it gets out of 
frYour with him.— *ii^^/, and do ibyfirji^orks^ &c. 
, The ordinances are a dry breaft. He cannot mix 
fiuth with the good tidings, and therefbre comes 
with rehidance, lather driven widi terror than 
drawn by love. — I bave /omewbat againft tbu i tbm 
b^ft left tbj firfihve. 

The cheeHuI countenances of lively laintt ore ra« 
ther a grief and trouble to him than otherwiie. He 
cannot help envying thea\even in the houfe of God ; 
he looks at them with a jealous eye ; and often 
concludes that he is like Saul, who,' when left of 
God, hated David. " Every fcrmon I hear,*' feith 
Aich a foul, ^^ win rife up in judgment againft me, 
and occafion my greater damnation/* And, were 
it not for the ftrong hand of God upon him, the' 
ways of Zion would be unoccupied by him. As 
to Chriftian conference, ic only difcovers his naked* 
neJs I inft€ad of well Jet bair, he appears in baldnefs, 
and choofes at times to fit fblitary^ like ajparrotff ahne 
upon the bou/e^top^ like a pelican oftbe wildeme/Sy or an 
owl of the dejert ; yea, he had rather get behind a 
comer, or crois the flreet, than meet a child of God 
who walks m die light of the Lord's countenance. 

Family and dofet prayer brings nothing in ; he 

£ 3 therefore 



( 7Q ) 

tiiercfore goes with rclu&ance to it, and perfom^s i( 
vfith grief, under flavUh fear and feniible dlfpleafurej 
and, not finding neamefs of accefs, nor fuccefs, in 
praying, he is backward to it.-— i?i^/ ibou baft not 
Called upon me, O Jacob, and thu baft been weary of 
me^ O IfroiL 

His lore being chilled, and waxed coldi his heart 
is ihut up to the caufe of Godj and to the poor and 
needy of.the Lord's houfehoM ; he is not a cbeerfvil 
giver ; far froni it ; and, if covetoufhefs was one o( 
bis conftitutional fins, it will hover over him again, 
and cleave to him, though he is alhamed of it i and, 
as he can get no comfort from his Gpd, por any widi 
the faintS) he i^ ^old s^nd indi&rent both tp God and 
^0 his people, I come now to difcover, 

I othly. His legal ftrivings againftftn and corruftim 
yrhile under this fpirit of bondage. He finds his Ibul 
bitter, ^^ld his teippef peeyiCb. He mwmurs, and 
inwardly frets, at every thing that makes againft lum; 
and indeed nothing feems to go well with him ; hia 
^irit is ftiff and ftubborn \ Qod, In a way of provi^ 
dence as well as grace, feems /^ walkcontrary to bim, 
and be V^alks contrary to God, He^$f/row4rd', and 
Codfifows bimfelf froward^ H is ^nmity againft God 
is ftirred up \ and h^ droughts of God poflcfs hin), 
which at times are unadvifedly ipoken with his lips^ 
or} as the prop|)et fays, bis tongue mutter etb pervetfe* 
nefs* Againft thefe corruptions he drives hard i but 
they ftir not a whit the lefs for that. He goes forth 
in the morning, determined to watch his cOndiiA 
ipore narrowly, an^ co l?e more upon his guard than 

ever: 
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ever t but, when he balances his books at night, hfi 
is juft where he was, or rather worfe. He then ro- 
folvcs, he pronnifes, and he vows ; but all in vain j 
he breaks through 3l\ in thought, word, and deed i 
for there is no fpiritual might comnnunicated to 
ftrengthcn the inward man by the law, no help but 
from (be/anffuary ; no ftrength tut out ofZion, 

He now determines (like Job) to give all up, come 
on him what will; or elie to harden himfelf in (br« 
row 5 when another cloud of fenfible diipleafure roUs 
over him j fears, terror, and expeAations of worfe to 
come, move him again; to work he goes afrefli, and 
ibon finds himfelf f lunged into tbejame ditch again^ 
till his own clothes abhor hm. He ft^nds amaxd at 
what is come upon him ; he cannot make a judgment 
of himfelf, nor of his ftate ; nor does he know what 
to fay. — If IJay^ 1 am per/eif, it Jball prove me per* 
verje- ; an4, if I am righteous I wilt not know my foul. 
He weq!)s, melts, and conf^fTes ; hir eye pours out 
tears unto God. Another billow rolls over him, 
and he is again hardened, feeling himfelf as ftubborn 
as an a(s, and as rebellious as Satan.— i>/ me alone^ 
lays he, that 1 may take comfort a little j let me alone^ 
that I may fwaUffw down myfpittle. Tboufilleft me^ 
withbitternefs^ and giveft me the waters of gall to 
drink. He wilhes to examine his former profeflion 
carefully by the word of God ; but he^ is loo dark ta. 
make a proper judgment, and too eonfufed to como 
to any point of certainty. Have I any clahn upoa 
God, or have I not ? Is my faith genuine, or is^ it 
prefumption ? If the fetter, I have comrhitted the 
vnpaidonable fin. His heart and fielh fail at the 

£ 4 thought. 
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tliought, and the fpirit of heavinefs finks hkru A 
ray of light (hincs iado him, which is eclipfed in a 
moment. A promife comes, but brings no power 
nor deliverance. Hope moves, and the ibul melts ^ 
tut that pages away as a cloud. One fiogle vrord at 
the latter end of a fernion) and that is all ; an4 
fbmetimes even that is coyly put away, and in 
thought applied to another, who is more worthy. 
He cannot pleafe confcience» nor will confcience be 
reconciled to him. He is in himfelf nurenU>le, and 
he makes all miferable about him. Cheerfulnels is 
^nging Jongs to a. heavy heart \ he therefore hates it» 
He is a companion for none but thofe in the hofpital ; 
and if he meets one nK)re miferable than himfelf, 
he will iet to work to comfort him, and hold forth 
that conlblation to hb patient which he cannot take 
to himfelf. 

He will fit down and quarrel with God i but, if 
he hears another at it, he will reprove him for liis 
rebellion. He cavils at the word of God y but he 
cannot bear that another (hould. In his heart he 
will rail at the preacher, and at his fermon too -, but 
he will not fulfcr any body elfe to fpeak evil of 
either. He wants eafe, but he is afraid of it ; he 
wants comfort, but refufes to take it ; and he wants 
healing; but hates them that try to heal him, left 
it fhould be done flightly, and left they fhould cry. 
Peace, when God had not fpoken peace. He diets 
l>imfelf— 'he fafts,/^^ eats herbs : he fcruples this and 
that — tafie not, touch not^ handle not — but he is bar** 
ren ftilh I come now to the 

1 1 ch head^ Which is the miferable /uccefs that ak» 

tends 
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tends this l^al l^our. All his ftriving againfl: fit 
in his own (Irength is like Peter's refolucion^ only 
betrays him into £ln^ and into the iieve of Satan ; 
for without Chrift he can do nothing. And ererj 
dme he (ins there is fomething freih for the wrath of 
the law to worik on^ and freih aiatter for confciencei 
to accufe of; both which awaken his fears> and fum- 
mon ^ his terrors about hini.*-^-^^ / [fin^ iben tbtm 
marhft me J and wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity^ 
Thou reneweft thy witnejfes agaiffft me, and increafejt 
thine indignation upon me: changes and tnar art 
againft me. Job x. 14, 17. 

liardnefs of heart always attends this labour 10 
vain. The poor creature may groan till his breaft 
bone be fore, but his heart cannot melt 1 nor can he 
pour out either his fbul^ or one penitential tear, to 
God» without a ray from the i. fun of righteoufnefi^ 
and that is feldom more than momentary,-*-!^ 
haft thou made us to err from thy way^ and bardined 
wr hearts from thy fear t 

Cutting difappointments attend this legal labour. 
He promifes himfclf reft in this place, but finds 
none ; he expe£U relief from this book, and under 
that preacher \ he thinks fuch a nfiorning will bring 
peace, and the next fabbath will fet all to rights. But 
none of his purpofes ftand. —My purpofes are broken 
^ even the thoughts of mine heart. Job XYiu ii. 

He is ready to conclude that his former expe- 
rience of the divine favour was nothing but a trapi| 
intended to fet him as a fairer butt for God's indig*^ 
nation, and that he will uke an advantage of all his 
former humble confeffioasj and condemn him out of 

Jiis 
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his own mouth. — He hatb bent bis bow, and Jet me 
cs a mark for the arrow. Lam. iii« 1 2. 

A felf -righteous fpirit works fadly in the (bul at 
fgch times as thefe. He will vindicate himfelf^ and 
cad all the blame upon God. JVilt tbou dtfannul my 
judgments ? wilt tbou (ondemn me, tbat tbou may eft be 
righteous ? Job xl. 8. 

Sad darknefs and ignorance attend the ibul under 
. this legal bondage ; and yet (bch ibuls have much 
pride and fclf-conceit. Hence Job is charged with 
darkening counjel by words without knowledge. Job 
xxxvii. 2 ; uttering things which be underftood noti 
things too wonderful for him, which he knew not. 
Jobxlii. 3. 

There is in fuch a foul a ftrife with the Almighty, 
and a difapprobation of his meafures; acenfuringhis 
providence^ and an arraignment of his conduft.*-^ 
But who ever hardened him/elf againft him, or who 
ever ftrove with him, and proffered f Why dt^ thou 
' ^ve againft him ? for be givetb not account of any of 
bis matters. Job xxxiii. 1 3. 

This is deep calling unto deep, one trouble anfwer* 
ing another, and the ill fuccefs attending it. - This 
bringing forth wind is all the fruit produced by one 
entangled with this yoke of bondage j who labours 
to get viftory over fin by his own arm, and to get 
peace and comfort from his own performances. One 
believing view of Chrift, or one propitious look 
from Chrift, and nothing elle, will deliver a foul 
from this grievous, this galling, yoke ofbondage. 

!• 1 (hall now mention a few things that generally 
precede, or go before, this yoke of bondage, as pro- 
curing 
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CMring caufes of^it; ^nd one is.aji kcbmg ear. The 
palatians and theCorinchians were npc fatisfied wid| 
the truth, nor yet widi the apvoftle ; and therefore goc 
this I^gal leaven by the miniftprs of Satan. They, 
{urne^ their eat^ from the truth that ma^th freCt 
^tid gpt the law that genders to bondage. 

2. Ralh and iinrighceous cenfuring aqc^ judging 
pf the Lord's people, makiqg his prcKhcrs^vJenders 
Jbr a wok4 i or for condcnining wba? th?y never f^, 
what they oeYpr un^f if^ood, and what they cannot 
dilprove ; is moft fure io the eqd, tQ bring on thi$ 
yoke, and themfelves at the bi^r of judgmcfi^ti for. to 
condemn the Juft is a'n abomination to God« . f|enoc 
4he caution— 7«</^f m/, lba$ ye be not judged i for 
with wbafJKdsmtntjfjudge^ ye Jball be judged^ Matt. 
vii. %. A man whojudgeaio fpiritual matters mufl: 
be a perfon of good experience, in church audio* 
rity, and of good difcemment i and one who has 
truth at the root, truth in view, and the* honour of 

■ 

Gody and not his own^ at heart. 
• 3. Prejudice conceived^ and enmity cherifhedin 
the heart, againit a preacher^ or againft a brother, ' 
without a juftcaufe, or even if there be a real caufe, 
is fure, fooner or later, to bring.on this foke of 
bond^. The fervant, that, obtained forgiveneis 
for ten thoufand talent?, could not forgive his bro- 
ther the debt of five hundred pence ^ he was there-* 
^re delivered to the bondage of the law, the wradi 
of God, the lalhes of CQpfcience, and the darts of 
Satan \ all which tormented him till he could yield 
that fubmiffion and refignadon to Godj and that af- 
fection for his brother that is due unto God, and to 

his 
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his brother (or God^s Ikke. ^* Never/ fays a 
man, '^ judge another till thou haft put thyfelf in his 
place," lefty when tbcujudg^ another, ibw cimdemntjt 
thine own /elf. And tbinkefi Aou this, O mem, that 
then Jbalt efcape the judgment of God f Rom/ii. i, 3* 

4. Reading erroneous books> and attempting to be 
wife ahve what is written, has betrayed many into 
the. entanglement of this yoke of bondage 1 when n 
fidie fire, and frefli views of things^ has wondcHuUy 
enamoured them, bringing frefh iparks of light and 
h^^ whilft the old fire from the altar, and the good 
0ld wloe, har?e been un(nflaming and unpalatable to 
than, and they have been charmed till they were 
poifonedl, and have been, like Epbrahn, iroken in 
judgment, by willingly fdUowipg after the eomn^md^ 
ment (Hofea v. 1 1 )^ after the dodrines and xom« 
mandments of men which turn from the truth* 

And now i fuppofe my reader, if he be a mm 
that frars God, a peribin of any k)ng ftanding in the 
church of Chrift, and in any oieafure acquainted 
with divine tuitions-will hardly believe that die au* 
thor of this difcourfe, who has been twenty-two 
years in the fchool of Chrift, twenty-one in the mi- 
Aiftrys and has gone through the various operationa 
of the fpijrit of bondage as herein related, aixl who 
has compared notes both with the bible and with 
biUc faints, (hould be counted a liar for all this, and 
be traduced as a miiguided and mifinfcmned maut 
and as one who traces thingi vp to God and to his 
holy law, which can only be traced up to Satan and 
to the corruption of the human heart, ThereJbrD 
I fubmit what I have written to Godj and to the 

judgment 
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jU(]grtieAtig)f wifiipm's cbildreii*. . Asld, if it be faUe» 
let Mr..HACRBR> tyhom Go4 is ik)w makbg manifd^ 
frcve mi a liar in all tbis^ andmahe myfpeecb n9thing 
^partb. If he can overthrow what I havt here ad% 
YMced, and prove all thofe things^ which the Holy 
Ghoft attributes ta God, t^ be appUcaUe oidjr to 
Satai^ and all that the fcriptures apply to the law' 
CO be onijr the workings of corruption, then the; 
work is done. , r. 

But we are tokli diat ^ a believer's re-entangle^' 
sneiit by the moral law is inconfiftent with the abo-* 
litibn of it.*'' Then this inconliftency is to be found 
in the word of God i. and let them who are wife ohtM 
wbat is iit;ni/»i.diIprovc it^ or caft the blame thereof 

That the law is abolilhed and done away in Chrift^^ 
the fcriptures witnefs. 2 Con iii^ tj,. That the 
Galatianst who ftood not faft m their liberty, btir 
were leavened whh legal leaven, were going to be 
mtaogled again with the yoke of bondage (GaL v« 
t) is fcriptural alfo. So that this inconfiftency is 
founded upon the very letter of fcripture text* Be- 
wan oft be leaven of fie pbarifees, fays the Saviour. 
Toujuffer if a man bring yeu into bondage: a Cor, xi* 

ao. Falfe brethren were brougbt in^ who came inpri- 
vily tofpy out our liberty which we have in Cbriji Jefus^ 
ibat they might bring us into bondage. Gal. ii^« 
fVl^ tempt ye God to put a yoke upon the dijciples 
necks (A6ts xv. 1.0), by compelling them to be cir- 
cumci/ed and keep the law ? Afts xv. 5. But, if there 
be no iuch thing as a yoke of bondage to re-en- 
tangle a believer, theo tlie apoftles were in no dan- 
ger by thcfc falfe brethren, nor the Galatians either. 

But 
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But this introiUliXrncf is not oMy to be liiind id the 
4Bble, but in the experience of Gocfs children. Lu« 
THER found enough of it^ as appears in his Com-, 
ment on the Galatians. And I have felt fo much 
of it fmce I could call Jesus my Lord and my God> 
diat I dedarci in the jpmience of God> I would noc 
go through it again for a thoufand worlds. Bilt ic 
was God's will that I ihould know law from gofpel; 
not only in my head by the fcripturcs, but in my 
heart hf their different bperatiohs. Paul kiiew 
what it was tx> go hound in ibe Spirit ^ and what it was 
to be xtaAt all things to all men ; as unSer the law 
t9 ibem that were under tie law $ and what ic was 
to warn finners y^r three y ear Sy night and dayi with 
tears. , And I much queftion if there is one child 
of God in this nation, twenty years* old in grace, 
that has not felt this yoke» or at times been mcmf 
or lefs mfluenced with a fjnrit of bondage^ Thus 
this inconliftency is tq be found in the bibkj and in 
the experience of all the faints of God : but there 
is a worfe inconfiftency to be found in gracelefs 
profeflbrs^ and that is, promiftng others liberty wbUi 
them/elves are tbe/ervants of corruption. 
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But thU ineoAflfoncf is not dfA^ to be tMnd lA the 
4Bble, but in the experience of Gocfs children. Lu- 
ther found enough of it^ s^ appears in his Com- 
ment on the Galatians. And I have felt fo much 
of it fince I could call Jesus my Lord and my God^ 
chat I declare, in the pmfeiice of God> I would not 
go through it again for a thoufand woiid^. Biit it 
was God's will that I ihould know law from gofpel^ 
not only in my head by the fcriptures, but in my 
heart by theil* different bperatibns. Paul kikw 
what it wsis to go hdtmd in ibe Spirit , and what it was 
to be made all things to all men $ as undet tbe law 
to ibem that v^ere under tbd law ; and what it wa& 
to warn finners/ffr three y ear Sy night and day^ with 
tears. . And I much queftion if there is one child 
of God in this nation, twenty years*old in grace, 
that has not felt this yoke, or at times been m6i« 
or lefs infiuenced with a ipirit of bondage* Thus 
this inconfiltency is to be found in the bible, and in 
die experience of all the faints of God : but there 
is a worfe mconfiftency to be found in gracek^ 
profeflbrs^ and that is, promifing others libetty wbik 
themfelves are thejervants of corruption. 
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But this in&oAflllcncf is not cffAf to be l^ind id thtf 
^bUci but in the experience of GocTs children. Lu« 
THER found enough of it, as appears in his Com*- 
f0ent on the Galatians. And I have felt fo much 
of it fince I could call Jesus my Lord and my God^ 
that I declare, in the pmlence of God, I would not 
go through it again for a thoufand worlds* Bilt it 
was God*S'WiU that I ihould know law from gofpel, 
not only in my head by the fcriptures, but in my 
heart by thear difierent bperatibns. Paul kiiew 
what it w^ CO go bdwtd in the Sfirif; and what ic was 
to be made all things foall men i as tinker tbe lavi 
i9 ibenf that were under tbe law ; and what it wa$ 
to warn finnersyir three y ears ^ night and day\ with 
tears. . And I much queftion if there Is one child 
of God in this nation, twenty years* old in graccf, 
that has not felt this yoke, or at times been moit 
or Icfs influenced with a ipirit of bondage* Thus 
this inconfiftency is tp be found in the bible, and in 
the experience of all the faints of God : but there 
is a worfe inconfiftency to be found in graceleis 
profe(rors> and that is, promifing others liberty wbik 
tbemjelves are tbe/ervants ofcorruptUm. 
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But tfiU inboAiMrncf is not <My to be t4knd id thtf 
4nble, but in the experience of GocTs children. Lu« 
TH£R found enough of it^ as appears in his Com* 
Hsent on the Galatiafls. And I have felt fo much 
of it Iince I could call Jesus my Lord and my God^ 
that I declare, in the prefeiice of God> I would noc 
go through it again for a thoufand worlds* Bilt ic 
was God's will that I fhould know law from gofpel^ 
not only in my head by the fcripturcs, but in my 
heart by thei^ different bperations. Paul knew 
what it was to go hound in Ae Sfirity and what it wa$ 
to be made all things to all men $ as under the law 
to ibem that were under the law ; and what it was 
to warn finners/^r three y ear Sy night and dayi with 
tears. . And I much queftion if there is one child 
of God in this nation, twenty years^old in grace, 
that has not felt this yoke, or at dmes been moRf 
or lefs influenced with a fpirit of bondage* Thus 
lliis inconfiftency is to be found in the bible^ and in 
the experience of all the faints of God : but there 
is a worfe inconfiftency to be found in gracekis 
profeflbrs, and that is, prwnifing others liberty 
themfelves are the/ervants of corruption. 
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I^tttftrf^ ot S^fftt^'wwtr ^afl, 



THit 
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BROUGHT TO THE TEST, tec 



\ 



^0 Mr» Wake, Aftnijler of ^e Letter ^ at Smardcn^ 

in Kent. 

SIR, 

X H E great apoftle of the Gentiles 
tcllsus to beware of dogs, evil workers; and of the 
cbndfioci, or cutters, who^ like poor Eeter, take a 
carnal weapon, indead of a fpiritual one^ and ciit at 
the high-prieft*s fcrvant's ear* inftead of the traitor's 
heart* You have been fent for (by Mr. Stonchoufe) , 
to Cranbrook, JfirKl, die place of my nativity; and 
you have attempted, by a few of your own chimeras 
palmed upon the holy law of God, to ridicule and 
bring into contempt, what I believe to be, the 
truths of the evcrlafting Gofpcl, ** Mr, Stonehoufc, 
^ it feems, was too much taken up in bufinels \ he 
<^ wanted time;" — and, perhaps, he wants truth, 

A % and 
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and the power and experience of it, as much as time. 
Be that' as it may, " Tou would go home^' as you 
cxpreflcd yourfclf, *^ mi rummage up all your lumber 
^^for the expeditiony^ though you was advifcd to the 
contrary. Surely, if you had been armed and eqirip- 
ped from Heaven, you would have been fit for the 
field, without riding fo many miles to plunder tfie 
arguments of the dead. 

You report that you formerly attended Mr. 

C— n, to hear depths of doflrinc; Mr. R n, 

to have your graces ftirred up j and Mr. Huntings- 
ton, to hear oddities : and I believe they are oddities, 
and ever' will remain fo, to novices; (or the preatth- 
ing of the crofs of Chriji U, to tbem that pertfhy fool^ 
nefs. But did not all thefe depths^ ftirripgSy and od^ 
ditiesy furniih you for the attack? Have you no 
truth, nor arguments, but what lay on the (helves of 
your ftudy ? If the Spirit and Word of God had dwelt 
in you, and if God had fent you on this warfarei h? 
would have fqrniOied you both with armour an.4 
weapons. A good foldier of Jefus Chrift is never 
without his armour, nor his artillery ; nor does he 
go a warfare at his own expcnce. Fetching lumber 
from Smardetiy plainly proves that God had no hand 
in the expedition : befidcs, arguments borrowed 
from authors by gracelcfs men arc never forcible 
for want of a divine edge. If God he tbejword of a 
marCs excellency y the excellency and power of God 
will attend the man. Without this, however fine 
the reafonings, however nice the diftinftions, how- 
ever 



\. 
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, ever eloquent the language, the man can do no more 
than carnalize, legalize, or philofophize, the Ji/pen» 
/ation of the Spirit i and the soul-beggary of the 
man, whether he preach ot write, will difcover it- 
' tt% in all he fays or writes, to one who lives and 
vfralks in the Spirit of God. Many of our authors 
are not aware of this ; they write and fpcak to dif- 
play their abilities, and exalt themfelves in the eyes 
of others i and. When they have done all, it can only 
be called the Jpeecb of them that are puffed up^ for 
there is no poWer j and, • in truth, they only ex^ofe 
their pride and ignorance^ and the Jiarving condition 
of their fouls i and convince the fpiritually-minded, 
that hot a reformation in life, improvement in lan- 
guage, or even mi'nifterial, which are csAlcd/piritual 
ffftsj make a man a fpirituat man. Nothing but a 
^ritual birth can do this : that which is bom of the 
Spirit is fpirit. Such men, though they may be 
ranked, as they often are by ignorant profefTors and 
weak believers, with go^el minijiers, yet neither 
their rank nor their gifts fccure heaven to them, nor 
their fouls from falling headlong into hell, yudas 
(fays Peter.) was numbered with us, and had ob^ 
tained part of this minifiry, Ads i. 17. and it was 
the word part, the gifi, not the grace, that is fo 
neceflary for the difcharge of the office that he had 
taken : therefore from this part of the miniftry Judas 
1st tranfgr^on felly that he might go to his own place. 
This '^ coming and going from the place of the holy 
** will be eternally forgotten in the heaveply Jeru- 

A3 "falem," 
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« falcm," Ecclcf. viiL lo, though they hay? fo dojofi 
Hi Mount Zion. 

Nor did you a^ear in wcU-fet hair ^t Ccanbrpok, 
but in baldnefs: thtfiam of your nakednefs was not 
hid \ nor did your melody rife from the ^iainjou^ 
of the gofpel-trumpet ; bue> like that of a dnm^ 
from the emftinejs of the preacher* 

Did God ever give you a mefia^ %ainft n)): \ 
Had. you either your iQ.el&gc or impukc frpm him ?. 
Did you once afk htm either for ai^]XeT or mafu^cr 
in this undertaking ? Did your &cc i^inf oi; hiart 
flow with grace iq. tjiat work of m^u^bt ? Did tbcf 
fair beauty of the Lord appear In the meeting I 
Were the outgoings of God fccn in it.? or, " Did he. 
♦' once ftir up his (Ircngtbj and come amctng yqu V' 
Wcr^ the w^odly alarmed, the uiunly warned, the 
gajnfaycrs confuted, the hypocrites expofi^di andthiCc 
bpwels of. the faints refrefccd ? Did you gQ.hqme/ 
with the teftim^ny and approbation of. GpdJa your 
heart? Hfd yeunearnffs o^acccfs to hiJEQ Jq^ prayti; 
at your return .? . or 4i|i either Scripture or Confcience;. 
lay, fFell done^ gpsd and , faifbful JemM l- Don'o. 
you think that the free-w^U Baptifts, the hypocritical 
Arminians, and Jbme that are called members of diac 
.place, bcfidc thje openly profane, flood i(^ more neei, 
of the fharpnefs that you u&d, among thea\9 than I . 
did ? Is there one mote in my eye that the beam in 
your own will allow, ypy ^ tp pull out; ? If there is» 
get about k, 

Wo€ to fuch 'Domtm frifiin^! Remember the fall, 

of 
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bf him that ]^ou arc ^onc to fucceed. I heard hini> 
iibouc twelve yeaiis ago, at Kingftoii upon Thames 1 
and /^id> as foon as he had finifiied his difcourfe^ 
that he had run before he was lent : and I laid thd 
feme of one fince, who was ordained zi Hammer* 

- fmich, who confirmed it loon after ; and the fam^ 
of two fince, whom God diicovfered in the lame 
. way — to let me know that my judgment of thofc 
men was from him. Let bim that tUnke/h be ^anJ^ 
tthy take heed left be fait. I hope thofe who are go* 
ing (according t& report) to ordain you, will look 
about them ; and not Idy bands Judder^ on any man t 
not countenance and recommend a man to the work 
of the miniftry. Upon a reafon of his Hope, and a 
^onfeflion of his faith> in general terms ; without an 
account of his heart-felt experience of the truth ; a 
fcohfeffibn of the faith delivered to him> and im- 
preded on his foiilj by God himfelf; and a teftimopir 

*' in the ordainers cbnicienccs from God, and frpqi 
men of experience, touching t[\e teftimotr^ of Gqa't$ 
the word of bis grace by him ; Sefides the witnefs of 
fome converts, of living feals of his miilion and corh* 
million from God. 

Sodomites, adulterers, and fornicators^ have^been 

• • • • 

palmed upon the church of God heretofore, inftead 
of minifters bf the Spirit. If he that iids an erro* 
ncous man (who brings not the doArine of Chrift} 
Godjpeedj is a partaker of his evil deeds } what muft 
they be partakers of, who, upon a panial examina^ 
tion, a written Ichool-boy's ConfeIfion> and perhaps 

A 4 ta 
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an unexperienced people's call, or an attachment t9 

. a party, lay on bands^ countenance and fend forth 
a wolf in fheep's clothing, inftead of an undcrr 
ihepherd ? It is well if this work does not- one day 
recoil, with a double difcharge both of grief and 
guilt, upon the confciences of many who in our day 
are called Prclbyters. When God makes manifel( 
the counfels of the heart, it will appear that this is 
no fmall part o(tbe n^ftery of Jpiritud wichednefs (in 
the propagation of errors), that will be unfolded in the 
V great day, to the cohfufion of fiich deceitful workers 
and hypocrites, who were before of old ordained to this 
Condemnation. Which pre-ordination of God is no 

excufe for a pardal ordination by men. 

• » 

I have not 9 fingle doubt of my effcfbual call» 
both to ialvadon and to the mlniftry of the cverlaft- 
ing gofpel, and that by Jefus Chrift himfelf : and I 
believe I may fay that God has fet his feal a thoufand 
times to the mmiftry that I have received, by work- 
ing a change in finners hearts, and miniftcring the 
Spirit unto them. , But, who. fent you, I know not 
Where is your genealogy ? Where are the credentials 
that the Spirit of the living God has written on the 
fleOil^ tables of your heart ? Produce the twofold 
witnefs, that of the Spirit, and of confciences and the 
myftcry of fitith held therein. L^t us have fome 
account of the figning and (ealing yoji to the day of 
redemption, that we may know what image and fu- 
pericription- you bear. If you are deftitute of thefe 
(hfngs, yi»x run before you were fent ; and, if ac- 

q^uainced 
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quainted with them (even but in theory), you (in 
againft light and knowledge, by walking in crafti'>- 
nefs, and handling the word of God deceitfiiUy« 

" The law is good, if a man ufe it lawfully.** 
I know it is : buc» what could you bring from that 
text againfl: a man who loves the Lord Jefus Chnik 
in fincericy and truth ? What is there in that pafiage 
agsunft one in covenant with God, underthe domi- 
nion of grace, and that ferves God in the newnefs of 
the Spirit i h tH law againft thifrmnife of God? God 
firhidi The law is not made for a righteous mani 
hut for the lawtefs- and difobedient^ i Tim. I ^. 
" Whatfoever the law faith, it faith to them who arc 
^^ under the law,'' Rom. iii. 19. If the law is . not 
made for a righteous man, hoy^ could you apply it 
to me, whom God has juftified ? and if what the Law 
faith, it faith to them that are under it, how could; 
you level its voice againft them that are under. 
grace ? The Law fpeaks to fuch as. you, who feem 
to be under it ; and to them who are without die 
bw of faith, and difobedient to the gofpel, called 
hawUfs and difobedient. But they that are Chryjt^s, 
have crucified the flefh^ with the af^edions and bs^s %. 
and againft fuch there is no law. Gal* v. aj, 24»> 
\Vhat, then, could you make the Law, in your text, 
fay againft me ? 

The Law is handled lawfully when it is fct forth, 
as a tranfcript of the holinefs, truths juftice, and im- 
mutability, of God. 

When it is fct forth in the hand of Juftice, ac- 
3 companied 
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companicd with 6od*s glitt^ing fWord^ in afl HS 
^Hiitoal Bieaning, iind with aU its unbounded dc-> 
mands, and agaihft every finner that is out of Chtift 
Jcfbiy whether profellbr or profane. 

When it is preached as a revelation of the righte- 
ous judgments ot Godya revelation of hisjuft wi^tU 
and holy indignacioh agatnft all fin, and (inners who 
are under the hw^ for they are under the curie ; and 
wfaatfoever things the Law faith, it! fidth to thenu 

It is hahdled IxwiiiUy when its fpiHtual ineahih^ 
is enforced, as teaching tb the thoughts, word^ 
aftsy and woricings of the very foub of men ; iffork^ 
mg death in tbm hy it/etf^ which is good. 

It is handled lawfully when the etennty of iV is 
infifted on ; fo that devils and damhc^d' fouls diall 
have a gaol-delivery when God fhall ccaffi to criff, 
when his eternal fentencc fliall be recailtid^ and ati 
cverlafting law be repealed— but riot till then, 
- It IS lawfully 'handled when it is fct fordi'as adclecf 
becaufe of tranf^refflfion ; thai fin by th2 la^' mlghc 
appear fin » and become exceeding finftd s thittthe 
offence thigh t abound, being viewed- irt that p^McQr 
glafs ; thdc every niouth may be'^ flopped, and ' th# 
wfcole world he brought in guilty before God. 

It \t hahdfcd lawfully when It is fet forth as'mag^ 
mfied and made honourable by the Saviour j who 
gave'a perfcft'obedience to every precept of it in his 
liffe ; and was obedient to his Father in fubmitdng'* 
to the fentencc of it in death, evih the death of the 

Whcft 
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When k i$ iet forth io the heart of Chrift^ who i9 
cw Mercy-feat $ and kept chere^ as the two tables of 
it were in the ark of old^ never more to arrefl: 
^em viko put their truft under the ffaadow of Chrid 
|cfus> who is the end of the kw for righteouihefi to 
all that believ9« 

Again^ It is lawfully handled when it is proved 
t)^t th^ cn4 of the comoiandment is charity s that 
love is the. fulfilling of the law -, and that all thofit 
who have laid bold on eternal Ufei in whole heart the 
love of God .is ihed abroad, and to who(e &ith the 
righteoufnels of Chrift is imputed> that the righte- 
qusNBSS of the law isfujfilM in tbem^ wba wdk-npt 
after tbeflejhy hut after tbe Sprit. 

If a manjpeak^ let bim fpeak as tbe oracles of God^ 
iaich the Spirit ; and I will leave you to judgp* wbe* 
ther the Law be not lawfully handled in this letter^, ^ 
apd whcd^er I have not fpoken. in it agreeable to th^ 
orades of God : sv^d i^ upon examination^ you find^ 
I haven then in future ofe all tbe lumber that you 
may rummage up^ againft the worlds the flefby and* 
the de^v^j and leave me and my oddities to ftand or 
fall tO:. my own Mafter, There is plenty of finner^ 
at Cran^ook to level your difcouHes at, without 

ifuQMitipgrOF bepdifig ymir tongue ((or lies). at me$, 
efpei;ial)y !when you knew I was not pre&at' to am*'- 
fwer for^myfelf. If you will preach adilcourfej and * 
allow m(5; to be prefenc^ I Ihallhaye no objedion ta 
C9gi^,d<)T7n:i zxAi if I cannot put you xo. fhtme^ 
yc^^Ali^^ut m^ ito it* I have done nothing ^in(L^ 
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die truths nor have I corrupted the word* Let vs 
lee if 7QU can fay the iame. 

Your text is— • 

" Tbf law is good if a man u/e it lawful^*'* 
Firft, You endeavoured to prove, " Who they were 
. •' chat ufed it lawfully. The unbeliever could not. 
<« Ergo^ it mufl be the believer.** 

" The believer having no more to do with the law 
^^ than a woman with a dead hufband, is black Afiti" 
*^ nomianifm*' 

^ A non-cntitymay be a rule as foon as love. 

*' Faith is a hand, an eye, a \tg—Ergo^ no rule. 

" The law is perfcfts therefore perpetual and 
" everlafting.'* 

" Angels are under it.'* 

lis this fpeaking as the orades of God ? Let us try 
it by the law and the tefiimony : if they Jpeak not ac- 
cording to this word, it is iecaufe there is no tight in - 
tbem. 

" The unbeliever cannot ufc the law lawflilly. 
•* ErgOi it mufl: be the believer.*^ » 

This, Sir, was as crafty a beginning as you could 
make. It was a cunning ftep to put tht unbe- 
liever quite out of the qucftion ; and then to intro- 
duce the believer, as the only peribn that coidd 
make a lawful uife of the law, for this had the face 
of truth, and carried a very fair (how with it r and, 
doubdefs, this was as wife a courfe as you could 
(leer to give your text a deceitful bandting, in order 
to blacken your aotagonift, and (tumble the weak. 

But, 
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BuCj though the context did not anfwer your etid, 
it will anfwer mine, and therefore I (hall produce it ; 
£ndt without applying the words to unbelievers 
without reftridtiony I |hall let them ipeak to Juf- 
feEltd teachers^ for to them they are direfted^ and 
^fpecialjy to mbduvtng^ or faitbUJs fr^acherx^ who 
run before th^ artjent. 

*? Timothy — ^As I befought thee to abide ftill at 
'^ Ephefus» when I went into Macedonia, that thou 
*' mighteft charge fome that ibey teach no other doc^- 
** trine i neither give heed to fables^ and endlefs gene^ 
'* MgieSf which, minifter queftims rather than godfy 
** edifying which is in faith: Jo do. Now the end 
«< of the commandmeiit is charity, out of a pure 
'^ heart, and of a good confcience> and of feith 
f * unfeigned ; from which fome having Jwerved, [or 
^' not aimed at\ have turned afide to vain jangling; 
«' ^firing to be teachers of the law, imderftanding 
^' neither what th^y fay nor whereof they affirm. 
<f But we knoy) that the Law is good, if a man ufe it 
«* lawfully. Knowing this, that the Law is not made 
'^ for a righteous man, but for the lawlefs and dif* 
«* obedient" x Tim. Chap.i, 

If you had "handled this context faithfully, and 
levelled its force 'againft mimfters of the letter, and 
fpoken from yoqr text, as the oracles of God, againft 
fpch men, it would have eftablilhcd my doftrine, 
and fayed you the trouble of making application, 
fpr evef y new-born babe in the audiencfe might have 
replied— TZ^tfff art the tnan^ But applying it tq 

private 
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frhate heliti^ers inftead of public preachers; and 
ttfing it as their only rdecflife^ {nftead of ofing it 
ts a charge to vain janglers, (who have fwerved 
from the faith) was the onlj method yoa coaM 
adopt in order to expofe your antagonift tb con* 
tempt; and it is a method that fhattone day or other 
expofe you to it. 

The end of the commandment is charity, out of 
% ptire heart, a good confcience, and of faith tui*.- 
feigned. He who is blefled with this myftcry, holds 
it fiift, enjoys it, and preaches it; is the reai/ahii^ 
mdtrmjervant of Chrijt^ ipd liich a fervant is to 
charge ibfpefbcd peribns, that they preach no other 
doftrine $ and' they who fwerve^ or aim not at this, 
arc diofe that turn aHdier to vain jangling; novices, 
who deftre to U teachery rf tbg t/tw^ underftoHding 
fteitber what they Jay nor vihertof thy a^m. 

The Law is good if a tnanufi it kttvfuUy. Let us 
fte the lawftil ufe that you have made of it. '^ The 
" unbeliever,'* you- lay, *^ cannot ufe it lawftilly." 
True : but, if you had made a lawful' ufe oflt) you 
(hould have levelled dl its contents at his' t^d, 
for to him it belongs — ^** Knowing^'* ftys Paul, 
'* that the law is made for the lawlefi and '<K(bbe^ 
^* dicnt.^' But you levdfcd all the zveightf matters 
that you brought from it at me,* who am 'a believer ; 
for I can fhm? you wy faith by tny wotks, and the* 
Law is not made for a righteous man. If the un- 
believer cannot make a lawfarufe of it, ergoi ztt* 
}ou not' that unbeliever^ and; through' ignorante, 

have 
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If^vt handled it uolawfuUy ? A}^ if foj erfp, Wh9 
fct fuch a novice at it ? But, if malice led ydii ^19 
^ peryect the text knowing^, ypiur fii^ is the greater ; 
and fuc^ valkiog in cfafcui,e(s vfiH naake fyd ^ork 
fo^ copfci^cf: another day. If to do as we woii|4 
he done, by^ be the law ai^d th^e pfopl^t^; pervert* 
ing( tl^c Scripture^ to injure the juft in tbfi vv;^^ of 
(^e le^rdy c^n i;>e np branch of cha( k^w^ £^4 Who!» > 
then, \$ the Antinoraiaq, i l^ who h^yc kv^lied tin 
Law's fo^^e at the Gpjaer; or you^. wi>Q baveufed it 
to (lander the ifighteous ? 

", The believer haying ao more to dp with th^ 
^f ]^w than a woman i^rith a dcjad hplb^nd) is ifhf^ 
^* Andnoa>iap)fmy" Ifit be, I thipk my own cxr> 
peripnce and^the Q>|ble furniil^pd: rpe ^it^if* 

^^. Know, you not^ brethren, (for I fpeak to them 
^« th^t know-the law) hoy? that the law hath domii- 

tflon ov,er a ip^ as long as he.liveth ? For tho 

ii^O];nan which hath an huibandU bound by tho 
*^ Uyff tp her huftand- fo Ippg- as. he liyf?thi bgt if 
^^ thp h^lbjind be.dca(lj fhp is loofed frpiji.tholfiwi 
<' of her huiband So then, if w}>il& hf r • hvifb^od 
^* liveth IhCvbc married. to anotbprtpanj l}ielh^ 
^Vb^ called an adulteref^: t^ut, if. her hgjb^nd be 
*' ^czA^ Jbe is fr^ from that Jap i . fQ that (he b.no* 
^* adulterefs, though (he be married ;toanotIjcrniaa, 
^' Whcjrcft)i;e, ye alfoarc bccon^c dead to tl^ law, by: 
♦* t^ie.body.ofChrift [ye wcfc crucified with him,. 
<' and died in him,] that ye (hould be.-marricd ta 
fr.8B9t|i^r>eycn,tq hint .whp i^ raijfcd from. the, dejid, 
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** thai wejbould irmg forth fruit unto God^* Rotn* 
Ch. vii* 

The apoftle here compares the Ele£k (before 
called) to a woman bound by the law to a hufband ; 
which is binding, and cannot ht diflblved as long 
as either of the parties live, adly. That, if her 
hulband be dead, (he is free from that law, and may 
be married to another ntan: fo the cleft finner, 
who reckoned himfelf alive without the law in a 
ftate of nature, finds that, when the commandment 
comes, fin revives, and he dies. And, as foon as 
he is killed by the letter, or finds the law to be 
ordained unto death, Rom. vii. lo. he is become 
dead to the law \ and the km is a killing letter, or 
deathy unto him, for it catmot give life. He may then 
be married to Chrift — not that he may live a loofe, 
Kcentious life, (for none but the devil himfelf 
could ever father fbch things upon a fpirieual union 
widi the Lord Jcfus Chrift) but that we Jhotdd hring 
forth fruit unto God\ which the killing power of the 
law could not enable us to do, becaufe it could not 
give life : For^ when we were in tbeflejh^ the motions 
ofjin^ which were by the law, did work in our mem^ 
hers, to hring forth fruit unto death, Rom. vii. 5. 
The apoftle tells us that we are dead to the law, 
loofed from the law, and delivered from it, and 
that by the body of Chrift, ; for the law of the Spirit 
of life in Chrift Jefus makes us free from the law of 
fin and death. 

If all this be true — that the believer is dead to the 

m 
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law, as a widow is to the charms of a dead hufband ; 
th^the lav can give him no more life than a dead 
huiband's corpI^.can to a furviving widow ; that, 
from this death, thi widow is free from the laW*of 
her hufband, as the ' bclilVcr is from the law of 
Moles s and that (he may be married to another 
man, as the believer may to Chrift ; and bear fruic 
to the fecond hufband, as the believer does to God > 
and be under the law of w^lock to the fecond huf* 
band, as the believer is under the law [of eternal 
wedlock] to Chrift, who has made him free from 
the law of fin and death by the law of the Sgiric of 
life, and brou^t him ijnder grace, having efpoufed 
hhn ^o him for ever in righteoufhels, in faithful- 
nefsi in loving-kindnefs, and in great mercy,* that 
he may know his Lord and Hufband — I fay, (uclu 
ibuls can have no hufband but Chrifl, nor be under 
any law but to him : and he gives us a fweet ac- 
count of his eafy yoke in various terms, fuch as his 
word, his law, his fi^^s, his commandments, &c« 
which all amount to one and the fame thing, as we 
ihall fhew prefendy. 

God's laws,, which are his new covenant, are 
written in the believer's heart by the Spirit of the . 
living God, which makes him a living epifile, not 
a dead formalift.- It is a fountain of life,* not a 
killing letter -, '^nd it makes' him fruitful to God, 
not barren in the knowledge of him. The law, mag- 
nified and made honourable, is in the heart of Chrift ; 
and it is the law of the Spirit of life in him that 
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makes the faint free ; and he b under that law to 
Chrift, whofe wokd is life. He that rgeSetb m, 
and rtciivetb not my words, hath one that judgetb 
him: the word that I ha^e Jpcken^ the fame Jball 
judge him in the loft day. — For I have not fpoken of 
myfclf i but the Father which fcnt mc> he gave nie 
a COMMANDMENT, what I fhould fay, and what I 
ihouldfpeak; and I know that ir&f commandment 
is life everlajiing. John xii. 48— -50. He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me. If a man love me, he will keep 
my Words, and my Father will love him. Verily, 
verily, I fay unto you, if a man keep my saying, 
be Jball never fee deaths John viii. 5 1. He that 
loveth mc not, keepeth not my sayings, John xiv. 
24. This is the law of the Spirit of life, that the 
believer is under. 

If ever my own luft ihould edtice me to a loole 
and licentious way of living, the right horfe ihali 
wear die faddle : the Devil and William Huntington 
iball bear the fcandal s for I will never palm it upon 
this do6trine, which has brought me from the 
drudgery of devils and the pains of hdl, and has 
kept my foul in hope of heaven for now thefc twenty- 
five years ; and, for my own part, I wilh every one 
that calls me an Aminomian had got the £ime hope. 
I think the devil would have more caufe to complain 
than he has now ; and that le{s licentioufnefs, and 
mrore good works, would appear, than do at pre^ 
fcnt, except in the talking part i for a fool is knowa 
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by a multitude of words. In all labour tiere is profit i 
ha the talk of the lip tendeth only to penury^ Prov* 
xiv. 23. 

** A non-entity may be a rule as foon as lovCi'* 
Is this true. Sir ? Is a non-entity, a thing that never 
had exiftence, as good a rule as love^ which is the 
fuelling of the law ? , Divine love, impreffed on the 
foul by the Spirit, is more valuable than the word 
love in the letter, or on tables of ftone. Love in 
the heart to God and our neighbour is the ff:and 
hinge of all the law and die prophets, and a fulfil- 
ling of them, for it is both the old and the new com^ 
mandment. But is it not ftrange that the word love 
in the letter Ihould be the believer's only rule of life> 
and the Spirit of love in the heart be nothing but a 
non- entity ? And is it not more ftrange, that he who 
holds the killing letter a rule of life, fhould be an 
cvangelift \ and he who holds that the righteoufhefs 
of the law is fulfilled in thofe who walk in the Spirit, 
ihould be a black Antinomian ? You will no more 
Ivve hy your letter rule, than you would by the word 
br^d in the midft of famine. It is thtfuhftance, not 
the ihadow j the things not the name j the power^ 
not the word, of him that is puffed up; the life, not 
the letter i God's own work in the heart, not the talk 
of the lip, that God looks at $ and that muft fave 
you, if ever you are faved. The will of God in the 
gofpcl is a perfeU ruler This myftery of his will, 
which is the myftery of faith, when revealed to the 
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heart, and held in a pure confcience, is the law of 
faith on the believers mind and heart. Sueh a man 
is a Ipiritual man^ and has a fplritual rule $ is a new 
creature, and walks in newnefs of life ^ is guided by 
die Spirit of God, and fer^es in the newnefs of the 
Spirit, not in the oldnefs of the letter, h Cbrifi 
Jefus neither eircumnfitm avaiklb anvf thing, nor uncir* 
ctmuifiony but s new ereature : and as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and 
upon the IJrad of God, Gal. vi.,i5. 

Query. If the Law of Mofes, or Ten Command* 
ments, be the believer's only rule of life« fliould not 
a believer be find to walk, to live, and to work, bt 
that rule ? Does one text in the Book of God caD 
the Pentateuch the believer's only rule ? Or is there 
one text in that book which fays tliat the believer is 
to walk» live, or work, bv that rule ? Does not the 
Scripture fay that he walks hy £iith, and lives by 
faidi» and works by &ith ? On which account his 
<>bedieace is caHed the obedience of fiuth, hb life the 
life of faitl^ and bis works the works of fiath. And 
the law of feith muft be a perfeft rule, if whatibcver 
be not of faith is fin. 

Query 2. " They were bodi righteous before 
*^Qod, wjalkiog in ail the commandments of the 
^* Lord blamelefib'' Luke i. i. If they were both 
xtghteous, i&ey were jultified by faith, for he that 
believab not is condemned alrtadjn, and the wrath ef 
God abides t^ him. And if they walked in God's 

command^ 
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commandments blamelefs^ the commandments waa 
tfie way thejr ivalked in> and faith was the rnk^ hf 
which they walked in that wqf. 

Fialm cxix. 32. ^' I will run the way of thj 00m- 
^ mandments, when thou (halt mlarge my heart*'' 
Unbelief and flavilh fear contract the heart ; faith, 
chat worketh by love, enlarges it ; love ca(}:eth out 
lean Then he that walks in love (which you call^ 
A non- entity), walks the wa^ of God's command- 
ments, though he be called a black Antinomian, 
for love is the fulfilling of the law ; and he that 
lives and walks hy faith, as his ruU^ is a righteous 
man, and walks m (though not hy) God's com- 
mandments, blamekis, though he be never (b much 
blamed. 

I will keep my readers vnjufpm/^ and my oppo- 
nents at hay^ no longer \ but, for the comfort and 
eftablifliment of the former, and the confufion of the 
fetter, I will put a few Qs^rics : for hitherto Ibme 
have cried one thing, and fome another ; the afS^m- 
blies have been confufed, and the greater part have 
Act known wherefore they came together, nor what; 
they were come to hear. Paul fays. We an not 
without law to God^ hut under the law to Qyrift^ 
X Con ix. at. Here the btXitvcr bos a law to God^ 
and IS under a law to Chrift. Query, What law \% 
this that a believer Mr, And holds^ toward God ? Is 
it the law of Mofes, which worketh wrath ? Is it the 
ten commandments, engraven on (tone, that minifter 
death ? Is it the covenant of worksi by which na 
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flelh living can be jullificd ? Is it the killing letter, 
that flops the mouth, and brings the world in guilty 
before God ? If you reply, Tes, then, I fay, we are 
juft where we were -, our faith is vain ; >Ve are yet in 
our fins, • and Chrift profits us nothing. And if you 
fay. No, the believer is not without law to God, for 
he has his law in his heart, and holds a new covenant 
toward God ; as it is written, " The days come that 
^^ I will make a new covenant with the houfc of Ifrae), 
'' and the houfe of Judah ; not according to the cove- 
•^ nant that I made with their fathers when I took 
•* them out of the land of Egypt [they brake that], 
*^ although I was a hufband unto them. But this 
*^ Ihall be the covenant that I will make with the 
*' houfc of Ifrael after thofe days, faith the Lord: I 
•* will put my law in their inward part, and write it 
^* upon their heart; and I will be their God, and 
*' they (hall be my people. And they (hall all know 
<' me, from the lead to the greatefl:, faith the Lord j 
** for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem- 
^* ber their fin no more/' Jer. xxxi. 3 1 — 34. I fay, 
if you allow this to be the law that tht believer has 
toward God, you muft fay, as Paul does, we are de- 
livered from [Mofcs] law, that we may ferve in the 
newnels of the Spirit, and not in the oldnefs of the 
letter. Yea, you muft allow that the believer is not 
under the law, but under grace; for this law is the 
law of faith, and this covenant is the covenant of 
grace : and if you allow this to be the law that a be-* 
Uever hath toward God (wko is not vntbot^ law (q 
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Um)^ then what becomes of your only rule of life ? 
yeay and you are as black an Antinomian as I. But 
if you. reply. It is not this new covenant^ it is not 
this law of faith in the heart, that the believer has 
and holds toward God, but the old covenant, or the 
killing letter — then I afk. What is that law that 
we are redeemed from, and delivered from, and are 
not under? What is that law that the child of' 
Grace is not under? My opponents muft either 
make Chrift's redeeming us from under the law^ 
his delivering us from the law, and his eafy yoke of 
grace, nothing, in order to hold thdr only rule ; 
or elfe confefs themfelves Mofes's difciples alto- 
gether. They muft either give up their rule, agree 
with P^ul, and become rank Antinomians i or elfe 
drop their prefent title, and ailume that of minijiers 
(f tbe^ letter J and hold their rule by virtue of that 
office. By the other they cannot ; grace muft be 
BO more grace, or work muft be no more work : 
they muft ftick to the law, and give i^ the Saviour's 
yoke ; or ftand faft in Chrift, and give up the yoke 
of bondage. 

** We are under the law to Chrift," i Cor. be. ai. 
Query, What law is this that the believer is under 
to Chrift ? Is it your^only rule of life ? If fo, what 
is that law (as was before obferved) that Chrift de-- 
livered us, and faved us, from ? And if you fay, 
// is the law of the Sprit of life in Chrift Jejusj 
(that the believer is under) which makes him free 
from the law of Jin an4 deaths Rpm. viii. 2. then 
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you agree with Paul> and fubmit to (what aU^f 
oppofers call) rank Anciaomianifm : and whcr^ 
then J is 'all that reproach to &11 that has been hei^ 
ed upon my head ? 

God has writ his la^y on the faint*s heartj and put 

it in his mind ; an(^this is the law^ of feith : therefore 

be is n(^ vHtb^tU lauTio Gad. The law of the Spirit 

of lifcj in Chriftj makes him free frdm the law of fin 

and death, and be is under tbis lam to Cbrifi. Bring 

' ajiy' other yoke, or rule of life, from God's book, if 

you can« I defy every opponent I have to do it,''' 

or to bring one text to prove it. This law of the 

Sp7ritof life in Chrift goes by various names: it is 

the old commandment which is the w^d^ and that 

is the W9rd of life. It is ca)^d Chrift's Sayiiig^ 

"which is life : He that keepetb my Jeying Jball never 

fee death. It i^ called the Law of the Wife^ wbich 

is the fountain of life i the Law of Liberty, that makes 

us free from the law of death. It is called the Law 

of Truth, that was witli Levi ; the Law of Kindnels, 

that comes from Ibvc,./£«/ we may- not die^ but Bven 

It is called the Law of Faith ; The juft Jbedl Bve fy 

faitb. It is called Chrift's Father's Commandment : 

He gave me commandment wbat Ifbouldfof^ and tobat 

I fbouldjpeak \ and I know tbatJHs commandment it 

Ufe everlajing. ^Here is the Father's commandmeni;, 

and here is the law of the. Spirit of lift m <^hrift. 

ThisMs the law tWritten in**e mind, and- put in the 

fl(ffiily tables of a broken heart, where it appears a 

fountain of life fpringing up intt> file everlafting i 

while 
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while your only rufe^ engraven on tables of ftone, 
miniftcrs xiodung but^eath. 

Fighting agiinft tbefe things is only beating the 
air i and blowing the old trumpes is givii^ an un« 
certain iqiind» for the watchman knows not what 
he i^s, nor whereof he affirms ; and who can pre-* 
pare for the battk, in hope of gaming the vidbory, 
when it is not the fight of faith that they are called 
to engage in ? 

^ Faith is an eye^ a hand^ a Ieg«^Ergo> no mid" 

Anjwer. The law of faith includes^ and affbrds> 
every thing that the law of Mofes requires. And 
it is a pcrfcA rule i for wliatfoevcr the law of faith 
doth not point out, and whatfoevcr is not done ini 
the &ith of the gofpel^ is (in. If it be no rule of 
obedienccj how can the faint's obedience be called 
the obedience of faith ^ And how can men be pu* 
niflicd with everlafting deftrudion for not obeying 
it I and be condemned as hypocrites and unbelievers^ 
if it be not a rule of obedience ^ It appears to me» 
that it is both a rule of life and a ruU of judgment. 
The Scripture fays, we are to walk by faith, and live 
iy &ith. How can a man walk by it, and live by it^ 
if it is no rule ? The law of faith is a pcrfcft rule, 
and the grace of faith dire£fcs the fteps of the faints 
to walk by it* Nor is the law of Mofes, or tei^ 
commandments, ever called the believer's only rule 
of life or walk i nor is t^e believer ever faid to walk 
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Iff the law of MofeSj or iy the ten commandments, 
A believer is faid to walk by faith i and a juft man 
to walk in the commandments, not iy them i and to 
run the way of them : and without &idi there is no 
walking in thefe commandments $ and, without love 
to enlarge the h^art, there is no running the way of 
them; and both faith and love belong to the perfeA 
ride that I contend for* 

** The Law is perfcft— and eternal** 

Both thefe are true : and, had you feen the perfec-- 
tion of it| and felt its force, you would have called 
it, as others have done, a yoke that neither faint nor 
finner is able to bear ; and would have been glad to 
have found it magnified by, and fecured in the heart 
of, a Mediator, rather than contend and defire to 
bave your neck brought under it, 

*' Angels are under it.** 

Is this ipeaking as the oracles of God ? The 
law was delivered by God himfelf to Adam, and by 
Moles it was delivered to Ifrael ; and it was ordained 
by angek in the hand of a Mediator. But I never 
read that it was delivered io angels ; nor were they 
ever circumcifed to become debtors to fulfil it i nor 
is there one infpired penman in the Bible that ever 
applied it to them. God*s voice by them is to the 
Ions of men ; nor did I ever hear of any modem 
divine applying it to them, dll Sir Ham Cottifh and 
Mr« Wake appeared in orders. If angels are under 

any 
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any law, I think they arc under the feffeS law of 
liberty y or what Solomon calk the laip of hindnejs. 
It is their liberty that makes their fervice perfeft 
freedom ; and it is the law of loving-kindnefs thas 
snakes them fly fo fwift as they do, and cover their 
£ices and. their feet, Mfhen they have done, in token 
of no boafting of merit : the glory is given to the 
Obje(5l they cry to — Holy, holy^ holy — Holy Father, 
Holy Son, and Holy Ghoft. This law of liberty 
and love none but the real faint knows, and is moil 
certainly the law of angels ; and will be enjoyed in 
pcrfeAion by glorified faints when they come to be 
tf^al to the angels of God^ being the children of the 
Refurrcftion. 

In thcfe matters is manifefted the children of the 
bond woman and the children of the free — ^the mi- 
niftcrsof the letter, and the'minifters of the Spirit. 
The minifter that hath this new covenant made with 
him, and this law of faith written on his heart ; who 
is made free from the law of (in and death by the 
law of the Spirit of life in Chrift Jefus ; is a minifter 
of God*s Spirit, not of the letter. He is an ambaf* 
fador ef Chrift, and an ambaftador of peace. He is 
an adopted fon of God, and the Spirit of his hea- 
venly Father fpeaketh in him. He is, according to 
the troubled fmner's wifti, in God's ftead. He takes 
ibrth the vile from the precious, md is as God's 
moutb. He has the Spirk and word of God, the 
hys of the kingdom of heaven. What his miniftry 
l)inds upon earthy in bioven is hound i and what fuch 

a mi- 
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t miniftry loofes on earth, in heaven is loo/ed. Chrift 
is with fuch always, ewn to the end tf the worhL 
The gofpel b the mioillration of the Spirit to the 
end of dme i and Chrift is the fame yefterday^ to* 
day, and for ever. As Cbti/i was^ fo arc fiich mini-* 
fters in the world* He that receives them, receives 
Chrift ; for he dwells in their hearts by faid), and is 
lA them the hope of glory i and they who deipiie 
them, dcfpife Chrift that fent them ; and his Fathert 
who lent him. They have power tojhid heaven, that 
U rain not dtiring their prophecy i for there can be no 
bcnedidion from Heaven hut by the mmftry tf the 
S^U. ^they have power to turn waters to Uood as 
cften as they will. SinnerSy compared to water, muft 
die in their (ins, and in their Uoodj if they do 
de^te to the Spirit ofgrace^ or quench the Spirit in 
the Lord's ambafladora. And this power is not of 
them I they have this treqfure in earthen veffUs, that 
the exceUency and the power may appear to he of God, 
and not of them. Soch men come not with excel* 
lency of ipeech, or men's wifdom, but in the de-p 
monftration of the Spirit, and with power : not wkh 
the words that mstn teachetb, but widi fuch as the 
Holy Ghoft teacheth; not comparing themfelvcs 
with themfclves, but comparing fpiritual things wi^ 
^iritual } appealing to every man's confcience lA 
the fight of God \ not knowing the fpeech of dicm 
chat are puffed up, but the power ;. declaring that 
the Itingdom of heaven ftandeth not in word, but in 
powers and chat a iaint's fioth ftands not in the wi& 
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dom of men, but in the power of God. And wha 
will tnake me a liar in this, and prove my fpeech 
to be nothing worth ? 

It is^ the blcffed Spirit of God that teJUJi^s ofCbnJi 
fd us, wjd glorifies him in us-, and it is in fpirit and 
in truth that he will be honoured in us, and worJbippeS 
by us. Nor do I believe that God pays any regard 
to any one's vindicating his honour or his truth^^ 
but his own fpiritual children ; not allowing a bype^^ 
crite to take his covenant in bis mouthy or even to. de^* 
clare bis ftatutesi nor to offer afacrifice without com* 
misting abomination. 

When I firft came to London, I heard ftrange 
things held forth for dodrines: but I knew that 
/ was youngy and durfi not Jhew mine opinion ; for I 
thought that dai^ Jhouldjpeak, and that 'the multitude- 
ff years Jbould teach wifdom. But I find, now, that 
old men are not. always wife, nor do the aged under-* 
ftand judgment* Man muft fetch bis knowledge fhm 
afary and afcribe rigbteotifnsfs to his Makery if he does 
any good. It is the breath of God that gives a mao 
life» and the infpiration of the Almighty that gives 
him underftanding. Without thb, a man reafons 
with unprofitable talk ; and with words, or fpeeches, 
wherewith he can do no good. His converfation 
and arguaients are blunt ; and, if he cannot whet the 
edge with prayer, be muji put forth more Jirengtb, 
£cdef. X. 10. But byftrength JhaU no man prevail, 
X Sam. ii» 9. When the por and needyy in Jj^irit, 
igt2k rigH bow forcible are right^ words / But con-. 
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ver(ation> or argument, from a barren heart afid a 
crafty head, arc, like the white of an egg^ unfavoury, 
and without a conclufion ; and what doth their ar« 
guings prove, dilprovc, or reprove ? 

An unconverted man is no minifler of the gofpel i 
an uninfpired man is no minifter of the Spirit. An 
unbeliever cannot preach 'the faith of God's eleft^ 
he is not endued with power from on high ; nor is 
there either excellency or power with him. Calling 
out devils is not converfion ; the devil muft be cafi 
Mt of the heart, and Chriji formed in it, before a man 
can be converted to the faith of Jefus. Such are no 
preachers of the kingdom of God, for that is not in 
tuord. Such can iay no more than Judas could, 
fbat they have taken part of the minijlry^ the office of 
a minifler, not the fpirit of the miniflry i and fuch 
are fure to mdkc Jhipwreck of their fyflem of faith, 
for a prating fool Jball fall^ and another fhail take bis 
office. The befl tides that the word of God gives to 
uninfpired men, are — fFells without water^ boaflers 
of a fatfe gift^ clouds without rain^ virgins wthout 
oil, injhruments without life^ trumpeters without any 
certain found, beaters of the air, runners at uncer^ 
tainty, cutters, wolves, creepers into houfes, haters of 
thofe that are good, vain janglers, tniniJUrs of the 
letter^ deceitful workers, and falfe apojlles. Thefc 
are the befl titles that men can claim from Scripture 
who zxtfenfual, deftitute of the Spirit, and who have 
not the doSlrine of Chrift, for. fuch have not God 
And it is clear that the children of God and the 

children 
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xbildren of the devil divide the whole world : the 
bond woman's baftards, and the free woman's fons ; 
the minifters of, the letter, and thofe of the Spirit ; 
impoftors of Satan, and ambaffadors of Chrift; 
goats and iheep; ferpcnts and doves $ children of 
the flefliy and children of promife ; reprobates and 
choien veflels i divide the human race. Nor is I; 
in the power of either devils or hypocrites to break 
down this middle wall of partition, fb as to lay the 
garden of Eden and the dreary dclart together. 
The Church will ever remain to be God's hufbandry, 
God's family, and God's building. \ 

I (hall now take notice of a few learned and weighty 
fentences difcharged againft this dodrinCj at different 
times ; with a few Queries on them. 

The daring yhtinomianj who denies the law to he 

a rule of life^ does defpite to the Spirit of graced* 
Query— How can a man who levels the force of the 
whole law at minifters of the letter and bond* 
children, (to whom the law fpeaks ,) and enforces, 
and infills upon, a fpiritual birth, fpiritual worfhip, 
a fpiritual life and walk, a deliverance from dead 
works and Hp-fcrvicc, and a fcrvicc of freedom in 
the newnefs of the Spirit ; and who declares that, 
without holinefs in heart and life by the Spirit of 
Chrifl, that a man is ' no more than a hypocrite — 
do 4f/pite to the fpirit of grace ? I think, if fuch a 
man does dejpite to any, it muft be to a dead formal* 
ift, and his dead works performed in the oldnefs of 
the letter. 

^ Let 
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" Let no man exalt Jefus at the expence of Mojks!^ 
Query— Is there any other way of eftablifhing the 
honour of Mofes as a faithful fervant^ or his law as 
a revelation of wrath, than by the righteoufnefs of 
fiiith) which was witnefled both by the law and tfie"^ 
prophets ? If we would imitate Mofes in faithful.- 
neiS} muft we not aicribe greatnefs to our God, 
feeing he is the Rock, and his work is perfe£b; and 
there is none like the God of Jefhurun, who rideth 
upon the heavens in our help, and in his excellency 
on the (ky ? And fay to all thofe Md(0 cleave to 
the old veil, as Mofes did, that they are .blind, ^nd 
defHtute of &ith ; a nation void of counfel $ children 
in whom is no faith ? " I have led you forty years 
** in this wilderncfs i and God has not given you eyes 
*• to fee, nor ears to hear, nor hearts to underftand, 
** to this day.^^ Docs afcribing the whole of our 
lalvation to the grace of God diOionour Mofes^ 
who has curfed, and ftill accufes every foul diat 
breaks his law, and yet cleaves to it for life ? Or is 
there any other way of exalting Mofes, or ourfelvcs, 
(as God*s fcrvants) but by bowing down the mean 
man, humbling the haughty, and exalting the Lord 
of 'Hofls alone, feeing he only is to be exalted in 
gofpcl days? ' T^hey that honour me, will I honour i 
but thofe that deffife mejhallhe tightly efteemed. 

" The only rule of life is included in the law.^ 

Query— Can you point the faith of our Lord Jefiis 

Chrifl, repentance toward God, juflification by im- 

pucadon, regeneration by the Spiritj worfhipping the 
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Trinity in fpmt and in truth, fdf- denial, ^ daily 
crofs, walking in newnels of Fife, ferving in the 
Oewnefs of the Spirit, and going to Qod by a new 
and living way which he hath confccrated through 
tthe veil of Chrift's.flelh: I f^y, can thefe things be 
* made plain from the ten commandments ? Does 
Cod promife to give grace and glory in or by that 
dilpcnfatiop ? Or is the Jhining path of tbejuji dis- 
covered by hlacknejs and darknefs j or by looking, 
with open &ce> and beholding, as in a ^lals^ the 
glory of God in ^he face of Jefus Chrift ? 

** / would as Joon let the Pope get info my pulpit, 
** as a man that Jays the law is not a rule of life^ 
Query — Would you not, then, exclude the Saviour^ 
and all his apoftles, from your pulpit \ and all the 
piinifters of the Spirit who fpeak as the oracles of 
God ? Do- any of thefe fend the believer to the law 
of Mofes for their only rule to live, to walk, and to 
work by ? Would not this doftrine have' kept thepi 
halting between two opii)ions ? Can the believer'? 
thoughts be eftablifhed by this ? Has not God di- 
vided the world into two clafles, children of tlie 
flefh, and children of the promife ? Are not the 
phildren of the flefh under the law, and thofe of the 
promife under grace ? If the law fpeaks only tQ 
thofe who are under the law, does not the golpel 
fpeak to the heirs of promife who are under grace ? 
If th^ law is a rule of life to the bond child, T!bis do^ 
0id thou Jhalt live ; is not the law of faith the be- 
liever's rule, feeing he that believes has lifey and 
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Ihalt never die; and as many as walk according to 
this rule, mercy on themi and peace, and upon the 
Ifrael of God ? Is there any thing that the law re- 
quires which the promife does not give i Is there 
any thing by God*s commanding wUl required, that 
his will of promife^ called the goodpkqfure of bis will, 
does not work in us ? Does God*s willmgnefs to 
fhew his wrath on the vejfels of wrath fitted for de^ 
ftruSliony as revealed in thick darknefs^ bring any 
better tidings to (inners ears than the good-will of 
him that dwelt in the bujh i and who has fince pro* 
claimed from heaven, by his angels, glory to himlelf 
in the higheft, on earth peace, and good-will to* 
€vards men in the law of fiuth ? The law of faith 
reipefls all, implies all, includes all, and fiilfils alL 
There b nothing revealed in the law that faith is 
not obedient to ; there is nothing required in the 
law that the law of faith doth not furnifli the be- 
liever with, God's wiU of commandments reveals 
him WILLING to fhew his wrath, and make bis power 
known, endured with much long-fuffering, on the vef* 
/els of wrath, Rom. ix. aa. But this is the will of 
him that fent me (fays the Saviour), that wbofoever 
Jeeth the Son, and believetb on him, mar/ not perijb, but 
have everlafiing Jif e-^^for it is not the will of our 
leather, which is in heaven, that one of tfaele fittle 
ones (in faith) (hould perilh. Here is God*s wiU^ 
and toy rule ; and it may truly be called the beSev^ 
er*s only rule of life, for life everlafting accompanies 
^is rule^ aod all who walk according to it. 

« ire 
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« ff^ have gotfme in our day who fi^ the law is 
^ mt a rule of^ life^ .For tny part^ I know not how 
^ Juch men read their Bibles : 1 read that^ without 
•* holinefs^ no man JhaU/ee the Lord:' Query — But 
does holineis come by the law ? Are we fandbiHed 
thereby ? Thofe who dick to the law are cle^n in 
their own eyes; but are they waihed from their 
fUthinefs ? They juftify themfelves ; but, are they 
jull before God ? Can they be holy without being 
ianftiBed by the Holy Ghoft ? And he that minifters 
the Spirits doth he it by the works of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith? Is not the Holy Ghoft the 
Spirit of promife ? Does he go forth from Mount 
Sinai, or Mount Zion ? Does he come by the lawj 
or by the gofpcl \ Are any cleanfed but by the Sa^ 
viour^s blood ? Is there any heart purified but by 
faith ? Is it not by the exceeding great and precious 
promifes that we are made partakers of the divine 
nature? Are not the fons of God made partakers of 
the Spirit of Adoption P Does not God chaflenfucb 
for their profit^ that they may be partakers of his holi* 
rufs ? And does not this all come from the ^' mini- 
<^ ftradon of the Spirit, which exceeds in glory? 
^^ For the miniftration of death had no glory in this 
^' refped, by reafon of the glory that excelleth ; for 
^* if that which is done away was glorious, much 
** more that which remaineth is glorious." 2 Cor. 
ix. 8— II. ' 

Thefe are fomeof the weighty fcntences which 
have at different nmcs been thrown out againft me^ 
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and the dodrinc that God himfclf hath taught me. 
And it is evident that they have confuted nothing, 
cleared nothing ; nor hath any thing been eftablifhed 
by this buffoonery, nor ever will j for Truth hath 
declared, that fbofe who turn aftde to vain jangling^ 
dejiring to be teachers of the law, know net what thej^ 
Jay, nor vihereof they affirm \ and this chain of quo* 
rations is a fufficient proof of it. I fliall now leave 
the prieft, ^nd ipeak to the people -, or, drop a word 
to the reader. 



COURTEOUS AND CHRfSTtAH READER^ 

T LITTLE thought that, for dropping a Hngle fen* 
•■■ tencc from the pulpit, I (hould have been loaded 
with fo much reproach, and have been led forth into 
fo long a controverfy j but we read of fome who make 
a ^nan an offender for a word, even when the poor and 
needy fpeaketh right. But, blefled be God, all that 
has been written or faid has never in the lead 
brought my nfiind over to long for Padan-aram, the 
land of Egy^t, or for a fecond journey through the 
JFildemefs of Sin, My face is JiiU toward Mount 
Cileadi the land of Canaan-, and Mount Zion, fo 
beautiful for fituation, hence called the joy of the 
whole earth : for I am'perfuaded that thefe are ftill 
in my road ; knowing that thofe who are iaved fhall 
view the houfe of Ifaac, fee the land that is very far 
off, and int^uire the way to Zion wth their faces tbi^ 
iherward. , 

I hnvc 
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I have as yet feen nothing in the writings, nor 
heard any thing from the pulpit, nor feen any thing 
in the life of my opponents, that has in the* lead in- 
fluenced my mind to, incline toward the yoke of 
bondage^ but quite the reverie; and I bkfs God that 
he has not in the lead permitted my foul to wander 
from the truth> in order to follow them in ftumbling 
upon the dark mountdinsi but> contrariwife, all that 
they have faid has drove me clofer to Chrift, and 
farther and farther into the myftery of faith.- And 
I do in reality believe, that this controverfy has been 
intended (under God) to make me fearch the cove- 
nant of grace more clofely^ and to bring forth thofe 
truths which are fo contrary to fiefh and bloody and 
fo defpicable in the eyes of the unconverted. And 
I muft confefs that I am greatly indebted to my nu- 
merous oppofers for their clofe purfuit of me ; fbr» 
had they let me alone, I never had, in this my pil- 
grims^e, feen the beauty of the everlafting covenant) 
as I now fee it ; nor the rich difplays of grace, as 
they now appear, efpecially in the muddy glafs of 
my opponents ignorance. 

The law of God, fo often mentioned in holy writ 
as written on the hearts q{ his chofen people, is the 
covenant of grace, the myftery of faith, the new 
covenant, or the everlafting gofpel, which is fo Kttlc 
Underftood in this our day ; and all the happy par- 
takers thereof are under the grace of God, which Jhall 
reign, through rigbteoujnejs, to eternal life, by Jefus 
Cbriji our Lord. 

C 3 There 
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There arc five things^ reader^ which will make 
thee and mc fruitful, and acceptable, even when it 
Ihall be made manifeft that the kingdom of God is 
not in word -, and thcfe are — an union with the true 
and living Vine ; a coaBdence in the bfeod and 
righteoufncfs of the Saviour ; the dominion of grace 
reigning through righteoufnefs ; the promife of 
God that we Jhail bring forth fruit in old age j and 
the certainty of the Holy Gb&Ji abiding with us for 
ever. 

Alfo, take no heed, reader, unto all the words that 
are fpoken, Ecclef. vii. 21, for a vain jangler utters 
divcrfe vanities : but fearch the Scriptures for thy- 
felf s and they will inform thee concerning the two 
covenants, that of grace, and that of works i God's 
WILL of commandments^ and his will of prmmfe^ 
God's will is man's rule : the former is a rule for 
the fervant, and thejktvei the latter is a rule for the 
Jon, and the heir. The (ervant muft work and walk 
by the former, in order to get his wages (which is 
reckoned of debt) ; for it is the wiU of God that he 
ihould do tboje things, if be will enter into life. The 
latter is Gcd*s good will to the (on s and the penitent 
/on that obeyed, and went into the vineyard, did tb4 
WILL of his Father, Matt. xxi. 31. For whofoevep 
fhall do the will of my Father, which is in heaven 
(faith Chrift)> the fame is my mother, andfifter^ and 
brother, Matt, xii. 50* 

To the furvant God calls himfelf a Mafter ; bu( 
to the fon he calls hittifclf a Father. A Jon honour- 
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ab bis Father, and a Jervant bis Master. Jf, 
tben, I be a Fatber, ^bere is mine bonour ? and if I 
be a Majier^ wbere is my fear ? Jaitb tbe Lord of 
Hqfis. Mai. i. 6. If this be the cafe, reader, is not 
the Majier^s will the fervant's rule ? Let the Mas- 
ter's commanding will be refitted, or not obeyed or 
complied with, the place is loft, and the wages too, 
for tbe fervant abidetb not in tbe boufe ever^ but the 
Jon abidetb ever. And is not the good-wili^ of the 
father the fon's rule^ as hath been before proved j 
which is caUed^«r beavenly Father's will} his good 
will i the myjlery of tbe Father's willy made known ; 
tbe good fleqfure of bis willj which he fulfils in us^ 
and the work of faith with power ? Henceforth Chriji 
calls us not fervant Sj for tbe fervant knoweth not what 
his Lord doth ; but I have called you friends , for all 
things that I have heard of Ae Father I have made 
known unto you^ John xv. 15. Thou fecft, reader, 
that the fervant knows not this myftery of our beavenly 
Father's will : he is not acquainted with this rule ; 
only fons and friends are entrufted with thefc fecrcts; 
God's Jeer et is with them that fear him, and them onlyj 
and bejhews them bis covenant. 

It is for want of knowledge in' this myftery that 
thou heareft fo much cavilling for the law being the 
only rule of life. They may have fome knowledge 
of it literally and grammatically, but no; fpiritually 
nor experimentally, ^be natural man difcems not the 
things of tbe Spirit^ nor does he know the power : 
tl>erefore they do err^ not knowing the Scriptures (which 
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arc fpiricUal), »br the power of God. If the law of 

• 

Mofcs be the bblicvcr's only rule of life, the gofpel 
has no rule at all: fo they make God* % good-will^ 
Avhich is the law of fditB, a mere nothings and fo 
the life, walkj and work of faith, is no obedience at 
all i for there is neither will, law, nor rule^ to be 
obeyed, " Surely thefe good men do not exalt Jefus 
" at the expence of Mofes,*' but they exalt Mofes 
at the expence of Jefus : fot* oiir King, Sovereign, 
Lawgiver, and Ruler, has left us no rule to live by; 
though the man that does the will of our Fathet 
which is in heaVen fllall enter into his kingdom ; 
^hile the fcrvant that comes with " Lord ! Lord ! 
^* open to Us!" ftiall be fhut out. 

Chrift's voice is to his (heep, and cverlafting life 
attends it. His (heep hear his voice, and follow 
him ; and fuch (hall enter into life, for- he is the 
way, the truth, and the life. On the other hand, 
whatfoever the law faith, it faith to them that are 
under it : and this way to heaven by works fcems 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
bf death. This is not the voice of Chriftj but the 
vbice of wvrdj : nor is it the new and living Waj^ 
that Qod has confccratcd, but the contrary. Nor 
is the old cry, " Tke law is the only rule of life^^ 
Chrift's voice, noT any thing like it ; it belongs to 
the old wives fables> not to the livfcly oraclts of God 
by Chrift Jefus* 

Satan has gainea a deal of ground by the repeated 
try-^'^ Thfc law is the only rule of 4 believer's life." 
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It has ftrvcd to keep iiiany fcckiiig^ fmners in 
thains ; and to blind fome difcerning people^ viho 
have been fo hoodi^inked by the old veil^ that a lit« 
tie dry morality will fufHce. It has armed legions of 
light, trifling profeflfors, with malice, and matter for 
flander ; fo that, as foon as a gofpel minifter brings 
forth the myftery of faith, it is blafphemed, and 
loaded with the name of black Antinomianifm ; and 
the preacher of it is viewed as ferft coufin to Simon 
Magus. By thcfe means the bond-fervant keeps 
the pulpit, and the devil the palace i for Satan 
knows there is no fear of truth gaining ground upon 
the heart and affedions while it is ridiculed and 
blafphemed. If this is not rebelling againft the 
light, and doing defpite to the Spirit of grace, what 
is ? The gofpel is fet forth as having no fuiEcient 
rule, Chrift is diveftcd of his fovereigntyx the old 
law as the better covenant, and Moles as worthy of 
more honour than Jefus : his ambaffadors arc reprc- 
fented as encouragers of vice, and the truths of the 
cverlafting gofpel as leading to'licentioufnefs — ^and 
what can the devil himfelf do or fay more ? 

. I have in this little piece endeavoured to furnilh 
thee, reader, with a few arguments, that thou mayeft 
have fomewhat to anfwer them that glory in appear- 
ance, but not in heart. Love thou the truth', and 
peace : and be not difmiayed and terrified at every 
minifter of confufion y fuch muft come, but God will 
bring every work into judgment. If a preacher 
holds not the myftery of faith in a pure confcience, 
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you know he has nothing to recommend him to the 
excellent of the earth : fuch always will be battering 
the middle wall^ and warping to the fle(h, and to the 
law; contending for no other holinefs than a fair 
ihew in the flei)i> an outward reformation ; dealing 
in general terms ; drawing no line between the ele6t 
and f eprobate> faint and (inner ; obfcuring the great 
truths of the gofpel ; dealing in invitations ; fpeaking 
well of the erroneous^ and ridiculing the jufl: ; aim- ' 
ing to affed and move the paflions ; coveting the 
name and applaufe of a gentleman of candid and 
liberal fentiments, and giving up nine dodtrines of 
the Bible out of ten in order to gain it.- But this 19 
not rightly dividing the word of truths nor doing the 
work of an evangelifl: ; no real converfion-work goes 
on htre ; God iets not bis feal to this -, this is not 
taking forth the vile from the precious^ nor being 
valiant for truth ^ it is walking in craftincis» and 
handling the word of God deceitfully ; and fo it will 
appear when the great and terrible day of the l/>rd 
comes, in which be will render bis anger witb fury^ 
tmdbis rebukes witb flames offirey Ifa. Ixvi. 1 5. The 
panting applaufe of hypocrites will be no (helter from 
that ilorm, npr ^ripour proof fufQcient to repel the 
force of thofe flames. 

Take heed how, and what you hear ; and, if a 
man hath not the doftrine of Chrift, Truth declares 
that he hath not God : receive him not, neither intp 
your heart, nor into your houfe, nor bid him Go4 
ipeed. Let others jujdify himj and carefs bim> as 
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they may i be not thou a partaker of other men's 
fins ; nor entail his evil deeds on thy head, by mOx^ 
ing him luccefs. 

Prize your liberty, and (land faft in it. If thou 
art a ion of the free woman, with a great fum thou 
didft obtain this freedom— freedom from the bondage 
and curie of the law ^ freedom from the reigning and 
deilroying power of iin ; freedom of acceis to a 
throne of grace j freedom to call God Fathers free-* 
dom of fpeech, and freedom of foul. Truth hath 
made thee free, therefore love the truth ; the Spirit 
hath made thee free^ therefore walk in the Spirit $ 
Chrift hath made thee free, and thou art free indeed. 
And may God bleis thee with the joys of his ialva-* 
don, and uphold thee with his free Spirit -, and then 
thou wilt fay with truth and wifdom, what many have 
uttered in falfehood and ignorance^ namely, that 
God's/ervicc i$ ferfeSl freedom. 

But, if thou once turn thy back upon the truth, 
thou haft neither fhield nor buckler. He who keeps 
the word of Chrift's parience ihall be kept from the 
hour of temptation. He that erreth from the way 
of underftanding iball remain in the congregation 
of the dead. The prudent are crowned with know- 
ledge \ and they muil hold fall that which they have> 
that no man take their crown. It is not candour that 
iecures the prize, but faithfulnefs. Be thou faithful 
unto deaths and I wilf giye thee a crown of life ^ Rev. 
ii. to. 

The ion and heir is not to be debafedj nor re« 
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duced to a level with the baftard and the flave ; nor 
U the ^fervant to be exalted to a footing with the ion* 
The fon^ who is lord of all^ differs much from him : 
jbr he is not now tinder tutors and governors ; for 
the time appointed of the Father is come^ and the 
Spirit of adoption is given^ Gal. iv. 2, 6. The fon 
is not to wear the fervant's yoke> nor is the eafv yoke 
of the foo (o be applied to the fervant. This is not 
Jrighdy dividing the word. God bath mercy on whom 
te WILL have mercy i and this wiU of mercy is the 
good-will of God in Chrift concerning his fons and 
daughters 1 it is the heavenly Father's will revealed^ 
and is our rule. / will, SLtid you Jball, runs through 
the whole myftery of faith : it is his will of purpofe^ 
and his will of promife ; and is the Taint's perfe&i 
unalterable^ and eternal rule of life^ walk, and con* 
vcrfation. 

jfnd whom [God] will i^; bardenetb. This is his 
will of commandments i xby which he will by no 
means clear the guilty, but will make his power 
known on the vcffels of wrath. This will never 
humbled or foftened any finner (nor does his good^ 
will ever harden any). This is the fervant's rule of 
life, and rule of work for life, by which none can 
ever live: Wherefore I gave them dlfo statutes thai 
zvere not good, and judgments whereby they 
should not live, Ezek. xx. 15. 

When my opponents cart make God's wiUofpro^ 
mife and his will of commandments, his good^will in 
Chrift and his will of difpUafure in the, law;^ his wUl 
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ff mercy and his wiU of judgment^ the Saviour's eafy 
yoke and Mofes* unbearable yoke, the covenant of 
grace and that of works, the killing letter and the 
quickening Spirit, to be one and the lame thing—* 
then the cleft and reprobate> the child of God and 
the child of the devil, arc made one al(b. And, when 
this is done, all my rank jintinomianifm is confuted, 

and fcattercd into all winds. Which is juft as 

cafy to be done, as to unite the two poles ; bring 
Chrift and Belial^ the family of heaven and hell, to« 
gether : God's good- will fixes the one in hcavpn, 
and his will of judgment fixes the other in hell. 

Reader, fare thee well. . Grace, mercy, and peace, 
be with thee.— -And, when it is well with thee, re-p 
member me in prayer, That I tMy /peak of the glory 
pf Cbriffs kingdom^ and talk of the power \ to mah 
known unto the Jons of men bis mighty aSls^ and the 
glorious majejiy of his kingdom^ Pfal. cxlv. 11, la. — 
and thou wilt greatly oblige thy willing fervent, in 
the kingdom and patience of Chrift, 

W. HUNTINGTON, S.3, 
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P. S. When the laft piece on this fubjeft appeared in th« 
world, two ]roung men, fearing to read it, laid it before 
' God, and entreated him to convince them whether it 
contained the truth or not, that they might either em- 
brace or reje£t it; and, after earneft prayer, they ven« 
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tured to look into it, bat prooeedcd with caution, as a 
man would over a bog. As God would have it, neither 
of them tumbled in ; but they plunged, out of their 
bondage, into that love, pqace, and liberty, which they 
never enjoyed before. — I wifh every reader of this 
pamphlet would go and do likewife. There are no 
better appeals than thofe which are made to the Searcher 
of hearts ; nor is there any fear of falfe or evaiive anfwer» 
from a throne of ^ce : a trial there is fuxt to difcover 
die rottennefi or foundnefs of the author. 



THE END. 
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